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--000- -

(BEG NNI NG OF TRANSCRI PTI ON)

MR. BENNETT: Thank you, Mandy. |If
you'd turn the podiumback to the way it was,
appreci ate that.

FEMALE VO CE: Yes.

MR BENNETT: So we have about 25
peopl e al ready signed up who have indicated they want
to speak, so we're going to limt the anount of tine
per speaker to three m nutes.

There are nore sign-up sheets in the
back if you would still like to speak. One of M.
Roberts' teamwi |l come back and collect the remaining
sheets if you have had a change of heart on that
i ssue.

There's sone ground rules. You cannot
save tine to soneone el se. Everybody has three
m nutes, and you'll see a blinking green light, which
means you have one mnute |left when you're up there,
and then at 30 seconds left you'll have a -- the |ight
turns yel |l ow.

So if sonebody el se has spoken before
you and you agree with what they say, you can just

say, | agree with so-and-so, and that would be a
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perfectly legitimte comrent.

Pl ease be respectful of your fell ow
citizens' tinme. |If you go over your tine or you
appl aud, you're taking away soneone else's tine to be
heard and you're interfering with other citizens
rights to hear all the points that are being
represented tonight.

So I"'mgoing to call out nanmes in
order of what the sheets | have here. [|'Il call out
two nanes, and the second person should be getting
near the podium and ready to speak at the close of the
remar ks of the person just before them

So first to speak woul d be Anparo
Rosen, and then Julian Anderson. Anparo.

M5. ROSEN. Good evening. | live in
Sheri dan Beach, and this has been quite the process.
One of the things that cones to m nd when | see all of
this is Lake Forest Park is small, and | think of
infrastructure, and when | was readi ng through the
material there was an aquifer, is what Lake Forest
Park's uses, and the sewer inpact has not been
currently -- is not currently known.

So | think before | go to building
sonething, | would like to have a very clear picture

of how they plan to do the infrastructure to support
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t hi s new buil di ng.

MR. BENNETT: Thank you, Ms. Rosen.
Jul ian Anderson, and then Dal e Cote.

MR. ANDERSON: Good evening. Just for
the record, |I'm opposed to alternative two and three,
and they're both pretty huge. | favor alternative
one, and sone of its details m ght have to be | ooked
at, but | recognize that the maxi mum hei ght on the
southern half of the property is lower in alternative
one than it is on the northern side.

But nmy coment is really nore

generalized. Mich of what | have read and heard at

nmeetings begins with a vision, |ike what you heard
tonight, that our comunity will benefit by the
anenities that will be required in any redevel opnent

of the town center, anenities such as enlarged tree
canopy, a park around Lyon Creek, generous public open
space, nore vibrant retail offers, nore diverse
housi ng stock, even affordabl e housing, et cetera.
This vision winds up with a concl usion
that the inpacts of some greater density negative
i npacts at the town center is the price for all these
desirable anenities, but in the draft code anmendnents
and sone of the EIS alternatives and in sonme of the

meetings | have attended, | hear a different tune, a
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tune that begins with doing what's necessary to
attract a devel oper and mnim zing the costs and

i nconveni ences of requirenents that may | essen the
devel oper's interests or profitability.

Two days ago, at the council's
community of the whole neeting, this is an exanple, a
counci | nmenber brought up an inpact discussed in the
ElIS, a question about the adequacy of the water supply
for alternatives two and three, with their nmany
residential units.

Water to this whole site is provided
by the Lake Forest Park Water District, and they have
their owm plan for capital inprovenents, but the DEIS
i nformati on makes the adequacy of water supply
guestion a reasonabl e concern.

Di scussion at that neeting ensued, but
it ended after one of the consultants present said
that the water district has Inn if inner ties to other
wat er systens and could easily open the gates to those
cross-connections and acquire water from el sewhere to
fully supply even alternative three.

Many in Lake Forest Park place high
val ue on the pure artesian water provided by this
water district, which is not degraded by the residues

of chemcal treatnents or additions.
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The consultant's remark was tone deaf,
deaf to the community's tune. This is just a recent
exanpl e of the tune that views desired anenities as a
burden on devel opnent, not as the fundanmental reason
to even consi der redevel opnent.

| hope the council nenbers recognize
this unwel conme tune and resist it.

MR. BENNETT: Thank you, M. Anderson.
Next up, Dale Cote, and then Barbara Sharkey.

MR. COTE: Hi. Good evening. Thank
you. 1'Il begin, ny nane is Dale Cote. M wife and |
have |lived here for 26 years, and ny wife actually was
born and raised in Lake Forest Park.

We're excited about the possibility of
redevel opnent and revitalization of the town center.
W do believe there could be inprovenents. However, a
couple things to note.

| was a nenber of the task force that
resulted in the current zoning of the town center
alternative one. 1'd like to note that the nunber of
housing units resulting fromthat task force is much
di fferent than the nunber of units proposed in
alternative one that we see in the -- in this
pr oposal .

There's no explanation for the change,

206 622 6875 | 800 8316973
production@yomreporting.com
www.yomreporting.com




N

o 0o B~ W

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

PUBLIC HEARING (EXCERPT); January 16, 2019

so that would be a question. The city's pronoting
alternative one as no change. The marketing of
alternative one as no change is incorrect. Based on
t hat nunber of housing units allowed, it inplies that
the town center will remain exactly as it is today,
resulting in msleading the community into supporting
only alternative two and alternative three.

After all, no change neans it's going
to be as is. | would suggest nmarketing alternative
one as current zoning. The remainder of nmy comments
really have to do with traffic and 1'Il -- 1"11I
address sonme other concerns in a witten form

The potential of adding 1,500 to 1,700
units to the town center w thout extensive traffic
study on both the town center and surroundi ng
nei ghbor hoods is irresponsi bl e. Neighborhoods are
currently experiencing cut-through traffic attenpting
to get in and out of the town center during peak
hours, and attenpting to access Bothell Way is a
significant challenge currently.

The ability to safely wal k
nei ghbor hoods and the town center is increasingly
dangerous due to the current traffic issues. The fire
station has also noted the challenge of exiting to

access energency calls in -- is currently a problem
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How does adding 1,500 to 1,700 units
pl us a 300 parking garage -- 300 cars have to drive to
the garage, with an increased nunber of buses to bring
nore people to light rail, how does that not
drastically inmpact traffic?

Fromthis draft environnental inpact
statenent, chapter 3, page 8, fire departnent reports
concerns about congestion on access in front of the
station. What is the specific plan to address this
safety issue?

Chapter 3, section 3.5, page 71,
traffic operations at the intersection surrounding the
town center could be affected by increased devel opnent
at the town center. That could occur with
i npl enentation of alternative analysis in this EIS.
The study does not show traffic inmpact cut-through on
surroundi ng roads and nei ghbor hoods and pedestri an
safety. This needs to be studied.

And then, finally -- | got to hurry
here. M red light's up. So, in addition, fromthe
DEI'S, bringing residents into the proximty with
shoppi ng services in town center can al so reduce the
overall nunber of car trips in the community and
region. This should be reduced, the overall vehicle

travel mles in the region, bringing a variety of
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ot her positive results such as less traffic congestion
on highways and -- and arterials.

This is a ridicul ous statenent.
Thi nking that bringing 1,700 units, naively they'll
only bring one car, and adding a 300 car garage al ong
with nore buses, will reduce traffic congestion is
absolutely absurd. | just ask that we study it nore
cl osel y.

Thanks.

MR. BENNETT: Thank you, M. Cote.

Next up is Barb Sharkey, and then Julia Bent.

M5. SHARKEY: Thank you. |'m Barbara
Sharkey. |1'mhere with ny, a picture's worth a
t housand words. I'll try to be brief. The -- oh,

have to read that. Thank you.

The proposed buil dings are way out of
scale for the area. They will literally block the
sun, as was nentioned. | was glad that | had the
right idea. From Cctober to March you can see the
bui I dings, 85, 75, 65. Here is nme and ny husband down
here, five and a half feet, six feet. W are not
going to see the sun if you live there.

The low lying area of the mall is the
basin for all the water comng fromall three

directions, trying to flow into Lake Washington. It

206 622 6875 | 800 8316973
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10

is a wetlands. The crows have institutional nenory
that it is a wetlands, and even if 50 years ago
construction changed the soil conposition underneath,
that was to support a parking |lot, not these huge
bui | di ngs.

In 2015, we successfully fixed our
fl ooding problens with the culverts, disrupting the
natural underground springs that (unintelligible) the
area Wi ll just make matters worse again. It is a
wet | ands.

Tal ki ng about the traffic and access.
About six cars right now can exit the mall on each
left turn green |ight down by Starbucks. The backup
begi ns about 4:00 each afternoon. Even if you add
anot her lane there and also (unintelligible) going on
to Ballinger, it won't be enough to get even the 300
cars fromthe parking garage into and out of the mall,
much | ess another 7 to 800 cars associated with this
many residential units. Thank you.

MR. BENNETT: Thank you, Ms. Sharkey.
Next up, Julia Bent and then Jean Robbi ns.

M5. BENT: Thank you. |'m speaking
tonight as a private citizen, but | do note that as a
tree board nenber, | do have a particular interest in

trees.
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11

The alternatives presented here do not
provi de nmuch in the way of green space. Presumably,

t he proposed departnents are designed, at least in
part, for famlies. Were are the children fromthese
famlies going to play? There are two nearby parks,
Wi spering Wl Il ows and Bl ue Heron, but they are smal
and hardly capabl e of providing a neaningful outdoor
experience for children of any age.

Children in urban areas are thought by
many to suffer fromnature deficit disorder. The
alternatives don't address this issue in any
significant way. The little bit of proposed green
space al ong and spanned in Lyons Creek is totally
insufficient. | wonder about the anpunt of mitigating
trees, shrubs, and open space in general.

In the DEIS, chapter 4.2 pays lip
service to problens of storm water managenent, to
follow up on the previous comment, by and they -- and
in this chapter rain gardens and i npervi ous pavenents
are nentioned in passing, but | did not see any
i ndi cation of these anenities, especially rain gardens
in these plans. | didn't see any space where they
coul d go.

As a tree lover, it seens to nme the

trees sketched in on the plans are rigidly placed in
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12

rows, not sinmulated in any way the forest in Lake
Forest Park.

At a minimum a play area with at
| east one grove of trees, shrubs, and sone open space
shoul d be included in any design, and in addition to
pl aci ng di sbursed trees to mtigate the hardcapes.

Trees are valuable. They filter storm
water, and they do cut down CO2 em ssions. They
provi de shade, et cetera, et cetera. W all know
t heir benefits.

This is necessary to nmintain sone
senbl ance of the green nature of Lake Forest Park that
Lake Forest Park residents noved here to enjoy.

Such a space could al so provide a
meani ngful natural place for children to recreate and
experience at |east a small sliver of the natural
world that we in this city profess to treasure.

Thank you.

MR. BENNETT: Thank you very nmuch, Ms.
Bent. Now, Jean Robbins, and then Doug Mtchell.

M5. ROBBINS: H. AmI being recorded
for the city council? Tell ne who's hearing ne.

MR. BENNETT: We're recording for use
in witing the (unintelligible).

M5. ROBBINS: Al right.

206 622 6875 | 800 8316973
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13

MR. BENNETT: So everybody woul d have
t he (inaudible).

M5. ROBBINS: |'m Jean Robbins, and |
was a nenber of the mayor's task force for the vision
pl an, which was a cul m nation of all the hearings and
participation neetings you attended, and then we were
selected fromvarious areas of your city to represent

very different areas.

| have to say, |'mvery nervous about
speaking, so | was advised -- | thought | was talking
to the council. | was advised to just envision them

as naked, so now | have to envision all of you as

naked. Sorry about that. At least it's a warm night.
| feel there's a great disconnect

bet ween the vision plan here, this beautiful vision

pl an, which Mandy really did a great job with, and we

real ly appreciated her |eadership on that, but there's

a bi g disconnect between this beautiful vision plan,

which is all of your ideas culmnated, and the DEIS

pl ans.

During our neetings, housing units,
housi ng unit nunbers were not discussed. At one
point, a nunber of 850 units was thrown out and we all
gasped, but we were told not to worry. It would never

be that high. And so, it's clearly different now.
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So, now we're | ooking at the
possibility of 700 or 1,000 units, and even maybe
1,500 housing units. That's way different than 551
units. W are feeling quite deceived in a way when
| ooking at the city's conprehensive plan. Were the
heck did these housing nunbers conme fronf

The G owm h Managenent Act, with a 20
-- with a prospective to 2035, concluded again these
| ower housing unit nunmbers and then you add in this
bonus cl ause, which again, we never heard of at the
task force. W have no idea where that canme from and
it's really not clear how that gets enpl oyed.

So instead of 700 units, now we're up
to 1,000 because of this bonus plan that we've never
heard of. Some may say that this plan is outdated,
but in reality, where's the data to nake these changes
in Lake Forest?

It seens that we are -- this plan --

t hese plans are for a specul ative devel oper, not the
citizens who cane to the community neetings and shared
t heir hopes, and yet we have no data for what
(unintelligible) desires.

Wiere is the data to indicate the
housi ng needs? There has never been a clear survey of

the nunber of seniors in the city who m ght want to
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have lived in an apartnent at the town center, and for
t hose who enbrace aging here, how small m ght the
apartnents be?

| have recently heard of the concept
of pod units. 1Is this really what our seniors want,
gi ven that many of our people in Lake Forest Park have
the neans to create sonmething else for thensel ves and
live outside of the city in another green area,
per haps?

| just want to close with saying that
the city of Seattle clearly is noving towards high
density, but even in the city of Seattle they are
maki ng amendnents for communities |ike Munt Baker,
Queen Anne, Crown Hill, so that where they're housing
single unit house -- single housing, whatever the term
is, that they are naking amendnments for that to
decrease the density there rather than increase the
density.

Thank you.

MR. BENNETT: Thank you, Ms. Robbi ns.

M5. ROBBINS: And you can all get
dressed agai n.

MR, BENNETT: Next up is Doug
Mtchell, and after M. Mtchell will be Lorraine

Bodi .
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MR M TCHELL: Hello. M nane is Doug
Mtchell. | live over on 26th Avenue in the west side
of town, and along wth Jean and some of ny ot her
col | eagues here, | had the privilege of serving on the
town center vision task force |ast year, and |'m
grateful to Mayor Johnson for giving ne that
opportunity.

"1l get right to ny top bullet point.
It looks to me |like the work that went into the vision
docunent, not just by the task force, but by the
hundreds of people that showed for the various public
events that went into it, all that work just was |eft
by the waysi de when this DEIS was devel oped.

| don't know a single person who was
involved in the process |ast year who said or wote
anyt hing that sounded like it would have supported
alternative two or three. Everyone | have talked to
since the DEIS was published has been shocked at
what' s proposed.

Last year, there was never any tal k of
seven-story m xed use devel opnent. There was never
any nmention of adding 1,500 dwelling units. This is
all new. This has nothing to do with the vision
docunent that was supposed to be driving this entire

project. The vision docunent contains a detail ed set
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of goal s and poli cies.

"1l skip the details tonight because
so many people want to speak, but |I don't see any
references at all in the DEIS to any of the specific
goal s and policies of the vision docunent, not one.
Not a single one.

Frankly, it's hard for nme to believe
t hat the vision docunent, all the work that went into
it by hundreds of citizens was taken seriously in
devel opi ng this docunent.

Okay. On to another separate problem
The city's 2015 conprehensive plan specifies a target
of 551 additional housing units city wde, out to
2035. The three alternatives, as we all know by now,
provi de for 700, 1,200, and 1,500 additional housing
units.

The DEIS tal ks briefly about the
di screpancy between these two nunbers by saying of the
conp plan nunber, quote, these estimates are |ikely
now out dated, end quote. Look, an EIS is a docunent
that's based on science and facts. Statements |ike
this one, claimng that the target's codified in a
conp plan are likely outdated, really have no place in
an El' S

| f you want to override the growh
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targets in the conp plan, you're going to have to cone
up with some facts, sone data, and sone evidence
backi ng up your cl ains.

Now, one nore basic question is, why
are alternatives two and three necessary to inpl enent
the vision which the citizens prepared | ast year?
Mandy before asked us, tell us why you don't want
1,500 houses. 1'mgoing to turn that around and say,
who wants 1,500 housing units? Were did that cone
fron? None of the citizens wanted it in the entire
process | ast year.

There's just no justification
what soever for those nunbers. The DEIS, in ny
opi ni on, should be conpletely revised with nore
appropriate housing nunbers and with a greater
attention to the goals and policies of the vision
docunent, which the citizens provided to you in good
faith and after a ot of hard work.

MR. BENNETT: Thank you, M. Mtchell.
Next up is Lorraine Bodi, and then follow ng Ms. Bodi,
David Jardine. | apologize if |I nessed up your | ast
nane.

M5. BODI: H. M nane's Lorraine
Bodi, and I'm an environnental |awer and a |ongtine

resi dent of Lake Forest Park. |'ve worked on El Ss,
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and this is an inportant one, because this is the
blueprint. Have they tried to downplay that in the
presentation? This is the blueprint for what can
happen over the next 20 or so years. So it's
inmportant to get this right and get it consistent with
t he vi sion docunent.

"' m so disappointed in this docunent.
It solittle reflects our critical Lake Forest Park
val ues and vision. It needs to be conpletely redone.
| agree with that comrent.

| support further devel opnent at the
town center, and the current code and requirenments and
vi sion docunent allow that to happen, but | want it to
be community oriented. | want us to preserve the
commercial use for all of our citizens, and | want
residential use to be secondary to that.

| support residential use, but not as
the primary purpose. | want this to be a town center
for us, a vibrant town center. | don't want it to be
Lake City or Northgate. W don't live in Lake Forest
Par k because we want to be |like Lake City and
Nor t hgat e.

| think the DEIS, for reasons nmany
peopl e have mentioned, is short on transparency and

full disclosure on the key issues. It's really
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di si ngenuous on traffic, the availability of resident
parking, infrastructure inpacts, open space and public
space.

The inconsistency with the vision
docunent, the characterization of alternative one as
allowi ng far nore devel opnent than the base code
requires or allows, | nean, and nore. There are nore
i ssues |ike that.

The key Lake Forest Park val ues the
needs that | think should be better addressed include
preserving the low rise character of the Lake Forest
Park community, so we don't look |ike Lake City and
Nort hgat e or even worse.

| support alternative one, but with an
adjustnment to reflect the base of the code and the
urban guidelines are not automatic. That's a --
that's a separate process. So let's go -- let's use
the current code and enhance it based on vision
docunent s.

| think we need neani ngful open space
and green space. | won't go into that. Everyone's
t al ked about that.

| want to nention community neeting
space. As | read the docunent, the comunity neeting

space that woul d now be on the roof of a parking
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garage in this scenario. So again, that's the kind of
like weird things that consultants may wite, but the
peopl e of Lake Forest Park woul d never wite sonething
l'i ke that.

So | have to say, | value having --
being able to park at the mall and not have to pay for
it. It makes ne -- when I'min a hurry or when | have
a lot of things in the car, it makes me shop here.

So, | think it's inportant to preserve that as well.

So one last thing. This neeting is
ridicul ous, that we have peopl e standi ng outsi de when
the | ast neeting was standing roomonly too.

MR. BENNETT: Thank you for your
comment s.

M5. BODI: | would just say, | used to
work for an agency and if we had a crowd like this, we
woul d be bringing in chairs all the way up here --

COLLECTI VE VA CES: Yeah.

M5. BODI: -- so that everyone could
cone in or finding a different neeting | ocation.

MR. BENNETT: Thank you for your
comments, nma' am

M5. BODI: One last thing. The
schedul e is ridicul ous.

MR, BENNETT: All right. So thank
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you. Next up is David Jardine, and then Jack Tonki n.

MR JARDINE: Well, | think | can be
brief. I'mgrateful for the two people who have
participated in the vision process for providing the
clarifying statenents, because as | | ooked through the
alternatives here, | thought, gee, that doesn't
reflect, certainly, what | want and it doesn't reflect
what anybody that | know in the community woul d want.

How did we cone up with this? And |
think there seens to have been a major di sconnect
bet ween the vision process and t he outcone.

We're presented now with three
alternatives and told we have to choose between those.
Alternative one, | think our mall could use some
i mprovenent. Alternatives two and three, 800 pound
gorilla in the roomis where is all of this housing
density comng fromand why is it all being put right
her e.

| think that that needs to be
reconsidered. | think that, really, rather than
having three not very good choices, we have the
opportunity to use sone inagi nation, perhaps sone of
the work that was in the vision docunent, and cone up
with a really good and satisfactory alternative that

will work for the communities. And |I'd especially
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encourage this group to do that. Thanks.

MR. BENNETT: Thank you for your
comment. And now, Jack Tonkin, and then Paul Cronin.

MR. TONKIN: Wien | first becane aware
of what was goi ng on, probably over a year ago, and I
understand the need for a garage if the SC3 is going
to pay for it and if we're really going to have a need
for that kind of traffic. So the garage nakes sense.

If we can locate it in a place and
make it so unobtrusive as possible, | guess |I'm okay
with that, because it still allows our people to shop.

| al so support the idea of what the
two forces comng together are, and that is there's a
ot of citizens who would |Iike to downsize or woul d
live -- would like to live in the park. There's
outsiders who would like to live in the park, and we
have nade several attenpts, clustered housing being
one of them to accommodate that.

It nakes nore sense to ne, if it's
attractive and if it's the right count, to have
housing or living conditions such as apartnents within
the center, but I think what | see in two and three is
not hi ng of what our vision was back then.

And |'ve seen the council |ast year

pushi ng cluster housing, seven houses in a back |ot,
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and finally came to the conclusion in a
(unintelligible) meeting that this maybe wasn't the
vision that they had, and so they pushed it back to
t he pl anning comm ssion for a review.

And t hen subsequently, sonme on the
council who are devel opnent mnded tried to push the
whol e thing through with a |l ess than quorum and our
good mayor vetoed that.

Now we're facing the same kind of a
scenario here again in housing and | think we should
ask the council if this is their vision and is this
the vision that they want, and this roomis filled
wth a lot of voters, and | encourage you to cone to
the council when this conmes to their attention and you
have an opportunity to put the heat there and ask
them is this the vision they want, and let's hear it
out. | want to hear that.

MR. BENNETT: Thank you, M. Tonkin.
Next up is Paul Conin -- Cronin -- excuse ne -- and
t hen Robyn Atki nson.

MR. CRONIN: Good evening. M nane's

Paul Cronin. | was also selected to sit on the vision
commttee. Doug and Jean have spoke before ne. 1'd
like to -- there's been a |lot of references to the

vi sion docunent that we were entrusted by the
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conmunities to endorse, and so as a rem nder,
thought 1'd just read a few excerpts fromthat, from
the sustainability section of Vision of the Future.

The town center is nore green than
gray. After all, Forest is our mddle nane. Fromthe
sanme section as the Vision of the Future, buildings
shoul d be set back fromthe surroundi ng residential
areas and from busy hi ghways, corridors, and
designated (unintelligible) stories that step back
fromincrease -- fromheights that increase.

And | think the nost inportant one in
the comon thenme | seemto hear tonight, retaining a
sense of scale akin to a village, a small town, not
too urban. Thank you.

MR. BENNETT: Thank you, M. Cronin --
excuse nme -- and now i s Robyn Atkinson, and then
Mel i ssa Roberts.

M5. ATKINSON: Hi. |'m Robyn
At ki nson, and ny fam |y noved here in the md 1920s,
so we've been around a while, and we've al ways been
troubl emakers. So, everything | wanted to say
everybody's al ready said.

| will add, that over this |last week |
have made some phone calls, one to an extrenely |arge

devel oper, presented the Lake Forest Park one, two,
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and three and the tinmelines that the devel oper was
asking for and our city council and they were

i ncredul ous. They could not believe anybody woul d ask
for these tinelines and for this type of intense
zoning for this area.

So then | called a city nmanager, a
small city in the south, bigger than Lake Forest Park,
but not as about big as Burien, and | laid out the
same scenario to them They were thunderstruck. They
coul d not believe anybody woul d even try to get away
with this.

So, this is an unusual situation we
find ourselves in. Qur task force, years ago, put
together a plan that the city paid for. Well
researched. W had beautiful plans that everybody got
to look at, with livability here for 400 units, 400
f abul ous new nei ghbors, and it's all gone. That's not
even on the board out there. It's only about what
this current devel oper would |like to do.

So, | urge our council, that works
hard, and our planning departnent to rethink this.

G ve us at |east 90 days |ike everybody else gets to
| ook at the options.

And as far as traffic goes, when

St ar bucks can hold all of us hostage. |If you think
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1,500 residences, that mght, mght be 3,000 cars,
won't make an inpact, then you need a new al gorithm
because that conmputer lied to you.

| nean, let's face it, all of you that
know t he back roads, we take themin the norning,
because Bothell Way shuts down from Kennore to 145t h,
and if you're in landscaping, like |I have been for the
| ast 35 years, the crews are comng fromthe outlying
areas for construction, |andscaping, plunbing,
what ever, and they can't get through and it's our
clients that are paying that commute time at $50 an
hour per | aborer.

So, please, there is not roomfor
t hose 1,500 units here, but with nother-in-law units,
we coul d squeeze themin sonmewhere around the park
That way the noney stays in the park, it stays with
t he honeowner, and if you don't want a garden at your
house anynore, you can nove into that |ovely ATU or
AUD -- | forget the initials for it -- and garden in
soneone el se's yard and have your rent greatly
reduced.

That way the noney stays in the park,
we continue to shop here at a | ovely shopping center
that has interesting boutiques and fabul ous food, and

only 400 new residences. Thank you.
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MR. BENNETT: Thank you, Ms. Atkinson.
Next up, Melissa Robertson, and then Ethan Robertson.

M5. ROBERTSON. M nane is Melissa
Robertson. As you know from your many attenpts to ask
the community for input on dreans and visions of the
town center, we are people who yern for opportunities
to safely wal k and bi ke in our nei ghborhoods, for
nature preservation, and inprovenent and for authentic
comunity buil di ng spaces.

You know that already. W know t hat
about ourselves al so, but when you say that you want
to inprove the devel opnental prospects of our town's
center, you nake me very nervous. | want you to focus
on creating code recomendations that exceed our
quality of life right now.

W' re not | ooking for green space and
open space in the buffers along the edges of the town
center or on the rooftop gardens or in festival
streets that mainly act as parking and traffic spaces,
adding up to 3.9 acres. W're | ooking for actual
gat heri ng spaces.

We don't want less. W want nore. W
want to work together. W want to know that our
el ected officers and the consultants that we hired

aren't giving us lip service when they ask what we

206 622 6875 | 800 8316973
production@yomreporting.com
www.yomreporting.com



N

o 0o B~ W

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

PUBLIC HEARING (EXCERPT); January 16, 2019

29

want, but that they're working toward creating a
purpose filled community at every opportunity.

Pl ease, bend over backwards for the
peopl e, not for the devel opers.

MR. BENNETT: Thank you Ms. Robertson.
Next up is Ethan Robi nson[sic], and then TJ Fudge.

M5. ROBERTSON:. All right. 1'm going
to read Ethan's comments for him This is him

Dear City Council, my nomgoes to a
| ot of neetings. Sone of themare at our house, and |
listen in fromour loft. Sometinmes | play Legos or
read books during the neetings.

The | ast neeting was about our
nei ghborhood. | love our towmm. M/ favorite things
are Third Pl ace Books, being able to ride ny bike
around t he nei ghborhood, and | like that there's nore
nature here. M famly loves trees. Please don't |et
there be | ess nature.

|"mreally looking forward to going to
the town center when |I'm ol der and hang out with ny
friends. |'mseven years old, so it's going to be a
whil e before | get to hang out there, but ny brother's
nine, so it's going to be sooner for him | see big
kids doing it all the tinme.

But have you net ny non? She's a
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little crazy, even though | know she |oves nme, so |
don't think she would let us go if there were big
traffic jans all the tinme, with tons of people. Plus,
why would we go there if there's no nore Third Pl ace
or stores we |ike?

Are you going to nmake any places for

big kids to hang out? |'m wondering what you're
pl anning to have it look like. | hope that it has
lots of roomto walk and ride ny bike. | hope it

coul d have a bigger library, with even nore books and
stuff to do. |I'mdreamng of a skate park and a
robotic center, where we can build and fix things.

| also want to ask if you're really
going to take down the center soon? Please do not. |
really love the way it is now.

Let's see. Conme on, little... |It's
kind of hard for nme to think about the future. |'m
glad there are smart people working on this project.
Pl ease think of me and ny friends and ny brother when
you' re picking out what to do. Sincerely, Ethan
Robert son.

MR. BENNETT: Thank you, Ethan. |
appreci ate your thoughtful coments. Next upis TJ
Fudge, and then M ke Dee.

MR FUDGE: Hello. TJ Fudge. And so,
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| would say I'mdefinitely here as a person who
supports devel opnent and the addition of units, but
not inthis way. And in this way, | mean the process
by which this is happening.

So as a nenber of the planning
conmi ssion, | amvery distressed at the way this has
been presented to the community in particular, this
est abli shment of what | consider a fal se choice
bet ween alternatives one, two, and three, not
recogni zing that alternative one, really when built
into it, has a whole range of units that could be
supported. Not just 700, or, as the draft
envi ronnental inpact states, could it go even higher,
but al so | ower.

And | think that needs to be
conmuni cated, as well as the fact that the 2005 task
force did a very good job of inplenenting a system
where there was specifics about, if devel opnment were
to occur, there would have to be the sane things that
we identified in the vision statenent; that is,
i nprovenents to Lyon Creek, open space, the concerns
about parking and pedestrian, bicycle travel.

There seens to be an inpression that
we're reinventing the wheel with this vision

statenent, and while it does present an updated
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vision, it is largely consistent with what went before
and | don't think it's fair the way this presents it,
that what is allowed under alternative one seens to be
being presented as if we don't get the protections or
the interests that are in the vision statement.

And so, | as a planning comm ssioner
amvery frustrated with this process and | don't

beli eve we should act further on this.

Unfortunately, 1've been told, due to
the rushed tineline, we will not even be able to issue
our typical recommendation to the city council, and so
| think the final point I'll make is that this is

process has been rushed.

MR. BENNETT: Thank you, M. Fudge,
for your coment. Next up is Mke Dee, and then
CGeorge Grant ham

MR. DEE: Howdy. M ke Dee here.
Thank you for the opportunity to conment tonight.
Thank you for everybody for comi ng out.

|'ve had an opportunity -- | know
you' ve had an opportunity to do this nultiple tines
al ready, 2004, 2005, and other tines.

As far as a Open Public Meetings Act,
| do not feel this neeting has conplied with it.

There was not an online agenda avail able for the
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public 24 hours ahead of tinme. Once again, it makes
it difficult for the public to cone to the neeting and
be able to be prepared for it, knowi ng that nmaybe you
have to show up early to | ook at displays and know
that maybe there mght be limted seating and al

t hat .

A nunber of the neetings that you do
in this process, and we have consultant after
consultant that continue to do this, there's different
processes, procedures, formats, and it makes it tough
for the public to prepare for it. So |I'd appreciate
that you try to conply with the Open Public Meetings
Act and | et people know ahead of tine.

As far as the draft environnental
i npact statenent and the town center vision docunent
that we keep hearing about, the process that -- sone
concerns that | had with it. The vision task force
was handpi cked by the mayor from around the city.

That part was good as far as it being around the city,
but this is -- had -- this is a group that had al
their neetings in secret.

They were not public neetings. They
were all off the record. They did not have m nutes or
agenda for the public. Also during their neetings,

very few docunents, if any docunents, were avail abl e,
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except for the public through the Public Records Act,
because they are required through the Public Records
Act through a public records request to provide
certai n docunents.

It has a bunch of good stuff init,
but the process was really -- was not appropriate, and
| don't believe there was any public review or maybe a
draft of the vision plan before it was presented.

The fact sheet for your January 2019
Lake Forest Park Town Center Heart of the Conmunity
Draft Environnental |npact Statenment for the town
center plan starts out with -- it's on the first page
here, fact sheet page 1, and it's got very few facts
on it.

It does have the draft -- the date
draft EIS issued January 2, 2018. So the very few
drafts -- very few facts it does have, it starts with
one that's incorrect. It was not issued January 2,
2018. So it makes ne question a | ot of the nunbers
that are in here, and if it's been through sonme
correction or process or review.

|"msure it probably has, but to start
out that way seens |ike a bad start or a start that
coul d be i nproved.

A lot of this environnental inpact
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stuff was covered at the |ast planning conm ssion, and
the last planning conm ssion neeting conflicted with
the legislative send-off where we tell the |egislature
what we want for our city and we thank themfor al

t he good work they've done. So | didn't have a chance
to get some of that, because that went |ong and |

m ssed t he neeting.

But thank you, everybody, that's done
all the stuff you're doing and good |uck and |I hope
this turns out for you. 1'Il stay around as |long as |
can to help you. And ny tine's up. Thanks.

MR. BENNETT: Thank you, M. Dee.

Next up, George Grantham and then Jason Col berg.

MR. GRANTHAM My nane is G ant ham
and | have lived in Lake Forest Park for about 20, 20
years. | lived in the Seattle area all nmy life. |I'm
third generation in this area. So, we really have
seen sone changes.

l"d like to say, first off, that I
t hi nk peopl e have brought up trenendous things here
that really need to be taken into consideration.

One thing I'd like to say is, when
see in the plans two and three, and possibly even plan
one, we don't know what that would end up | ooking

like. | see canyons and buildings with canyons. Even
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the festival street is naybe a little bit w der than
sone of the others, but it's still a canyon.

|"ve visited Arsterdam not | ong ago,
and in cities like that and Mexico, for instance, even
in every little town, they have their plaza, and it's
not a long, skinny valley between tall buil dings.

It's a -- it's a large rectangul ar square.

I n Anst erdam t hey have town squares in
vari ous places where they have markets, they have
pl aygrounds and so forth. | think this would be a
great opportunity for us to have a simlar area, with
the creek and vegetation on one side, pavenent in part
of it, so forth.

The comment was made, everybody is
concerned about height. [I'mkind of thinking mybe we
ought to think out of the box. W can't build taller
bui | di ngs than six stories because the fire code won't
et us? Wat about in Seattle? How do they get away
with it?

Instead of filling the whol e place
with these sort of Soviet style apartnent bl ocks, why
not two or three taller buildings with a | ot of open
space in between? Let's, you know, let's think out of
the box. Let's think alittle smaller. Let's be

concerned about all these alternatives. Let's go back
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to the draw ng board.

" m col or vision challenged, so |
can't tell what color the light is, but thanks a | ot
for (inaudible).

MR. BENNETT: Thank you, M. G antham
Next up is Jason Col berg, and then Steve Beaty. W
only have two nore speakers after that, so there are
addi ti onal sign-up sheets in the back.

| f you've had a change of heart and
you'd |i ke to speak, please sign one of those and one
of Ms. Roberts' team can go back there and check to
see if there are additional people who'd like to
speak. | appreciate that. So, M. Col berg.

MR. COLBERG  Thank you. So ny focus
is on inpact fees, and part of that is when |I first
started getting involved with city governance about
five years ago, it was kind of m dstream of pl anning
and process for the southern gateway, and | renenber
one of the first things | ever read over was kind of a
vi si oni ng docunent, a lot of handwitten coments
about all the anenities and the things that people
want ed for the southern gateway.

My perspective on that is nothing has
cone to a fruition in terns of that, that -- that

term that large project that the city tackled, and as
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far as |'maware, there was never discussion, never
consideration of inpact fees that are alloted or
all owed by the G owth Managenment Act.

And the way | understand this -- and
|"mnot an expert in this, but the way |'m
understanding it, is the gromh inpact -- or the
i npact fees mght allow us the | everage and al so the
possi ble funding for the city to be putting -- having
some noney available to provide for the anenities that
we're wanting for both this property and sonme of the
ot her things we've...

One of the comrents | read on Next
Door is the other districts, the water district, the
school district, fire school districts, don't have a
voice in terns of raising fees or having noney com ng
in, in which they'll need to provide services for
this.

So the inpact fees are, | think,
sonmething I know were nentioned around Cctober or
Novenber to the council during public comrent. Not by
nme, by soneone el se, and then |I'm not hearing or
readi ng or seeing anything el se about those.

So that's sonething | think we need to be
really serious about, because | think the anmount of

money, fromwhat | can tell, is huge. And to give

206 622 6875 | 800 8316973
production@yomreporting.com
www.yomreporting.com



N

o 0o B~ W

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

PUBLIC HEARING (EXCERPT); January 16, 2019

39

sone exanple, ny initial research, very basic, the
range of inpact fees runs from $3, 600 per unit for the
| owest anount that | have seen, to $20,000 per unit
for the |argest anobunt |'ve seen in Gakl and,
Cal i forni a.

Wen | first started tal king to people

about this, is about 12 to $14,000 per unit. So if

we' re | ooking even at $10, 000 per unit tines, you know

-- 1 don't really want -- | don't want the 1,500 units
here either, but if we ended up that high, that
provide a |lot of noney for doing the things that we
want to do.

And maybe, | think, the biggest thing
is, instead of the multi-fam |y tax exenption as what
| consider a nonincentive function, to |ook at the
i npact fees as being the | everage tool that we really
can use to figure out how to get the open spaces that
-- everything, | nean, it's all -- the visionis
gr eat .

It's a matter of inplenenting the
vi sion and having the tools to notivate primarily
Merlone Geier to do their job or to be players in the
systemif they want to get sonething done here.

So that's it for nme. Thank you.

MR. BENNETT: Thank you, M. Col berg.
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Next up, Steve Beaty and then Jay Weatl ey.

MR. BEATY: Hey. Steve B., and |'ve
only lived here for three or four years. | have
definitely enbraced Lake Forest Park and
Bel awi ck[ phonetic] and Shoreline. Just a way better
place to raise ny kids, if you ask ne.

| have a couple of comments | wanted
to make. The first is about the concept of the naster
use plan, or the conprehensive |and use plan. |[|'ve
been wat ching the process evol ve over several years,
And right now | believe that a master use plan or plan
of the -- of howthe entire site would get built out
over tinme is a recommendation, not a requirenent.

| woul d suggest, | would hope the
council would enbrace the idea of naking that a
requi renent. Cbviously with this many conponents and
all the things, different players want to go into
this, open space and anenities, devel oper wants to put
in alot of houses, there's a |ot of different
conponents and in -- in any scenario, | think, it's
real easy to see the developer's going to build the
nmost profitable parts first and then put off the
anenities until they are -- until or put them off
indefinitely.

My in-laws noved to a planned
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community when they retired and the devel oper had a
huge plan for houses with little store centers and a
pl ayground and a whol e bunch of stuff, and right after
they finished with the houses, they went bust.

So, | think that that's a possibility
unl ess we have a conprehensive | and use plan that's in
pl ace and gives sone certainty to the devel opers, it
gives certainty to all the people in this room but
the things you're asking for will happen over tine and
that if the devel oper does sell to another owner or
changes managenent, that the things that we' re asking
for will run with the land or at |east we'll have a
little nore certainty than otherw se.

So | hope that they'll make a
conprehensive | and use plan a requirenent. And you
guys love this stuff because then you get to do a
whol e bunch nore consulting work. More fees.

The second thing I'll try -- and |'ve
run out of time here, but | wanted to tal k about the
timeline alittle bit. And | was -- as | watched
this, I know the process started in 2017. W've had a
lot of tinme to talk about this.

Sone people could say it started in
2005, but | think that the process is way, way too

rushed fromthis point. To release the DEIS on the
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2nd of January, and then have all the coments
subm tted, have themreviewed by the planning
commi ssi on, have the city council consider the code
adoptions that the consultants are witing and then
adopt themin 60 days, gives no tine for us to really
take a good look at it. | think it puts all of us
(1 naudi bl e) .

| got one mnute, and '"mgoing to
tell you ny reasons for thinking that this puts us at
risk. Also, | think it puts the planning conm ssion
at risk, puts the whole city at risk

|f the codes aren't witten in a way
that's defensible and that is supported by the
residents, then when decisions are nmade on further
parts of the build-out, we're going to have the sane
conflicts. |If we know what we're getting and we have
time look at it, we can get a plan that really works
for everybody, that's viable financially for the
devel oper. Al right.

Qut of time. Had nore reasons. Thank
you very much

MR. BENNETT: Thank you, M. Beaty.
Next up is Jay Weatl ey, and then Roz Bird.

MR WHEATLEY: Hi. |'mJay Weatley.

Thanks, everybody.

206 622 6875 | 800 8316973
production@yomreporting.com
www.yomreporting.com



N

o 0o B~ W

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

PUBLIC HEARING (EXCERPT); January 16, 2019

43

MR. BENNETT: Ckay.

MR. VWHEATLEY: So | work down in the U
District on Roosevelt, and the U District just
recently conpleted the |arge rezoning of the U
District, and that's all online. It's really
interesting to spend quite a bit of tine rezoning the
UDstrict in anticipation of light rail com ng.

As you know, as you probably know,
they're building a light rail station at Brooklyn as
well as one up at -- at 65th, and the building that |
work in is on Roosevelt. |It's at Scarecrow Video, if
anybody knows what that is.

| believe that you can only build 40
feet tall there, | think nmaybe 65 feet nearby. That's
the kind of heights that the Cty of Seattle is
approving in the UDistrict, right sandw ched between
two fixed rail light rail stations.

That's serious urban sort of stuff,
and the Gty of Seattle feels |like, you know, 40 feet,
65 feet, these are the max heights. Even, they just
did a rezoning like in 2017. So this isn't like
really old zoning stuff. This is |like a huge process
they just went through.

So, | think that the heights being

di scussed here are just outrageous, absolutely
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outrageous for this community, if that's what Seattle
is doing down in the UD strict, right next to a world
class university, light rail stations, all of that.
So | think, I think it's just way too tall.

| was surprised that the current
zoning was 60, 65 feet. | was shocked when | found
that out. But no nore. That should be the absolute
cap, and even that, |I think, is regretable. So, |
think should just lock it right there. | don't see
any reason to go higher than that.

| will say, sonmething that you said
was that through all this process over the weeks and
nmont hs, that people want a | ot of changes. People are
asking for a lot of changes. | take a little bit of
exception with that, because | think I have cone to a
few of these pros -- these neetings, and what | recal
is this whole Sound Transit's com ng, they m ght
redevel op the town center.

What woul d you want if they did that?
And then people start coming up with all sorts of
i deas. | want open space, | want this, and | want
that. But that's in the context of asking what things
woul d they want as part of redevel oping the town
center, and sure, if you say that, you're going to

redevel op sonething, what would I want, |I'mgoing to

206 622 6875 | 800 8316973
production@yomreporting.com
www.yomreporting.com




N

o 0o B~ W

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

PUBLIC HEARING (EXCERPT); January 16, 2019

45

list all sorts of goodies that | want.

But now, | feel like you're
positioning that as, we are asking for, like we're
demandi ng that the town center have all these things
and we' Il do anything to get it, and | really don't
think that's the case.

The last thing | want to say is |
think this whole sequence is terrible. It's |like we
should go to Merlone Geier and say, what are you
willing to do for us? | mean, you guys are talking
about changi ng the codes in the next nonth or two,
preenptively, unilaterally, before Merlone Ceier even
puts out what they want to do for us.

Let's make them show us what they're
willing to do, hold back on the code changes until we
see their plan, and when they show us a plan, with
open space, parks and wal kways and all the things that
we want, then we'll do the code changes.

But they should cone to the
negotiating table and show us what they're willing to
do for us, not do it before they even show us a pl an.
That's just doesn't make any sense.

MR. BENNETT: Thank you, M. Weatl ey.
Next up is Roz Bird, and then Jamas Gam || i am

MR. VWHEATLEY: H . |I'mRoz Bird. |
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have lived in ny house for 42 years, and |'ve been
actually very involved in the city since we were
annexed in during growh managenent. So |'ve been to
a lot of city council neetings over the years as well
as other neetings, and feel like |I have a real stake
inthis.

| did cone to a nunber of the
wor kshops, |'ve given input, both of the workshops
here and out of the nmarket, and | agree with probably
99.9 percent of what everyone has said before nme, so |
just wanted to nmention a couple of things.

Ever since we've lived here, we've
cone to the town center, and probably al nost daily
peopl e -- sonebody would say, if only we could do
this, and it was really terrible 42 years ago. So
it's inproved a lot and there are always nore things
t hat coul d be done.

However, in comng to these workshops,
| agree, we tal ked about low rise housing. | was in
favor of sone housing here, 2 to 400 units. \Wen
saw 700, oh, ny goodness, that was shocking. No way.
No way. Certainly not 1,500, for all the reasons that
everyone has sai d.

The ot her shocking thing was when

saw in plan three that the comobns woul d be on the top
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of the garage. | wll say, |'ve been very involved
with the commons. Wat a fabul ous place. It's becone
the heart, a healthy heart of our community, and it's
not just a neeting space, as soneone said.

It's, it's the heart. Things happen
t here, people neet each other there, they neet new
friends there. To put it on the top of a parking
garage is conpletely unacceptabl e and absurd, and |
think that's sonething that's very inportant.

So | agree with everything el se.
Thank you.

MR. BENNETT: Thank you, M. Bird.
Next is Jamas GmIliam and then Randi Sibonga.

MR GWLLIAM Hello. [I'm Janas
Gmlliam vice president of devel opnment with Merl one
Ceier Partners, and | actually recognize a |ot of you.
|"ve been working in this community for the last two
years, getting to know a | ot of you

W' ve owned this center for al nost
five years now, and as a conpany, we own about 30
mai nly grocery anchored retail centers here in the
Seattle, greater Seattle region. As a conpany, been
i n operation about 27 years.

We have about 15 mllion square feet

fromBellinghamto San Diego, and we currently have
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about 8 mllion square feet worth of m xed use

devel opment going on in our conpany, and a | ot of that
is aresult of this shift that we're seeing in the
retail world that a ot of you read in the headlines.
There's a | ot of changes that are going on.

W first wanted to thank you for the
opportunity to participate in this process. Really,
si nce August, we've been participating in these
pl anni ng conm ssion neetings. |'ve seen a coupl e of
you there, but it definitely hasn't been this busy.

So it's insightful to hear your coments and your
t houghts and | ook forward to continuing those
conversati ons.

Li ke many of you, we're carefully
participating in this process with an eye towards how
our investnent would be inpacted. A lot of you have
investments here in the city. That is a concern of
yours. This is an investnent of ours. W own this
grocery retail center that a ot of you utilize on a
dai ly basi s.

Any prospect of redevel opment for us
we' re wei ghi ng agai nst a perfectly good grocery
(unintelligible) retail center right now, from our
perspective, and so we see that a | ot of work has been

done, | ooking back even 14 years to this -- the forner
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task force. | know a |lot of you were on that task
force, and | have met with a ot of you who have
shared the work that went into that.

A |l ot has changed since then, and in
terns of the retail environnment we're in and the
growm h and the change that's going to happen with
Sound Transit. So we're participating in this process
determ ni ng whet her there's an opportunity to nove
forward with any type of a change.

And so, | think it's inportant to
poi nt out as well that we do not have a plan. It was
stated in the DEIS that we have a plan. W do not
have a plan for redevel oping this property. W were
not involved in determning the tinmelines here or
putting any of these concepts together.

W' ve been providing feedback, as any

owner of property in the city is allowed to do, and we

wll continue to do that throughout this process.
We'll be submitting a conmment letter on the DEI'S and
hopefully we'll be able to continue to engage with

many of you, and hopefully answer a |lot of the
gquestions or concerns that you have about what our
pl ans are.

| know a | ot of people, including the

| ast coupl e speakers, want to see a plan fromus. W
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-- that is not where we're coming from W are not
comng forward with a plan. W need to see where the
city is and where the community is and how that |ines
up with the vision docunent that we've seen and the
market realities that we face as an owner and

i nvestor.

So, | can't take questions, but | |ook
forward to neeting and sitting down with a | ot of you.
Thanks.

MR. BENNETT: Thank you, M. Gamlliam
Next up, Randi Sibonga, and then Bart Shilvock, or
Shi | vock.

MS. SIBONGA: d ose enough. Hello. |
have to start with just a corment. | am hunbl ed and
so proud to be part of this community that is so
clearly commtted, intelligent, and caring about our
city.

|'"'mvery di sappoi nted that nenbers of
the city council aren't here. | think it's one thing
to hear our comments in a tape, see them aggregated in
sonme sort of matrix. It's another thing for us to be
able to look themin the eye and have them be held
accountable for their positions on devel opnent of our
city. Huge di sappoi ntnent.

| live at 17410 44th Avenue Nort heast,
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and |' m speaki ng toni ght on behalf of the Lake Forest
Park Stewardshi p Foundation. |'m a board nenber
there, and as responsible stewards in this comunity,
we each read the very lengthy DEIS. W | ooked for
things that you woul d expect to see in an

envi ronnment al i npact statenent.

We | ooked for a consideration of
significant environmental inpacts and their
mtigation. W |ooked for reasonable density and
hei ght, green, sustainable building practices and
materials, and lead certified kinds of construction,
anenities for the public |ike enhancenents of near by
streans, tree cover, wal king paths, plantings of
native plants.

We | ooked for inpact fees to defray
t he higher cost to our infrastructure fromincreased
density and conservation efforts of our natural
resour ces.

But this DAES -- DEIS raises nore
gquestions than it provides answers for. It read |ike
a position paper that advocated for nmaxi num density

and rapid inplenentation rather than unbiased,

meani ngf ul eval uation of the site and the project that

was proposed on it.

There were over, as far as | can tell,
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$500, 000 that this city has spent on consultants in
the | ast several years, and this is the product that
we get. Hugely disappointing. Wat we really want to
see i s nmeaningful involvement with the citizenry.

We urge the city to slow this process
down. There's so nuch at stake. W have a fragile
ecosystem W have a community that has really strong
vi ews about what we want our cultural and our city hub
to look |ike, and we know our city governnent has, as
part of its framework in the 2016 to 2020 strategic
pl an, a heal thy environnent.

This is the opportunity for our city
to actually walk their talk. Let's cone up with sone
| ead practices, sone green, sustainable construction
prograns, and sone reasonabl e ideas on density and
hei ght .

Thank you very much

MR. BENNETT: Thank you, Ms. Sibonga.
(I naudi ble.) Then, Lawrence Gol dnman.

MR, SHI LVOCK: Good evening. |'m Bart
Shil vock, a 25-year nenber of the Lake Forest Park
community, and I want to add ny voice to Jean, Pau
and Doug, as fellow nenber of the vision task force
appoi nted by the mayor and speak out agai nst

particularly alternatives two and three, which are
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conpl etely out of scope for the needs of the
comunity, the community's character, or the inputs
t hat have been expressed throughout this process by
the conmunity.

| also take offense to the way that
t he docunent was witten. It felt very nuch to ne
that alternative one was di sm ssed out of hand and was
witten in a way that the conmmunity woul d reject that
and i nmedi ately gravitate towards one of the higher
density alternatives.

It's not clear to me or to anyone that
| have talked to yet where the nunber 700 canme from
To me, it's a nunber that's above what we shoul d be
doi ng and what past studi es have indicated we should
be doi ng.

| also have a little bit of trouble
with the | anguage of when we tal k about open space.
When we tal k about sonething that could be counted as
open space, a rooftop, a festival street, that, in
reality, is going to double up as park -- credit for
parking, but it's not the kind of useable open space
that's light and bright and planned and purposeful,
that we all, | think, envisioned as part of a
community that canme together to put this -- to put not

only this docunent, but this vision that represents so
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many of your inputs.

' mgoing to save the rest of ny
comments, really, for witten, because it would go on
much too | onger -- much too | ong.

The last thing | would like to say is
to echo so many of you in tal ki ng about the process,
particularly fromthis point going forward. To this
point, | think we've done a lot of things right. |
think getting community input and having | ots of
participation has really been a great thing.

And | -- | applaud the council for
doing that, but to allow one nonth fromthis point
forward or six weeks, and we're hearing tonight that

t he planning comm ssion isn't even going to have a

time -- a opportunity to comment on this, it's insane.
And if -- if our schedul e's being
driven by Sound Transit and their schedule, | think

t hat we ought to consider decoupling that part of this
fromthe process and vote on code anendnents and make
deci sions on code anendnents related to the parking
garage and spend the tine that it takes to get this
right going forward. And it's going to be a |lot nore
t han one nont h.

| thank you all for com ng out

tonight. Sonme great input, and | think I'mgoing to
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al so echo Randi's comments that | think the city
counci|l woul d have benefited a lot fromfeeling the
energy and feeling the passion behind those conments
t oday.

MR. BENNETT: Thank you, M. Shilvock.

Lawr ence Gol dnman. Probably going to ness this one up

Ann Udal og.

M5. UDALOG  Yes yes.

MR. BENNETT: Ckay.

MR. GOLDMAN. Good evening. Thank you
for hosting this neeting. | want to kind of provide a

per spective thinking about the region as a whole. W
live in Lake Forest Park. W don't live in Lake
Forest Island. |If you look at the entire region, it's
boom ng econom cal |l y, nunber of people.

This is one of the fastest grow ng
nmetropolitan areas in the entire country. \Were are
t hose people going to live? Over the |ast few years,
housi ng costs have skyrocketed. Now they've conme back
-- cone back down a little bit recently, but conpared
to a few years ago, they are really high

| f soneone, a young adult, could not
afford a house a few years ago, they're even further
frombeing able to own a house now And so what

would like to knowis what -- what is there going to
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be in these plans for affordable housing? How are you
going to make sure that people of all economc |evels
are able to live?

In the region there is an enornous
homel essness crisis. You know, where are those people
going to live? And | think we need to keep in m nd
t he bigger picture in terns of what we're devel opi ng.
How are we going to serve the city, how are we going
to serve the region as a whol e.

Green space is hugely inportant.
That's the forests and the park in Lake Forest ParKk.

It seens to me that if you' re keeping
the density and the growth in one relatively
constrained area, that |eaves nore trees. And so, |
would Iike to see a conparison. |If you have nore
devel opnment within the town center, conpare that to
wi th devel opi ng these nother-in-law units around the
entire city. You know, which of those options, how
are they going to affect the tree canopy as a whol e.
Those are things I'd like to see.

And, thank you for your tine and for
listening to our comments. Thank you.

MR. BENNETT: Thank you, M. GCol dman.
Ms. Udal og.

MS. UDALOY: Udal oy.
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MR. BENNETT: Udal oy. Thank you.
Sorry about that.

MS. UDALOY: Thank you. No, you did
wel | .

H. |'mAnn Udaloy. | have been a
resident of the town for --

MR. BENNETT: | take credit right
t here.

M5. UDALOY: -- 20 years, and | can't
claimto have been a resident and daughter and
granddaughter of early settlers, but ny famly goes
back to the 1680s in New Engl and.

And | just point out that one of our
first ancestors built a log mll in an area that
became known as Goss Town, because his nane was Coss,
and Goth -- Goss Town | ooks real different now than it
did in the 1680s. Really different.

So, everyone in this room has done a
great job of articulating the concerns of people who
can nmake it to this neeting. |I'mjust going to take a
m nute and articul ate concerns of people who aren't in
this room because | know a | ot of them

|'ve got a 20-sonething son who's hone
caring for our grandfather, who's al nost 96. W

happen to live in one of the incredibly few houses in
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Lake Forest Park where | can put a wheelchair ranp in
and get himinto the house. Were do elders |ive?

| have two sons who have noved out of
Lake Forest Park and aren't com ng back, because they
can't afford half mllion plus for our little
t hr ee- bedroom home, which, frankly, is not a
particularly great house. Half a mllion bucks for
this piece? Were are they going to live?

Lake Forest Park, when it started,
there were a whole | ot of covenants on the properties.
Al'l the | akeshore properties were devel oped with
covenants. Blacks were only allowed to be there if
they were servants. No agents need apply.

A lot of the properties in Lake Forest
Park were devel oped with covenants, a | ot of people
not in this room because they were never allowed to
be third generation owners of land in this community.
So, we do need to have sone form of devel opnent.

| agree, a 60-day w ndow for
eval uating a developnent EISis quite short. It
doesn't seementirely reasonable. And the idea of
decoupling the process fromthe Sound Transit seens
very reasonable. However, we have to tal k about
housi ng, we have to tal k about devel opnent, and we

have to cone up with sonething other than, not here.
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We can't put all the dense devel opnent
besi de the Lucky Lady. W can't put all the
devel opnment around the periphery of the town. People
need to live near transit. | would love to be able to
get to Lake Forest Park Town Center and take a bus
into town, but I'mnot supposed to park there. 1'd
i ke parking. The bus that went by ny house was

el imnated 20 years ago.

So, | want sonme | evel of devel oprent.
| want better transit. | want a place where | can use
mass transit effectively, even though I live two and a

half mles fromcity center, and |I know that change is
comng. It should be thoughtful change, but it
shoul dn't start with, not in ny backyard.

Thank you.

MR. BENNETT: Thank you, Ms. Udal oy.
That's all | have for people who are |isted and want ed
to comment, and if we m ssed you sonehow or you've had
a change of heart, please get a note up to ne or
sonet hing, but in the neantinme, our mayor, | think,
wants to make a coupl e of conments.

MAYOR JOHNSON: | just want to say,
thank you. | knowthis is a tough thing. 1've, you
know -- there's a |lot going on, and | understand that.

| appreciate immensely this roomis hot, this rooms
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not big enough. | do believe you're all going to have
a chance to stand up and talk to the council about
this, and I will see if we can sonehow nove that to
t he school, probably, or sonething.

We're all worried about everything,
and | worry every day. |I'mjust like you. 1| did
raise nmy kids here. | live here. As you all know, I
ran for council and mayor, because | was |ike a good
(i naudi ble). That's just how | feel.

That's just the way it is, but we are
doing -- | want to say this about the council.
They're working really hard. You have a good council.
| don't know where the disconnect cones. | believe
they feel |ike they' ve done nore outreach and nore
tal king to people than they've done on any project
ever in the city.

|"msorry sonme people are di sappointed
inthe EIS. | have seen both sides. Unfortunately,
"' myour mayor, so | don't vote on anything. | just,
|'"'mhere to kind of nake sure the city runs every day,
but | do really appreciate you guys taking your tinmne.
| appreciate everybody being respectful to everybody's
opi ni ons and what they got going on.

W will nove this forward. |

understand, | heard everything. 1've been here the
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whole night. | haven't just walked in for the |last 10
mnutes. |'ve been standing back there. So | really,
really appreciate all your opinions. W got them al
down; we taped them You're going to have nore
chance.

| really thank Steve and all the
staff, all you guys, thank you for all the work you
do. There is a lot of hours, a lot of tinme, but
believe me, | am-- | worry about that too.

| worry about the two state hi ghways
com ng through. | made this speech before. Nobody up
north up in Monroe or any town above us cares about
how nmuch traffic cones through Lake Forest Park, and
every day we live it and now we're dealing with
cut-through traffic.

We're dealing with things, and if you
don't think the mayor cares about the environnent, |I'm
the first mayor that's ever wanted to clean up the
creek at Ballinger, and I'mgoing to get that done and
we are going to dig sonme roads and we need trees and
we're all in together.

So, thanks for everything you do and
t hanks for being great citizens and we will continue
this process forward. And on your way out, |I'd like

to give you a cookie, but we don't (inaudible). You

206 622 6875 | 800 8316973
production@yomreporting.com
www.yomreporting.com



o 0o~ WD

\l

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

PUBLIC HEARING (EXCERPT); January 16, 2019

62

guys have a great night.
Thanks for everything.

(END OF TRANSCRI PTI ON)
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TRANSCRI PTI ON CERTI FI CATE

|, CHERYL J. HAMMER, the undersigned
Certified Court Reporter in and for the state of
Washi ngton, do hereby certify:

That the foregoing transcript was
transcri bed under ny direction; that the transcript is
true and accurate to the best of ny know edge and
ability to hear the audio; that | amnot a relative or
enpl oyee of any attorney or counsel enployed by the
parties hereto; nor aml financially interested in the

event of the cause.

W TNESS My HAND this 17th day of March

2019.

CV W"L‘“ﬂ\%kl\\\v\x (L

CHERYL J. HAMMVER
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Page 2 Page 4
1 --0Q-- 1 this new building.
2 2 MR BENNETT: Thank you, M. Rosen.
3 (BEA NN NG OF TRANSCR PTI QN 3 Julian Anderson, and then Dale Cote.
4 MR BENNETT: Thank you, Mandy. If 4 MR ANDERSON  @ood evening. Just for
5 you'd turn the podi umback to the way it was, | 5 the record, |'mopposed to alternative two and three,
6 appreciate that. 6 and they're both pretty huge. | favor alternative
7 FEMMLE VOCE  Yes. 7 one, and some of its details mght have to be | ooked
8 MR BENNETT: So we have about 25 8 at, but | recognize that the maxi numheight on the
9 people already signed up who have indicated they want 9 southern half of the property is lower in alternative
10 to speak, sowe're going to lint the amount of tine 10 one thanit is on the northern side.
11  per speaker to three mnutes. 11 But ny comment is really nore
12 There are nore sign-up sheets in the 12 generalized. Mich of what | have read and heard at
13 back if you would still like to speak. (ne of M. 13 neetings begins with a vision, like what you heard
14 Roberts' teamw || cone back and collect the remaining |14 tonight, that our comunity wll benefit by the
15 sheets if you have had a change of heart on that 15 anmenities that wll be required in any redevel opnent
16 issue. 16 of the town center, anmenities such as enlarged tree
17 There's some ground rules. You cannot |17 canopy, a park around Lyon Creek, generous public open
18 save tine to sonmeone el se. Everybody has three 18 space, nore vibrant retail offers, nore diverse
19 ninutes, and you'll see a blinking green light, which |19 housing stock, even affordable housing, et cetera.
20 neans you have one minute |eft when you're up there, 20 This vision winds up with a concl usion
21 and then at 30 seconds left you'll have a -- the light |21 that the inpacts of sone greater density negative
22 turns yellow 22 inpacts at the town center is the price for all these
23 So if sonebody el se has spoken before |23 desirable anenities, but in the draft code anendnents
24 you and you agree with what they say, you can just 24 and sone of the EES alternatives and in some of the
25 say, | agree with so-and-so, and that would be a 25 nmeetings | have attended, | hear a different tune, a
Page 3 Page 5
1 perfectly legitimate conment. 1 tune that begins wth doing what's necessary to
2 P ease be respectful of your fellow 2 attract a devel oper and mininizing the costs and
3 citizens' tine. |f you go over your tine or you 3 inconveniences of requirenents that may |essen the
4 applaud, you're taking away someone el se's tine to be 4 developer's interests or profitability.
5 heard and you're interfering with other citizens' 5 Two days ago, at the council's
6 rights to hear all the points that are being 6 comunity of the whole neeting, this is an exanple, a
7 represented tonight. 7 council nenber brought up an inpact discussed in the
8 So I'mgoing to call out nanes in 8 HS aquestion about the adequacy of the water supply
9 order of what the sheets | have here. "Il call out 9 for alternatives two and three, with their many
10 two nanes, and the second person shoul d be getting 10 residential units.
11 near the podiumand ready to speak at the close of the |11 Veter to this whole site is provided
12 remarks of the person just before them 12 by the Lake Forest Park Véter District, and they have
13 So first to speak woul d be Anparo 13 their own plan for capital inprovements, but the DHS
14 Rosen, and then Julian Anderson. Amparo. 14 information makes the adequacy of water supply
15 M5, ROBEN Good evening. | livein 15 question a reasonabl e concern.
16  Sheridan Beach, and this has been quite the process. 16 Discussion at that neeting ensued, but
17 (ne of the things that comes to mind when | see all of |17 it ended after one of the consultants present said
18 this is Lake Forest Park is small, and | think of 18 that the water district has Innif inner ties to other
19 infrastructure, and when | was reading through the 19 water systens and coul d easily open the gates to those
20 naterial there was an aquifer, is what Lake Forest 20 cross-connections and acquire water fromel sewhere to
21 Park's uses, and the sewer inpact has not been 21 fully supply even alternative three.
22 currently -- is not currently known. 22 Many in Lake Forest Park place high
23 So | think before | go to building 23 value on the pure artesian water provided by this
24 something, | would like to have a very clear picture 24 water district, which is not degraded by the residues
25 of howthey plan to do the infrastructure to support 25 of chemcal treatments or additions.
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Page 6 Page 8
1 The consul tant's remark was tone deaf, 1 How does adding 1,500 to 1,700 units
2 deaf to the conmunity's tune. This is just a recent 2 plus a 300 parking garage -- 300 cars have to drive to
3 exanple of the tune that views desired amenities as a 3 the garage, with an increased nunber of buses to bring
4 burden on devel oprent, not as the fundanental reason 4  nore people to light rail, how does that not
5 to even consider redevel oprent. 5 drastically inpact traffic?
6 | hope the counci| nenbers recogni ze 6 Fromthis draft environnmental inpact
7 this unvel cone tune and resist it. 7 statenent, chapter 3, page 8, fire department reports
8 MR BENNETT:  Thank you, M. Anderson. 8 concerns about congestion on access in front of the
9 Next up, Dale Gote, and then Barbara Sharkey. 9 station. Wat is the specific plan to address this
10 MR QOIE H. Good evening. Thank 10 safety issue?
11 you. I'Il begin, ny nane is Dale Cote. My wifeand | |11 Chapter 3, section 3.5, page 71,
12 have lived here for 26 years, and ny wife actually was |12 traffic operations at the intersection surrounding the
13 born and raised in Lake Forest Park. 13 town center could be affected by increased devel opment
14 V' re excited about the possibility of |14 at the town center. That could occur with
15 redevel opnent and revitalization of the town center. 15 inplenentation of alternative analysis inthis BS
16 V¢ do believe there could be inprovements. However, a | 16 The study does not showtraffic inpact cut-through on
17 couple things to note. 17 surroundi ng roads and nei ghborhoods and pedestrian
18 | was a nmenber of the task force that 18 safety. This needs to be studied.
19 resulted in the current zoning of the town center 19 And then, finally -- | got to hurry
20 alternative one. |'dlike to note that the nunber of |20 here. M redlight's up. So, in addition, fromthe
21 housing units resulting fromthat task force is mich 21 DES bringing residents into the proxinty with
22 different than the nunber of units proposed in 22 shopping services in town center can also reduce the
23 alternative one that we see in the -- inthis 23 overal|l nunber of car trips in the comunity and
24 proposal . 24 region. This should be reduced, the overall vehicle
25 There's no explanation for the change, |25 travel nmiles in the region, bringing a variety of
Page 7 Page 9
1 sothat would be a question. The city's promoting 1 other positive results such as less traffic congestion
2 alternative one as no change. The narketing of 2 on highways and -- and arterials.
3 alternative one as no change is incorrect. Based on 3 This is aridiculous statenent.
4 that nunber of housing units allowed, it inplies that 4 Thinking that bringing 1,700 units, naively they'Il
5 the town center will remain exactly as it is today, 5 only bring one car, and adding a 300 car garage al ong
6 resulting in nmsleading the comunity into supporting 6 wth nore buses, wll reduce traffic congestion is
7 only alternative two and al ternative three. 7 absolutely absurd. | just ask that we study it nore
8 After all, no change neans it's goi ng 8 closely.
9 tobeasis. | would suggest marketing alternative 9 Thanks.
10 one as current zoning. The remainder of ny comments 10 MR BENNETT: Thank you, M. Cote.
11 really have to do with traffic and I'I1 -- |'1l 11  Next up is Barb Sharkey, and then Julia Bent.
12 address sone other concerns in a witten form 12 M5 SHARKEY: Thank you. |'mBarbara
13 The potential of adding 1,500 to 1,700 | 13 Sharkey. |'mhere with ny, a picture's worth a
14 units to the town center wthout extensive traffic 14 thousand words. |'Il try to be brief. The -- oh, |
15 study on both the town center and surrounding 15 have to read that. Thank you.
16  nei ghborhoods is irresponsible. Neighborhoods are 16 The proposed buil dings are way out of
17 currently experiencing cut-through traffic attenpting |17 scale for the area. They will literally block the
18 toget inand out of the town center during peak 18 sun, as was nentioned. | was glad that | had the
19 hours, and attenpting to access Bothell Wy is a 19 right idea. FromGCctober to March you can see the
20 significant challenge currently. 20 buildings, 85 75, 65. Hereis me and ny husband down
21 The ability to safely walk 21 here, five and a half feet, six feet. W are not
22 nei ghborhoods and the town center is increasingly 22 going to see the sun if you live there.
23 dangerous due to the current traffic issues. The fire |23 The low lying area of the mall is the
24 station has also noted the challenge of exiting to 24 basin for all the water comng fromall three
25 access emergency calls in -- is currently a probl em 25 directions, trying to flowinto Lake Vshington. It
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Page 10 Page 12
1 is awetlands. The crows have institutional nenory 1 rows, not similated in any way the forest in Lake
2 that it is awetlands, and even if 50 years ago 2 Forest Park.
3 construction changed the soil conposition underneath, 3 A amninum aplay area wth at
4 that was to support a parking lot, not these huge 4 least one grove of trees, shrubs, and some open space
5  buildings. 5 should be included in any design, and in addition to
6 I'n 2015, we successfully fixed our 6 placing disbursed trees to mtigate the hardcapes.
7 flooding problens with the culverts, disrupting the 7 Trees are valuable. They filter storm
8 natural underground springs that (unintelligible) the 8 water, and they do cut down O enissions. They
9 areawll just make matters worse again. It is a 9 provide shade, et cetera, et cetera. V¢ all know
10  wetlands. 10 their benefits.
1 Tal king about the traffic and access. 11 This is necessary to maintain sone
12 About six cars right nowcan exit the nall on each 12 senblance of the green nature of Lake Forest Park that
13 left turn green light down by Starbucks. The backup 13 Lake Forest Park residents moved here to enjoy.
14 begins about 4:00 each afternoon. Even if you add 14 Such a space coul d al so provide a
15 another lane there and also (unintelligible) going on |15 neaningful natural place for children to recreate and
16 to Ballinger, it won't be enough to get even the 300 16  experience at least a small sliver of the natural
17 cars fromthe parking garage into and out of the mall, |17 world that we in this city profess to treasure.
18 much less another 7 to 800 cars associated with this 18 Thank you.
19 many residentia units. Thank you. 19 MR BENNETT: Thank you very nuch, M.
20 MR BENNETT: Thank you, M. Sharkey. 20 Bent. MNow Jean Robbins, and then Doug Mtchell.
21 Next up, Julia Bent and then Jean Robbins. 21 M. RBBBINS H. Aml being recorded
22 MS. BENT: Thank you. |'m speaking 22 for the city council? Tell me who's hearing ne.
23 tonight as a private citizen, but | do note that as a |23 MR BENNETT: V¢'re recording for use
24 tree board nenber, | do have a particular interest in |24 inwiting the (unintelligible).
25 trees. 25 M. RBBINS Al right.
Page 11 Page 13
1 The al ternatives presented here do not 1 MR BENNETT:  So everybody woul d have
2 provide much in the way of green space. Presunably, 2 the (inaudible).
3 the proposed departnents are designed, at least in 3 M. RBBINS: |'mJean Robbins, and |
4 part, for fanlies. Were are the children fromthese | 4 was a nenber of the mayor's task force for the vision
5 famlies going to play? There are two nearby parks, 5 plan, which was a culmnation of all the hearings and
6  Wispering Wilows and B ue Heron, but they are snall 6 participation neetings you attended, and then we were
7 and hardly capabl e of providing a neaningful outdoor 7 selected fromvarious areas of your city to represent
8 experience for children of any age. 8 very different areas.
9 Children in urban areas are thought by | 9 | have to say, |'mvery nervous about
10 many to suffer fromnature deficit disorder. The 10 speaking, so | was advised -- | thought | was talking
11 alternatives don't address this issue in any 11 tothe council. | was advised to just envision them
12 significant way. The little bit of proposed green 12 as naked, so now | have to envision all of you as
13  space along and spanned in Lyons Qreek is totally 13 naked. Sorry about that. At least it's a warmnight.
14 insufficient. | wonder about the anmount of mitigating | 14 | feel there's a great di sconnect
15 trees, shrubs, and open space in general. 15  between the vision plan here, this beautiful vision
16 Inthe DE'S, chapter 4.2 pays lip 16 plan, which Mandy really did a great job with, and we
17 service to problens of stormwater managenent, to 17 really appreciated her |eadership on that, but there's
18 followup on the previous coment, by and they -- and |18 a big disconnect between this beautiful vision plan,
19 inthis chapter rain gardens and inpervious pavenents |19 whichis all of your ideas culmnated, and the DBS
20 are nentioned in passing, but | did not see any 20 plans.
21 indication of these anenities, especially rain gardens |21 During our neetings, housing units,
22 inthese plans. | didn't see any space where they 22 housing unit nunbers vere not discussed. A one
23 could go. 23 point, a nunber of 850 units was thrown out and ve all
24 As atree lover, it seens to ne the 24 gasped, but we were told not to worry. It woul d never
25 trees sketched in on the plans are rigidly placed in 25 be that high. And so, it's clearly different now
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Page 14 Page 16
1 So, now we're |ooking at the 1 MR MTQHELL: Hello. M nane is Doug
2 possibility of 700 or 1,000 units, and even naybe 2 Mtchell. | live over on 26th Avenue in the vest side
3 1,500 housing units. That's way different than 551 3 of town, and along wth Jean and some of ny ot her
4 units. V@ are feeling quite deceived in a way when 4 colleagues here, | had the privilege of serving on the
5 looking at the city's conprehensive plan. Were the 5 town center vision task force last year, and I'm
6 heck did these housing nunbers cone fron? 6 grateful to Mayor Johnson for giving ne that
7 The Gowth Management Act, with a 20 7 opportunity.
8 -- with a prospective to 2035, concluded again these 8 I"I'l get right tony top bullet point.
9 lower housing unit nunbers and then you add in this 9 It looks to ne like the work that went into the vision
10 bonus clause, which again, we never heard of at the 10 docurent, not just by the task force, but by the
11 task force. ¢ have no idea where that came fromand |11 hundreds of people that showed for the various public
12 it's really not clear howthat gets enpl oyed. 12 events that vent intoit, all that work just was |eft
13 So instead of 700 units, nowwe're up |13 by the wayside when this DH S was devel oped.
14 to 1,000 because of this bonus plan that we've never 14 | don't know a single person who was
15 heard of. Some may say that this plan is outdated, 15 involved in the process last year who said or wote
16 but inreality, where's the data to nmake these changes |16 anything that sounded like it woul d have supported
17 in Lake Forest? 17 alternative two or three. Everyone | have talked to
18 It seens that we are -- this plan -- 18 since the DH'S was published has been shocked at
19 these plans are for a specul ative devel oper, not the 19 what's proposed.
20 citizens who cane to the comunity neetings and shared | 20 Last year, there was never any talk of
21 their hopes, and yet we have no data for what 21 seven-story nmixed use devel opnent. There was never
22 (unintelligible) desires. 22 any nention of adding 1,500 dwelling units. Thisis
23 Wiere is the data to indicate the 23 all new This has nothing to do with the vision
24 housing needs? There has never been a clear survey of |24 docunent that was supposed to be driving this entire
25 the nunber of seniors in the city who mght want to 25 project. The vision docunent contains a detailed set
Page 15 Page 17
1 have lived in an apartnent at the town center, and for 1 of goals and policies.
2 those who enbrace aging here, how small night the 2 I"I' skip the details tonight because
3 apartnents be? 3 so many people want to speak, but | don't see any
4 | have recently heard of the concept 4 references at all inthe DEESto any of the specific
5 of pod units. Is this really what our seniors want, 5 goals and policies of the vision document, not one.
6 given that many of our people in Lake Forest Park have | 6 Not a single one.
7 the neans to create sonething el se for thensel ves and 7 Frankly, it's hard for ne to believe
8 live outside of the city in another green area, 8 that the vision document, all the work that went into
9  perhaps? 9 it by hundreds of citizens was taken seriously in
10 | just want to close wth saying that 10 devel oping this docunent.
11 the city of Seattle clearly is noving towards hi gh 11 Ckay. On to another separate problem
12 density, but even in the city of Seattle they are 12 The city's 2015 conprehensive plan specifies a target
13 naking anendnents for communities |ike Munt Baker, 13 of 551 additional housing units city wde, out to
14 Queen Anne, Grown HIIl, so that where they're housing |14 2035 The three alternatives, as we all know by now
15 single unit house -- single housing, whatever the term |15 provide for 700, 1,200, and 1,500 additional housi ng
16 is, that they are naking amendments for that to 16 units.
17  decrease the density there rather than increase the 17 The DEI S talks briefly about the
18 density. 18 discrepancy between these two nunbers by saying of the
19 Thank you. 19  conp plan nunber, quote, these estinates are likely
20 MR BENNETT: Thank you, M. Robbins. 20 nowoutdated, end quote. Look, an HSis a docunent
21 M. RBBBINS: And you can all get 21 that's based on science and facts. Statenents |ike
22 dressed again. 22 this one, clainmng that the target's codified in a
23 MR BENNETT: Next up is Doug 23 conp plan are likely outdated, really have no place in
24 Mtchell, and after M. Mtchell wll be Lorraine 24 an HS
25 Bodi. 25 If you vant to override the growh
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Page 18 Page 20
1 targets in the conp plan, you're going to have to cone | 1 disingenuous on traffic, the availability of resident
2 up wth sone facts, sone data, and sone evidence 2 parking, infrastructure inpacts, open space and public
3 backing up your clains. 3 space.
4 Now, one nore basic question is, why 4 The inconsistency with the vision
5 are alternatives two and three necessary to inpl enent 5 docunent, the characterization of alternative one as
6 the vision which the citizens prepared |ast year? 6 allowng far nore devel opnent than the base code
7 Mandy before asked us, tell us why you don't want 7 requires or allows, | nean, and nore. There are nore
8 1,500 houses. |'mgoing to turn that around and say, 8 issues like that.
9 who wants 1,500 housing units? Were did that cone 9 The key Lake Forest Park val ues the
10 fron? None of the citizens wanted it in the entire 10 needs that | think shoul d be better addressed include
11  process last year. 11 preserving the lowrise character of the Lake Forest
12 There's just no justification 12 Park conmunity, so we don't ook |ike Lake Aty and
13 whatsoever for those nunbers. The DES in ny 13 Northgate or even worse.
14 opinion, should be conpletely revised with nore 14 | support alternative one, but with an
15 appropriate housing nunbers and with a greater 15 adjustnment to reflect the base of the code and the
16 attention to the goals and policies of the vision 16  urban guidelines are not automatic. That's a --
17 docunent, which the citizens provided to you in good 17 that's a separate process. So let's go -- let's use
18 faith and after a lot of hard work. 18 the current code and enhance it based on vision
19 MR BENNETT: Thank you, M. Mtchell. |19 docunents.
20 Next upis Lorraine Bodi, and then following M. Bodi, |20 | think we need meani ngful open space
21 David Jardine. | apologize if | messed up your |ast 21 and green space. | won't gointo that. Everyone's
22 nane. 22 talked about that.
23 MS. BD: H. M nane's Lorraine 23 | vant to nention community neeting
24  Bodi, and |'man environmental |awer and a longtine 24 space. As | read the docunent, the community neeting
25 resident of Lake Forest Park. |'ve worked on B Ss, 25  space that woul d now be on the roof of a parking
Page 19 Page 21
1 and thisis aninportant one, because this is the 1 garage in this scenario. So again, that's the kind of
2 blueprint. Have they tried to downplay that in the 2 like weird things that consultants may wite, but the
3 presentation? This is the blueprint for what can 3 people of Lake Forest Park would never wite sonething
4 happen over the next 20 or so years. Soit's 4 like that.
5 inportant to get this right and get it consistent with | 5 So | have to say, | value having --
6 the vision docunent. 6 being able to park at the mall and not have to pay for
7 I"mso disappointed in this docunent. 7 it. It makes ne -- when I'min a hurry or when | have
8 It solittle reflects our critical Lake Forest Park 8 alot of things in the car, it makes ne shop here.
9 values and vision. It needs to be conpletely redone. 9 So, | thinkit's inportant to preserve that as well.
10 | agree with that coment. 10 So one last thing. This neeting is
1 | support further devel opment at the 11 ridicul ous, that we have peopl e standing outside when
12 town center, and the current code and requirements and | 12 the last neeting was standing roomonly too.
13 vision docunent allowthat to happen, but | went it to |13 MR BENNETT:  Thank you for your
14 be comunity oriented. | want us to preserve the 14 coments.
15 conmercial use for all of our citizens, and | want 15 M. BAD: | would just say, | used to
16 residential use to be secondary to that. 16 work for an agency and if we had a crowd like this, we
17 | support residential use, but not as |17 would be bringing in chairs all the way up here --
18 the prinary purpose. | want this to be a town center |18 QQLLECTIVE VA CES:  Yeah.
19 for us, avibrant town center. | don't want it to be |19 M. BAD: -- so that everyone coul d
20 Lake Aty or Northgate. W& don't live in Lake Forest |20 cone in or finding a different meeting | ocation.
21 Park because we vant to be like Lake Aty and 21 MR BENNETT:  Thank you for your
22 Northgate. 22 conments, ma'am
23 | think the DE'S, for reasons nany 23 M5. BODI: (ne last thing. The
24 peopl e have nentioned, is short on transparency and 24 schedule is ridicul ous.
25 full disclosure on the key issues. It's really 25 MR BENNETT: Al right. So thank
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1 you. Next upis David Jardine, and then Jack Tonkin. 1 and finally came to the conclusionin a

2 MR JARDNE Véll, | think | can be 2 (unintelligible) neeting that this maybe wasn't the

3 brief. I'mgrateful for the two peopl e who have 3 vision that they had, and so they pushed it back to
4 participated in the vision process for providing the 4 the planning comission for a review

5 clarifying statements, because as | |ooked through the | 5 And then subsequent!y, sone on the

6 alternatives here, | thought, gee, that doesn't 6 council who are devel opnent nminded tried to push the

7 reflect, certainly, what | want and it doesn't reflect 7 whole thing through with a | ess than quorumand our

8 what anybody that | knowin the conmunity woul d want. 8 good mayor vetoed that.

9 How did we come up with this? And | 9 Now we' re facing the sane kind of a
10 think there seens to have been a major di sconnect 10 scenario here again in housing and | think we shoul d
11 between the vision process and the out cone. 11 ask the council if thisis their visionandis this
12 VW' re presented nowwith three 12 the vision that they want, and this roomis filled
13 alternatives and told we have to choose between those. |13 with alot of voters, and | encourage you to cone to
14 Aternative one, | think our mall could use sone 14 the counci| when this conmes to their attention and you
15 inprovement. Aternatives two and three, 800 pound 15 have an opportunity to put the heat there and ask
16 gorillainthe roomis where is all of this housing 16 them is this the vision they want, and let's hear it
17 density coning fromand why is it all being put right 17 out. | want to hear that.

18 here. 18 MR BENNETT:  Thank you, M. Tonkin.
19 | think that that needs to be 19 Next up is Paul Gonin-- Qonin-- excuse ne -- and
20 reconsidered. | think that, really, rather than 20 then Robyn Atkinson.
21 having three not very good choices, we have the 21 MR CRNN Good evening. M nane's
22 opportunity to use sone inagination, perhaps sone of 22 Paul Gonin. | was also selected to sit on the vision
23 the work that was in the vision docunent, and cone up |23 commttee. Doug and Jean have spoke before me. |'d
24 wvith areally good and satisfactory alternative that 24 like to -- there's been a lot of references to the
25 will work for the conmunities. And |'d especially 25 vision docunent that we vere entrusted by the

Page 23 Page 25

1 encourage this group to do that. Thanks. 1 comunities to endorse, and so as a reninder, |

2 MR BENNETT:  Thank you for your 2 thought 1'd just read a fewexcerpts fromthat, from

3 comment. And now Jack Tonkin, and then Paul Qonin. 3 the sustainability section of Vision of the Future.

4 M TOWIN Wen | first becane avare | 4 The town center is more green than

5 of what was going on, probably over a year ago, and | 5 gray. Ater all, Forest is our nmddle nane. Fromthe

6 understand the need for a garage if the SC3 is going 6 sane section as the Vision of the Future, buildings

7 topayfor it andif we'rereally going to have a need | 7 should be set back fromthe surrounding residential

8 for that kind of traffic. Sothe garage nakes sense. 8 areas and frombusy hi ghways, corridors, and

9 If we can locate it in a place and 9 designated (unintelligible) stories that step back
10 make it so unobtrusive as possible, | guess I'm okay 10 fromincrease -- fromheights that increase.

11 with that, because it still allows our people to shop. |11 And | think the nost inportant one in
12 | al so support the idea of what the 12 the comon thene | seemto hear tonight, retaining a
13 two forces comng together are, and that is there's a |13 sense of scale akin to avillage, a small town, not
14 lot of citizens who would |ike to downsize or woul d 14 too urban. Thank you.

15 live -- would like to livein the park. There's 15 MR BENNETT: Thank you, M. Qonin --
16 outsiders who would like to live in the park, and we 16 excuse ne -- and nowis Robyn Atkinson, and then
17  have nade several attenpts, clustered housing bei ng 17 Mlissa Roberts.

18 one of them to accomodate that. 18 MB. ATKINSON  H. |'mRobyn
19 It makes nore sense to me, if it's 19 Akinson, and ny famly noved here in the nid 1920s,
20 attractive and if it's the right count, to have 20 so we've been around a while, and we've always been
21 housing or living conditions such as apartnents within |21 troubl enakers. So, everything | wanted to say
22 the center, but | think what | see intwo and three is |22 everybody's already said.

23 nothing of what our vision was back then. 23 | will add, that over this last week |
24 And |"ve seen the council last year 24 have nade sonme phone calls, one to an extrenely |arge
25 pushing cluster housing, seven houses in a back Iot, 25 devel oper, presented the Lake Forest Park one, two,
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1 and three and the tinelines that the devel oper was 1 MR BENNETT: Thank you, M. Atkinson.
2 asking for and our city council and they were 2 Next up, Melissa Robertson, and then Ethan Robertson.
3 incredul ous. They could not believe anybody would ask | 3 M. RCBERTS(N M nane is Melissa
4 for these tinelines and for this type of intense 4 Robertson. As you know fromyour many attenpts to ask
5 zoning for this area. 5 the comunity for input on dreans and visions of the
6 So then | called a city manager, a 6 town center, we are peopl e who yern for opportunities
7 small city in the south, bigger than Lake Forest Park, 7 to safely walk and bike in our neighborhoods, for
8 but not as about big as Burien, and | laid out the 8 nature preservation, and inprovenent and for authentic
9 sane scenario to them They were thunderstruck. They | 9 community building spaces.
10 could not believe anybody would even try to get away 10 You know that already. V¥ know that
11 with this. 11  about ourselves also, but when you say that you want
12 So, this is an unusual situation we 12 to inprove the devel opnental prospects of our town's
13 find ourselves in. Qur task force, years ago, put 13 center, you make ne very nervous. | want you to focus
14 together a plan that the city paid for. Veéll 14 on creating code recomendations that exceed our
15 researched. V¢ had beautiful plans that everybody got |15 quality of life right now
16 tolook at, with livability here for 400 units, 400 16 V¢'re not |ooking for green space and
17 fabulous new nei ghbors, and it's all gone. That's not |17 open space in the buffers along the edges of the town
18 even on the board out there. It's only about what 18 center or on the rooftop gardens or in festival
19 this current devel oper would |ike to do. 19 streets that mainly act as parking and traffic spaces,
20 So, | urge our council, that works 20 adding up to 3.9 acres. W're looking for actual
21 hard, and our planning department to rethink this. 21 gathering spaces.
22 Qdve us at least 90 days like everybody el se gets to 22 V¢ don't went less. V¢ want nore. W
23 look at the options. 23 want to work together. V¢ want to know that our
24 And as far as traffic goes, when 24 elected officers and the consultants that we hired
25 Sarbucks can hold all of us hostage. If you think 25 aren't giving us |ip service when they ask what we
Page 27 Page 29
1 1,500 residences, that mght, mght be 3,000 cars, 1 want, but that they're working toward creating a
2 won't nake an inpact, then you need a new al gorithm 2 purpose filled comunity at every opportunity.
3 because that conputer lied to you. 3 Pl ease, bend over backwards for the
4 | mean, let's face it, all of youthat | 4 people, not for the devel opers.
5 know the back roads, we take themin the norning, 5 MR BENNETT: Thank you M. Robertson.
6 because Bothel| Wy shuts down from Kennore to 145th, 6 Next upis Ehan Robinson[sic], and then TJ Fudge.
7 andif you'rein landscaping, like | have been for the | 7 MB. RCBERTSON Al right. |'mgoing
8 last 35 years, the crews are conming fromthe outlying 8 toread Bhan's coments for him This is him
9 areas for construction, |andscaping, plunbing, 9 Dear Aty Gouncil, ny momgoes to a
10 whatever, and they can't get through and it's our 10 lot of neetings. Sonme of themare at our house, and |
11 clients that are paying that conmte tine at $50 an 11 listenin fromour loft. Sonetines | play Legos or
12 hour per |aborer. 12 read books during the neetings.
13 So, please, there is not roomfor 13 The last nmeeting was about our
14 those 1,500 units here, but with mother-in-law units, 14 neighborhood. | love our town. M favorite things
15 we coul d squeeze themin somewhere around the park. 15 are Third Place Books, being able to ride ny bike
16 That way the noney stays in the park, it stays with 16 around the nei ghborhood, and | like that there's nore
17  the honeowner, and if you don't want a garden at your |17 nature here. M fanily loves trees. Pease don't |et
18 house anynore, you can nove into that |ovely ATU or 18 there be less nature.
19 AD-- | forget the initials for it -- and garden in 19 I"mreally looking forward to going to
20 someone el se's yard and have your rent greatly 20 the town center when |'molder and hang out with ny
21 reduced. 21 friends. |'mseven years old, soit's going to be a
22 That way the noney stays in the park, 22 vhile before | get to hang out there, but ny brother's
23 we continue to shop here at a lovely shopping center 23 nine, soit's going to be sooner for him | see hig
24 that has interesting boutiques and fabul ous food, and |24 kids doing it all the tine.
25 only 400 new residences. Thank you. 25 But have you net ny mon? She's a
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1 little crazy, even though | know she |oves ne, so | 1 vision, it is largely consistent with what went before
2 don't think she would et us go if there were big 2 and | don't think it's fair the way this presents it,
3 trafficjans all the time, with tons of people. Pus, 3 that what is allowed under alternative one seens to be
4 why would we go there if there's no more Third P ace 4 being presented as if we don't get the protections or
5 or stores we |ike? 5 theinterests that are in the vision statenent.
6 Are you going to nake any places for 6 And so, | as a planning comm ssi oner
7 big kids to hang out? |'mwondering what you're 7 amvery frustrated with this process and | don't
8 planning to have it look like. | hope that it has 8 believe we should act further on this.
9 lots of roomto walk and ride ny bike. | hope it 9 Unfortunately, |1've been told, due to
10 could have a higger library, with even nore books and |10 the rushed tineline, we wll not even be able to issue
11  stuff to do. |'mdreamng of a skate park and a 11  our typical recomendation to the city council, and so
12 robotic center, where we can build and fix things. 12 | think the final point I'll make is that thisis
13 | alsowant to ask if you're really 13 process has been rushed.
14 going to take down the center soon? Pease donot. | |14 MR BENNETT: Thank you, M. Fudge,
15 really love the way it is now 15 for your coment. Next up is Mke Dee, and then
16 Let's see. Come on, little... It's 16  George G antham
17 kind of hard for ne to think about the future. I'm 17 MR DEE  Howdy. Mke Dee here.
18 glad there are smart peopl e working on this project. 18  Thank you for the opportunity to comment tonight.
19 Pease think of me and ny friends and ny brother when |19 Thank you for everybody for coming out.
20 you're picking out what to do. Sincerely, Ehan 20 |"ve had an opportunity -- | know
21 Robertson. 21 you've had an opportunity to do this miltiple tines
22 MR BENNETT: Thank you, Ehan. | 22 already, 2004, 2005, and other tines.
23 appreciate your thoughtful comments. Next upis TJ 23 As far as a Qpen Public Meetings Act,
24 Fudge, and then Mke Dee. 24 | donot feel this neeting has conplied withit.
25 MR FUDE Hello. TJ Fudge. And so, |25 There was not an online agenda available for the
Page 31 Page 33
1 | would say |'mdefinitely here as a person who 1 public 24 hours ahead of tine. (nce again, it nakes
2 supports devel opment and the addition of units, but 2 it difficult for the public to cone to the neeting and
3 not inthisway. Andinthis way, | nean the process 3 be able to be prepared for it, know ng that nmaybe you
4 Dby which this is happening. 4 have to show up early to | ook at displays and know
5 So as a nenber of the planning 5 that maybe there might be limted seating and al
6 commission, | amvery distressed at the way this has 6 that.
7 been presented to the commnity in particular, this 7 A nunber of the neetings that you do
8 establishnent of what | consider a fal se choice 8 inthis process, and we have consultant after
9 between alternatives one, two, and three, not 9 consultant that continue to do this, there's different
10 recognizing that alternative one, really when built 10 processes, procedures, formats, and it makes it tough
11 intoit, has a whole range of units that could be 11 for the public to prepare for it. So|'d appreciate
12 supported. Mot just 700, or, as the draft 12 that you try to conply with the Gpen Public Meetings
13 environmental inpact states, could it go even higher, 13 Act and let peopl e know ahead of tine.
14 but also |ower. 14 As far as the draft environnental
15 And | think that needs to be 15 inpact statenent and the town center vision docunent
16  conmuni cated, as well as the fact that the 2005 task 16 that we keep hearing about, the process that -- some
17 force did a very good job of inplenenting a system 17 concerns that | had with it. The vision task force
18 where there was specifics about, if devel opnent were 18 was handpi cked by the nayor fromaround the city.
19 to occur, there would have to be the sane things that 19 That part was good as far as it being around the city,
20 weidentified inthe vision statenent; that is, 20 but thisis -- had -- this is a group that had all
21 inprovenments to Lyon Qreek, open space, the concerns 21 their neetings in secret.
22 about parking and pedestrian, bicycle travel. 22 They were not public neetings. They
23 There seens to be an inpression that 23 were all off the record. They did not have mnutes or
24 we're reinventing the wheel with this vision 24 agenda for the public. A'so during their neetings,
25 statement, and while it does present an updated 25 very fewdocunents, if any docunents, were available,
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1 except for the public through the Public Records Act, 1 the festival street is maybe a little bit wder than

2 because they are required through the Public Records 2 some of the others, but it's still a canyon.

3 Act through a public records request to provide 3 I"ve visited Amsterdamnot |ong ago,

4 certain docunents. 4 andincities like that and Mexico, for instance, even

5 It has a bunch of good stuff init, 5 inevery little town, they have their plaza, andit's

6 but the process was really -- was not appropriate, and | 6 not along, skinny valley between tall buildings.

7 1 don't believe there was any public reviewor maybe a | 7 It's a-- it's alarge rectangul ar square.

8 draft of the vision plan before it was presented. 8 In Ansterdamthey have town squares in

9 The fact sheet for your January 2019 9 various places where they have narkets, they have
10 Lake Forest Park Town Center Heart of the Community 10 playgrounds and so forth. | think this would be a
11 Draft Environmental Inpact Statenent for the town 11 great opportunity for us to have a simlar area, wth
12 center plan starts out with -- it's onthe first page |12 the creek and vegetation on one side, pavenent in part
13 here, fact sheet page 1, and it's got very fewfacts 13 of it, soforth.

14 onit. 14 The conment was nade, everybody is

15 It does have the draft -- the date 15 concerned about height. |'mkind of thinking naybe we

16 draft BSissued January 2, 2018. So the very few 16 ought to think out of the box. V¢ can't build taller

17 drafts -- very fewfacts it does have, it starts with |17 buildings than six stories because the fire code won't

18 one that's incorrect. It was not issued January 2, 18 let us? What about in Seattle? Howdo they get away

19 2018. So it makes ne question a lot of the nunbers 19 withit?

20 that arein here, and if it's been through some 20 Instead of filling the whole place

21 correction or process Or review 21 wvith these sort of Soviet style apartment blocks, why

22 I"'msure it probably has, but to start |22 not two or three taller buildings with a lot of open

23 out that way seens like a bad start or a start that 23 space in between? Let's, you know let's think out of

24 could be inproved. 24 the box. Let's think alittle smaller. Let's be

25 Alot of this environmental inpact 25 concerned about all these alternatives. Let's go back
Page 35 Page 37

1 stuff was covered at the last planning comission, and | 1 to the draw ng board.

2 the last planning conmission neeting conflicted with 2 I"mecolor vision challenged, so |

3 the legislative send-off where we tell the legislature | 3 can't tell what color the light is, but thanks a I ot
4 vhat we want for our city and we thank themfor all 4  for (inaudible).

5 the good work they've done. So | didn't have a chance | 5 MR BENNETT: Thank you, M. Gantham

6 to get sone of that, because that went long and | 6 Next upis Jason Qolberg, and then Steve Beaty. V¢

7 mssed the neeting. 7 only have two nore speakers after that, so there are

8 But thank you, everybody, that's done 8 additional sign-up sheets in the back.

9 all the stuff you're doing and good |uck and | hope 9 If you've had a change of heart and
10 this turns out for you. |'Il stay around as long as | |10 you'd like to speak, please sign one of those and one
11 canto help you. And ny tine's up. Thanks. 11  of M. Roberts' teamcan go back there and check to
12 MR BENNETT:  Thank you, M. Dee. 12 seeif there are additional people who'd like to
13 Next up, George Gantham and then Jason Col berg. 13 speak. | appreciate that. So, M. ol berg.

14 MR GRANTHAM M nane is Gantham 14 MR QBERG Thank you. So ny focus
15 and | have lived in Lake Forest Park for about 20, 20 |15 is on inpact fees, and part of that is when | first

16 years. | livedinthe Seattle area all ny life. I'm |16 started getting involved with city governance about

17 third generation in this area. So, we really have 17 five years ago, it was kind of mdstreamof planning
18 seen sone changes. 18 and process for the southern gateway, and | renenber
19 I'd like to say, first off, that | 19 one of the first things | ever read over was kind of a
20 think peopl e have brought up tremendous things here 20 visioning docunent, a lot of handwitten coments

21 that really need to be taken into consideration. 21 about all the amenities and the things that people

22 (ne thing 1'd like to say is, when | 22 wanted for the southern gateway.

23 seeinthe plans two and three, and possibly even plan |23 M perspective on that is nothing has
24 one, we don't know what that woul d end up | ooking 24 cone to afruitioninterns of that, that -- that

25 like. | see canyons and buildings with canyons. Even |25 term that large project that the city tackled, and as
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1 far as |'maware, there was never discussion, never 1 Next up, Seve Beaty and then Jay Weatl ey.
2 consideration of inpact fees that are alloted or 2 MR BEATY: Hy. Steve B, and I've
3 allowed by the Gowh Managerment Act. 3 only lived here for three or four years. | have
4 And the way | understand this -- and 4 definitely enbraced Lake Forest Park and
5 I'mnot an expert inthis, but the way I'm 5  Belaw ck[phonetic] and Shoreline. Just a way better
6 understanding it, is the growh inpact -- or the 6 place toraiseny kids, if you ask ne.
7 inpact fees mght allowus the leverage and al so the 7 | have a coupl e of comrents | wanted
8 possible funding for the city to be putting -- having 8 tomke. Thefirst is about the concept of the master
9 sone noney available to provide for the anenities that | 9 use plan, or the conprehensive |and use plan. |'ve
10 we're wanting for both this property and sone of the 10  been watching the process evol ve over several years,
11 other things we've... 11  And right now | believe that a master use plan or plan
12 (ne of the coments | read on Next 12 of the -- of howthe entire site would get built out
13 Door is the other districts, the water district, the 13 over tine is a recomendation, not a requirenent.
14 school district, fire school districts, don't have a 14 | woul d suggest, | woul d hope the
15 voice in terns of raising fees or having noney coming |15 council woul d enbrace the idea of naking that a
16 in, inwhich they'Il need to provide services for 16 requirement. Cbviously with this many conponents and
17 this. 17 all the things, different players want to gointo
18 So the inpact fees are, | think, 18 this, open space and anenities, devel oper wants to put
19 sonething | know were nentioned around Cctober or 19 inalot of houses, there's alot of different
20 Novenber to the council during public comment. Not by |20 conponents and in -- in any scenario, | think, it's
21 e, by soneone else, and then |'mnot hearing or 21 real easy to see the devel oper's going to build the
22 reading or seeing anything el se about those. 22 most profitable parts first and then put off the
23 So that's something | think we need to be 23 amenities until they are -- until or put themoff
24 really serious about, because | think the anount of 24 indefinitely.
25 noney, fromwhat | can tell, is huge. And to give 25 M in-laws noved to a pl anned
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1 sone exanple, ny initial research, very basic, the 1 comunity when they retired and the devel oper had a
2 range of inpact fees runs from$3,600 per unit for the | 2 huge plan for houses with little store centers and a
3 lowest anount that | have seen, to $20,000 per unit 3 playground and a whol e bunch of stuff, and right after
4 for the largest amount |'ve seen in Qakland, 4 they finished with the houses, they went bust.
5 G@lifornia 5 So, | think that that's a possibility
6 Wien | first started talking to people | 6 unless we have a conprehensive |and use plan that's in
7 about this, is about 12 to $14,000 per unit. Soif 7 place and gives sone certainty to the devel opers, it
8 we're |ooking even at $10,000 per unit tines, you know | 8 gives certainty to all the people in this room but
9 -- 1 don't really want -- | don't want the 1,500 units | 9 the things you're asking for wll happen over tine and
10 here either, but if we ended up that high, that 10 that if the devel oper does sell to another owner or
11  provide a lot of noney for doing the things that we 11  changes nanagenent, that the things that we're asking
12 want to do. 12 for will runwith the land or at least we'll have a
13 And naybe, | think, the biggest thing |13 [little nore certainty than otherwi se.
14 is, instead of the miti-famly tax exenption as what 14 So | hope that they'|l nake a
15 | consider a nonincentive function, to | ook at the 15  conprehensive land use plan a requirenent. And you
16 inpact fees as being the | everage tool that we really |16 guys love this stuff because then you get to do a
17 can use to figure out howto get the open spaces that 17 whol e bunch nore consulting work. Mre fees.
18 -- everything, | nean, it's all -- thevisionis 18 The second thing I'Il try -- and |'ve
19 great. 19 run out of time here, but | wanted to talk about the
20 It's a matter of inplenenting the 20 timelinealittle bit. And | was -- as | watched
21 vision and having the tools to motivate prinarily 21 this, | knowthe process started in 2017. \¢'ve had a
22 Merlone Geier todo their job or to be players inthe |22 ot of tine totalk about this.
23 systemif they want to get something done here. 23 Sone peopl e could say it started in
24 So that's it for me. Thank you. 24 2005, but | think that the process is way, way too
25 MR BENNETT: Thank you, M. ol berg. 25 rushed fromthis point. To release the DES on the
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1 2nd of January, and then have all the conments 1 outrageous for this community, if that's what Seattle
2 subnmitted, have themreviewed by the planning 2 is doing downinthe UDstrict, right next to a world
3 commission, have the city council consider the code 3 class university, light rail stations, all of that.
4 adoptions that the consultants are witing and then 4 Sol think, | thinkit's just way too tall.
5 adopt themin 60 days, gives notine for us toreally 5 | was surprised that the current
6 take agood look at it. | think it puts all of us 6 zoning was 60, 65 feet. | was shocked when | found
7 (inaudible). 7 that out. But no nore. That should be the absol ute
8 | got one mnute, and |'mgoing to 8 cap, and even that, | think, is regretable. So, |
9 tell you ny reasons for thinking that this puts us at 9 think should just lock it right there. | don't see
10 risk. Aso, | think it puts the planning conm ssion 10 any reason to go higher than that.
11 at risk, puts the whole city at risk. 11 | will say, sonething that you said
12 If the codes aren't witten in a way 12 was that through all this process over the weeks and
13 that's defensible and that is supported by the 13 nonths, that people want a lot of changes. People are
14 residents, then when decisions are nade on further 14 asking for a lot of changes. | take alittle bit of
15 parts of the build-out, we're going to have the sane 15 exception with that, because | think | have come to a
16 conflicts. If we knowwhat we're getting and we have |16 fewof these pros -- these neetings, and what | recall
17 tine look at it, we can get a plan that real |y works 17 is this whole Sound Transit's comng, they nght
18 for everybody, that's viable financially for the 18 redevel op the town center.
19 developer. Al right. 19 Wiat would you want if they did that?
20 Qut of tine. Had nore reasons. Thank |20 And then people start coming up with all sorts of
21 you very much. 21 ideas. | want open space, | want this, and | want
22 MR BENNETT: Thank you, M. Beaty. 22 that. But that's in the context of asking what things
23 Next up is Jay Wheatley, and then Roz Bird. 23 would they want as part of redevel oping the town
24 MR WEATLEY: H. |'mJay Weatley. 24 center, and sure, if you say that, you're going to
25 Thanks, everybody. 25  redevel op sonething, what would | want, |'mgoing to
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1 MR BENNETT:  Ckay. 1 list all sorts of goodies that | want.
2 MR WHEATLEY: So | work downinthe U | 2 But now | feel like you're
3 Dstrict on Roosevelt, and the UDistrict just 3 positioning that as, we are asking for, like we're
4 recently conpleted the large rezoning of the U 4  demanding that the town center have all these things
5 Dstrict, and that's all online. It's really 5 and we'll do anything to get it, and | really don't
6 interesting to spend quite a bit of time rezoning the 6 think that's the case.
7 UDstrict inanticipation of light rail coning. 7 The last thing | want to say is |
8 As you know as you probably know 8 think this whol e sequence is terrible. It's like we
9 they're building alight rail station at Brooklyn as 9 should go to Merlone Geier and say, what are you
10 well as one up at -- at 65th, and the building that | 10 wlling to do for us? | nean, you guys are tal ki ng
11 work inis on Roosevelt. It's at Scarecrow Video, if 11  about changing the codes in the next month or two,
12 anybody knows what that is. 12 preenptively, unilaterally, before Merlone Geier even
13 | believe that you can only build 40 13 puts out what they want to do for us.
14 feet tall there, | think naybe 65 feet nearby. That's |14 Let's make themshow us what they're
15 the kind of heights that the Aty of Seattleis 15 willing to do, hold back on the code changes until we
16 approving in the UDstrict, right sandw ched between |16 see their plan, and when they show us a plan, wth
17 two fixed rail light rail stations. 17 open space, parks and wal kways and all the things that
18 That's serious urban sort of stuff, 18 we want, then we'll do the code changes.
19 and the Aty of Seattle feels like, you know 40 feet, |19 But they should conme to the
20 65 feet, these are the max heights. Even, they just 20 negotiating table and show us what they're willing to
21 didarezoning like in 2017. So thisisn't like 21 dofor us, not do it before they even show us a plan.
22 really old zoning stuff. Thisis like a huge process |22 That's just doesn't make any sense.
23 they just went through. 23 MR BENNETT: Thank you, M. Weatley.
24 So, | think that the heights being 24 Next upis Roz Bird, and then Jamas Gwilliam
25 discussed here are just outrageous, absolutely 25 M WEATLEY: H. |'mRoz Bird. |
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1 have lived in ny house for 42 years, and |'ve been 1 about 8 million square feet worth of mxed use
2 actually very involved in the city since we vere 2 devel opnent going on in our conpany, and a | ot of that
3 annexed in during growh managenent. So |'ve been to 3 isaresult of this shift that we're seeing in the
4 alot of city council neetings over the years as well 4 retail worldthat alot of you read in the headlines.
5 as other neetings, and feel like | have a real stake 5 There's alot of changes that are going on.
6 inthis. 6 Vé first wanted to thank you for the
7 | did conme to a nunber of the 7 opportunity to participate in this process. Really,
8 workshops, |'ve given input, both of the workshops 8 since August, we've been participating in these
9 here and out of the market, and | agree with probably 9 planning commssion nmeetings. |'ve seen a couple of
10 99.9 percent of what everyone has said before me, so| |10 you there, but it definitely hasn't been this busy.
11 just wanted to nmention a couple of things. 11 Soit's insightful to hear your conments and your
12 Ever since we've |ived here, we've 12 thoughts and | ook forward to continuing those
13 cone to the town center, and probably al nost daily 13 conversati ons.
14 people -- sonebody woul d say, if only we could do 14 Like many of you, we're carefully
15 this, and it was really terrible 42 years ago. So 15 participating in this process with an eye towards how
16 it's inproved a lot and there are always nore things 16  our investnent would be inpacted. Alot of you have
17 that could be done. 17 investnents here in the city. That is a concern of
18 Hovever, in comng to these workshops, |18 yours. This is an investnent of ours. V@ own this
19 | agree, we talked about |owrise housing. | was in 19 grocery retail center that a lot of you utilize on a
20 favor of sone housing here, 2 to 400 units. Wen | 20 daily basis.
21 saw 700, oh, ny goodness, that was shocking. No way. 21 Any prospect of redevel opnent for us
22 Noway. Certainly not 1,500, for all the reasons that |22 we're weighing against a perfectly good grocery
23  everyone has said. 23 (unintelligible) retail center right now fromour
24 The ot her shocking thing was when | 24 perspective, and so we see that a lot of work has been
25 sawin plan three that the commons would be on the top | 25 done, |ooking back even 14 years to this -- the forner
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1 of the garage. | wll say, I've been very involved 1 task force. | knowa lot of you were on that task
2 with the comons. Wat a fabul ous place. It's become | 2 force, and | have net with a lot of you who have
3 the heart, a healthy heart of our comunity, and it's 3 shared the work that went into that.
4 not just a neeting space, as soneone said. 4 Alot has changed since then, and in
5 It's, it's the heart. Things happen 5 terns of the retail environnent we're in and the
6 there, people neet each other there, they neet new 6 growh and the change that's going to happen with
7 friends there. To put it on the top of a parking 7 Sound Transit. So we're participating in this process
8 garage is conpletely unacceptabl e and absurd, and | 8 determning whether there's an opportunity to nove
9 think that's sonething that's very inportant. 9 forward with any type of a change.
10 So | agree with everything el se. 10 And so, | think it's inportant to
11 Thank you. 11 point out as well that we do not have a plan. It was
12 MR BENNETT:  Thank you, M. Bird. 12 stated in the DHS that we have a plan. V¢ do not
13 Next is Jamas Galliam and then Randi S bonga. 13  have a plan for redevel oping this property. V¢ were
14 MR GNLLIAM Hello. |'mJamas 14 not involved in determning the tinelines here or
15 Gnailliam vice president of devel opment with Merlone 15 putting any of these concepts together.
16 Geier Partners, and | actually recognize a lot of you. |16 V' ve been providing feedback, as any
17 1've been working in this comunity for the last two 17 owner of property inthe city is allowed to do, and we
18 years, getting to knowa lot of you. 18 will continue to do that throughout this process.
19 &' ve owned this center for al nost 19 \&'Il be submtting a comment letter on the DH S and
20 five years now and as a conpany, we own about 30 20 hopefully we'll be able to continue to engage with
21 nmainly grocery anchored retail centers here in the 21 many of you, and hopeful ly answer a ot of the
22 Seattle, greater Seattle region. As a conpany, been 22 questions or concerns that you have about what our
23 in operation about 27 years. 23 plans are.
24 V¢ have about 15 nillion square feet 24 | know a lot of people, including the
25 fromBellinghamto San D ego, and we currently have 25 last couple speakers, want to see a plan fromus. W
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1 -- that is not where we're coming from \¢ are not 1 $500,000 that this city has spent on consultants in
2 comng forward with a plan. V& need to see where the 2 the last several years, and this is the product that
3 city is and where the conmunity is and how that |ines 3 we get. Higely disappointing. Wat we really want to
4 up with the vision docunent that we've seen and the 4 seeis neaningful involvement with the citizenry.
5 market realities that we face as an owner and 5 V¢ urge the city to slowthis process
6 investor. 6 down. There's so mich at stake. V¢ have a fragile
7 So, | can't take questions, but | look | 7 ecosystem V¢ have a community that has really strong
8 forward to meeting and sitting down with a lot of you. 8 views about what we want our cultural and our city hub
9 Thanks. 9 tolook like, and we know our city governnent has, as
10 MR BENNETT: Thank you, M. Guilliam |10 part of its framework in the 2016 to 2020 strategic
11 Next up, Randi S bonga, and then Bart Shilvock, or 11 plan, a heal thy environnent.
12 Shilvock. 12 This is the opportunity for our city
13 MS. SBONGA (ose enough. Hello. | |13 to actually walk their talk. Let's come up with sone
14 have to start with just a coment. | amhunbl ed and 14 |ead practices, sone green, sustainable construction
15 so proud to be part of this comunity that is so 15 prograns, and sone reasonabl e i deas on density and
16 clearly coomtted, intelligent, and caring about our 16  height.
17 city. 17 Thank you very much.
18 | mvery disappointed that nenbers of 18 MR BENNETT: Thank you, M. S bonga.
19 the city council aren't here. | think it's one thing |19 (Inaudible.) Then, Lawence Gol dnan.
20 to hear our comments in a tape, see themaggregated in | 20 MR SHLVOX Good evening. |'mBart
21 some sort of matrix. It's another thing for us to be |21 Shilvock, a 25-year nenber of the Lake Forest Park
22 able to look themin the eye and have thembe held 22 community, and | want to add ny voice to Jean, Paul
23 accountable for their positions on devel opment of our |23 and Doug, as fellow menber of the vision task force
24 city. Hige disappointment. 24 appointed by the mayor and speak out agai nst
25 | live at 17410 44th Avenue Northeast, |25 particularly alternatives two and three, which are
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1 and I"mspeaking tonight on behal f of the Lake Forest 1 conpletely out of scope for the needs of the
2 Park Sewardship Foundation. |'ma board nenber 2 comunity, the comunity's character, or the inputs
3 there, and as responsible stewards in this comunity, 3 that have been expressed throughout this process by
4 we each read the very lengthy DEIS. W | ooked for 4 the comunity.
5 things that you woul d expect to see in an 5 | al so take offense to the way that
6 environnental inpact statenent. 6 the docunent was witten. It felt very much to ne
7 V¢ | ooked for a consideration of 7 that alternative one was dismssed out of hand and was
8 significant environnental inpacts and their 8 wittenin away that the comunity woul d reject that
9 mtigation. V¢ looked for reasonabl e density and 9 and inmediately gravitate towards one of the higher
10 height, green, sustainable building practices and 10 density alternatives.
11 naterials, and lead certified kinds of construction, 11 It's not clear to me or to anyone that
12 anenities for the public |ike enhancenents of nearby 12 | have talked to yet where the nunber 700 cane from
13 streans, tree cover, walking paths, plantings of 13 Tone, it's a nunber that's above what we shoul d be
14 native plants. 14 doing and what past studies have indicated we shoul d
15 V¢ | ooked for inpact fees to defray 15  be doing.
16  the higher cost to our infrastructure fromincreased 16 | also have a little bit of trouble
17 density and conservation efforts of our natural 17 with the language of when we tal k about open space.
18  resources. 18  Wen we talk about sonething that could be counted as
19 But this DAES -- DHS raises nore 19  open space, a rooftop, a festival street, that, in
20 questions than it provides answers for. It read like |20 reality, is going to double up as park -- credit for
21 aposition paper that advocated for nmaxi numdensity 21 parking, but it's not the kind of useabl e open space
22 and rapid inplenentation rather than unbi ased, 22 that's light and bright and planned and purposeful,
23 nmeaningful evaluation of the site and the project that |23 that we all, | think, envisioned as part of a
24 was proposed on it. 24 community that cane together to put this -- to put not
25 There were over, as far as | cantell, |25 only this docunent, but this vision that represents so
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1 many of your inputs. 1 beinthese plans for affordable housing? How are you
2 I"'mgoing to save the rest of ny 2 going to make sure that people of all economc |evels
3 coments, really, for witten, because it would go on 3 areabletolive?
4 much too longer -- much too |ong. 4 In the region there is an enornous
5 The last thing | would like to say is 5 honel essness crisis. You know, where are those peopl e
6 to echo so many of you in talking about the process, 6 goingtolive? And | think we need to keep in mnd
7 particularly fromthis point going forward. To this 7 the bigger picture in terns of what we're devel oping.
8 point, | think we've done a lot of things right. | 8 Howare we going to serve the city, how are we going
9 think getting comunity input and having lots of 9 to serve the region as a whol e.
10 participation has really been a great thing. 10 Qeen space is hugely inportant.
1 And | -- | applaud the council for 11 That's the forests and the park in Lake Forest Park.
12 doing that, but to allowone nonth fromthis point 12 It seens to ne that if you' re keeping
13 forward or six weeks, and we're hearing tonight that 13 the density and the growth in one relatively
14 the planning commssion isn't even going to have a 14 constrained area, that |eaves more trees. And so, |
15 time -- a opportunity to conment on this, it's insane. |15 would like to see a conparison. |f you have nore
16 And if -- if our schedul €' s being 16  devel opment within the town center, conpare that to
17 driven by Sound Transit and their schedule, | think 17 with devel oping these nother-in-law units around the
18 that we ought to consider decoupling that part of this |18 entire city. You know which of those options, how
19 fromthe process and vote on code amendnents and make |19 are they going to affect the tree canopy as a whol e.
20 decisions on code amendnents related to the parking 20 Those are things |'d like to see.
21 garage and spend the tine that it takes to get this 21 And, thank you for your tinme and for
22 right going forward. And it's going to be alot more |22 listening to our coments. Thank you.
23 than one nonth. 23 MR BENNETT: Thank you, M. ol dnan.
24 | thank you all for comng out 24 M. Wal og.
25 tonight. Some great input, and | think I'mgoing to 25 MB. WDALOY:  Wdal oy.
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1 also echo Randi's comments that | think the city 1 MR BENNETT: Waloy. Thank you.
2 council woul d have benefited a lot fromfeeling the 2 Sorry about that.
3 energy and feeling the passion behind those comments 3 M5, UDALOY:  Thank you. No, you did
4 today. 4 well.
5 MR BENNETT:  Thank you, M. Shilvock. 5 H. [1'mAnn Waloy. | have been a
6 Lawence Gol dman. Probably going to ness this one up. 6 resident of the town for --
7 Ann Wal og. 7 MR BENNETT: | take credit right
8 MS. WDALGG  Yes yes. 8 there.
9 MR BENNETT:  (kay. 9 M5 WDALOY: -- 20 years, and | can't
10 MR GODMAN  Good evening. Thank you |10 claimto have been a resident and daughter and
11 for hosting this meeting. | want to kind of provide a | 11 granddaughter of early settlers, but ny famly goes
12 perspective thinking about the region as a whole. V¢ |12 back to the 1680s in New Engl and.
13 live in Lake Forest Park. V& don't live in Lake 13 And | just point out that one of our
14 Forest Island. If you look at the entire region, it's |14 first ancestors built alog mll in an area that
15  booning economcal |y, nunber of people. 15  becane known as Goss Town, because his name was Goss,
16 This is one of the fastest growng 16 and Goth -- Goss Town | ooks real different nowthan it
17 nmetropolitan areas in the entire country. Were are 17 didinthe 1680s. Really different.
18 those people going to live? Over the last few years, 18 So, everyone in this roomhas done a
19  housing costs have skyrocketed. Nowthey've conme back |19 great job of articulating the concerns of people who
20 -- cone back down a little bit recently, but conpared |20 can nake it to this neeting. |'mjust going to take a
21 toafewyears ago, they are really high. 21 mnute and articul ate concerns of people who aren't in
22 If soneone, a young adult, coul d not 22 this room because | knowa lot of them
23 afford a house a few years ago, they're even further 23 |"'ve got a 20-sonethi ng son who's hone
24 frombeing able to own a house now And so what | 24 caring for our grandfather, who's alnost 96. ¢
25 would like to knowis what -- what is there going to 25 happen to live in one of the incredibly few houses in
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1 Lake Forest Park where | can put a wheelchair ranp in 1 not big enough. | do believe you're all going to have
2 and get himinto the house. Were do elders |ive? 2 achance to stand up and talk to the council about
3 | have two sons who have noved out of 3 this, and | wll see if we can sonehow nove that to
4 Lake Forest Park and aren't coming back, because they 4 the school, probably, or sonething.
5 can't afford half nillion plus for our little 5 V¢'re all worried about everything,
6 three-bedroom home, which, frankly, is not a 6 and | worry every day. |'mjust like you. | did
7 particularly great house. Half a mllion bucks for 7 raiseny kids here. | live here. As you all know |
8 this piece? Were are they going to |ive? 8 ran for counci| and mayor, because | wes like a good
9 Lake Forest Park, when it started, 9 (inaudible). That's just how!| feel.
10 there were a whole ot of covenants on the properties. |10 That's just the way it is, but we are
11 Al the lakeshore properties were devel oped with 11 doing -- | want to say this about the council.
12 covenants. Blacks vere only allowed to be there if 12 They're working really hard. You have a good council.
13 they were servants. No agents need apply. 13 | don't know where the disconnect comes. | believe
14 Alot of the properties in Lake Forest |14 they feel |ike they've done nore outreach and nore
15 Park were devel oped with covenants, a lot of people 15 talking to peopl e than they' ve done on any project
16 not in this room because they were never allowed to 16 ever inthe city.
17 be third generation owners of land in this comunity. 17 " msorry sone peopl e are di sappoi nt ed
18 So, we do need to have sonme formof devel opnent. 18 inthe BS | have seen both sides. Unfortunately,
19 | agree, a 60-day w ndow for 19 |'myour mayor, so | don't vote on anything. | just,
20 evaluating a devel opnent EISis quite short. It 20 I'mhere to kind of nake sure the city runs every day,
21 doesn't seementirely reasonable. And the idea of 21 but | do really appreciate you guys taking your tine.
22 decoupling the process fromthe Sound Transit seens 22 | appreciate everybody being respectful to everybody's
23 very reasonable. However, we have to tal k about 23 opinions and what they got going on.
24 housing, we have to talk about devel opnent, and we 24 V¢ will nove this forvard. |
25 have to come up wth sonething other than, not here. 25 understand, | heard everything. |'ve been here the
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1 V¢ can't put all the dense devel oprent 1 whole night. | haven't just walked in for the last 10
2 beside the Lucky Lady. V& can't put all the 2 nminutes. |'ve been standing back there. So | really,
3 devel opnent around the periphery of the town. People 3 really appreciate all your opinions. V¢ got themall
4 need tolive near transit. | would love to be able to | 4 down; we taped them You're going to have nore
5 get to Lake Forest Park Town Center and take a bus 5 chance.
6 intotown, but I'mnot supposed to park there. |'d 6 | really thank Seve and all the
7 like parking. The bus that went by ny house was 7 staff, all you guys, thank you for all the work you
8 elimnated 20 years ago. 8 do. Thereis alot of hours, alot of tine, but
9 So, | want sone |evel of devel oprent. 9 believe ne, | am-- | worry about that too.
10 | want better transit. | want a place where | can use | 10 | worry about the two state hi ghways
11  nass transit effectively, even though | live two and a |11 coming through. | nade this speech before. Nobody up
12 half niles fromcity center, and | knowthat change is |12 north up in Mnroe or any town above us cares about
13 comng. It should be thoughtful change, but it 13 how nuch traffic cones through Lake Forest Park, and
14 shouldn't start with, not in ny backyard. 14 every day we live it and now we're dealing wth
15 Thank you. 15 cut-through traffic.
16 MR BENNETT: Thank you, M. Wlal oy. 16 V're dealing with things, and if you
17 That's all | have for people who are listed and wanted |17 don't think the mayor cares about the environnent, |'m
18 to comment, and if we nissed you somehow or you've had |18 the first mayor that's ever wanted to clean up the
19 a change of heart, please get a note up to ne or 19 creek at Ballinger, and |'mgoing to get that done and
20 something, but in the neantine, our mayor, | think, 20 we are going to dig some roads and we need trees and
21  wants to make a coupl e of conments. 21 we're al in together.
22 MAYCR JCHNSON | just want to say, 22 So, thanks for everything you do and
23 thank you. | knowthis is a tough thing. 1've, you 23 thanks for being great citizens and we will continue
24 know-- there's alot going on, and | understand that. |24 this process forward. And on your way out, |I'd like
25 | appreciate imensely this rooms hot, this rooms 25 to give you a cookie, but we don't (inaudible). You
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1 guys have a great night.
2 Thanks for everything.
3 (END OF TRANSCR PTI QN
4
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 1                           --oOo--



 2                               



 3                 (BEGINNING OF TRANSCRIPTION)



 4                    MR. BENNETT:  Thank you, Mandy.  If 



 5    you'd turn the podium back to the way it was, I 



 6    appreciate that.  



 7                    FEMALE VOICE:  Yes.  



 8                    MR. BENNETT:  So we have about 25 



 9    people already signed up who have indicated they want 



10    to speak, so we're going to limit the amount of time 



11    per speaker to three minutes.  



12                    There are more sign-up sheets in the 



13    back if you would still like to speak.  One of Ms. 



14    Roberts' team will come back and collect the remaining 



15    sheets if you have had a change of heart on that 



16    issue.  



17                    There's some ground rules.  You cannot 



18    save time to someone else.  Everybody has three 



19    minutes, and you'll see a blinking green light, which 



20    means you have one minute left when you're up there, 



21    and then at 30 seconds left you'll have a -- the light 



22    turns yellow.  



23                    So if somebody else has spoken before 



24    you and you agree with what they say, you can just 



25    say, I agree with so-and-so, and that would be a 
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 1    perfectly legitimate comment.  



 2                    Please be respectful of your fellow 



 3    citizens' time.  If you go over your time or you 



 4    applaud, you're taking away someone else's time to be 



 5    heard and you're interfering with other citizens' 



 6    rights to hear all the points that are being 



 7    represented tonight.  



 8                    So I'm going to call out names in 



 9    order of what the sheets I have here.  I'll call out 



10    two names, and the second person should be getting 



11    near the podium and ready to speak at the close of the 



12    remarks of the person just before them.  



13                    So first to speak would be Amparo 



14    Rosen, and then Julian Anderson.  Amparo.



15                    MS. ROSEN:  Good evening.  I live in 



16    Sheridan Beach, and this has been quite the process.  



17    One of the things that comes to mind when I see all of 



18    this is Lake Forest Park is small, and I think of 



19    infrastructure, and when I was reading through the 



20    material there was an aquifer, is what Lake Forest 



21    Park's uses, and the sewer impact has not been 



22    currently -- is not currently known.  



23                    So I think before I go to building 



24    something, I would like to have a very clear picture 



25    of how they plan to do the infrastructure to support 
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 1    this new building.  



 2                    MR. BENNETT:  Thank you, Ms. Rosen.  



 3    Julian Anderson, and then Dale Cote.  



 4                    MR. ANDERSON:  Good evening.  Just for 



 5    the record, I'm opposed to alternative two and three, 



 6    and they're both pretty huge.  I favor alternative 



 7    one, and some of its details might have to be looked 



 8    at, but I recognize that the maximum height on the 



 9    southern half of the property is lower in alternative 



10    one than it is on the northern side.  



11                    But my comment is really more 



12    generalized.  Much of what I have read and heard at 



13    meetings begins with a vision, like what you heard 



14    tonight, that our community will benefit by the 



15    amenities that will be required in any redevelopment 



16    of the town center, amenities such as enlarged tree 



17    canopy, a park around Lyon Creek, generous public open 



18    space, more vibrant retail offers, more diverse 



19    housing stock, even affordable housing, et cetera.  



20                    This vision winds up with a conclusion 



21    that the impacts of some greater density negative 



22    impacts at the town center is the price for all these 



23    desirable amenities, but in the draft code amendments 



24    and some of the EIS alternatives and in some of the 



25    meetings I have attended, I hear a different tune, a 
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 1    tune that begins with doing what's necessary to 



 2    attract a developer and minimizing the costs and 



 3    inconveniences of requirements that may lessen the 



 4    developer's interests or profitability.  



 5                    Two days ago, at the council's 



 6    community of the whole meeting, this is an example, a 



 7    council member brought up an impact discussed in the 



 8    EIS, a question about the adequacy of the water supply 



 9    for alternatives two and three, with their many 



10    residential units.  



11                    Water to this whole site is provided 



12    by the Lake Forest Park Water District, and they have 



13    their own plan for capital improvements, but the DEIS 



14    information makes the adequacy of water supply 



15    question a reasonable concern.  



16                    Discussion at that meeting ensued, but 



17    it ended after one of the consultants present said 



18    that the water district has Inn if inner ties to other 



19    water systems and could easily open the gates to those 



20    cross-connections and acquire water from elsewhere to 



21    fully supply even alternative three.  



22                    Many in Lake Forest Park place high 



23    value on the pure artesian water provided by this 



24    water district, which is not degraded by the residues 



25    of chemical treatments or additions.  
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 1                    The consultant's remark was tone deaf, 



 2    deaf to the community's tune.  This is just a recent 



 3    example of the tune that views desired amenities as a 



 4    burden on development, not as the fundamental reason 



 5    to even consider redevelopment.  



 6                    I hope the council members recognize 



 7    this unwelcome tune and resist it.  



 8                    MR. BENNETT:  Thank you, Mr. Anderson.  



 9    Next up, Dale Cote, and then Barbara Sharkey.  



10                    MR. COTE:  Hi.  Good evening.  Thank 



11    you.  I'll begin, my name is Dale Cote.  My wife and I 



12    have lived here for 26 years, and my wife actually was 



13    born and raised in Lake Forest Park.  



14                    We're excited about the possibility of 



15    redevelopment and revitalization of the town center.  



16    We do believe there could be improvements.  However, a 



17    couple things to note.  



18                    I was a member of the task force that 



19    resulted in the current zoning of the town center 



20    alternative one.  I'd like to note that the number of 



21    housing units resulting from that task force is much 



22    different than the number of units proposed in 



23    alternative one that we see in the -- in this 



24    proposal.  



25                    There's no explanation for the change, 
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 1    so that would be a question.  The city's promoting 



 2    alternative one as no change.  The marketing of 



 3    alternative one as no change is incorrect.  Based on 



 4    that number of housing units allowed, it implies that 



 5    the town center will remain exactly as it is today, 



 6    resulting in misleading the community into supporting 



 7    only alternative two and alternative three.  



 8                    After all, no change means it's going 



 9    to be as is.  I would suggest marketing alternative 



10    one as current zoning.  The remainder of my comments 



11    really have to do with traffic and I'll -- I'll 



12    address some other concerns in a written form.  



13                    The potential of adding 1,500 to 1,700 



14    units to the town center without extensive traffic 



15    study on both the town center and surrounding 



16    neighborhoods is irresponsible.  Neighborhoods are 



17    currently experiencing cut-through traffic attempting 



18    to get in and out of the town center during peak 



19    hours, and attempting to access Bothell Way is a 



20    significant challenge currently.  



21                    The ability to safely walk 



22    neighborhoods and the town center is increasingly 



23    dangerous due to the current traffic issues.  The fire 



24    station has also noted the challenge of exiting to 



25    access emergency calls in -- is currently a problem.  
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 1                    How does adding 1,500 to 1,700 units 



 2    plus a 300 parking garage -- 300 cars have to drive to 



 3    the garage, with an increased number of buses to bring 



 4    more people to light rail, how does that not 



 5    drastically impact traffic?  



 6                    From this draft environmental impact 



 7    statement, chapter 3, page 8, fire department reports 



 8    concerns about congestion on access in front of the 



 9    station.  What is the specific plan to address this 



10    safety issue?  



11                    Chapter 3, section 3.5, page 71, 



12    traffic operations at the intersection surrounding the 



13    town center could be affected by increased development 



14    at the town center.  That could occur with 



15    implementation of alternative analysis in this EIS.  



16    The study does not show traffic impact cut-through on 



17    surrounding roads and neighborhoods and pedestrian 



18    safety.  This needs to be studied.  



19                    And then, finally -- I got to hurry 



20    here.  My red light's up.  So, in addition, from the 



21    DEIS, bringing residents into the proximity with 



22    shopping services in town center can also reduce the 



23    overall number of car trips in the community and 



24    region.  This should be reduced, the overall vehicle 



25    travel miles in the region, bringing a variety of 
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 1    other positive results such as less traffic congestion 



 2    on highways and -- and arterials.  



 3                    This is a ridiculous statement.  



 4    Thinking that bringing 1,700 units, naively they'll 



 5    only bring one car, and adding a 300 car garage along 



 6    with more buses, will reduce traffic congestion is 



 7    absolutely absurd.  I just ask that we study it more 



 8    closely.  



 9                    Thanks.  



10                    MR. BENNETT:  Thank you, Mr. Cote.  



11    Next up is Barb Sharkey, and then Julia Bent.  



12                    MS. SHARKEY:  Thank you.  I'm Barbara 



13    Sharkey.  I'm here with my, a picture's worth a 



14    thousand words.  I'll try to be brief.  The -- oh, I 



15    have to read that.  Thank you.  



16                    The proposed buildings are way out of 



17    scale for the area.  They will literally block the 



18    sun, as was mentioned.  I was glad that I had the 



19    right idea.  From October to March you can see the 



20    buildings, 85, 75, 65.  Here is me and my husband down 



21    here, five and a half feet, six feet.  We are not 



22    going to see the sun if you live there.  



23                    The low lying area of the mall is the 



24    basin for all the water coming from all three 



25    directions, trying to flow into Lake Washington.  It 
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 1    is a wetlands.  The crows have institutional memory 



 2    that it is a wetlands, and even if 50 years ago 



 3    construction changed the soil composition underneath, 



 4    that was to support a parking lot, not these huge 



 5    buildings.  



 6                    In 2015, we successfully fixed our 



 7    flooding problems with the culverts, disrupting the 



 8    natural underground springs that (unintelligible) the 



 9    area will just make matters worse again.  It is a 



10    wetlands.  



11                    Talking about the traffic and access.  



12    About six cars right now can exit the mall on each 



13    left turn green light down by Starbucks.  The backup 



14    begins about 4:00 each afternoon.  Even if you add 



15    another lane there and also (unintelligible) going on 



16    to Ballinger, it won't be enough to get even the 300 



17    cars from the parking garage into and out of the mall, 



18    much less another 7 to 800 cars associated with this 



19    many residential units.  Thank you.  



20                    MR. BENNETT:  Thank you, Ms. Sharkey.  



21    Next up, Julia Bent and then Jean Robbins.  



22                    MS. BENT:  Thank you.  I'm speaking 



23    tonight as a private citizen, but I do note that as a 



24    tree board member, I do have a particular interest in 



25    trees.  
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 1                    The alternatives presented here do not 



 2    provide much in the way of green space.  Presumably, 



 3    the proposed departments are designed, at least in 



 4    part, for families.  Where are the children from these 



 5    families going to play?  There are two nearby parks, 



 6    Whispering Willows and Blue Heron, but they are small 



 7    and hardly capable of providing a meaningful outdoor 



 8    experience for children of any age.  



 9                    Children in urban areas are thought by 



10    many to suffer from nature deficit disorder.  The 



11    alternatives don't address this issue in any 



12    significant way.  The little bit of proposed green 



13    space along and spanned in Lyons Creek is totally 



14    insufficient.  I wonder about the amount of mitigating 



15    trees, shrubs, and open space in general.  



16                    In the DEIS, chapter 4.2 pays lip 



17    service to problems of storm water management, to 



18    follow up on the previous comment, by and they -- and 



19    in this chapter rain gardens and impervious pavements 



20    are mentioned in passing, but I did not see any 



21    indication of these amenities, especially rain gardens 



22    in these plans.  I didn't see any space where they 



23    could go.  



24                    As a tree lover, it seems to me the 



25    trees sketched in on the plans are rigidly placed in 
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 1    rows, not simulated in any way the forest in Lake 



 2    Forest Park.  



 3                    At a minimum, a play area with at 



 4    least one grove of trees, shrubs, and some open space 



 5    should be included in any design, and in addition to 



 6    placing disbursed trees to mitigate the hardcapes.  



 7                    Trees are valuable.  They filter storm 



 8    water, and they do cut down CO2 emissions.  They 



 9    provide shade, et cetera, et cetera.  We all know 



10    their benefits.  



11                    This is necessary to maintain some 



12    semblance of the green nature of Lake Forest Park that 



13    Lake Forest Park residents moved here to enjoy.  



14                    Such a space could also provide a 



15    meaningful natural place for children to recreate and 



16    experience at least a small sliver of the natural 



17    world that we in this city profess to treasure.  



18                    Thank you.  



19                    MR. BENNETT:  Thank you very much, Ms. 



20    Bent.  Now, Jean Robbins, and then Doug Mitchell.  



21                    MS. ROBBINS:  Hi.  Am I being recorded 



22    for the city council?  Tell me who's hearing me.  



23                    MR. BENNETT:  We're recording for use 



24    in writing the (unintelligible).  



25                    MS. ROBBINS:  All right.  
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 1                    MR. BENNETT:  So everybody would have 



 2    the (inaudible).  



 3                    MS. ROBBINS:  I'm Jean Robbins, and I 



 4    was a member of the mayor's task force for the vision 



 5    plan, which was a culmination of all the hearings and 



 6    participation meetings you attended, and then we were 



 7    selected from various areas of your city to represent 



 8    very different areas.  



 9                    I have to say, I'm very nervous about 



10    speaking, so I was advised -- I thought I was talking 



11    to the council.  I was advised to just envision them 



12    as naked, so now I have to envision all of you as 



13    naked.  Sorry about that.  At least it's a warm night.  



14                    I feel there's a great disconnect 



15    between the vision plan here, this beautiful vision 



16    plan, which Mandy really did a great job with, and we 



17    really appreciated her leadership on that, but there's 



18    a big disconnect between this beautiful vision plan, 



19    which is all of your ideas culminated, and the DEIS 



20    plans.  



21                    During our meetings, housing units, 



22    housing unit numbers were not discussed.  At one 



23    point, a number of 850 units was thrown out and we all 



24    gasped, but we were told not to worry.  It would never 



25    be that high.  And so, it's clearly different now.  
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 1                    So, now we're looking at the 



 2    possibility of 700 or 1,000 units, and even maybe 



 3    1,500 housing units.  That's way different than 551 



 4    units.  We are feeling quite deceived in a way when 



 5    looking at the city's comprehensive plan.  Where the 



 6    heck did these housing numbers come from?  



 7                    The Growth Management Act, with a 20 



 8    -- with a prospective to 2035, concluded again these 



 9    lower housing unit numbers and then you add in this 



10    bonus clause, which again, we never heard of at the 



11    task force.  We have no idea where that came from and 



12    it's really not clear how that gets employed.  



13                    So instead of 700 units, now we're up 



14    to 1,000 because of this bonus plan that we've never 



15    heard of.  Some may say that this plan is outdated, 



16    but in reality, where's the data to make these changes 



17    in Lake Forest?  



18                    It seems that we are -- this plan -- 



19    these plans are for a speculative developer, not the 



20    citizens who came to the community meetings and shared 



21    their hopes, and yet we have no data for what 



22    (unintelligible) desires.  



23                    Where is the data to indicate the 



24    housing needs?  There has never been a clear survey of 



25    the number of seniors in the city who might want to 



  

�                                           15









 1    have lived in an apartment at the town center, and for 



 2    those who embrace aging here, how small might the 



 3    apartments be?  



 4                    I have recently heard of the concept 



 5    of pod units.  Is this really what our seniors want, 



 6    given that many of our people in Lake Forest Park have 



 7    the means to create something else for themselves and 



 8    live outside of the city in another green area, 



 9    perhaps?  



10                    I just want to close with saying that 



11    the city of Seattle clearly is moving towards high 



12    density, but even in the city of Seattle they are 



13    making amendments for communities like Mount Baker, 



14    Queen Anne, Crown Hill, so that where they're housing 



15    single unit house -- single housing, whatever the term 



16    is, that they are making amendments for that to 



17    decrease the density there rather than increase the 



18    density.  



19                    Thank you.  



20                    MR. BENNETT:  Thank you, Ms. Robbins.  



21                    MS. ROBBINS:  And you can all get 



22    dressed again.  



23                    MR. BENNETT:  Next up is Doug 



24    Mitchell, and after Mr. Mitchell will be Lorraine 



25    Bodi.  
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 1                    MR. MITCHELL:  Hello.  My name is Doug 



 2    Mitchell.  I live over on 26th Avenue in the west side 



 3    of town, and along with Jean and some of my other 



 4    colleagues here, I had the privilege of serving on the 



 5    town center vision task force last year, and I'm 



 6    grateful to Mayor Johnson for giving me that 



 7    opportunity.  



 8                    I'll get right to my top bullet point.  



 9    It looks to me like the work that went into the vision 



10    document, not just by the task force, but by the 



11    hundreds of people that showed for the various public 



12    events that went into it, all that work just was left 



13    by the wayside when this DEIS was developed.  



14                    I don't know a single person who was 



15    involved in the process last year who said or wrote 



16    anything that sounded like it would have supported 



17    alternative two or three.  Everyone I have talked to 



18    since the DEIS was published has been shocked at 



19    what's proposed.  



20                    Last year, there was never any talk of 



21    seven-story mixed use development.  There was never 



22    any mention of adding 1,500 dwelling units.  This is 



23    all new.  This has nothing to do with the vision 



24    document that was supposed to be driving this entire 



25    project.  The vision document contains a detailed set 
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 1    of goals and policies.  



 2                    I'll skip the details tonight because 



 3    so many people want to speak, but I don't see any 



 4    references at all in the DEIS to any of the specific 



 5    goals and policies of the vision document, not one.  



 6    Not a single one.  



 7                    Frankly, it's hard for me to believe 



 8    that the vision document, all the work that went into 



 9    it by hundreds of citizens was taken seriously in 



10    developing this document.  



11                    Okay.  On to another separate problem.  



12    The city's 2015 comprehensive plan specifies a target 



13    of 551 additional housing units city wide, out to 



14    2035.  The three alternatives, as we all know by now, 



15    provide for 700, 1,200, and 1,500 additional housing 



16    units.  



17                    The DEIS talks briefly about the 



18    discrepancy between these two numbers by saying of the 



19    comp plan number, quote, these estimates are likely 



20    now outdated, end quote.  Look, an EIS is a document 



21    that's based on science and facts.  Statements like 



22    this one, claiming that the target's codified in a 



23    comp plan are likely outdated, really have no place in 



24    an EIS.  



25                    If you want to override the growth 
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 1    targets in the comp plan, you're going to have to come 



 2    up with some facts, some data, and some evidence 



 3    backing up your claims.  



 4                    Now, one more basic question is, why 



 5    are alternatives two and three necessary to implement 



 6    the vision which the citizens prepared last year?  



 7    Mandy before asked us, tell us why you don't want 



 8    1,500 houses.  I'm going to turn that around and say, 



 9    who wants 1,500 housing units?  Where did that come 



10    from?  None of the citizens wanted it in the entire 



11    process last year.  



12                    There's just no justification 



13    whatsoever for those numbers.  The DEIS, in my 



14    opinion, should be completely revised with more 



15    appropriate housing numbers and with a greater 



16    attention to the goals and policies of the vision 



17    document, which the citizens provided to you in good 



18    faith and after a lot of hard work.  



19                    MR. BENNETT:  Thank you, Mr. Mitchell.  



20    Next up is Lorraine Bodi, and then following Ms. Bodi, 



21    David Jardine.  I apologize if I messed up your last 



22    name.  



23                    MS. BODI:  Hi.  My name's Lorraine 



24    Bodi, and I'm an environmental lawyer and a longtime 



25    resident of Lake Forest Park.  I've worked on EISs, 
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 1    and this is an important one, because this is the 



 2    blueprint.  Have they tried to downplay that in the 



 3    presentation?  This is the blueprint for what can 



 4    happen over the next 20 or so years.  So it's 



 5    important to get this right and get it consistent with 



 6    the vision document.  



 7                    I'm so disappointed in this document.  



 8    It so little reflects our critical Lake Forest Park 



 9    values and vision.  It needs to be completely redone.  



10    I agree with that comment.  



11                    I support further development at the 



12    town center, and the current code and requirements and 



13    vision document allow that to happen, but I want it to 



14    be community oriented.  I want us to preserve the 



15    commercial use for all of our citizens, and I want 



16    residential use to be secondary to that.  



17                    I support residential use, but not as 



18    the primary purpose.  I want this to be a town center 



19    for us, a vibrant town center.  I don't want it to be 



20    Lake City or Northgate.  We don't live in Lake Forest 



21    Park because we want to be like Lake City and 



22    Northgate.  



23                    I think the DEIS, for reasons many 



24    people have mentioned, is short on transparency and 



25    full disclosure on the key issues.  It's really 
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 1    disingenuous on traffic, the availability of resident 



 2    parking, infrastructure impacts, open space and public 



 3    space.  



 4                    The inconsistency with the vision 



 5    document, the characterization of alternative one as 



 6    allowing far more development than the base code 



 7    requires or allows, I mean, and more.  There are more 



 8    issues like that.  



 9                    The key Lake Forest Park values the 



10    needs that I think should be better addressed include 



11    preserving the low rise character of the Lake Forest 



12    Park community, so we don't look like Lake City and 



13    Northgate or even worse.  



14                    I support alternative one, but with an 



15    adjustment to reflect the base of the code and the 



16    urban guidelines are not automatic.  That's a -- 



17    that's a separate process.  So let's go -- let's use 



18    the current code and enhance it based on vision 



19    documents.  



20                    I think we need meaningful open space 



21    and green space.  I won't go into that.  Everyone's 



22    talked about that.  



23                    I want to mention community meeting 



24    space.  As I read the document, the community meeting 



25    space that would now be on the roof of a parking 
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 1    garage in this scenario.  So again, that's the kind of 



 2    like weird things that consultants may write, but the 



 3    people of Lake Forest Park would never write something 



 4    like that.  



 5                    So I have to say, I value having -- 



 6    being able to park at the mall and not have to pay for 



 7    it.  It makes me -- when I'm in a hurry or when I have 



 8    a lot of things in the car, it makes me shop here.  



 9    So, I think it's important to preserve that as well.  



10                    So one last thing.  This meeting is 



11    ridiculous, that we have people standing outside when 



12    the last meeting was standing room only too.  



13                    MR. BENNETT:  Thank you for your 



14    comments.  



15                    MS. BODI:  I would just say, I used to 



16    work for an agency and if we had a crowd like this, we 



17    would be bringing in chairs all the way up here --  



18                    COLLECTIVE VOICES:  Yeah.  



19                    MS. BODI:  -- so that everyone could 



20    come in or finding a different meeting location.  



21                    MR. BENNETT:  Thank you for your 



22    comments, ma'am.  



23                    MS. BODI:  One last thing.  The 



24    schedule is ridiculous.  



25                    MR. BENNETT:  All right.  So thank 
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 1    you.  Next up is David Jardine, and then Jack Tonkin.  



 2                    MR. JARDINE:  Well, I think I can be 



 3    brief.  I'm grateful for the two people who have 



 4    participated in the vision process for providing the 



 5    clarifying statements, because as I looked through the 



 6    alternatives here, I thought, gee, that doesn't 



 7    reflect, certainly, what I want and it doesn't reflect 



 8    what anybody that I know in the community would want.  



 9                    How did we come up with this?  And I 



10    think there seems to have been a major disconnect 



11    between the vision process and the outcome.  



12                    We're presented now with three 



13    alternatives and told we have to choose between those.  



14    Alternative one, I think our mall could use some 



15    improvement.  Alternatives two and three, 800 pound 



16    gorilla in the room is where is all of this housing 



17    density coming from and why is it all being put right 



18    here.  



19                    I think that that needs to be 



20    reconsidered.  I think that, really, rather than 



21    having three not very good choices, we have the 



22    opportunity to use some imagination, perhaps some of 



23    the work that was in the vision document, and come up 



24    with a really good and satisfactory alternative that 



25    will work for the communities.  And I'd especially 
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 1    encourage this group to do that.  Thanks.  



 2                    MR. BENNETT:  Thank you for your 



 3    comment.  And now, Jack Tonkin, and then Paul Cronin.  



 4                    MR. TONKIN:  When I first became aware 



 5    of what was going on, probably over a year ago, and I 



 6    understand the need for a garage if the SC3 is going 



 7    to pay for it and if we're really going to have a need 



 8    for that kind of traffic.  So the garage makes sense.  



 9                    If we can locate it in a place and 



10    make it so unobtrusive as possible, I guess I'm okay 



11    with that, because it still allows our people to shop.  



12                    I also support the idea of what the 



13    two forces coming together are, and that is there's a 



14    lot of citizens who would like to downsize or would 



15    live -- would like to live in the park.  There's 



16    outsiders who would like to live in the park, and we 



17    have made several attempts, clustered housing being 



18    one of them, to accommodate that.  



19                    It makes more sense to me, if it's 



20    attractive and if it's the right count, to have 



21    housing or living conditions such as apartments within 



22    the center, but I think what I see in two and three is 



23    nothing of what our vision was back then.  



24                    And I've seen the council last year 



25    pushing cluster housing, seven houses in a back lot, 
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 1    and finally came to the conclusion in a 



 2    (unintelligible) meeting that this maybe wasn't the 



 3    vision that they had, and so they pushed it back to 



 4    the planning commission for a review.  



 5                    And then subsequently, some on the 



 6    council who are development minded tried to push the 



 7    whole thing through with a less than quorum and our 



 8    good mayor vetoed that.  



 9                    Now we're facing the same kind of a 



10    scenario here again in housing and I think we should 



11    ask the council if this is their vision and is this 



12    the vision that they want, and this room is filled 



13    with a lot of voters, and I encourage you to come to 



14    the council when this comes to their attention and you 



15    have an opportunity to put the heat there and ask 



16    them, is this the vision they want, and let's hear it 



17    out.  I want to hear that.  



18                    MR. BENNETT:  Thank you, Mr. Tonkin.  



19    Next up is Paul Conin -- Cronin -- excuse me -- and 



20    then Robyn Atkinson.  



21                    MR. CRONIN:  Good evening.  My name's 



22    Paul Cronin.  I was also selected to sit on the vision 



23    committee.  Doug and Jean have spoke before me.  I'd 



24    like to -- there's been a lot of references to the 



25    vision document that we were entrusted by the 
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 1    communities to endorse, and so as a reminder, I 



 2    thought I'd just read a few excerpts from that, from 



 3    the sustainability section of Vision of the Future.  



 4                    The town center is more green than 



 5    gray.  After all, Forest is our middle name.  From the 



 6    same section as the Vision of the Future, buildings 



 7    should be set back from the surrounding residential 



 8    areas and from busy highways, corridors, and 



 9    designated (unintelligible) stories that step back 



10    from increase -- from heights that increase.  



11                    And I think the most important one in 



12    the common theme I seem to hear tonight, retaining a 



13    sense of scale akin to a village, a small town, not 



14    too urban.  Thank you.  



15                    MR. BENNETT:  Thank you, Mr. Cronin -- 



16    excuse me -- and now is Robyn Atkinson, and then 



17    Melissa Roberts.  



18                    MS. ATKINSON:  Hi.  I'm Robyn 



19    Atkinson, and my family moved here in the mid 1920s, 



20    so we've been around a while, and we've always been 



21    troublemakers.  So, everything I wanted to say 



22    everybody's already said.  



23                    I will add, that over this last week I 



24    have made some phone calls, one to an extremely large 



25    developer, presented the Lake Forest Park one, two, 
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 1    and three and the timelines that the developer was 



 2    asking for and our city council and they were 



 3    incredulous.  They could not believe anybody would ask 



 4    for these timelines and for this type of intense 



 5    zoning for this area.  



 6                    So then I called a city manager, a 



 7    small city in the south, bigger than Lake Forest Park, 



 8    but not as about big as Burien, and I laid out the 



 9    same scenario to them.  They were thunderstruck.  They 



10    could not believe anybody would even try to get away 



11    with this.  



12                    So, this is an unusual situation we 



13    find ourselves in.  Our task force, years ago, put 



14    together a plan that the city paid for.  Well 



15    researched.  We had beautiful plans that everybody got 



16    to look at, with livability here for 400 units, 400 



17    fabulous new neighbors, and it's all gone.  That's not 



18    even on the board out there.  It's only about what 



19    this current developer would like to do.  



20                    So, I urge our council, that works 



21    hard, and our planning department to rethink this.  



22    Give us at least 90 days like everybody else gets to 



23    look at the options.  



24                    And as far as traffic goes, when 



25    Starbucks can hold all of us hostage.  If you think 
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 1    1,500 residences, that might, might be 3,000 cars, 



 2    won't make an impact, then you need a new algorithm, 



 3    because that computer lied to you.  



 4                    I mean, let's face it, all of you that 



 5    know the back roads, we take them in the morning, 



 6    because Bothell Way shuts down from Kenmore to 145th, 



 7    and if you're in landscaping, like I have been for the 



 8    last 35 years, the crews are coming from the outlying 



 9    areas for construction, landscaping, plumbing, 



10    whatever, and they can't get through and it's our 



11    clients that are paying that commute time at $50 an 



12    hour per laborer.  



13                    So, please, there is not room for 



14    those 1,500 units here, but with mother-in-law units, 



15    we could squeeze them in somewhere around the park.  



16    That way the money stays in the park, it stays with 



17    the homeowner, and if you don't want a garden at your 



18    house anymore, you can move into that lovely ATU or 



19    AUD -- I forget the initials for it -- and garden in 



20    someone else's yard and have your rent greatly 



21    reduced.  



22                    That way the money stays in the park, 



23    we continue to shop here at a lovely shopping center 



24    that has interesting boutiques and fabulous food, and 



25    only 400 new residences.  Thank you.  
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 1                    MR. BENNETT:  Thank you, Ms. Atkinson.  



 2    Next up, Melissa Robertson, and then Ethan Robertson.  



 3                    MS. ROBERTSON:  My name is Melissa 



 4    Robertson.  As you know from your many attempts to ask 



 5    the community for input on dreams and visions of the 



 6    town center, we are people who yern for opportunities 



 7    to safely walk and bike in our neighborhoods, for 



 8    nature preservation, and improvement and for authentic 



 9    community building spaces.  



10                    You know that already.  We know that 



11    about ourselves also, but when you say that you want 



12    to improve the developmental prospects of our town's 



13    center, you make me very nervous.  I want you to focus 



14    on creating code recommendations that exceed our 



15    quality of life right now.  



16                    We're not looking for green space and 



17    open space in the buffers along the edges of the town 



18    center or on the rooftop gardens or in festival 



19    streets that mainly act as parking and traffic spaces, 



20    adding up to 3.9 acres.  We're looking for actual 



21    gathering spaces.  



22                    We don't want less.  We want more.  We 



23    want to work together.  We want to know that our 



24    elected officers and the consultants that we hired 



25    aren't giving us lip service when they ask what we 
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 1    want, but that they're working toward creating a 



 2    purpose filled community at every opportunity.  



 3                    Please, bend over backwards for the 



 4    people, not for the developers.  



 5                    MR. BENNETT:  Thank you Ms. Robertson.  



 6    Next up is Ethan Robinson[sic], and then TJ Fudge.  



 7                    MS. ROBERTSON:  All right.  I'm going 



 8    to read Ethan's comments for him.  This is him.  



 9                    Dear City Council, my mom goes to a 



10    lot of meetings.  Some of them are at our house, and I 



11    listen in from our loft.  Sometimes I play Legos or 



12    read books during the meetings.  



13                    The last meeting was about our 



14    neighborhood.  I love our town.  My favorite things 



15    are Third Place Books, being able to ride my bike 



16    around the neighborhood, and I like that there's more 



17    nature here.  My family loves trees.  Please don't let 



18    there be less nature.  



19                    I'm really looking forward to going to 



20    the town center when I'm older and hang out with my 



21    friends.  I'm seven years old, so it's going to be a 



22    while before I get to hang out there, but my brother's 



23    nine, so it's going to be sooner for him.  I see big 



24    kids doing it all the time.  



25                    But have you met my mom?  She's a 
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 1    little crazy, even though I know she loves me, so I 



 2    don't think she would let us go if there were big 



 3    traffic jams all the time, with tons of people.  Plus, 



 4    why would we go there if there's no more Third Place 



 5    or stores we like?  



 6                    Are you going to make any places for 



 7    big kids to hang out?  I'm wondering what you're 



 8    planning to have it look like.  I hope that it has 



 9    lots of room to walk and ride my bike.  I hope it 



10    could have a bigger library, with even more books and 



11    stuff to do.  I'm dreaming of a skate park and a 



12    robotic center, where we can build and fix things.  



13                    I also want to ask if you're really 



14    going to take down the center soon?  Please do not.  I 



15    really love the way it is now.  



16                    Let's see.  Come on, little...  It's 



17    kind of hard for me to think about the future.  I'm 



18    glad there are smart people working on this project.  



19    Please think of me and my friends and my brother when 



20    you're picking out what to do.  Sincerely, Ethan 



21    Robertson.  



22                    MR. BENNETT:  Thank you, Ethan.  I 



23    appreciate your thoughtful comments.  Next up is TJ 



24    Fudge, and then Mike Dee.  



25                    MR. FUDGE:  Hello.  TJ Fudge.  And so, 



  

�                                           31









 1    I would say I'm definitely here as a person who 



 2    supports development and the addition of units, but 



 3    not in this way.  And in this way, I mean the process 



 4    by which this is happening.  



 5                    So as a member of the planning 



 6    commission, I am very distressed at the way this has 



 7    been presented to the community in particular, this 



 8    establishment of what I consider a false choice 



 9    between alternatives one, two, and three, not 



10    recognizing that alternative one, really when built 



11    into it, has a whole range of units that could be 



12    supported.  Not just 700, or, as the draft 



13    environmental impact states, could it go even higher, 



14    but also lower.  



15                    And I think that needs to be 



16    communicated, as well as the fact that the 2005 task 



17    force did a very good job of implementing a system 



18    where there was specifics about, if development were 



19    to occur, there would have to be the same things that 



20    we identified in the vision statement; that is, 



21    improvements to Lyon Creek, open space, the concerns 



22    about parking and pedestrian, bicycle travel.  



23                    There seems to be an impression that 



24    we're reinventing the wheel with this vision 



25    statement, and while it does present an updated 



  

�                                           32









 1    vision, it is largely consistent with what went before 



 2    and I don't think it's fair the way this presents it, 



 3    that what is allowed under alternative one seems to be 



 4    being presented as if we don't get the protections or 



 5    the interests that are in the vision statement.  



 6                    And so, I as a planning commissioner 



 7    am very frustrated with this process and I don't 



 8    believe we should act further on this.  



 9                    Unfortunately, I've been told, due to 



10    the rushed timeline, we will not even be able to issue 



11    our typical recommendation to the city council, and so 



12    I think the final point I'll make is that this is 



13    process has been rushed.  



14                    MR. BENNETT:  Thank you, Mr. Fudge, 



15    for your comment.  Next up is Mike Dee, and then 



16    George Grantham.  



17                    MR. DEE:  Howdy.  Mike Dee here.  



18    Thank you for the opportunity to comment tonight.  



19    Thank you for everybody for coming out.  



20                    I've had an opportunity -- I know 



21    you've had an opportunity to do this multiple times 



22    already, 2004, 2005, and other times.  



23                    As far as a Open Public Meetings Act, 



24    I do not feel this meeting has complied with it.  



25    There was not an online agenda available for the 
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 1    public 24 hours ahead of time.  Once again, it makes 



 2    it difficult for the public to come to the meeting and 



 3    be able to be prepared for it, knowing that maybe you 



 4    have to show up early to look at displays and know 



 5    that maybe there might be limited seating and all 



 6    that.  



 7                    A number of the meetings that you do 



 8    in this process, and we have consultant after 



 9    consultant that continue to do this, there's different 



10    processes, procedures, formats, and it makes it tough 



11    for the public to prepare for it.  So I'd appreciate 



12    that you try to comply with the Open Public Meetings 



13    Act and let people know ahead of time.  



14                    As far as the draft environmental 



15    impact statement and the town center vision document 



16    that we keep hearing about, the process that -- some 



17    concerns that I had with it.  The vision task force 



18    was handpicked by the mayor from around the city.  



19    That part was good as far as it being around the city, 



20    but this is -- had -- this is a group that had all 



21    their meetings in secret.  



22                    They were not public meetings.  They 



23    were all off the record.  They did not have minutes or 



24    agenda for the public.  Also during their meetings, 



25    very few documents, if any documents, were available, 
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 1    except for the public through the Public Records Act, 



 2    because they are required through the Public Records 



 3    Act through a public records request to provide 



 4    certain documents.  



 5                    It has a bunch of good stuff in it, 



 6    but the process was really -- was not appropriate, and 



 7    I don't believe there was any public review or maybe a 



 8    draft of the vision plan before it was presented.  



 9                    The fact sheet for your January 2019 



10    Lake Forest Park Town Center Heart of the Community 



11    Draft Environmental Impact Statement for the town 



12    center plan starts out with -- it's on the first page 



13    here, fact sheet page 1, and it's got very few facts 



14    on it.  



15                    It does have the draft -- the date 



16    draft EIS issued January 2, 2018.  So the very few 



17    drafts -- very few facts it does have, it starts with 



18    one that's incorrect.  It was not issued January 2, 



19    2018.  So it makes me question a lot of the numbers 



20    that are in here, and if it's been through some 



21    correction or process or review.  



22                    I'm sure it probably has, but to start 



23    out that way seems like a bad start or a start that 



24    could be improved.  



25                    A lot of this environmental impact 



  

�                                           35









 1    stuff was covered at the last planning commission, and 



 2    the last planning commission meeting conflicted with 



 3    the legislative send-off where we tell the legislature 



 4    what we want for our city and we thank them for all 



 5    the good work they've done.  So I didn't have a chance 



 6    to get some of that, because that went long and I 



 7    missed the meeting.  



 8                    But thank you, everybody, that's done 



 9    all the stuff you're doing and good luck and I hope 



10    this turns out for you.  I'll stay around as long as I 



11    can to help you.  And my time's up.  Thanks.  



12                    MR. BENNETT:  Thank you, Mr. Dee.  



13    Next up, George Grantham, and then Jason Colberg.  



14                    MR. GRANTHAM:  My name is Grantham, 



15    and I have lived in Lake Forest Park for about 20, 20 



16    years.  I lived in the Seattle area all my life.  I'm 



17    third generation in this area.  So, we really have 



18    seen some changes.  



19                    I'd like to say, first off, that I 



20    think people have brought up tremendous things here 



21    that really need to be taken into consideration.  



22                    One thing I'd like to say is, when I 



23    see in the plans two and three, and possibly even plan 



24    one, we don't know what that would end up looking 



25    like.  I see canyons and buildings with canyons.  Even 



  

�                                           36









 1    the festival street is maybe a little bit wider than 



 2    some of the others, but it's still a canyon.  



 3                    I've visited Amsterdam not long ago, 



 4    and in cities like that and Mexico, for instance, even 



 5    in every little town, they have their plaza, and it's 



 6    not a long, skinny valley between tall buildings.  



 7    It's a -- it's a large rectangular square.  



 8                    In Amsterdam they have town squares in 



 9    various places where they have markets, they have 



10    playgrounds and so forth.  I think this would be a 



11    great opportunity for us to have a similar area, with 



12    the creek and vegetation on one side, pavement in part 



13    of it, so forth.  



14                    The comment was made, everybody is 



15    concerned about height.  I'm kind of thinking maybe we 



16    ought to think out of the box.  We can't build taller 



17    buildings than six stories because the fire code won't 



18    let us?  What about in Seattle?  How do they get away 



19    with it?  



20                    Instead of filling the whole place 



21    with these sort of Soviet style apartment blocks, why 



22    not two or three taller buildings with a lot of open 



23    space in between?  Let's, you know, let's think out of 



24    the box.  Let's think a little smaller.  Let's be 



25    concerned about all these alternatives.  Let's go back 
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 1    to the drawing board.  



 2                    I'm color vision challenged, so I 



 3    can't tell what color the light is, but thanks a lot 



 4    for (inaudible).  



 5                    MR. BENNETT:  Thank you, Mr. Grantham.  



 6    Next up is Jason Colberg, and then Steve Beaty.  We 



 7    only have two more speakers after that, so there are 



 8    additional sign-up sheets in the back.  



 9                    If you've had a change of heart and 



10    you'd like to speak, please sign one of those and one 



11    of Ms. Roberts' team can go back there and check to 



12    see if there are additional people who'd like to 



13    speak.  I appreciate that.  So, Mr. Colberg.  



14                    MR. COLBERG:  Thank you.  So my focus 



15    is on impact fees, and part of that is when I first 



16    started getting involved with city governance about 



17    five years ago, it was kind of midstream of planning  



18    and process for the southern gateway, and I remember 



19    one of the first things I ever read over was kind of a 



20    visioning document, a lot of handwritten comments 



21    about all the amenities and the things that people 



22    wanted for the southern gateway.  



23                    My perspective on that is nothing has 



24    come to a fruition in terms of that, that -- that 



25    term, that large project that the city tackled, and as 
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 1    far as I'm aware, there was never discussion, never 



 2    consideration of impact fees that are alloted or 



 3    allowed by the Growth Management Act.  



 4                    And the way I understand this -- and 



 5    I'm not an expert in this, but the way I'm 



 6    understanding it, is the growth impact -- or the 



 7    impact fees might allow us the leverage and also the 



 8    possible funding for the city to be putting -- having 



 9    some money available to provide for the amenities that 



10    we're wanting for both this property and some of the 



11    other things we've...  



12                    One of the comments I read on Next 



13    Door is the other districts, the water district, the 



14    school district, fire school districts, don't have a 



15    voice in terms of raising fees or having money coming 



16    in, in which they'll need to provide services for 



17    this.  



18                    So the impact fees are, I think, 



19    something I know were mentioned around October or 



20    November to the council during public comment.  Not by 



21    me, by someone else, and then I'm not hearing or 



22    reading or seeing anything else about those.  



23               So that's something I think we need to be 



24    really serious about, because I think the amount of 



25    money, from what I can tell, is huge.  And to give 
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 1    some example, my initial research, very basic, the 



 2    range of impact fees runs from $3,600 per unit for the 



 3    lowest amount that I have seen, to $20,000 per unit 



 4    for the largest amount I've seen in Oakland, 



 5    California.  



 6                    When I first started talking to people 



 7    about this, is about 12 to $14,000 per unit.  So if 



 8    we're looking even at $10,000 per unit times, you know 



 9    -- I don't really want -- I don't want the 1,500 units 



10    here either, but if we ended up that high, that 



11    provide a lot of money for doing the things that we 



12    want to do.  



13                    And maybe, I think, the biggest thing 



14    is, instead of the multi-family tax exemption as what 



15    I consider a nonincentive function, to look at the 



16    impact fees as being the leverage tool that we really 



17    can use to figure out how to get the open spaces that 



18    -- everything, I mean, it's all -- the vision is 



19    great.  



20                    It's a matter of implementing the 



21    vision and having the tools to motivate primarily 



22    Merlone Geier to do their job or to be players in the 



23    system if they want to get something done here.  



24                    So that's it for me.  Thank you.  



25                    MR. BENNETT:  Thank you, Mr. Colberg.  
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 1    Next up, Steve Beaty and then Jay Wheatley.  



 2                    MR. BEATY:  Hey.  Steve B., and I've 



 3    only lived here for three or four years.  I have 



 4    definitely embraced Lake Forest Park and 



 5    Belawick[phonetic] and Shoreline.  Just a way better 



 6    place to raise my kids, if you ask me.  



 7                    I have a couple of comments I wanted 



 8    to make.  The first is about the concept of the master 



 9    use plan, or the comprehensive land use plan.  I've 



10    been watching the process evolve over several years,  



11    And right now I believe that a master use plan or plan 



12    of the -- of how the entire site would get built out 



13    over time is a recommendation, not a requirement.  



14                    I would suggest, I would hope the 



15    council would embrace the idea of making that a 



16    requirement.  Obviously with this many components and 



17    all the things, different players want to go into 



18    this, open space and amenities, developer wants to put 



19    in a lot of houses, there's a lot of different 



20    components and in -- in any scenario, I think, it's 



21    real easy to see the developer's going to build the 



22    most profitable parts first and then put off the 



23    amenities until they are -- until or put them off 



24    indefinitely.  



25                    My in-laws moved to a planned 
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 1    community when they retired and the developer had a 



 2    huge plan for houses with little store centers and a 



 3    playground and a whole bunch of stuff, and right after 



 4    they finished with the houses, they went bust.  



 5                    So, I think that that's a possibility 



 6    unless we have a comprehensive land use plan that's in 



 7    place and gives some certainty to the developers, it 



 8    gives certainty to all the people in this room, but 



 9    the things you're asking for will happen over time and 



10    that if the developer does sell to another owner or 



11    changes management, that the things that we're asking 



12    for will run with the land or at least we'll have a 



13    little more certainty than otherwise.  



14                    So I hope that they'll make a 



15    comprehensive land use plan a requirement.  And you 



16    guys love this stuff because then you get to do a 



17    whole bunch more consulting work.  More fees.  



18                    The second thing I'll try -- and I've 



19    run out of time here, but I wanted to talk about the 



20    timeline a little bit.  And I was -- as I watched 



21    this, I know the process started in 2017.  We've had a 



22    lot of time to talk about this.  



23                    Some people could say it started in 



24    2005, but I think that the process is way, way too 



25    rushed from this point.  To release the DEIS on the 
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 1    2nd of January, and then have all the comments 



 2    submitted, have them reviewed by the planning 



 3    commission, have the city council consider the code 



 4    adoptions that the consultants are writing and then 



 5    adopt them in 60 days, gives no time for us to really 



 6    take a good look at it.  I think it puts all of us 



 7    (inaudible).  



 8                    I got one minute, and I'm going to 



 9    tell you my reasons for thinking that this puts us at 



10    risk.  Also, I think it puts the planning commission 



11    at risk, puts the whole city at risk.  



12                    If the codes aren't written in a way 



13    that's defensible and that is supported by the 



14    residents, then when decisions are made on further 



15    parts of the build-out, we're going to have the same 



16    conflicts.  If we know what we're getting and we have 



17    time look at it, we can get a plan that really works 



18    for everybody, that's viable financially for the 



19    developer.  All right.  



20                    Out of time.  Had more reasons.  Thank 



21    you very much.  



22                    MR. BENNETT:  Thank you, Mr. Beaty.  



23    Next up is Jay Wheatley, and then Roz Bird.  



24                    MR. WHEATLEY:  Hi.  I'm Jay Wheatley.  



25    Thanks, everybody.  



  

�                                           43









 1                    MR. BENNETT:  Okay.  



 2                    MR. WHEATLEY:  So I work down in the U 



 3    District on Roosevelt, and the U District just 



 4    recently completed the large rezoning of the U 



 5    District, and that's all online.  It's really 



 6    interesting to spend quite a bit of time rezoning the 



 7    U District in anticipation of light rail coming.  



 8                    As you know, as you probably know, 



 9    they're building a light rail station at Brooklyn as 



10    well as one up at -- at 65th, and the building that I 



11    work in is on Roosevelt.  It's at Scarecrow Video, if 



12    anybody knows what that is.  



13                    I believe that you can only build 40 



14    feet tall there, I think maybe 65 feet nearby.  That's 



15    the kind of heights that the City of Seattle is 



16    approving in the U District, right sandwiched between 



17    two fixed rail light rail stations.  



18                    That's serious urban sort of stuff, 



19    and the City of Seattle feels like, you know, 40 feet, 



20    65 feet, these are the max heights.  Even, they just 



21    did a rezoning like in 2017.  So this isn't like 



22    really old zoning stuff.  This is like a huge process 



23    they just went through.  



24                    So, I think that the heights being 



25    discussed here are just outrageous, absolutely 
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 1    outrageous for this community, if that's what Seattle 



 2    is doing down in the U District, right next to a world 



 3    class university, light rail stations, all of that.  



 4    So I think, I think it's just way too tall.  



 5                    I was surprised that the current 



 6    zoning was 60, 65 feet.  I was shocked when I found 



 7    that out.  But no more.  That should be the absolute 



 8    cap, and even that, I think, is regretable.  So, I 



 9    think should just lock it right there.  I don't see 



10    any reason to go higher than that.  



11                    I will say, something that you said 



12    was that through all this process over the weeks and 



13    months, that people want a lot of changes.  People are 



14    asking for a lot of changes.  I take a little bit of 



15    exception with that, because I think I have come to a 



16    few of these pros -- these meetings, and what I recall 



17    is this whole Sound Transit's coming, they might 



18    redevelop the town center.  



19                    What would you want if they did that?  



20    And then people start coming up with all sorts of 



21    ideas.  I want open space, I want this, and I want 



22    that.  But that's in the context of asking what things 



23    would they want as part of redeveloping the town 



24    center, and sure, if you say that, you're going to 



25    redevelop something, what would I want, I'm going to 
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 1    list all sorts of goodies that I want.  



 2                    But now, I feel like you're 



 3    positioning that as, we are asking for, like we're 



 4    demanding that the town center have all these things 



 5    and we'll do anything to get it, and I really don't 



 6    think that's the case.  



 7                    The last thing I want to say is I 



 8    think this whole sequence is terrible.  It's like we 



 9    should go to Merlone Geier and say, what are you 



10    willing to do for us?  I mean, you guys are talking 



11    about changing the codes in the next month or two, 



12    preemptively, unilaterally, before Merlone Geier even 



13    puts out what they want to do for us.  



14                    Let's make them show us what they're 



15    willing to do, hold back on the code changes until we 



16    see their plan, and when they show us a plan, with 



17    open space, parks and walkways and all the things that 



18    we want, then we'll do the code changes.  



19                    But they should come to the 



20    negotiating table and show us what they're willing to 



21    do for us, not do it before they even show us a plan.  



22    That's just doesn't make any sense.  



23                    MR. BENNETT:  Thank you, Mr. Wheatley.  



24    Next up is Roz Bird, and then Jamas Gwilliam.  



25                    MR. WHEATLEY:  Hi.  I'm Roz Bird.  I 
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 1    have lived in my house for 42 years, and I've been 



 2    actually very involved in the city since we were 



 3    annexed in during growth management.  So I've been to 



 4    a lot of city council meetings over the years as well 



 5    as other meetings, and feel like I have a real stake 



 6    in this.  



 7                    I did come to a number of the 



 8    workshops, I've given input, both of the workshops 



 9    here and out of the market, and I agree with probably 



10    99.9 percent of what everyone has said before me, so I 



11    just wanted to mention a couple of things.  



12                    Ever since we've lived here, we've 



13    come to the town center, and probably almost daily 



14    people -- somebody would say, if only we could do 



15    this, and it was really terrible 42 years ago.  So 



16    it's improved a lot and there are always more things 



17    that could be done.  



18                    However, in coming to these workshops, 



19    I agree, we talked about low rise housing.  I was in 



20    favor of some housing here, 2 to 400 units.  When I 



21    saw 700, oh, my goodness, that was shocking.  No way.  



22    No way.  Certainly not 1,500, for all the reasons that 



23    everyone has said.  



24                    The other shocking thing was when I 



25    saw in plan three that the commons would be on the top 
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 1    of the garage.  I will say, I've been very involved 



 2    with the commons.  What a fabulous place.  It's become 



 3    the heart, a healthy heart of our community, and it's 



 4    not just a meeting space, as someone said.  



 5                    It's, it's the heart.  Things happen 



 6    there, people meet each other there, they meet new 



 7    friends there.  To put it on the top of a parking 



 8    garage is completely unacceptable and absurd, and I 



 9    think that's something that's very important.  



10                    So I agree with everything else.  



11    Thank you.  



12                    MR. BENNETT:  Thank you, Ms. Bird.  



13    Next is Jamas Gwilliam, and then Randi Sibonga.  



14                    MR. GWILLIAM:  Hello.  I'm Jamas 



15    Gwilliam, vice president of development with Merlone 



16    Geier Partners, and I actually recognize a lot of you.  



17    I've been working in this community for the last two 



18    years, getting to know a lot of you.  



19                    We've owned this center for almost 



20    five years now, and as a company, we own about 30 



21    mainly grocery anchored retail centers here in the 



22    Seattle, greater Seattle region.  As a company, been 



23    in operation about 27 years.  



24                    We have about 15 million square feet 



25    from Bellingham to San Diego, and we currently have 
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 1    about 8 million square feet worth of mixed use 



 2    development going on in our company, and a lot of that 



 3    is a result of this shift that we're seeing in the 



 4    retail world that a lot of you read in the headlines.  



 5    There's a lot of changes that are going on.  



 6                    We first wanted to thank you for the 



 7    opportunity to participate in this process.  Really, 



 8    since August, we've been participating in these 



 9    planning commission meetings.  I've seen a couple of 



10    you there, but it definitely hasn't been this busy.  



11    So it's insightful to hear your comments and your 



12    thoughts and look forward to continuing those 



13    conversations.  



14                    Like many of you, we're carefully 



15    participating in this process with an eye towards how 



16    our investment would be impacted.  A lot of you have 



17    investments here in the city.  That is a concern of 



18    yours.  This is an investment of ours.  We own this 



19    grocery retail center that a lot of you utilize on a 



20    daily basis.  



21                    Any prospect of redevelopment for us 



22    we're weighing against a perfectly good grocery 



23    (unintelligible) retail center right now, from our 



24    perspective, and so we see that a lot of work has been 



25    done, looking back even 14 years to this -- the former 
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 1    task force.  I know a lot of you were on that task 



 2    force, and I have met with a lot of you who have 



 3    shared the work that went into that.  



 4                    A lot has changed since then, and in 



 5    terms of the retail environment we're in and the 



 6    growth and the change that's going to happen with 



 7    Sound Transit.  So we're participating in this process 



 8    determining whether there's an opportunity to move 



 9    forward with any type of a change.  



10                    And so, I think it's important to 



11    point out as well that we do not have a plan.  It was 



12    stated in the DEIS that we have a plan.  We do not 



13    have a plan for redeveloping this property.  We were 



14    not involved in determining the timelines here or 



15    putting any of these concepts together.  



16                    We've been providing feedback, as any 



17    owner of property in the city is allowed to do, and we 



18    will continue to do that throughout this process.  



19    We'll be submitting a comment letter on the DEIS and 



20    hopefully we'll be able to continue to engage with 



21    many of you, and hopefully answer a lot of the 



22    questions or concerns that you have about what our 



23    plans are.  



24                    I know a lot of people, including the 



25    last couple speakers, want to see a plan from us.  We 
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 1    -- that is not where we're coming from.  We are not 



 2    coming forward with a plan.  We need to see where the 



 3    city is and where the community is and how that lines 



 4    up with the vision document that we've seen and the 



 5    market realities that we face as an owner and 



 6    investor.  



 7                    So, I can't take questions, but I look 



 8    forward to meeting and sitting down with a lot of you.  



 9    Thanks.  



10                    MR. BENNETT:  Thank you, Mr. Gwilliam.  



11    Next up, Randi Sibonga, and then Bart Shilvock, or 



12    Shilvock.  



13                    MS. SIBONGA:  Close enough.  Hello.  I 



14    have to start with just a comment.  I am humbled and 



15    so proud to be part of this community that is so 



16    clearly committed, intelligent, and caring about our 



17    city.  



18                    I'm very disappointed that members of 



19    the city council aren't here.  I think it's one thing 



20    to hear our comments in a tape, see them aggregated in 



21    some sort of matrix.  It's another thing for us to be 



22    able to look them in the eye and have them be held 



23    accountable for their positions on development of our 



24    city.  Huge disappointment.  



25                    I live at 17410 44th Avenue Northeast, 
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 1    and I'm speaking tonight on behalf of the Lake Forest 



 2    Park Stewardship Foundation.  I'm a board member 



 3    there, and as responsible stewards in this community, 



 4    we each read the very lengthy DEIS.  We looked for 



 5    things that you would expect to see in an 



 6    environmental impact statement.  



 7                    We looked for a consideration of 



 8    significant environmental impacts and their 



 9    mitigation.  We looked for reasonable density and 



10    height, green, sustainable building practices and 



11    materials, and lead certified kinds of construction, 



12    amenities for the public like enhancements of nearby 



13    streams, tree cover, walking paths, plantings of 



14    native plants.  



15                    We looked for impact fees to defray 



16    the higher cost to our infrastructure from increased 



17    density and conservation efforts of our natural 



18    resources.  



19                    But this DAES -- DEIS raises more 



20    questions than it provides answers for.  It read like 



21    a position paper that advocated for maximum density 



22    and rapid implementation rather than unbiased, 



23    meaningful evaluation of the site and the project that 



24    was proposed on it.  



25                    There were over, as far as I can tell, 
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 1    $500,000 that this city has spent on consultants in 



 2    the last several years, and this is the product that 



 3    we get.  Hugely disappointing.  What we really want to 



 4    see is meaningful involvement with the citizenry.  



 5                    We urge the city to slow this process 



 6    down.  There's so much at stake.  We have a fragile 



 7    ecosystem.  We have a community that has really strong 



 8    views about what we want our cultural and our city hub 



 9    to look like, and we know our city government has, as 



10    part of its framework in the 2016 to 2020 strategic 



11    plan, a healthy environment.  



12                    This is the opportunity for our city 



13    to actually walk their talk.  Let's come up with some 



14    lead practices, some green, sustainable construction 



15    programs, and some reasonable ideas on density and 



16    height.  



17                    Thank you very much.  



18                    MR. BENNETT:  Thank you, Ms. Sibonga.  



19    (Inaudible.)  Then, Lawrence Goldman.  



20                    MR. SHILVOCK:  Good evening.  I'm Bart 



21    Shilvock, a 25-year member of the Lake Forest Park 



22    community, and I want to add my voice to Jean, Paul 



23    and Doug, as fellow member of the vision task force 



24    appointed by the mayor and speak out against 



25    particularly alternatives two and three, which are 
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 1    completely out of scope for the needs of the 



 2    community, the community's character, or the inputs 



 3    that have been expressed throughout this process by 



 4    the community.  



 5                    I also take offense to the way that 



 6    the document was written.  It felt very much to me 



 7    that alternative one was dismissed out of hand and was 



 8    written in a way that the community would reject that 



 9    and immediately gravitate towards one of the higher 



10    density alternatives.  



11                    It's not clear to me or to anyone that 



12    I have talked to yet where the number 700 came from.  



13    To me, it's a number that's above what we should be 



14    doing and what past studies have indicated we should 



15    be doing.  



16                    I also have a little bit of trouble 



17    with the language of when we talk about open space.  



18    When we talk about something that could be counted as 



19    open space, a rooftop, a festival street, that, in 



20    reality, is going to double up as park -- credit for 



21    parking, but it's not the kind of useable open space 



22    that's light and bright and planned and purposeful, 



23    that we all, I think, envisioned as part of a 



24    community that came together to put this -- to put not 



25    only this document, but this vision that represents so 
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 1    many of your inputs.  



 2                    I'm going to save the rest of my 



 3    comments, really, for written, because it would go on 



 4    much too longer -- much too long.  



 5                    The last thing I would like to say is 



 6    to echo so many of you in talking about the process, 



 7    particularly from this point going forward.  To this 



 8    point, I think we've done a lot of things right.  I 



 9    think getting community input and having lots of 



10    participation has really been a great thing.  



11                    And I -- I applaud the council for 



12    doing that, but to allow one month from this point 



13    forward or six weeks, and we're hearing tonight that 



14    the planning commission isn't even going to have a 



15    time -- a opportunity to comment on this, it's insane.  



16                    And if -- if our schedule's being 



17    driven by Sound Transit and their schedule, I think 



18    that we ought to consider decoupling that part of this 



19    from the process and vote on code amendments and make 



20    decisions on code amendments related to the parking 



21    garage and spend the time that it takes to get this 



22    right going forward.  And it's going to be a lot more 



23    than one month.  



24                    I thank you all for coming out 



25    tonight.  Some great input, and I think I'm going to 
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 1    also echo Randi's comments that I think the city 



 2    council would have benefited a lot from feeling the 



 3    energy and feeling the passion behind those comments 



 4    today.  



 5                    MR. BENNETT:  Thank you, Mr. Shilvock.  



 6    Lawrence Goldman.  Probably going to mess this one up.  



 7    Ann Udalog.  



 8                    MS. UDALOG:  Yes yes.  



 9                    MR. BENNETT:  Okay.  



10                    MR. GOLDMAN:  Good evening.  Thank you 



11    for hosting this meeting.  I want to kind of provide a 



12    perspective thinking about the region as a whole.  We 



13    live in Lake Forest Park.  We don't live in Lake 



14    Forest Island.  If you look at the entire region, it's 



15    booming economically, number of people.  



16                    This is one of the fastest growing 



17    metropolitan areas in the entire country.  Where are 



18    those people going to live?  Over the last few years, 



19    housing costs have skyrocketed.  Now they've come back 



20    -- come back down a little bit recently, but compared 



21    to a few years ago, they are really high.  



22                    If someone, a young adult, could not 



23    afford a house a few years ago, they're even further 



24    from being able to own a house now.  And so what I 



25    would like to know is what -- what is there going to 
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 1    be in these plans for affordable housing?  How are you 



 2    going to make sure that people of all economic levels 



 3    are able to live?  



 4                    In the region there is an enormous 



 5    homelessness crisis.  You know, where are those people 



 6    going to live?  And I think we need to keep in mind 



 7    the bigger picture in terms of what we're developing.  



 8    How are we going to serve the city, how are we going 



 9    to serve the region as a whole.  



10                    Green space is hugely important.  



11    That's the forests and the park in Lake Forest Park.  



12                    It seems to me that if you're keeping 



13    the density and the growth in one relatively 



14    constrained area, that leaves more trees.  And so, I 



15    would like to see a comparison.  If you have more 



16    development within the town center, compare that to 



17    with developing these mother-in-law units around the 



18    entire city.  You know, which of those options, how 



19    are they going to affect the tree canopy as a whole.  



20    Those are things I'd like to see.  



21                    And, thank you for your time and for 



22    listening to our comments.  Thank you.  



23                    MR. BENNETT:  Thank you, Mr. Goldman.  



24    Ms. Udalog.  



25                    MS. UDALOY:  Udaloy.  
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 1                    MR. BENNETT:  Udaloy.  Thank you.  



 2    Sorry about that.  



 3                    MS. UDALOY:  Thank you.  No, you did 



 4    well.  



 5                    Hi.  I'm Ann Udaloy.  I have been a 



 6    resident of the town for --  



 7                    MR. BENNETT:  I take credit right 



 8    there.  



 9                    MS. UDALOY:  -- 20 years, and I can't 



10    claim to have been a resident and daughter and 



11    granddaughter of early settlers, but my family goes 



12    back to the 1680s in New England.  



13                    And I just point out that one of our 



14    first ancestors built a log mill in an area that 



15    became known as Goss Town, because his name was Goss, 



16    and Goth -- Goss Town looks real different now than it 



17    did in the 1680s.  Really different.  



18                    So, everyone in this room has done a 



19    great job of articulating the concerns of people who 



20    can make it to this meeting.  I'm just going to take a 



21    minute and articulate concerns of people who aren't in 



22    this room, because I know a lot of them.  



23                    I've got a 20-something son who's home 



24    caring for our grandfather, who's almost 96.  We 



25    happen to live in one of the incredibly few houses in 
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 1    Lake Forest Park where I can put a wheelchair ramp in 



 2    and get him into the house.  Where do elders live?  



 3                    I have two sons who have moved out of 



 4    Lake Forest Park and aren't coming back, because they 



 5    can't afford half million plus for our little 



 6    three-bedroom home, which, frankly, is not a 



 7    particularly great house.  Half a million bucks for 



 8    this piece?  Where are they going to live?  



 9                    Lake Forest Park, when it started, 



10    there were a whole lot of covenants on the properties.  



11    All the lakeshore properties were developed with 



12    covenants.  Blacks were only allowed to be there if 



13    they were servants.  No agents need apply.  



14                    A lot of the properties in Lake Forest 



15    Park were developed with covenants, a lot of people 



16    not in this room, because they were never allowed to 



17    be third generation owners of land in this community.  



18    So, we do need to have some form of development.  



19                    I agree, a 60-day window for 



20    evaluating a development EIS is quite short.  It 



21    doesn't seem entirely reasonable.  And the idea of 



22    decoupling the process from the Sound Transit seems 



23    very reasonable.  However, we have to talk about 



24    housing, we have to talk about development, and we 



25    have to come up with something other than, not here.  
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 1                    We can't put all the dense development 



 2    beside the Lucky Lady.  We can't put all the 



 3    development around the periphery of the town.  People 



 4    need to live near transit.  I would love to be able to 



 5    get to Lake Forest Park Town Center and take a bus 



 6    into town, but I'm not supposed to park there.  I'd 



 7    like parking.  The bus that went by my house was 



 8    eliminated 20 years ago.  



 9                    So, I want some level of development.  



10    I want better transit.  I want a place where I can use 



11    mass transit effectively, even though I live two and a 



12    half miles from city center, and I know that change is 



13    coming.  It should be thoughtful change, but it 



14    shouldn't start with, not in my backyard.  



15                    Thank you.  



16                    MR. BENNETT:  Thank you, Ms. Udaloy.  



17    That's all I have for people who are listed and wanted 



18    to comment, and if we missed you somehow or you've had 



19    a change of heart, please get a note up to me or 



20    something, but in the meantime, our mayor, I think, 



21    wants to make a couple of comments.  



22                    MAYOR JOHNSON:  I just want to say, 



23    thank you.  I know this is a tough thing.  I've, you 



24    know -- there's a lot going on, and I understand that.  



25    I appreciate immensely this room's hot, this room's 
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 1    not big enough.  I do believe you're all going to have 



 2    a chance to stand up and talk to the council about 



 3    this, and I will see if we can somehow move that to 



 4    the school, probably, or something.  



 5                    We're all worried about everything, 



 6    and I worry every day.  I'm just like you.  I did 



 7    raise my kids here.  I live here.  As you all know, I 



 8    ran for council and mayor, because I was like a good 



 9    (inaudible).  That's just how I feel.  



10                    That's just the way it is, but we are 



11    doing -- I want to say this about the council.  



12    They're working really hard.  You have a good council.  



13    I don't know where the disconnect comes.  I believe 



14    they feel like they've done more outreach and more 



15    talking to people than they've done on any project  



16    ever in the city.  



17                    I'm sorry some people are disappointed 



18    in the EIS.  I have seen both sides.  Unfortunately, 



19    I'm your mayor, so I don't vote on anything.  I just, 



20    I'm here to kind of make sure the city runs every day, 



21    but I do really appreciate you guys taking your time.  



22    I appreciate everybody being respectful to everybody's 



23    opinions and what they got going on.  



24                    We will move this forward.  I 



25    understand, I heard everything.  I've been here the 
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 1    whole night.  I haven't just walked in for the last 10 



 2    minutes.  I've been standing back there.  So I really, 



 3    really appreciate all your opinions.  We got them all 



 4    down; we taped them.  You're going to have more 



 5    chance.  



 6                    I really thank Steve and all the 



 7    staff, all you guys, thank you for all the work you 



 8    do.  There is a lot of hours, a lot of time, but 



 9    believe me, I am -- I worry about that too.  



10                    I worry about the two state highways 



11    coming through.  I made this speech before.  Nobody up 



12    north up in Monroe or any town above us cares about 



13    how much traffic comes through Lake Forest Park, and 



14    every day we live it and now we're dealing with 



15    cut-through traffic.  



16                    We're dealing with things, and if you 



17    don't think the mayor cares about the environment, I'm 



18    the first mayor that's ever wanted to clean up the 



19    creek at Ballinger, and I'm going to get that done and 



20    we are going to dig some roads and we need trees and 



21    we're all in together.  



22                    So, thanks for everything you do and 



23    thanks for being great citizens and we will continue 



24    this process forward.  And on your way out, I'd like 



25    to give you a cookie, but we don't (inaudible).  You 
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 1    guys have a great night.  



 2                    Thanks for everything.



 3                    (END OF TRANSCRIPTION)
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--000- -

(BEG NNI NG OF TRANSCRI PTI ON)

MR. BENNETT: Thank you, Mandy. |If
you'd turn the podiumback to the way it was,
appreci ate that.

FEMALE VO CE: Yes.

MR BENNETT: So we have about 25
peopl e al ready signed up who have indicated they want
to speak, so we're going to limt the anount of tine
per speaker to three m nutes.

There are nore sign-up sheets in the
back if you would still like to speak. One of M.
Roberts' teamwi |l come back and collect the remaining
sheets if you have had a change of heart on that
i ssue.

There's sone ground rules. You cannot
save tine to soneone el se. Everybody has three
m nutes, and you'll see a blinking green light, which
means you have one mnute |left when you're up there,
and then at 30 seconds left you'll have a -- the |ight
turns yel |l ow.

So if sonebody el se has spoken before
you and you agree with what they say, you can just

say, | agree with so-and-so, and that would be a
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perfectly legitimte comrent.

Pl ease be respectful of your fell ow
citizens' tinme. |If you go over your tine or you
appl aud, you're taking away soneone else's tine to be
heard and you're interfering with other citizens
rights to hear all the points that are being
represented tonight.

So I"'mgoing to call out nanmes in
order of what the sheets | have here. [|'Il call out
two nanes, and the second person should be getting
near the podium and ready to speak at the close of the
remar ks of the person just before them

So first to speak woul d be Anparo
Rosen, and then Julian Anderson. Anparo.

M5. ROSEN. Good evening. | live in
Sheri dan Beach, and this has been quite the process.
One of the things that cones to m nd when | see all of
this is Lake Forest Park is small, and | think of
infrastructure, and when | was readi ng through the
material there was an aquifer, is what Lake Forest
Park's uses, and the sewer inpact has not been
currently -- is not currently known.

So | think before | go to building
sonething, | would like to have a very clear picture

of how they plan to do the infrastructure to support
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production@yomreporting.com
www.yomreporting.com
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t hi s new buil di ng.

MR. BENNETT: Thank you, Ms. Rosen.
Jul ian Anderson, and then Dal e Cote.

MR. ANDERSON: Good evening. Just for
the record, |I'm opposed to alternative two and three,
and they're both pretty huge. | favor alternative
one, and sone of its details m ght have to be | ooked
at, but | recognize that the maxi mum hei ght on the
southern half of the property is lower in alternative
one than it is on the northern side.

But nmy coment is really nore

generalized. Mich of what | have read and heard at

nmeetings begins with a vision, |ike what you heard
tonight, that our comunity will benefit by the
anenities that will be required in any redevel opnent

of the town center, anenities such as enlarged tree
canopy, a park around Lyon Creek, generous public open
space, nore vibrant retail offers, nore diverse
housi ng stock, even affordabl e housing, et cetera.
This vision winds up with a concl usion
that the inpacts of some greater density negative
i npacts at the town center is the price for all these
desirable anenities, but in the draft code anmendnents
and sone of the EIS alternatives and in sonme of the

meetings | have attended, | hear a different tune, a
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tune that begins with doing what's necessary to
attract a devel oper and mnim zing the costs and

i nconveni ences of requirenents that may | essen the
devel oper's interests or profitability.

Two days ago, at the council's
community of the whole neeting, this is an exanple, a
counci | nmenber brought up an inpact discussed in the
ElIS, a question about the adequacy of the water supply
for alternatives two and three, with their nmany
residential units.

Water to this whole site is provided
by the Lake Forest Park Water District, and they have
their owm plan for capital inprovenents, but the DEIS
i nformati on makes the adequacy of water supply
guestion a reasonabl e concern.

Di scussion at that neeting ensued, but
it ended after one of the consultants present said
that the water district has Inn if inner ties to other
wat er systens and could easily open the gates to those
cross-connections and acquire water from el sewhere to
fully supply even alternative three.

Many in Lake Forest Park place high
val ue on the pure artesian water provided by this
water district, which is not degraded by the residues

of chemcal treatnents or additions.
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The consultant's remark was tone deaf,
deaf to the community's tune. This is just a recent
exanpl e of the tune that views desired anenities as a
burden on devel opnent, not as the fundanmental reason
to even consi der redevel opnent.

| hope the council nenbers recognize
this unwel conme tune and resist it.

MR. BENNETT: Thank you, M. Anderson.
Next up, Dale Cote, and then Barbara Sharkey.

MR. COTE: Hi. Good evening. Thank
you. 1'Il begin, ny nane is Dale Cote. M wife and |
have |lived here for 26 years, and ny wife actually was
born and raised in Lake Forest Park.

We're excited about the possibility of
redevel opnent and revitalization of the town center.
W do believe there could be inprovenents. However, a
couple things to note.

| was a nenber of the task force that
resulted in the current zoning of the town center
alternative one. 1'd like to note that the nunber of
housing units resulting fromthat task force is much
di fferent than the nunber of units proposed in
alternative one that we see in the -- in this
pr oposal .

There's no explanation for the change,
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so that would be a question. The city's pronoting
alternative one as no change. The marketing of
alternative one as no change is incorrect. Based on
t hat nunber of housing units allowed, it inplies that
the town center will remain exactly as it is today,
resulting in msleading the community into supporting
only alternative two and alternative three.

After all, no change neans it's going
to be as is. | would suggest nmarketing alternative
one as current zoning. The remainder of nmy comments
really have to do with traffic and 1'Il -- 1"11I
address sonme other concerns in a witten form

The potential of adding 1,500 to 1,700
units to the town center w thout extensive traffic
study on both the town center and surroundi ng
nei ghbor hoods is irresponsi bl e. Neighborhoods are
currently experiencing cut-through traffic attenpting
to get in and out of the town center during peak
hours, and attenpting to access Bothell Way is a
significant challenge currently.

The ability to safely wal k
nei ghbor hoods and the town center is increasingly
dangerous due to the current traffic issues. The fire
station has also noted the challenge of exiting to

access energency calls in -- is currently a problem
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How does adding 1,500 to 1,700 units
pl us a 300 parking garage -- 300 cars have to drive to
the garage, with an increased nunber of buses to bring
nore people to light rail, how does that not
drastically inmpact traffic?

Fromthis draft environnental inpact
statenent, chapter 3, page 8, fire departnent reports
concerns about congestion on access in front of the
station. What is the specific plan to address this
safety issue?

Chapter 3, section 3.5, page 71,
traffic operations at the intersection surrounding the
town center could be affected by increased devel opnent
at the town center. That could occur with
i npl enentation of alternative analysis in this EIS.
The study does not show traffic inmpact cut-through on
surroundi ng roads and nei ghbor hoods and pedestri an
safety. This needs to be studied.

And then, finally -- | got to hurry
here. M red light's up. So, in addition, fromthe
DEI'S, bringing residents into the proximty with
shoppi ng services in town center can al so reduce the
overall nunber of car trips in the community and
region. This should be reduced, the overall vehicle

travel mles in the region, bringing a variety of

206 622 6875 | 800 8316973
production@yomreporting.com
www.yomreporting.com






N

o 0o B~ W

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

PUBLIC HEARING (EXCERPT); January 16, 2019

ot her positive results such as less traffic congestion
on highways and -- and arterials.

This is a ridicul ous statenent.
Thi nking that bringing 1,700 units, naively they'll
only bring one car, and adding a 300 car garage al ong
with nore buses, will reduce traffic congestion is
absolutely absurd. | just ask that we study it nore
cl osel y.

Thanks.

MR. BENNETT: Thank you, M. Cote.

Next up is Barb Sharkey, and then Julia Bent.

M5. SHARKEY: Thank you. |'m Barbara
Sharkey. |1'mhere with ny, a picture's worth a
t housand words. I'll try to be brief. The -- oh,

have to read that. Thank you.

The proposed buil dings are way out of
scale for the area. They will literally block the
sun, as was nentioned. | was glad that | had the
right idea. From Cctober to March you can see the
bui I dings, 85, 75, 65. Here is nme and ny husband down
here, five and a half feet, six feet. W are not
going to see the sun if you live there.

The low lying area of the mall is the
basin for all the water comng fromall three

directions, trying to flow into Lake Washington. It
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is a wetlands. The crows have institutional nenory
that it is a wetlands, and even if 50 years ago
construction changed the soil conposition underneath,
that was to support a parking |lot, not these huge
bui | di ngs.

In 2015, we successfully fixed our
fl ooding problens with the culverts, disrupting the
natural underground springs that (unintelligible) the
area Wi ll just make matters worse again. It is a
wet | ands.

Tal ki ng about the traffic and access.
About six cars right now can exit the mall on each
left turn green |ight down by Starbucks. The backup
begi ns about 4:00 each afternoon. Even if you add
anot her lane there and also (unintelligible) going on
to Ballinger, it won't be enough to get even the 300
cars fromthe parking garage into and out of the mall,
much | ess another 7 to 800 cars associated with this
many residential units. Thank you.

MR. BENNETT: Thank you, Ms. Sharkey.
Next up, Julia Bent and then Jean Robbi ns.

M5. BENT: Thank you. |'m speaking
tonight as a private citizen, but | do note that as a
tree board nenber, | do have a particular interest in

trees.
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The alternatives presented here do not
provi de nmuch in the way of green space. Presumably,

t he proposed departnents are designed, at least in
part, for famlies. Were are the children fromthese
famlies going to play? There are two nearby parks,
Wi spering Wl Il ows and Bl ue Heron, but they are smal
and hardly capabl e of providing a neaningful outdoor
experience for children of any age.

Children in urban areas are thought by
many to suffer fromnature deficit disorder. The
alternatives don't address this issue in any
significant way. The little bit of proposed green
space al ong and spanned in Lyons Creek is totally
insufficient. | wonder about the anpunt of mitigating
trees, shrubs, and open space in general.

In the DEIS, chapter 4.2 pays lip
service to problens of storm water managenent, to
follow up on the previous comment, by and they -- and
in this chapter rain gardens and i npervi ous pavenents
are nentioned in passing, but | did not see any
i ndi cation of these anenities, especially rain gardens
in these plans. | didn't see any space where they
coul d go.

As a tree lover, it seens to nme the

trees sketched in on the plans are rigidly placed in
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rows, not sinmulated in any way the forest in Lake
Forest Park.

At a minimum a play area with at
| east one grove of trees, shrubs, and sone open space
shoul d be included in any design, and in addition to
pl aci ng di sbursed trees to mtigate the hardcapes.

Trees are valuable. They filter storm
water, and they do cut down CO2 em ssions. They
provi de shade, et cetera, et cetera. W all know
t heir benefits.

This is necessary to nmintain sone
senbl ance of the green nature of Lake Forest Park that
Lake Forest Park residents noved here to enjoy.

Such a space could al so provide a
meani ngful natural place for children to recreate and
experience at |east a small sliver of the natural
world that we in this city profess to treasure.

Thank you.

MR. BENNETT: Thank you very nmuch, Ms.
Bent. Now, Jean Robbins, and then Doug Mtchell.

M5. ROBBINS: H. AmI being recorded
for the city council? Tell ne who's hearing ne.

MR. BENNETT: We're recording for use
in witing the (unintelligible).

M5. ROBBINS: Al right.
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MR. BENNETT: So everybody woul d have
t he (inaudible).

M5. ROBBINS: |'m Jean Robbins, and |
was a nenber of the mayor's task force for the vision
pl an, which was a cul m nation of all the hearings and
participation neetings you attended, and then we were
selected fromvarious areas of your city to represent

very different areas.

| have to say, |'mvery nervous about
speaking, so | was advised -- | thought | was talking
to the council. | was advised to just envision them

as naked, so now | have to envision all of you as

naked. Sorry about that. At least it's a warm night.
| feel there's a great disconnect

bet ween the vision plan here, this beautiful vision

pl an, which Mandy really did a great job with, and we

real ly appreciated her |eadership on that, but there's

a bi g disconnect between this beautiful vision plan,

which is all of your ideas culmnated, and the DEIS

pl ans.

During our neetings, housing units,
housi ng unit nunbers were not discussed. At one
point, a nunber of 850 units was thrown out and we all
gasped, but we were told not to worry. It would never

be that high. And so, it's clearly different now.
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So, now we're | ooking at the
possibility of 700 or 1,000 units, and even maybe
1,500 housing units. That's way different than 551
units. W are feeling quite deceived in a way when
| ooking at the city's conprehensive plan. Were the
heck did these housing nunbers conme fronf

The G owm h Managenent Act, with a 20
-- with a prospective to 2035, concluded again these
| ower housing unit nunmbers and then you add in this
bonus cl ause, which again, we never heard of at the
task force. W have no idea where that canme from and
it's really not clear how that gets enpl oyed.

So instead of 700 units, now we're up
to 1,000 because of this bonus plan that we've never
heard of. Some may say that this plan is outdated,
but in reality, where's the data to nake these changes
in Lake Forest?

It seens that we are -- this plan --

t hese plans are for a specul ative devel oper, not the
citizens who cane to the community neetings and shared
t heir hopes, and yet we have no data for what
(unintelligible) desires.

Wiere is the data to indicate the
housi ng needs? There has never been a clear survey of

the nunber of seniors in the city who m ght want to
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have lived in an apartnent at the town center, and for
t hose who enbrace aging here, how small m ght the
apartnents be?

| have recently heard of the concept
of pod units. 1Is this really what our seniors want,
gi ven that many of our people in Lake Forest Park have
the neans to create sonmething else for thensel ves and
live outside of the city in another green area,
per haps?

| just want to close with saying that
the city of Seattle clearly is noving towards high
density, but even in the city of Seattle they are
maki ng amendnents for communities |ike Munt Baker,
Queen Anne, Crown Hill, so that where they're housing
single unit house -- single housing, whatever the term
is, that they are naking amendnments for that to
decrease the density there rather than increase the
density.

Thank you.

MR. BENNETT: Thank you, Ms. Robbi ns.

M5. ROBBINS: And you can all get
dressed agai n.

MR, BENNETT: Next up is Doug
Mtchell, and after M. Mtchell will be Lorraine

Bodi .
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MR M TCHELL: Hello. M nane is Doug
Mtchell. | live over on 26th Avenue in the west side
of town, and along wth Jean and some of ny ot her
col | eagues here, | had the privilege of serving on the
town center vision task force |ast year, and |'m
grateful to Mayor Johnson for giving ne that
opportunity.

"1l get right to ny top bullet point.
It looks to me |like the work that went into the vision
docunent, not just by the task force, but by the
hundreds of people that showed for the various public
events that went into it, all that work just was |eft
by the waysi de when this DEIS was devel oped.

| don't know a single person who was
involved in the process |ast year who said or wote
anyt hing that sounded like it would have supported
alternative two or three. Everyone | have talked to
since the DEIS was published has been shocked at
what' s proposed.

Last year, there was never any tal k of
seven-story m xed use devel opnent. There was never
any nmention of adding 1,500 dwelling units. This is
all new. This has nothing to do with the vision
docunent that was supposed to be driving this entire

project. The vision docunent contains a detail ed set
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of goal s and poli cies.

"1l skip the details tonight because
so many people want to speak, but |I don't see any
references at all in the DEIS to any of the specific
goal s and policies of the vision docunent, not one.
Not a single one.

Frankly, it's hard for nme to believe
t hat the vision docunent, all the work that went into
it by hundreds of citizens was taken seriously in
devel opi ng this docunent.

Okay. On to another separate problem
The city's 2015 conprehensive plan specifies a target
of 551 additional housing units city wde, out to
2035. The three alternatives, as we all know by now,
provi de for 700, 1,200, and 1,500 additional housing
units.

The DEIS tal ks briefly about the
di screpancy between these two nunbers by saying of the
conp plan nunber, quote, these estimates are |ikely
now out dated, end quote. Look, an EIS is a docunent
that's based on science and facts. Statements |ike
this one, claimng that the target's codified in a
conp plan are likely outdated, really have no place in
an El' S

| f you want to override the growh
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targets in the conp plan, you're going to have to cone
up with some facts, sone data, and sone evidence
backi ng up your cl ains.

Now, one nore basic question is, why
are alternatives two and three necessary to inpl enent
the vision which the citizens prepared | ast year?
Mandy before asked us, tell us why you don't want
1,500 houses. 1'mgoing to turn that around and say,
who wants 1,500 housing units? Were did that cone
fron? None of the citizens wanted it in the entire
process | ast year.

There's just no justification
what soever for those nunbers. The DEIS, in ny
opi ni on, should be conpletely revised with nore
appropriate housing nunbers and with a greater
attention to the goals and policies of the vision
docunent, which the citizens provided to you in good
faith and after a ot of hard work.

MR. BENNETT: Thank you, M. Mtchell.
Next up is Lorraine Bodi, and then follow ng Ms. Bodi,
David Jardine. | apologize if |I nessed up your | ast
nane.

M5. BODI: H. M nane's Lorraine
Bodi, and I'm an environnental |awer and a |ongtine

resi dent of Lake Forest Park. |'ve worked on El Ss,
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and this is an inportant one, because this is the
blueprint. Have they tried to downplay that in the
presentation? This is the blueprint for what can
happen over the next 20 or so years. So it's
inmportant to get this right and get it consistent with
t he vi sion docunent.

"' m so disappointed in this docunent.
It solittle reflects our critical Lake Forest Park
val ues and vision. It needs to be conpletely redone.
| agree with that comrent.

| support further devel opnent at the
town center, and the current code and requirenments and
vi sion docunent allow that to happen, but | want it to
be community oriented. | want us to preserve the
commercial use for all of our citizens, and | want
residential use to be secondary to that.

| support residential use, but not as
the primary purpose. | want this to be a town center
for us, a vibrant town center. | don't want it to be
Lake City or Northgate. W don't live in Lake Forest
Par k because we want to be |like Lake City and
Nor t hgat e.

| think the DEIS, for reasons nmany
peopl e have mentioned, is short on transparency and

full disclosure on the key issues. It's really
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di si ngenuous on traffic, the availability of resident
parking, infrastructure inpacts, open space and public
space.

The inconsistency with the vision
docunent, the characterization of alternative one as
allowi ng far nore devel opnent than the base code
requires or allows, | nean, and nore. There are nore
i ssues |ike that.

The key Lake Forest Park val ues the
needs that | think should be better addressed include
preserving the low rise character of the Lake Forest
Park community, so we don't look |ike Lake City and
Nort hgat e or even worse.

| support alternative one, but with an
adjustnment to reflect the base of the code and the
urban guidelines are not automatic. That's a --
that's a separate process. So let's go -- let's use
the current code and enhance it based on vision
docunent s.

| think we need neani ngful open space
and green space. | won't go into that. Everyone's
t al ked about that.

| want to nention community neeting
space. As | read the docunent, the comunity neeting

space that woul d now be on the roof of a parking
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garage in this scenario. So again, that's the kind of
like weird things that consultants may wite, but the
peopl e of Lake Forest Park woul d never wite sonething
l'i ke that.

So | have to say, | value having --
being able to park at the mall and not have to pay for
it. It makes ne -- when I'min a hurry or when | have
a lot of things in the car, it makes me shop here.

So, | think it's inportant to preserve that as well.

So one last thing. This neeting is
ridicul ous, that we have peopl e standi ng outsi de when
the | ast neeting was standing roomonly too.

MR. BENNETT: Thank you for your
comment s.

M5. BODI: | would just say, | used to
work for an agency and if we had a crowd like this, we
woul d be bringing in chairs all the way up here --

COLLECTI VE VA CES: Yeah.

M5. BODI: -- so that everyone could
cone in or finding a different neeting | ocation.

MR. BENNETT: Thank you for your
comments, nma' am

M5. BODI: One last thing. The
schedul e is ridicul ous.

MR, BENNETT: All right. So thank
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you. Next up is David Jardine, and then Jack Tonki n.

MR JARDINE: Well, | think | can be
brief. I'mgrateful for the two people who have
participated in the vision process for providing the
clarifying statenents, because as | | ooked through the
alternatives here, | thought, gee, that doesn't
reflect, certainly, what | want and it doesn't reflect
what anybody that | know in the community woul d want.

How did we cone up with this? And |
think there seens to have been a major di sconnect
bet ween the vision process and t he outcone.

We're presented now with three
alternatives and told we have to choose between those.
Alternative one, | think our mall could use some
i mprovenent. Alternatives two and three, 800 pound
gorilla in the roomis where is all of this housing
density comng fromand why is it all being put right
her e.

| think that that needs to be
reconsidered. | think that, really, rather than
having three not very good choices, we have the
opportunity to use sone inagi nation, perhaps sone of
the work that was in the vision docunent, and cone up
with a really good and satisfactory alternative that

will work for the communities. And |I'd especially
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encourage this group to do that. Thanks.

MR. BENNETT: Thank you for your
comment. And now, Jack Tonkin, and then Paul Cronin.

MR. TONKIN: Wien | first becane aware
of what was goi ng on, probably over a year ago, and I
understand the need for a garage if the SC3 is going
to pay for it and if we're really going to have a need
for that kind of traffic. So the garage nakes sense.

If we can locate it in a place and
make it so unobtrusive as possible, | guess |I'm okay
with that, because it still allows our people to shop.

| al so support the idea of what the
two forces comng together are, and that is there's a
ot of citizens who would |Iike to downsize or woul d
live -- would like to live in the park. There's
outsiders who would like to live in the park, and we
have nade several attenpts, clustered housing being
one of them to accommodate that.

It nakes nore sense to ne, if it's
attractive and if it's the right count, to have
housing or living conditions such as apartnents within
the center, but I think what | see in two and three is
not hi ng of what our vision was back then.

And |'ve seen the council |ast year

pushi ng cluster housing, seven houses in a back |ot,
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and finally came to the conclusion in a
(unintelligible) meeting that this maybe wasn't the
vision that they had, and so they pushed it back to
t he pl anning comm ssion for a review.

And t hen subsequently, sonme on the
council who are devel opnent mnded tried to push the
whol e thing through with a |l ess than quorum and our
good mayor vetoed that.

Now we're facing the same kind of a
scenario here again in housing and | think we should
ask the council if this is their vision and is this
the vision that they want, and this roomis filled
wth a lot of voters, and | encourage you to cone to
the council when this conmes to their attention and you
have an opportunity to put the heat there and ask
them is this the vision they want, and let's hear it
out. | want to hear that.

MR. BENNETT: Thank you, M. Tonkin.
Next up is Paul Conin -- Cronin -- excuse ne -- and
t hen Robyn Atki nson.

MR. CRONIN: Good evening. M nane's

Paul Cronin. | was also selected to sit on the vision
commttee. Doug and Jean have spoke before ne. 1'd
like to -- there's been a |lot of references to the

vi sion docunent that we were entrusted by the
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conmunities to endorse, and so as a rem nder,
thought 1'd just read a few excerpts fromthat, from
the sustainability section of Vision of the Future.

The town center is nore green than
gray. After all, Forest is our mddle nane. Fromthe
sanme section as the Vision of the Future, buildings
shoul d be set back fromthe surroundi ng residential
areas and from busy hi ghways, corridors, and
designated (unintelligible) stories that step back
fromincrease -- fromheights that increase.

And | think the nost inportant one in
the comon thenme | seemto hear tonight, retaining a
sense of scale akin to a village, a small town, not
too urban. Thank you.

MR. BENNETT: Thank you, M. Cronin --
excuse nme -- and now i s Robyn Atkinson, and then
Mel i ssa Roberts.

M5. ATKINSON: Hi. |'m Robyn
At ki nson, and ny fam |y noved here in the md 1920s,
so we've been around a while, and we've al ways been
troubl emakers. So, everything | wanted to say
everybody's al ready said.

| will add, that over this |last week |
have made some phone calls, one to an extrenely |arge

devel oper, presented the Lake Forest Park one, two,

206 622 6875 | 800 8316973
production@yomreporting.com
www.yomreporting.com





N

o 0o B~ W

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

PUBLIC HEARING (EXCERPT); January 16, 2019

26

and three and the tinmelines that the devel oper was
asking for and our city council and they were

i ncredul ous. They could not believe anybody woul d ask
for these tinelines and for this type of intense
zoning for this area.

So then | called a city nmanager, a
small city in the south, bigger than Lake Forest Park,
but not as about big as Burien, and | laid out the
same scenario to them They were thunderstruck. They
coul d not believe anybody woul d even try to get away
with this.

So, this is an unusual situation we
find ourselves in. Qur task force, years ago, put
together a plan that the city paid for. Well
researched. W had beautiful plans that everybody got
to look at, with livability here for 400 units, 400
f abul ous new nei ghbors, and it's all gone. That's not
even on the board out there. It's only about what
this current devel oper would |like to do.

So, | urge our council, that works
hard, and our planning departnent to rethink this.

G ve us at |east 90 days |ike everybody else gets to
| ook at the options.

And as far as traffic goes, when

St ar bucks can hold all of us hostage. |If you think
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1,500 residences, that mght, mght be 3,000 cars,
won't make an inpact, then you need a new al gorithm
because that conmputer lied to you.

| nean, let's face it, all of you that
know t he back roads, we take themin the norning,
because Bothell Way shuts down from Kennore to 145t h,
and if you're in landscaping, like |I have been for the
| ast 35 years, the crews are comng fromthe outlying
areas for construction, |andscaping, plunbing,
what ever, and they can't get through and it's our
clients that are paying that commute time at $50 an
hour per | aborer.

So, please, there is not roomfor
t hose 1,500 units here, but with nother-in-law units,
we coul d squeeze themin sonmewhere around the park
That way the noney stays in the park, it stays with
t he honeowner, and if you don't want a garden at your
house anynore, you can nove into that |ovely ATU or
AUD -- | forget the initials for it -- and garden in
soneone el se's yard and have your rent greatly
reduced.

That way the noney stays in the park,
we continue to shop here at a | ovely shopping center
that has interesting boutiques and fabul ous food, and

only 400 new residences. Thank you.
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MR. BENNETT: Thank you, Ms. Atkinson.
Next up, Melissa Robertson, and then Ethan Robertson.

M5. ROBERTSON. M nane is Melissa
Robertson. As you know from your many attenpts to ask
the community for input on dreans and visions of the
town center, we are people who yern for opportunities
to safely wal k and bi ke in our nei ghborhoods, for
nature preservation, and inprovenent and for authentic
comunity buil di ng spaces.

You know that already. W know t hat
about ourselves al so, but when you say that you want
to inprove the devel opnental prospects of our town's
center, you nake me very nervous. | want you to focus
on creating code recomendations that exceed our
quality of life right now.

W' re not | ooking for green space and
open space in the buffers along the edges of the town
center or on the rooftop gardens or in festival
streets that mainly act as parking and traffic spaces,
adding up to 3.9 acres. W're | ooking for actual
gat heri ng spaces.

We don't want less. W want nore. W
want to work together. W want to know that our
el ected officers and the consultants that we hired

aren't giving us lip service when they ask what we
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want, but that they're working toward creating a
purpose filled community at every opportunity.

Pl ease, bend over backwards for the
peopl e, not for the devel opers.

MR. BENNETT: Thank you Ms. Robertson.
Next up is Ethan Robi nson[sic], and then TJ Fudge.

M5. ROBERTSON:. All right. 1'm going
to read Ethan's comments for him This is him

Dear City Council, my nomgoes to a
| ot of neetings. Sone of themare at our house, and |
listen in fromour loft. Sometinmes | play Legos or
read books during the neetings.

The | ast neeting was about our
nei ghborhood. | love our towmm. M/ favorite things
are Third Pl ace Books, being able to ride ny bike
around t he nei ghborhood, and | like that there's nore
nature here. M famly loves trees. Please don't |et
there be | ess nature.

|"mreally looking forward to going to
the town center when |I'm ol der and hang out with ny
friends. |'mseven years old, so it's going to be a
whil e before | get to hang out there, but ny brother's
nine, so it's going to be sooner for him | see big
kids doing it all the tinme.

But have you net ny non? She's a
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little crazy, even though | know she |oves nme, so |
don't think she would let us go if there were big
traffic jans all the tinme, with tons of people. Plus,
why would we go there if there's no nore Third Pl ace
or stores we |ike?

Are you going to nmake any places for

big kids to hang out? |'m wondering what you're
pl anning to have it look like. | hope that it has
lots of roomto walk and ride ny bike. | hope it

coul d have a bigger library, with even nore books and
stuff to do. |I'mdreamng of a skate park and a
robotic center, where we can build and fix things.

| also want to ask if you're really
going to take down the center soon? Please do not. |
really love the way it is now.

Let's see. Conme on, little... |It's
kind of hard for nme to think about the future. |'m
glad there are smart people working on this project.
Pl ease think of me and ny friends and ny brother when
you' re picking out what to do. Sincerely, Ethan
Robert son.

MR. BENNETT: Thank you, Ethan. |
appreci ate your thoughtful coments. Next upis TJ
Fudge, and then M ke Dee.

MR FUDGE: Hello. TJ Fudge. And so,
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| would say I'mdefinitely here as a person who
supports devel opnent and the addition of units, but
not inthis way. And in this way, | mean the process
by which this is happening.

So as a nenber of the planning
conmi ssion, | amvery distressed at the way this has
been presented to the community in particular, this
est abli shment of what | consider a fal se choice
bet ween alternatives one, two, and three, not
recogni zing that alternative one, really when built
into it, has a whole range of units that could be
supported. Not just 700, or, as the draft
envi ronnental inpact states, could it go even higher,
but al so | ower.

And | think that needs to be
conmuni cated, as well as the fact that the 2005 task
force did a very good job of inplenenting a system
where there was specifics about, if devel opnment were
to occur, there would have to be the sane things that
we identified in the vision statenent; that is,
i nprovenents to Lyon Creek, open space, the concerns
about parking and pedestrian, bicycle travel.

There seens to be an inpression that
we're reinventing the wheel with this vision

statenent, and while it does present an updated
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vision, it is largely consistent with what went before
and | don't think it's fair the way this presents it,
that what is allowed under alternative one seens to be
being presented as if we don't get the protections or
the interests that are in the vision statement.

And so, | as a planning comm ssioner
amvery frustrated with this process and | don't

beli eve we should act further on this.

Unfortunately, 1've been told, due to
the rushed tineline, we will not even be able to issue
our typical recommendation to the city council, and so
| think the final point I'll make is that this is

process has been rushed.

MR. BENNETT: Thank you, M. Fudge,
for your coment. Next up is Mke Dee, and then
CGeorge Grant ham

MR. DEE: Howdy. M ke Dee here.
Thank you for the opportunity to conment tonight.
Thank you for everybody for comi ng out.

|'ve had an opportunity -- | know
you' ve had an opportunity to do this nultiple tines
al ready, 2004, 2005, and other tines.

As far as a Open Public Meetings Act,
| do not feel this neeting has conplied with it.

There was not an online agenda avail able for the
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public 24 hours ahead of tinme. Once again, it makes
it difficult for the public to cone to the neeting and
be able to be prepared for it, knowi ng that nmaybe you
have to show up early to | ook at displays and know
that maybe there mght be limted seating and al

t hat .

A nunber of the neetings that you do
in this process, and we have consultant after
consultant that continue to do this, there's different
processes, procedures, formats, and it makes it tough
for the public to prepare for it. So |I'd appreciate
that you try to conply with the Open Public Meetings
Act and | et people know ahead of tine.

As far as the draft environnental
i npact statenent and the town center vision docunent
that we keep hearing about, the process that -- sone
concerns that | had with it. The vision task force
was handpi cked by the mayor from around the city.

That part was good as far as it being around the city,
but this is -- had -- this is a group that had al
their neetings in secret.

They were not public neetings. They
were all off the record. They did not have m nutes or
agenda for the public. Also during their neetings,

very few docunents, if any docunents, were avail abl e,
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except for the public through the Public Records Act,
because they are required through the Public Records
Act through a public records request to provide
certai n docunents.

It has a bunch of good stuff init,
but the process was really -- was not appropriate, and
| don't believe there was any public review or maybe a
draft of the vision plan before it was presented.

The fact sheet for your January 2019
Lake Forest Park Town Center Heart of the Conmunity
Draft Environnental |npact Statenment for the town
center plan starts out with -- it's on the first page
here, fact sheet page 1, and it's got very few facts
on it.

It does have the draft -- the date
draft EIS issued January 2, 2018. So the very few
drafts -- very few facts it does have, it starts with
one that's incorrect. It was not issued January 2,
2018. So it makes ne question a | ot of the nunbers
that are in here, and if it's been through sonme
correction or process or review.

|"msure it probably has, but to start
out that way seens |ike a bad start or a start that
coul d be i nproved.

A lot of this environnental inpact
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stuff was covered at the |ast planning conm ssion, and
the last planning conm ssion neeting conflicted with
the legislative send-off where we tell the |egislature
what we want for our city and we thank themfor al

t he good work they've done. So | didn't have a chance
to get some of that, because that went |ong and |

m ssed t he neeting.

But thank you, everybody, that's done
all the stuff you're doing and good |uck and |I hope
this turns out for you. 1'Il stay around as |long as |
can to help you. And ny tine's up. Thanks.

MR. BENNETT: Thank you, M. Dee.

Next up, George Grantham and then Jason Col berg.

MR. GRANTHAM My nane is G ant ham
and | have lived in Lake Forest Park for about 20, 20
years. | lived in the Seattle area all nmy life. |I'm
third generation in this area. So, we really have
seen sone changes.

l"d like to say, first off, that I
t hi nk peopl e have brought up trenendous things here
that really need to be taken into consideration.

One thing I'd like to say is, when
see in the plans two and three, and possibly even plan
one, we don't know what that would end up | ooking

like. | see canyons and buildings with canyons. Even
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the festival street is naybe a little bit w der than
sone of the others, but it's still a canyon.

|"ve visited Arsterdam not | ong ago,
and in cities like that and Mexico, for instance, even
in every little town, they have their plaza, and it's
not a long, skinny valley between tall buil dings.

It's a -- it's a large rectangul ar square.

I n Anst erdam t hey have town squares in
vari ous places where they have markets, they have
pl aygrounds and so forth. | think this would be a
great opportunity for us to have a simlar area, with
the creek and vegetation on one side, pavenent in part
of it, so forth.

The comment was made, everybody is
concerned about height. [I'mkind of thinking mybe we
ought to think out of the box. W can't build taller
bui | di ngs than six stories because the fire code won't
et us? Wat about in Seattle? How do they get away
with it?

Instead of filling the whol e place
with these sort of Soviet style apartnent bl ocks, why
not two or three taller buildings with a | ot of open
space in between? Let's, you know, let's think out of
the box. Let's think alittle smaller. Let's be

concerned about all these alternatives. Let's go back
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to the draw ng board.

" m col or vision challenged, so |
can't tell what color the light is, but thanks a | ot
for (inaudible).

MR. BENNETT: Thank you, M. G antham
Next up is Jason Col berg, and then Steve Beaty. W
only have two nore speakers after that, so there are
addi ti onal sign-up sheets in the back.

| f you've had a change of heart and
you'd |i ke to speak, please sign one of those and one
of Ms. Roberts' team can go back there and check to
see if there are additional people who'd like to
speak. | appreciate that. So, M. Col berg.

MR. COLBERG  Thank you. So ny focus
is on inpact fees, and part of that is when |I first
started getting involved with city governance about
five years ago, it was kind of m dstream of pl anning
and process for the southern gateway, and | renenber
one of the first things | ever read over was kind of a
vi si oni ng docunent, a lot of handwitten coments
about all the anenities and the things that people
want ed for the southern gateway.

My perspective on that is nothing has
cone to a fruition in terns of that, that -- that

term that large project that the city tackled, and as
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far as |'maware, there was never discussion, never
consideration of inpact fees that are alloted or
all owed by the G owth Managenment Act.

And the way | understand this -- and
|"mnot an expert in this, but the way |'m
understanding it, is the gromh inpact -- or the
i npact fees mght allow us the | everage and al so the
possi ble funding for the city to be putting -- having
some noney available to provide for the anenities that
we're wanting for both this property and sonme of the
ot her things we've...

One of the comrents | read on Next
Door is the other districts, the water district, the
school district, fire school districts, don't have a
voice in terns of raising fees or having noney com ng
in, in which they'll need to provide services for
this.

So the inpact fees are, | think,
sonmething I know were nentioned around Cctober or
Novenber to the council during public comrent. Not by
nme, by soneone el se, and then |I'm not hearing or
readi ng or seeing anything el se about those.

So that's sonething | think we need to be
really serious about, because | think the anmount of

money, fromwhat | can tell, is huge. And to give

206 622 6875 | 800 8316973
production@yomreporting.com
www.yomreporting.com





N

o 0o B~ W

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

PUBLIC HEARING (EXCERPT); January 16, 2019

39

sone exanple, ny initial research, very basic, the
range of inpact fees runs from $3, 600 per unit for the
| owest anount that | have seen, to $20,000 per unit
for the |argest anobunt |'ve seen in Gakl and,
Cal i forni a.

Wen | first started tal king to people

about this, is about 12 to $14,000 per unit. So if

we' re | ooking even at $10, 000 per unit tines, you know

-- 1 don't really want -- | don't want the 1,500 units
here either, but if we ended up that high, that
provide a |lot of noney for doing the things that we
want to do.

And maybe, | think, the biggest thing
is, instead of the multi-fam |y tax exenption as what
| consider a nonincentive function, to |ook at the
i npact fees as being the | everage tool that we really
can use to figure out how to get the open spaces that
-- everything, | nean, it's all -- the visionis
gr eat .

It's a matter of inplenenting the
vi sion and having the tools to notivate primarily
Merlone Geier to do their job or to be players in the
systemif they want to get sonething done here.

So that's it for nme. Thank you.

MR. BENNETT: Thank you, M. Col berg.
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Next up, Steve Beaty and then Jay Weatl ey.

MR. BEATY: Hey. Steve B., and |'ve
only lived here for three or four years. | have
definitely enbraced Lake Forest Park and
Bel awi ck[ phonetic] and Shoreline. Just a way better
place to raise ny kids, if you ask ne.

| have a couple of comments | wanted
to make. The first is about the concept of the naster
use plan, or the conprehensive |and use plan. |[|'ve
been wat ching the process evol ve over several years,
And right now | believe that a master use plan or plan
of the -- of howthe entire site would get built out
over tinme is a recommendation, not a requirenent.

| woul d suggest, | would hope the
council would enbrace the idea of naking that a
requi renent. Cbviously with this many conponents and
all the things, different players want to go into
this, open space and anenities, devel oper wants to put
in alot of houses, there's a |ot of different
conponents and in -- in any scenario, | think, it's
real easy to see the developer's going to build the
nmost profitable parts first and then put off the
anenities until they are -- until or put them off
indefinitely.

My in-laws noved to a planned
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community when they retired and the devel oper had a
huge plan for houses with little store centers and a
pl ayground and a whol e bunch of stuff, and right after
they finished with the houses, they went bust.

So, | think that that's a possibility
unl ess we have a conprehensive | and use plan that's in
pl ace and gives sone certainty to the devel opers, it
gives certainty to all the people in this room but
the things you're asking for will happen over tine and
that if the devel oper does sell to another owner or
changes managenent, that the things that we' re asking
for will run with the land or at |east we'll have a
little nore certainty than otherw se.

So | hope that they'll make a
conprehensive | and use plan a requirenent. And you
guys love this stuff because then you get to do a
whol e bunch nore consulting work. More fees.

The second thing I'll try -- and |'ve
run out of time here, but | wanted to tal k about the
timeline alittle bit. And | was -- as | watched
this, I know the process started in 2017. W've had a
lot of tinme to talk about this.

Sone people could say it started in
2005, but | think that the process is way, way too

rushed fromthis point. To release the DEIS on the
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2nd of January, and then have all the coments
subm tted, have themreviewed by the planning
commi ssi on, have the city council consider the code
adoptions that the consultants are witing and then
adopt themin 60 days, gives no tine for us to really
take a good look at it. | think it puts all of us
(1 naudi bl e) .

| got one mnute, and '"mgoing to
tell you ny reasons for thinking that this puts us at
risk. Also, | think it puts the planning conm ssion
at risk, puts the whole city at risk

|f the codes aren't witten in a way
that's defensible and that is supported by the
residents, then when decisions are nmade on further
parts of the build-out, we're going to have the sane
conflicts. |If we know what we're getting and we have
time look at it, we can get a plan that really works
for everybody, that's viable financially for the
devel oper. Al right.

Qut of time. Had nore reasons. Thank
you very much

MR. BENNETT: Thank you, M. Beaty.
Next up is Jay Weatl ey, and then Roz Bird.

MR WHEATLEY: Hi. |'mJay Weatley.

Thanks, everybody.
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MR. BENNETT: Ckay.

MR. VWHEATLEY: So | work down in the U
District on Roosevelt, and the U District just
recently conpleted the |arge rezoning of the U
District, and that's all online. It's really
interesting to spend quite a bit of tine rezoning the
UDstrict in anticipation of light rail com ng.

As you know, as you probably know,
they're building a light rail station at Brooklyn as
well as one up at -- at 65th, and the building that |
work in is on Roosevelt. |It's at Scarecrow Video, if
anybody knows what that is.

| believe that you can only build 40
feet tall there, | think nmaybe 65 feet nearby. That's
the kind of heights that the Cty of Seattle is
approving in the UDistrict, right sandw ched between
two fixed rail light rail stations.

That's serious urban sort of stuff,
and the Gty of Seattle feels |like, you know, 40 feet,
65 feet, these are the max heights. Even, they just
did a rezoning like in 2017. So this isn't like
really old zoning stuff. This is |like a huge process
they just went through.

So, | think that the heights being

di scussed here are just outrageous, absolutely
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outrageous for this community, if that's what Seattle
is doing down in the UD strict, right next to a world
class university, light rail stations, all of that.
So | think, I think it's just way too tall.

| was surprised that the current
zoning was 60, 65 feet. | was shocked when | found
that out. But no nore. That should be the absolute
cap, and even that, |I think, is regretable. So, |
think should just lock it right there. | don't see
any reason to go higher than that.

| will say, sonmething that you said
was that through all this process over the weeks and
nmont hs, that people want a | ot of changes. People are
asking for a lot of changes. | take a little bit of
exception with that, because | think I have cone to a
few of these pros -- these neetings, and what | recal
is this whole Sound Transit's com ng, they m ght
redevel op the town center.

What woul d you want if they did that?
And then people start coming up with all sorts of
i deas. | want open space, | want this, and | want
that. But that's in the context of asking what things
woul d they want as part of redevel oping the town
center, and sure, if you say that, you're going to

redevel op sonething, what would I want, |I'mgoing to
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list all sorts of goodies that | want.

But now, | feel like you're
positioning that as, we are asking for, like we're
demandi ng that the town center have all these things
and we' Il do anything to get it, and | really don't
think that's the case.

The last thing | want to say is |
think this whole sequence is terrible. It's |like we
should go to Merlone Geier and say, what are you
willing to do for us? | mean, you guys are talking
about changi ng the codes in the next nonth or two,
preenptively, unilaterally, before Merlone Ceier even
puts out what they want to do for us.

Let's make them show us what they're
willing to do, hold back on the code changes until we
see their plan, and when they show us a plan, with
open space, parks and wal kways and all the things that
we want, then we'll do the code changes.

But they should cone to the
negotiating table and show us what they're willing to
do for us, not do it before they even show us a pl an.
That's just doesn't make any sense.

MR. BENNETT: Thank you, M. Weatl ey.
Next up is Roz Bird, and then Jamas Gam || i am

MR. VWHEATLEY: H . |I'mRoz Bird. |
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have lived in ny house for 42 years, and |'ve been
actually very involved in the city since we were
annexed in during growh managenent. So |'ve been to
a lot of city council neetings over the years as well
as other neetings, and feel like |I have a real stake
inthis.

| did cone to a nunber of the
wor kshops, |'ve given input, both of the workshops
here and out of the nmarket, and | agree with probably
99.9 percent of what everyone has said before nme, so |
just wanted to nmention a couple of things.

Ever since we've lived here, we've
cone to the town center, and probably al nost daily
peopl e -- sonebody would say, if only we could do
this, and it was really terrible 42 years ago. So
it's inproved a lot and there are always nore things
t hat coul d be done.

However, in comng to these workshops,
| agree, we tal ked about low rise housing. | was in
favor of sone housing here, 2 to 400 units. \Wen
saw 700, oh, ny goodness, that was shocking. No way.
No way. Certainly not 1,500, for all the reasons that
everyone has sai d.

The ot her shocking thing was when

saw in plan three that the comobns woul d be on the top
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of the garage. | wll say, |'ve been very involved
with the commons. Wat a fabul ous place. It's becone
the heart, a healthy heart of our community, and it's
not just a neeting space, as soneone said.

It's, it's the heart. Things happen
t here, people neet each other there, they neet new
friends there. To put it on the top of a parking
garage is conpletely unacceptabl e and absurd, and |
think that's sonething that's very inportant.

So | agree with everything el se.
Thank you.

MR. BENNETT: Thank you, M. Bird.
Next is Jamas GmIliam and then Randi Sibonga.

MR GWLLIAM Hello. [I'm Janas
Gmlliam vice president of devel opnment with Merl one
Ceier Partners, and | actually recognize a |ot of you.
|"ve been working in this community for the last two
years, getting to know a | ot of you

W' ve owned this center for al nost
five years now, and as a conpany, we own about 30
mai nly grocery anchored retail centers here in the
Seattle, greater Seattle region. As a conpany, been
i n operation about 27 years.

We have about 15 mllion square feet

fromBellinghamto San Diego, and we currently have

206 622 6875 | 800 8316973
production@yomreporting.com
www.yomreporting.com





N

o 0o B~ W

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

PUBLIC HEARING (EXCERPT); January 16, 2019

48

about 8 mllion square feet worth of m xed use

devel opment going on in our conpany, and a | ot of that
is aresult of this shift that we're seeing in the
retail world that a ot of you read in the headlines.
There's a | ot of changes that are going on.

W first wanted to thank you for the
opportunity to participate in this process. Really,
si nce August, we've been participating in these
pl anni ng conm ssion neetings. |'ve seen a coupl e of
you there, but it definitely hasn't been this busy.

So it's insightful to hear your coments and your
t houghts and | ook forward to continuing those
conversati ons.

Li ke many of you, we're carefully
participating in this process with an eye towards how
our investnent would be inpacted. A lot of you have
investments here in the city. That is a concern of
yours. This is an investnent of ours. W own this
grocery retail center that a ot of you utilize on a
dai ly basi s.

Any prospect of redevel opment for us
we' re wei ghi ng agai nst a perfectly good grocery
(unintelligible) retail center right now, from our
perspective, and so we see that a | ot of work has been

done, | ooking back even 14 years to this -- the forner

206 622 6875 | 800 8316973
production@yomreporting.com
www.yomreporting.com





N

o 0o B~ W

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

PUBLIC HEARING (EXCERPT); January 16, 2019

49

task force. | know a |lot of you were on that task
force, and | have met with a ot of you who have
shared the work that went into that.

A |l ot has changed since then, and in
terns of the retail environnment we're in and the
growm h and the change that's going to happen with
Sound Transit. So we're participating in this process
determ ni ng whet her there's an opportunity to nove
forward with any type of a change.

And so, | think it's inportant to
poi nt out as well that we do not have a plan. It was
stated in the DEIS that we have a plan. W do not
have a plan for redevel oping this property. W were
not involved in determning the tinmelines here or
putting any of these concepts together.

W' ve been providing feedback, as any

owner of property in the city is allowed to do, and we

wll continue to do that throughout this process.
We'll be submitting a conmment letter on the DEI'S and
hopefully we'll be able to continue to engage with

many of you, and hopefully answer a |lot of the
gquestions or concerns that you have about what our
pl ans are.

| know a | ot of people, including the

| ast coupl e speakers, want to see a plan fromus. W
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-- that is not where we're coming from W are not
comng forward with a plan. W need to see where the
city is and where the community is and how that |ines
up with the vision docunent that we've seen and the
market realities that we face as an owner and

i nvestor.

So, | can't take questions, but | |ook
forward to neeting and sitting down with a | ot of you.
Thanks.

MR. BENNETT: Thank you, M. Gamlliam
Next up, Randi Sibonga, and then Bart Shilvock, or
Shi | vock.

MS. SIBONGA: d ose enough. Hello. |
have to start with just a corment. | am hunbl ed and
so proud to be part of this community that is so
clearly commtted, intelligent, and caring about our
city.

|'"'mvery di sappoi nted that nenbers of
the city council aren't here. | think it's one thing
to hear our comments in a tape, see them aggregated in
sonme sort of matrix. It's another thing for us to be
able to look themin the eye and have them be held
accountable for their positions on devel opnent of our
city. Huge di sappoi ntnent.

| live at 17410 44th Avenue Nort heast,
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and |' m speaki ng toni ght on behalf of the Lake Forest
Park Stewardshi p Foundation. |'m a board nenber
there, and as responsible stewards in this comunity,
we each read the very lengthy DEIS. W | ooked for
things that you woul d expect to see in an

envi ronnment al i npact statenent.

We | ooked for a consideration of
significant environmental inpacts and their
mtigation. W |ooked for reasonable density and
hei ght, green, sustainable building practices and
materials, and lead certified kinds of construction,
anenities for the public |ike enhancenents of near by
streans, tree cover, wal king paths, plantings of
native plants.

We | ooked for inpact fees to defray
t he higher cost to our infrastructure fromincreased
density and conservation efforts of our natural
resour ces.

But this DAES -- DEIS raises nore
gquestions than it provides answers for. It read |ike
a position paper that advocated for nmaxi num density

and rapid inplenentation rather than unbiased,

meani ngf ul eval uation of the site and the project that

was proposed on it.

There were over, as far as | can tell,
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$500, 000 that this city has spent on consultants in
the | ast several years, and this is the product that
we get. Hugely disappointing. Wat we really want to
see i s nmeaningful involvement with the citizenry.

We urge the city to slow this process
down. There's so nuch at stake. W have a fragile
ecosystem W have a community that has really strong
vi ews about what we want our cultural and our city hub
to look |ike, and we know our city governnent has, as
part of its framework in the 2016 to 2020 strategic
pl an, a heal thy environnent.

This is the opportunity for our city
to actually walk their talk. Let's cone up with sone
| ead practices, sone green, sustainable construction
prograns, and sone reasonabl e ideas on density and
hei ght .

Thank you very much

MR. BENNETT: Thank you, Ms. Sibonga.
(I naudi ble.) Then, Lawrence Gol dnman.

MR, SHI LVOCK: Good evening. |'m Bart
Shil vock, a 25-year nenber of the Lake Forest Park
community, and I want to add ny voice to Jean, Pau
and Doug, as fellow nenber of the vision task force
appoi nted by the mayor and speak out agai nst

particularly alternatives two and three, which are
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conpl etely out of scope for the needs of the
comunity, the community's character, or the inputs
t hat have been expressed throughout this process by
the conmunity.

| also take offense to the way that
t he docunent was witten. It felt very nuch to ne
that alternative one was di sm ssed out of hand and was
witten in a way that the conmmunity woul d reject that
and i nmedi ately gravitate towards one of the higher
density alternatives.

It's not clear to me or to anyone that
| have talked to yet where the nunber 700 canme from
To me, it's a nunber that's above what we shoul d be
doi ng and what past studi es have indicated we should
be doi ng.

| also have a little bit of trouble
with the | anguage of when we tal k about open space.
When we tal k about sonething that could be counted as
open space, a rooftop, a festival street, that, in
reality, is going to double up as park -- credit for
parking, but it's not the kind of useable open space
that's light and bright and planned and purposeful,
that we all, | think, envisioned as part of a
community that canme together to put this -- to put not

only this docunent, but this vision that represents so
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many of your inputs.

' mgoing to save the rest of ny
comments, really, for witten, because it would go on
much too | onger -- much too | ong.

The last thing | would like to say is
to echo so many of you in tal ki ng about the process,
particularly fromthis point going forward. To this
point, | think we've done a lot of things right. |
think getting community input and having | ots of
participation has really been a great thing.

And | -- | applaud the council for
doing that, but to allow one nonth fromthis point
forward or six weeks, and we're hearing tonight that

t he planning comm ssion isn't even going to have a

time -- a opportunity to comment on this, it's insane.
And if -- if our schedul e's being
driven by Sound Transit and their schedule, | think

t hat we ought to consider decoupling that part of this
fromthe process and vote on code anendnents and make
deci sions on code anendnents related to the parking
garage and spend the tine that it takes to get this
right going forward. And it's going to be a |lot nore
t han one nont h.

| thank you all for com ng out

tonight. Sonme great input, and | think I'mgoing to
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al so echo Randi's comments that | think the city
counci|l woul d have benefited a lot fromfeeling the
energy and feeling the passion behind those conments
t oday.

MR. BENNETT: Thank you, M. Shilvock.

Lawr ence Gol dnman. Probably going to ness this one up

Ann Udal og.

M5. UDALOG  Yes yes.

MR. BENNETT: Ckay.

MR. GOLDMAN. Good evening. Thank you
for hosting this neeting. | want to kind of provide a

per spective thinking about the region as a whole. W
live in Lake Forest Park. W don't live in Lake
Forest Island. |If you look at the entire region, it's
boom ng econom cal |l y, nunber of people.

This is one of the fastest grow ng
nmetropolitan areas in the entire country. \Were are
t hose people going to live? Over the |ast few years,
housi ng costs have skyrocketed. Now they've conme back
-- cone back down a little bit recently, but conpared
to a few years ago, they are really high

| f soneone, a young adult, could not
afford a house a few years ago, they're even further
frombeing able to own a house now And so what

would like to knowis what -- what is there going to
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be in these plans for affordable housing? How are you
going to make sure that people of all economc |evels
are able to live?

In the region there is an enornous
homel essness crisis. You know, where are those people
going to live? And | think we need to keep in m nd
t he bigger picture in terns of what we're devel opi ng.
How are we going to serve the city, how are we going
to serve the region as a whol e.

Green space is hugely inportant.
That's the forests and the park in Lake Forest ParKk.

It seens to me that if you' re keeping
the density and the growth in one relatively
constrained area, that |eaves nore trees. And so, |
would Iike to see a conparison. |If you have nore
devel opnment within the town center, conpare that to
wi th devel opi ng these nother-in-law units around the
entire city. You know, which of those options, how
are they going to affect the tree canopy as a whol e.
Those are things I'd like to see.

And, thank you for your tine and for
listening to our comments. Thank you.

MR. BENNETT: Thank you, M. GCol dman.
Ms. Udal og.

MS. UDALOY: Udal oy.
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MR. BENNETT: Udal oy. Thank you.
Sorry about that.

MS. UDALOY: Thank you. No, you did
wel | .

H. |'mAnn Udaloy. | have been a
resident of the town for --

MR. BENNETT: | take credit right
t here.

M5. UDALOY: -- 20 years, and | can't
claimto have been a resident and daughter and
granddaughter of early settlers, but ny famly goes
back to the 1680s in New Engl and.

And | just point out that one of our
first ancestors built a log mll in an area that
became known as Goss Town, because his nane was Coss,
and Goth -- Goss Town | ooks real different now than it
did in the 1680s. Really different.

So, everyone in this room has done a
great job of articulating the concerns of people who
can nmake it to this neeting. |I'mjust going to take a
m nute and articul ate concerns of people who aren't in
this room because | know a | ot of them

|'ve got a 20-sonething son who's hone
caring for our grandfather, who's al nost 96. W

happen to live in one of the incredibly few houses in
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Lake Forest Park where | can put a wheelchair ranp in
and get himinto the house. Were do elders |ive?

| have two sons who have noved out of
Lake Forest Park and aren't com ng back, because they
can't afford half mllion plus for our little
t hr ee- bedroom home, which, frankly, is not a
particularly great house. Half a mllion bucks for
this piece? Were are they going to live?

Lake Forest Park, when it started,
there were a whole | ot of covenants on the properties.
Al'l the | akeshore properties were devel oped with
covenants. Blacks were only allowed to be there if
they were servants. No agents need apply.

A lot of the properties in Lake Forest
Park were devel oped with covenants, a | ot of people
not in this room because they were never allowed to
be third generation owners of land in this community.
So, we do need to have sone form of devel opnent.

| agree, a 60-day w ndow for
eval uating a developnent EISis quite short. It
doesn't seementirely reasonable. And the idea of
decoupling the process fromthe Sound Transit seens
very reasonable. However, we have to tal k about
housi ng, we have to tal k about devel opnent, and we

have to cone up with sonething other than, not here.
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We can't put all the dense devel opnent
besi de the Lucky Lady. W can't put all the
devel opnment around the periphery of the town. People
need to live near transit. | would love to be able to
get to Lake Forest Park Town Center and take a bus
into town, but I'mnot supposed to park there. 1'd
i ke parking. The bus that went by ny house was

el imnated 20 years ago.

So, | want sonme | evel of devel oprent.
| want better transit. | want a place where | can use
mass transit effectively, even though I live two and a

half mles fromcity center, and |I know that change is
comng. It should be thoughtful change, but it
shoul dn't start with, not in ny backyard.

Thank you.

MR. BENNETT: Thank you, Ms. Udal oy.
That's all | have for people who are |isted and want ed
to comment, and if we m ssed you sonehow or you've had
a change of heart, please get a note up to ne or
sonet hing, but in the neantinme, our mayor, | think,
wants to make a coupl e of conments.

MAYOR JOHNSON: | just want to say,
thank you. | knowthis is a tough thing. 1've, you
know -- there's a |lot going on, and | understand that.

| appreciate immensely this roomis hot, this rooms
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not big enough. | do believe you're all going to have
a chance to stand up and talk to the council about
this, and I will see if we can sonehow nove that to
t he school, probably, or sonething.

We're all worried about everything,
and | worry every day. |I'mjust like you. 1| did
raise nmy kids here. | live here. As you all know, I
ran for council and mayor, because | was |ike a good
(i naudi ble). That's just how | feel.

That's just the way it is, but we are
doing -- | want to say this about the council.
They're working really hard. You have a good council.
| don't know where the disconnect cones. | believe
they feel |ike they' ve done nore outreach and nore
tal king to people than they've done on any project
ever in the city.

|"msorry sonme people are di sappointed
inthe EIS. | have seen both sides. Unfortunately,
"' myour mayor, so | don't vote on anything. | just,
|'"'mhere to kind of nake sure the city runs every day,
but | do really appreciate you guys taking your tinmne.
| appreciate everybody being respectful to everybody's
opi ni ons and what they got going on.

W will nove this forward. |

understand, | heard everything. 1've been here the
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whole night. | haven't just walked in for the |last 10
mnutes. |'ve been standing back there. So | really,
really appreciate all your opinions. W got them al
down; we taped them You're going to have nore
chance.

| really thank Steve and all the
staff, all you guys, thank you for all the work you
do. There is a lot of hours, a lot of tinme, but
believe me, | am-- | worry about that too.

| worry about the two state hi ghways
com ng through. | made this speech before. Nobody up
north up in Monroe or any town above us cares about
how nmuch traffic cones through Lake Forest Park, and
every day we live it and now we're dealing with
cut-through traffic.

We're dealing with things, and if you
don't think the mayor cares about the environnent, |I'm
the first mayor that's ever wanted to clean up the
creek at Ballinger, and I'mgoing to get that done and
we are going to dig sonme roads and we need trees and
we're all in together.

So, thanks for everything you do and
t hanks for being great citizens and we will continue
this process forward. And on your way out, |I'd like

to give you a cookie, but we don't (inaudible). You
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guys have a great night.
Thanks for everything.

(END OF TRANSCRI PTI ON)
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TRANSCRI PTI ON CERTI FI CATE

|, CHERYL J. HAMMER, the undersigned
Certified Court Reporter in and for the state of
Washi ngton, do hereby certify:

That the foregoing transcript was
transcri bed under ny direction; that the transcript is
true and accurate to the best of ny know edge and
ability to hear the audio; that | amnot a relative or
enpl oyee of any attorney or counsel enployed by the
parties hereto; nor aml financially interested in the

event of the cause.

W TNESS My HAND this 17th day of March

2019.

CV W"L‘“ﬂ\%kl\\\v\x (L

CHERYL J. HAMMVER
Certified Court Reporter
CCR No. 2512
chamer @onr eporting. com
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		cultural (1)
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		cut-through (3)

		DAES (1)
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		Dale (3)
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		data (4)

		date (1)
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		day (3)

		days (3)

		deaf (2)

		dealing (2)

		Dear (1)

		deceived (1)

		decisions (2)

		decoupling (2)

		decrease (1)

		Dee (5)

		defensible (1)

		deficit (1)

		defray (1)

		degraded (1)
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		demanding (1)
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		density (11)

		department (2)

		departments (1)

		design (1)

		designated (1)

		designed (1)

		desirable (1)
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		details (2)

		determining (2)

		developed (3)

		developer (9)

		developer's (2)

		developers (2)

		developing (3)
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		developmental (1)

		Diego (1)

		difficult (1)

		dig (1)

		directions (1)

		disappointed (3)

		disappointing (1)

		disappointment (1)

		disbursed (1)

		disclosure (1)

		disconnect (4)

		discrepancy (1)

		discussed (3)

		discussion (2)

		disingenuous (1)

		dismissed (1)

		disorder (1)

		displays (1)

		disrupting (1)

		distressed (1)

		district (11)

		districts (2)

		diverse (1)

		document (20)

		documents (4)

		Door (1)

		double (1)

		Doug (5)

		downplay (1)

		downsize (1)

		draft (8)

		drafts (1)

		drastically (1)

		drawing (1)

		dreaming (1)

		dreams (1)
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		drive (1)

		driven (1)

		driving (1)
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		dwelling (1)

		early (2)

		easily (1)

		easy (1)
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		echo (2)

		economic (1)

		economically (1)

		ecosystem (1)

		edges (1)

		effectively (1)

		efforts (1)

		EIS (8)

		EISS (1)

		elders (1)

		elected (1)

		eliminated (1)

		else's (2)

		embrace (2)

		embraced (1)

		emergency (1)

		emissions (1)

		employed (1)

		encourage (2)

		end (3)

		ended (2)

		endorse (1)

		energy (1)

		engage (1)

		England (1)

		enhance (1)

		enhancements (1)

		enjoy (1)

		enlarged (1)

		enormous (1)

		ensued (1)

		entire (6)

		entrusted (1)

		environment (3)

		environmental (8)

		envision (2)

		envisioned (1)

		establishment (1)

		estimates (1)

		Ethan (4)

		Ethan's (1)

		evaluating (1)

		evaluation (1)

		evening (6)

		events (1)

		everybody's (2)

		Everyone's (1)

		evidence (1)

		evolve (1)

		exceed (1)

		exception (1)

		excerpts (1)

		excited (1)

		excuse (2)

		exemption (1)

		exit (1)

		exiting (1)

		expect (1)

		experience (2)

		experiencing (1)

		expert (1)

		explanation (1)

		expressed (1)

		extensive (1)

		extremely (1)

		eye (2)

		fabulous (3)

		face (2)

		facing (1)
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		facts (4)

		fair (1)
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		family (3)

		fastest (1)

		favor (2)

		favorite (1)

		feedback (1)

		feel (6)

		feeling (3)

		feels (1)

		fees (9)

		feet (9)

		fellow (2)

		felt (1)
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		FEMALE (1)

		festival (3)

		figure (1)

		filled (2)

		filling (1)

		filter (1)

		final (1)

		finally (2)

		financially (1)

		find (1)

		finding (1)
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		fire (4)

		fix (1)

		fixed (2)

		flooding (1)

		flow (1)

		focus (2)

		follow (1)

		food (1)

		force (12)

		forces (1)

		forest (34)

		forests (1)

		forget (1)

		form (2)

		formats (1)

		forward (10)

		found (1)

		Foundation (1)

		fragile (1)

		framework (1)

		frankly (2)

		friends (3)

		front (1)

		fruition (1)

		frustrated (1)

		Fudge (5)

		full (1)

		fully (1)

		function (1)

		fundamental (1)

		funding (1)

		future (3)

		garage (10)

		garden (2)

		gardens (3)

		gasped (1)

		gates (1)

		gateway (2)

		gathering (1)

		gee (1)

		Geier (4)

		general (1)

		generalized (1)

		generation (2)

		generous (1)

		George (2)

		give (3)

		giving (2)

		glad (2)

		goals (3)

		Goldman (4)

		good (19)

		goodies (1)

		goodness (1)

		gorilla (1)

		Goss (3)

		Goth (1)

		governance (1)

		government (1)
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		grandfather (1)

		Grantham (5)

		grateful (2)
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		greatly (1)

		green (12)

		grocery (3)

		ground (1)

		group (2)

		grove (1)
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		growth (7)

		guess (1)

		guidelines (1)

		guys (5)

		Gwilliam (5)

		half (5)

		hand (1)

		handpicked (1)

		handwritten (1)

		hang (3)

		happen (6)

		happening (1)

		hard (5)

		hardcapes (1)

		headlines (1)

		healthy (2)

		hear (7)
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		hearings (1)

		heart (7)

		heat (1)

		heck (1)

		height (4)

		heights (4)

		held (1)

		Heron (1)

		Hey (1)

		high (5)

		higher (4)

		highways (3)

		Hill (1)
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		hold (2)

		home (2)

		homelessness (1)

		homeowner (1)

		hope (6)

		hopes (1)

		hostage (1)

		hosting (1)

		hot (1)

		hour (1)

		hours (3)

		house (9)

		houses (6)

		housing (26)

		Howdy (1)

		hub (1)

		huge (6)

		hugely (2)

		humbled (1)

		hundreds (2)

		hurry (2)

		husband (1)

		idea (5)
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		imagination (1)

		immediately (1)

		immensely (1)

		impact (19)

		impacted (1)

		impacts (4)
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		implement (1)
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		implementing (2)

		implies (1)

		important (7)

		impression (1)

		improve (1)

		improved (2)

		improvement (2)

		improvements (3)

		in-laws (1)

		inaudible (6)

		include (1)
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		inconveniences (1)

		incorrect (2)
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		increased (3)

		increasingly (1)

		incredibly (1)

		incredulous (1)

		indefinitely (1)

		indication (1)
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		initial (1)
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		Inn (1)
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		instance (1)

		institutional (1)
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		interfering (1)

		intersection (1)

		investment (2)
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		involvement (1)
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		Island (1)
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		issues (3)

		Jack (2)
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		jams (1)

		January (4)
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		kids (4)
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		Lady (1)
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		Lake (36)
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		land (5)



		Index: landscaping..market

		landscaping (2)

		lane (1)

		language (1)
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		leadership (1)
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		legislative (1)

		legislature (1)
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		level (1)
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		leverage (2)
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		light (10)

		light's (1)
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		lip (2)
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		listen (1)

		listening (1)
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		livability (1)
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		living (1)
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		location (1)
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		loft (1)

		log (1)
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		longer (1)
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		Lorraine (3)
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		lots (2)
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		lover (1)
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		lower (3)
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		middle (1)
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		miles (2)

		mill (1)

		million (4)
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		minimizing (1)

		minimum (1)

		minute (3)

		minutes (4)
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		mitigate (1)
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		month (3)
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		night (3)
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		note (4)

		noted (1)

		November (1)
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		numbers (7)
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		October (2)
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		person (4)
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		places (2)

		placing (1)
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		plans (8)
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		points (1)
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		possibly (1)

		potential (1)

		pound (1)

		practices (2)

		preemptively (1)

		prepare (1)

		prepared (2)

		present (2)

		presentation (1)

		presented (6)

		presents (1)

		preservation (1)

		preserve (2)

		preserving (1)

		president (1)

		pretty (1)

		previous (1)

		price (1)
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		problem (2)
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		providing (3)
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		reading (2)
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		records (3)
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		redeveloping (2)

		redevelopment (4)
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		reduced (2)

		references (2)
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		request (1)
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		results (1)
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		rezoning (3)

		ride (2)
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		rise (2)
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		roads (3)

		Robbins (8)

		Roberts (1)

		Roberts' (2)

		Robertson (7)
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		robotic (1)

		Robyn (3)
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		room (9)

		room's (2)

		Roosevelt (2)

		Rosen (3)

		rows (1)

		Roz (3)

		rules (1)

		run (2)

		runs (2)

		rushed (3)

		safely (2)

		safety (2)

		San (1)

		sandwiched (1)

		satisfactory (1)

		save (2)

		SC3 (1)

		scale (2)

		Scarecrow (1)

		scenario (4)

		schedule (2)

		schedule's (1)

		school (3)

		science (1)

		scope (1)

		seating (1)

		Seattle (9)

		secondary (1)

		seconds (1)

		secret (1)
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		selected (2)
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		sense (4)
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		sewer (1)
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		sheet (2)

		sheets (4)

		Sheridan (1)

		shift (1)

		Shilvock (5)
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		shocking (2)

		shop (3)

		shopping (2)
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		simulated (1)
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		skate (1)
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		smaller (1)

		smart (1)

		so-and-so (1)

		soil (1)
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		sons (1)
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		squares (1)

		squeeze (1)
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		stake (2)
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		standing (3)

		Starbucks (2)

		start (6)
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		statements (2)

		states (1)
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		stations (2)
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		Steve (4)
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		suggest (2)
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		theme (1)

		thing (13)
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		timelines (3)
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		winds (1)

		wondering (1)

		words (1)

		work (15)

		worked (1)

		working (4)

		works (2)

		workshops (3)

		world (3)

		worried (1)

		worry (4)

		worse (2)

		worth (2)

		write (2)

		writing (2)

		written (5)

		wrote (1)

		yard (1)

		year (7)

		years (23)

		yellow (1)

		yern (1)

		young (1)

		zoning (5)







