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·1· · · · · · · · · · · · · --oOo--

·2

·3· · · · · · · · (BEGINNING OF TRANSCRIPTION)

·4· · · · · · · · · ·MR. BENNETT:· Thank you, Mandy.· If

·5· ·you'd turn the podium back to the way it was, I

·6· ·appreciate that.

·7· · · · · · · · · ·FEMALE VOICE:· Yes.

·8· · · · · · · · · ·MR. BENNETT:· So we have about 25

·9· ·people already signed up who have indicated they want

10· ·to speak, so we're going to limit the amount of time

11· ·per speaker to three minutes.

12· · · · · · · · · ·There are more sign-up sheets in the

13· ·back if you would still like to speak.· One of Ms.

14· ·Roberts' team will come back and collect the remaining

15· ·sheets if you have had a change of heart on that

16· ·issue.

17· · · · · · · · · ·There's some ground rules.· You cannot

18· ·save time to someone else.· Everybody has three

19· ·minutes, and you'll see a blinking green light, which

20· ·means you have one minute left when you're up there,

21· ·and then at 30 seconds left you'll have a -- the light

22· ·turns yellow.

23· · · · · · · · · ·So if somebody else has spoken before

24· ·you and you agree with what they say, you can just

25· ·say, I agree with so-and-so, and that would be a



·1· ·perfectly legitimate comment.

·2· · · · · · · · · ·Please be respectful of your fellow

·3· ·citizens' time.· If you go over your time or you

·4· ·applaud, you're taking away someone else's time to be

·5· ·heard and you're interfering with other citizens'

·6· ·rights to hear all the points that are being

·7· ·represented tonight.

·8· · · · · · · · · ·So I'm going to call out names in

·9· ·order of what the sheets I have here.· I'll call out

10· ·two names, and the second person should be getting

11· ·near the podium and ready to speak at the close of the

12· ·remarks of the person just before them.

13· · · · · · · · · ·So first to speak would be Amparo

14· ·Rosen, and then Julian Anderson.· Amparo.

15· · · · · · · · · ·MS. ROSEN:· Good evening.· I live in

16· ·Sheridan Beach, and this has been quite the process.

17· ·One of the things that comes to mind when I see all of

18· ·this is Lake Forest Park is small, and I think of

19· ·infrastructure, and when I was reading through the

20· ·material there was an aquifer, is what Lake Forest

21· ·Park's uses, and the sewer impact has not been

22· ·currently -- is not currently known.

23· · · · · · · · · ·So I think before I go to building

24· ·something, I would like to have a very clear picture

25· ·of how they plan to do the infrastructure to support



·1· ·this new building.

·2· · · · · · · · · ·MR. BENNETT:· Thank you, Ms. Rosen.

·3· ·Julian Anderson, and then Dale Cote.

·4· · · · · · · · · ·MR. ANDERSON:· Good evening.· Just for

·5· ·the record, I'm opposed to alternative two and three,

·6· ·and they're both pretty huge.· I favor alternative

·7· ·one, and some of its details might have to be looked

·8· ·at, but I recognize that the maximum height on the

·9· ·southern half of the property is lower in alternative

10· ·one than it is on the northern side.

11· · · · · · · · · ·But my comment is really more

12· ·generalized.· Much of what I have read and heard at

13· ·meetings begins with a vision, like what you heard

14· ·tonight, that our community will benefit by the

15· ·amenities that will be required in any redevelopment

16· ·of the town center, amenities such as enlarged tree

17· ·canopy, a park around Lyon Creek, generous public open

18· ·space, more vibrant retail offers, more diverse

19· ·housing stock, even affordable housing, et cetera.

20· · · · · · · · · ·This vision winds up with a conclusion

21· ·that the impacts of some greater density negative

22· ·impacts at the town center is the price for all these

23· ·desirable amenities, but in the draft code amendments

24· ·and some of the EIS alternatives and in some of the

25· ·meetings I have attended, I hear a different tune, a



·1· ·tune that begins with doing what's necessary to

·2· ·attract a developer and minimizing the costs and

·3· ·inconveniences of requirements that may lessen the

·4· ·developer's interests or profitability.

·5· · · · · · · · · ·Two days ago, at the council's

·6· ·community of the whole meeting, this is an example, a

·7· ·council member brought up an impact discussed in the

·8· ·EIS, a question about the adequacy of the water supply

·9· ·for alternatives two and three, with their many

10· ·residential units.

11· · · · · · · · · ·Water to this whole site is provided

12· ·by the Lake Forest Park Water District, and they have

13· ·their own plan for capital improvements, but the DEIS

14· ·information makes the adequacy of water supply

15· ·question a reasonable concern.

16· · · · · · · · · ·Discussion at that meeting ensued, but

17· ·it ended after one of the consultants present said

18· ·that the water district has Inn if inner ties to other

19· ·water systems and could easily open the gates to those

20· ·cross-connections and acquire water from elsewhere to

21· ·fully supply even alternative three.

22· · · · · · · · · ·Many in Lake Forest Park place high

23· ·value on the pure artesian water provided by this

24· ·water district, which is not degraded by the residues

25· ·of chemical treatments or additions.



·1· · · · · · · · · ·The consultant's remark was tone deaf,

·2· ·deaf to the community's tune.· This is just a recent

·3· ·example of the tune that views desired amenities as a

·4· ·burden on development, not as the fundamental reason

·5· ·to even consider redevelopment.

·6· · · · · · · · · ·I hope the council members recognize

·7· ·this unwelcome tune and resist it.

·8· · · · · · · · · ·MR. BENNETT:· Thank you, Mr. Anderson.

·9· ·Next up, Dale Cote, and then Barbara Sharkey.

10· · · · · · · · · ·MR. COTE:· Hi.· Good evening.· Thank

11· ·you.· I'll begin, my name is Dale Cote.· My wife and I

12· ·have lived here for 26 years, and my wife actually was

13· ·born and raised in Lake Forest Park.

14· · · · · · · · · ·We're excited about the possibility of

15· ·redevelopment and revitalization of the town center.

16· ·We do believe there could be improvements.· However, a

17· ·couple things to note.

18· · · · · · · · · ·I was a member of the task force that

19· ·resulted in the current zoning of the town center

20· ·alternative one.· I'd like to note that the number of

21· ·housing units resulting from that task force is much

22· ·different than the number of units proposed in

23· ·alternative one that we see in the -- in this

24· ·proposal.

25· · · · · · · · · ·There's no explanation for the change,



·1· ·so that would be a question.· The city's promoting

·2· ·alternative one as no change.· The marketing of

·3· ·alternative one as no change is incorrect.· Based on

·4· ·that number of housing units allowed, it implies that

·5· ·the town center will remain exactly as it is today,

·6· ·resulting in misleading the community into supporting

·7· ·only alternative two and alternative three.

·8· · · · · · · · · ·After all, no change means it's going

·9· ·to be as is.· I would suggest marketing alternative

10· ·one as current zoning.· The remainder of my comments

11· ·really have to do with traffic and I'll -- I'll

12· ·address some other concerns in a written form.

13· · · · · · · · · ·The potential of adding 1,500 to 1,700

14· ·units to the town center without extensive traffic

15· ·study on both the town center and surrounding

16· ·neighborhoods is irresponsible.· Neighborhoods are

17· ·currently experiencing cut-through traffic attempting

18· ·to get in and out of the town center during peak

19· ·hours, and attempting to access Bothell Way is a

20· ·significant challenge currently.

21· · · · · · · · · ·The ability to safely walk

22· ·neighborhoods and the town center is increasingly

23· ·dangerous due to the current traffic issues.· The fire

24· ·station has also noted the challenge of exiting to

25· ·access emergency calls in -- is currently a problem.



·1· · · · · · · · · ·How does adding 1,500 to 1,700 units

·2· ·plus a 300 parking garage -- 300 cars have to drive to

·3· ·the garage, with an increased number of buses to bring

·4· ·more people to light rail, how does that not

·5· ·drastically impact traffic?

·6· · · · · · · · · ·From this draft environmental impact

·7· ·statement, chapter 3, page 8, fire department reports

·8· ·concerns about congestion on access in front of the

·9· ·station.· What is the specific plan to address this

10· ·safety issue?

11· · · · · · · · · ·Chapter 3, section 3.5, page 71,

12· ·traffic operations at the intersection surrounding the

13· ·town center could be affected by increased development

14· ·at the town center.· That could occur with

15· ·implementation of alternative analysis in this EIS.

16· ·The study does not show traffic impact cut-through on

17· ·surrounding roads and neighborhoods and pedestrian

18· ·safety.· This needs to be studied.

19· · · · · · · · · ·And then, finally -- I got to hurry

20· ·here.· My red light's up.· So, in addition, from the

21· ·DEIS, bringing residents into the proximity with

22· ·shopping services in town center can also reduce the

23· ·overall number of car trips in the community and

24· ·region.· This should be reduced, the overall vehicle

25· ·travel miles in the region, bringing a variety of



·1· ·other positive results such as less traffic congestion

·2· ·on highways and -- and arterials.

·3· · · · · · · · · ·This is a ridiculous statement.

·4· ·Thinking that bringing 1,700 units, naively they'll

·5· ·only bring one car, and adding a 300 car garage along

·6· ·with more buses, will reduce traffic congestion is

·7· ·absolutely absurd.· I just ask that we study it more

·8· ·closely.

·9· · · · · · · · · ·Thanks.

10· · · · · · · · · ·MR. BENNETT:· Thank you, Mr. Cote.

11· ·Next up is Barb Sharkey, and then Julia Bent.

12· · · · · · · · · ·MS. SHARKEY:· Thank you.· I'm Barbara

13· ·Sharkey.· I'm here with my, a picture's worth a

14· ·thousand words.· I'll try to be brief.· The -- oh, I

15· ·have to read that.· Thank you.

16· · · · · · · · · ·The proposed buildings are way out of

17· ·scale for the area.· They will literally block the

18· ·sun, as was mentioned.· I was glad that I had the

19· ·right idea.· From October to March you can see the

20· ·buildings, 85, 75, 65.· Here is me and my husband down

21· ·here, five and a half feet, six feet.· We are not

22· ·going to see the sun if you live there.

23· · · · · · · · · ·The low lying area of the mall is the

24· ·basin for all the water coming from all three

25· ·directions, trying to flow into Lake Washington.· It



·1· ·is a wetlands.· The crows have institutional memory

·2· ·that it is a wetlands, and even if 50 years ago

·3· ·construction changed the soil composition underneath,

·4· ·that was to support a parking lot, not these huge

·5· ·buildings.

·6· · · · · · · · · ·In 2015, we successfully fixed our

·7· ·flooding problems with the culverts, disrupting the

·8· ·natural underground springs that (unintelligible) the

·9· ·area will just make matters worse again.· It is a

10· ·wetlands.

11· · · · · · · · · ·Talking about the traffic and access.

12· ·About six cars right now can exit the mall on each

13· ·left turn green light down by Starbucks.· The backup

14· ·begins about 4:00 each afternoon.· Even if you add

15· ·another lane there and also (unintelligible) going on

16· ·to Ballinger, it won't be enough to get even the 300

17· ·cars from the parking garage into and out of the mall,

18· ·much less another 7 to 800 cars associated with this

19· ·many residential units.· Thank you.

20· · · · · · · · · ·MR. BENNETT:· Thank you, Ms. Sharkey.

21· ·Next up, Julia Bent and then Jean Robbins.

22· · · · · · · · · ·MS. BENT:· Thank you.· I'm speaking

23· ·tonight as a private citizen, but I do note that as a

24· ·tree board member, I do have a particular interest in

25· ·trees.



·1· · · · · · · · · ·The alternatives presented here do not

·2· ·provide much in the way of green space.· Presumably,

·3· ·the proposed departments are designed, at least in

·4· ·part, for families.· Where are the children from these

·5· ·families going to play?· There are two nearby parks,

·6· ·Whispering Willows and Blue Heron, but they are small

·7· ·and hardly capable of providing a meaningful outdoor

·8· ·experience for children of any age.

·9· · · · · · · · · ·Children in urban areas are thought by

10· ·many to suffer from nature deficit disorder.· The

11· ·alternatives don't address this issue in any

12· ·significant way.· The little bit of proposed green

13· ·space along and spanned in Lyons Creek is totally

14· ·insufficient.· I wonder about the amount of mitigating

15· ·trees, shrubs, and open space in general.

16· · · · · · · · · ·In the DEIS, chapter 4.2 pays lip

17· ·service to problems of storm water management, to

18· ·follow up on the previous comment, by and they -- and

19· ·in this chapter rain gardens and impervious pavements

20· ·are mentioned in passing, but I did not see any

21· ·indication of these amenities, especially rain gardens

22· ·in these plans.· I didn't see any space where they

23· ·could go.

24· · · · · · · · · ·As a tree lover, it seems to me the

25· ·trees sketched in on the plans are rigidly placed in



·1· ·rows, not simulated in any way the forest in Lake

·2· ·Forest Park.

·3· · · · · · · · · ·At a minimum, a play area with at

·4· ·least one grove of trees, shrubs, and some open space

·5· ·should be included in any design, and in addition to

·6· ·placing disbursed trees to mitigate the hardcapes.

·7· · · · · · · · · ·Trees are valuable.· They filter storm

·8· ·water, and they do cut down CO2 emissions.· They

·9· ·provide shade, et cetera, et cetera.· We all know

10· ·their benefits.

11· · · · · · · · · ·This is necessary to maintain some

12· ·semblance of the green nature of Lake Forest Park that

13· ·Lake Forest Park residents moved here to enjoy.

14· · · · · · · · · ·Such a space could also provide a

15· ·meaningful natural place for children to recreate and

16· ·experience at least a small sliver of the natural

17· ·world that we in this city profess to treasure.

18· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you.

19· · · · · · · · · ·MR. BENNETT:· Thank you very much, Ms.

20· ·Bent.· Now, Jean Robbins, and then Doug Mitchell.

21· · · · · · · · · ·MS. ROBBINS:· Hi.· Am I being recorded

22· ·for the city council?· Tell me who's hearing me.

23· · · · · · · · · ·MR. BENNETT:· We're recording for use

24· ·in writing the (unintelligible).

25· · · · · · · · · ·MS. ROBBINS:· All right.



·1· · · · · · · · · ·MR. BENNETT:· So everybody would have

·2· ·the (inaudible).

·3· · · · · · · · · ·MS. ROBBINS:· I'm Jean Robbins, and I

·4· ·was a member of the mayor's task force for the vision

·5· ·plan, which was a culmination of all the hearings and

·6· ·participation meetings you attended, and then we were

·7· ·selected from various areas of your city to represent

·8· ·very different areas.

·9· · · · · · · · · ·I have to say, I'm very nervous about

10· ·speaking, so I was advised -- I thought I was talking

11· ·to the council.· I was advised to just envision them

12· ·as naked, so now I have to envision all of you as

13· ·naked.· Sorry about that.· At least it's a warm night.

14· · · · · · · · · ·I feel there's a great disconnect

15· ·between the vision plan here, this beautiful vision

16· ·plan, which Mandy really did a great job with, and we

17· ·really appreciated her leadership on that, but there's

18· ·a big disconnect between this beautiful vision plan,

19· ·which is all of your ideas culminated, and the DEIS

20· ·plans.

21· · · · · · · · · ·During our meetings, housing units,

22· ·housing unit numbers were not discussed.· At one

23· ·point, a number of 850 units was thrown out and we all

24· ·gasped, but we were told not to worry.· It would never

25· ·be that high.· And so, it's clearly different now.



·1· · · · · · · · · ·So, now we're looking at the

·2· ·possibility of 700 or 1,000 units, and even maybe

·3· ·1,500 housing units.· That's way different than 551

·4· ·units.· We are feeling quite deceived in a way when

·5· ·looking at the city's comprehensive plan.· Where the

·6· ·heck did these housing numbers come from?

·7· · · · · · · · · ·The Growth Management Act, with a 20

·8· ·-- with a prospective to 2035, concluded again these

·9· ·lower housing unit numbers and then you add in this

10· ·bonus clause, which again, we never heard of at the

11· ·task force.· We have no idea where that came from and

12· ·it's really not clear how that gets employed.

13· · · · · · · · · ·So instead of 700 units, now we're up

14· ·to 1,000 because of this bonus plan that we've never

15· ·heard of.· Some may say that this plan is outdated,

16· ·but in reality, where's the data to make these changes

17· ·in Lake Forest?

18· · · · · · · · · ·It seems that we are -- this plan --

19· ·these plans are for a speculative developer, not the

20· ·citizens who came to the community meetings and shared

21· ·their hopes, and yet we have no data for what

22· ·(unintelligible) desires.

23· · · · · · · · · ·Where is the data to indicate the

24· ·housing needs?· There has never been a clear survey of

25· ·the number of seniors in the city who might want to



·1· ·have lived in an apartment at the town center, and for

·2· ·those who embrace aging here, how small might the

·3· ·apartments be?

·4· · · · · · · · · ·I have recently heard of the concept

·5· ·of pod units.· Is this really what our seniors want,

·6· ·given that many of our people in Lake Forest Park have

·7· ·the means to create something else for themselves and

·8· ·live outside of the city in another green area,

·9· ·perhaps?

10· · · · · · · · · ·I just want to close with saying that

11· ·the city of Seattle clearly is moving towards high

12· ·density, but even in the city of Seattle they are

13· ·making amendments for communities like Mount Baker,

14· ·Queen Anne, Crown Hill, so that where they're housing

15· ·single unit house -- single housing, whatever the term

16· ·is, that they are making amendments for that to

17· ·decrease the density there rather than increase the

18· ·density.

19· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you.

20· · · · · · · · · ·MR. BENNETT:· Thank you, Ms. Robbins.

21· · · · · · · · · ·MS. ROBBINS:· And you can all get

22· ·dressed again.

23· · · · · · · · · ·MR. BENNETT:· Next up is Doug

24· ·Mitchell, and after Mr. Mitchell will be Lorraine

25· ·Bodi.



·1· · · · · · · · · ·MR. MITCHELL:· Hello.· My name is Doug

·2· ·Mitchell.· I live over on 26th Avenue in the west side

·3· ·of town, and along with Jean and some of my other

·4· ·colleagues here, I had the privilege of serving on the

·5· ·town center vision task force last year, and I'm

·6· ·grateful to Mayor Johnson for giving me that

·7· ·opportunity.

·8· · · · · · · · · ·I'll get right to my top bullet point.

·9· ·It looks to me like the work that went into the vision

10· ·document, not just by the task force, but by the

11· ·hundreds of people that showed for the various public

12· ·events that went into it, all that work just was left

13· ·by the wayside when this DEIS was developed.

14· · · · · · · · · ·I don't know a single person who was

15· ·involved in the process last year who said or wrote

16· ·anything that sounded like it would have supported

17· ·alternative two or three.· Everyone I have talked to

18· ·since the DEIS was published has been shocked at

19· ·what's proposed.

20· · · · · · · · · ·Last year, there was never any talk of

21· ·seven-story mixed use development.· There was never

22· ·any mention of adding 1,500 dwelling units.· This is

23· ·all new.· This has nothing to do with the vision

24· ·document that was supposed to be driving this entire

25· ·project.· The vision document contains a detailed set



·1· ·of goals and policies.

·2· · · · · · · · · ·I'll skip the details tonight because

·3· ·so many people want to speak, but I don't see any

·4· ·references at all in the DEIS to any of the specific

·5· ·goals and policies of the vision document, not one.

·6· ·Not a single one.

·7· · · · · · · · · ·Frankly, it's hard for me to believe

·8· ·that the vision document, all the work that went into

·9· ·it by hundreds of citizens was taken seriously in

10· ·developing this document.

11· · · · · · · · · ·Okay.· On to another separate problem.

12· ·The city's 2015 comprehensive plan specifies a target

13· ·of 551 additional housing units city wide, out to

14· ·2035.· The three alternatives, as we all know by now,

15· ·provide for 700, 1,200, and 1,500 additional housing

16· ·units.

17· · · · · · · · · ·The DEIS talks briefly about the

18· ·discrepancy between these two numbers by saying of the

19· ·comp plan number, quote, these estimates are likely

20· ·now outdated, end quote.· Look, an EIS is a document

21· ·that's based on science and facts.· Statements like

22· ·this one, claiming that the target's codified in a

23· ·comp plan are likely outdated, really have no place in

24· ·an EIS.

25· · · · · · · · · ·If you want to override the growth



·1· ·targets in the comp plan, you're going to have to come

·2· ·up with some facts, some data, and some evidence

·3· ·backing up your claims.

·4· · · · · · · · · ·Now, one more basic question is, why

·5· ·are alternatives two and three necessary to implement

·6· ·the vision which the citizens prepared last year?

·7· ·Mandy before asked us, tell us why you don't want

·8· ·1,500 houses.· I'm going to turn that around and say,

·9· ·who wants 1,500 housing units?· Where did that come

10· ·from?· None of the citizens wanted it in the entire

11· ·process last year.

12· · · · · · · · · ·There's just no justification

13· ·whatsoever for those numbers.· The DEIS, in my

14· ·opinion, should be completely revised with more

15· ·appropriate housing numbers and with a greater

16· ·attention to the goals and policies of the vision

17· ·document, which the citizens provided to you in good

18· ·faith and after a lot of hard work.

19· · · · · · · · · ·MR. BENNETT:· Thank you, Mr. Mitchell.

20· ·Next up is Lorraine Bodi, and then following Ms. Bodi,

21· ·David Jardine.· I apologize if I messed up your last

22· ·name.

23· · · · · · · · · ·MS. BODI:· Hi.· My name's Lorraine

24· ·Bodi, and I'm an environmental lawyer and a longtime

25· ·resident of Lake Forest Park.· I've worked on EISs,



·1· ·and this is an important one, because this is the

·2· ·blueprint.· Have they tried to downplay that in the

·3· ·presentation?· This is the blueprint for what can

·4· ·happen over the next 20 or so years.· So it's

·5· ·important to get this right and get it consistent with

·6· ·the vision document.

·7· · · · · · · · · ·I'm so disappointed in this document.

·8· ·It so little reflects our critical Lake Forest Park

·9· ·values and vision.· It needs to be completely redone.

10· ·I agree with that comment.

11· · · · · · · · · ·I support further development at the

12· ·town center, and the current code and requirements and

13· ·vision document allow that to happen, but I want it to

14· ·be community oriented.· I want us to preserve the

15· ·commercial use for all of our citizens, and I want

16· ·residential use to be secondary to that.

17· · · · · · · · · ·I support residential use, but not as

18· ·the primary purpose.· I want this to be a town center

19· ·for us, a vibrant town center.· I don't want it to be

20· ·Lake City or Northgate.· We don't live in Lake Forest

21· ·Park because we want to be like Lake City and

22· ·Northgate.

23· · · · · · · · · ·I think the DEIS, for reasons many

24· ·people have mentioned, is short on transparency and

25· ·full disclosure on the key issues.· It's really



·1· ·disingenuous on traffic, the availability of resident

·2· ·parking, infrastructure impacts, open space and public

·3· ·space.

·4· · · · · · · · · ·The inconsistency with the vision

·5· ·document, the characterization of alternative one as

·6· ·allowing far more development than the base code

·7· ·requires or allows, I mean, and more.· There are more

·8· ·issues like that.

·9· · · · · · · · · ·The key Lake Forest Park values the

10· ·needs that I think should be better addressed include

11· ·preserving the low rise character of the Lake Forest

12· ·Park community, so we don't look like Lake City and

13· ·Northgate or even worse.

14· · · · · · · · · ·I support alternative one, but with an

15· ·adjustment to reflect the base of the code and the

16· ·urban guidelines are not automatic.· That's a --

17· ·that's a separate process.· So let's go -- let's use

18· ·the current code and enhance it based on vision

19· ·documents.

20· · · · · · · · · ·I think we need meaningful open space

21· ·and green space.· I won't go into that.· Everyone's

22· ·talked about that.

23· · · · · · · · · ·I want to mention community meeting

24· ·space.· As I read the document, the community meeting

25· ·space that would now be on the roof of a parking



·1· ·garage in this scenario.· So again, that's the kind of

·2· ·like weird things that consultants may write, but the

·3· ·people of Lake Forest Park would never write something

·4· ·like that.

·5· · · · · · · · · ·So I have to say, I value having --

·6· ·being able to park at the mall and not have to pay for

·7· ·it.· It makes me -- when I'm in a hurry or when I have

·8· ·a lot of things in the car, it makes me shop here.

·9· ·So, I think it's important to preserve that as well.

10· · · · · · · · · ·So one last thing.· This meeting is

11· ·ridiculous, that we have people standing outside when

12· ·the last meeting was standing room only too.

13· · · · · · · · · ·MR. BENNETT:· Thank you for your

14· ·comments.

15· · · · · · · · · ·MS. BODI:· I would just say, I used to

16· ·work for an agency and if we had a crowd like this, we

17· ·would be bringing in chairs all the way up here --

18· · · · · · · · · ·COLLECTIVE VOICES:· Yeah.

19· · · · · · · · · ·MS. BODI:· -- so that everyone could

20· ·come in or finding a different meeting location.

21· · · · · · · · · ·MR. BENNETT:· Thank you for your

22· ·comments, ma'am.

23· · · · · · · · · ·MS. BODI:· One last thing.· The

24· ·schedule is ridiculous.

25· · · · · · · · · ·MR. BENNETT:· All right.· So thank



·1· ·you.· Next up is David Jardine, and then Jack Tonkin.

·2· · · · · · · · · ·MR. JARDINE:· Well, I think I can be

·3· ·brief.· I'm grateful for the two people who have

·4· ·participated in the vision process for providing the

·5· ·clarifying statements, because as I looked through the

·6· ·alternatives here, I thought, gee, that doesn't

·7· ·reflect, certainly, what I want and it doesn't reflect

·8· ·what anybody that I know in the community would want.

·9· · · · · · · · · ·How did we come up with this?· And I

10· ·think there seems to have been a major disconnect

11· ·between the vision process and the outcome.

12· · · · · · · · · ·We're presented now with three

13· ·alternatives and told we have to choose between those.

14· ·Alternative one, I think our mall could use some

15· ·improvement.· Alternatives two and three, 800 pound

16· ·gorilla in the room is where is all of this housing

17· ·density coming from and why is it all being put right

18· ·here.

19· · · · · · · · · ·I think that that needs to be

20· ·reconsidered.· I think that, really, rather than

21· ·having three not very good choices, we have the

22· ·opportunity to use some imagination, perhaps some of

23· ·the work that was in the vision document, and come up

24· ·with a really good and satisfactory alternative that

25· ·will work for the communities.· And I'd especially



·1· ·encourage this group to do that.· Thanks.

·2· · · · · · · · · ·MR. BENNETT:· Thank you for your

·3· ·comment.· And now, Jack Tonkin, and then Paul Cronin.

·4· · · · · · · · · ·MR. TONKIN:· When I first became aware

·5· ·of what was going on, probably over a year ago, and I

·6· ·understand the need for a garage if the SC3 is going

·7· ·to pay for it and if we're really going to have a need

·8· ·for that kind of traffic.· So the garage makes sense.

·9· · · · · · · · · ·If we can locate it in a place and

10· ·make it so unobtrusive as possible, I guess I'm okay

11· ·with that, because it still allows our people to shop.

12· · · · · · · · · ·I also support the idea of what the

13· ·two forces coming together are, and that is there's a

14· ·lot of citizens who would like to downsize or would

15· ·live -- would like to live in the park.· There's

16· ·outsiders who would like to live in the park, and we

17· ·have made several attempts, clustered housing being

18· ·one of them, to accommodate that.

19· · · · · · · · · ·It makes more sense to me, if it's

20· ·attractive and if it's the right count, to have

21· ·housing or living conditions such as apartments within

22· ·the center, but I think what I see in two and three is

23· ·nothing of what our vision was back then.

24· · · · · · · · · ·And I've seen the council last year

25· ·pushing cluster housing, seven houses in a back lot,



·1· ·and finally came to the conclusion in a

·2· ·(unintelligible) meeting that this maybe wasn't the

·3· ·vision that they had, and so they pushed it back to

·4· ·the planning commission for a review.

·5· · · · · · · · · ·And then subsequently, some on the

·6· ·council who are development minded tried to push the

·7· ·whole thing through with a less than quorum and our

·8· ·good mayor vetoed that.

·9· · · · · · · · · ·Now we're facing the same kind of a

10· ·scenario here again in housing and I think we should

11· ·ask the council if this is their vision and is this

12· ·the vision that they want, and this room is filled

13· ·with a lot of voters, and I encourage you to come to

14· ·the council when this comes to their attention and you

15· ·have an opportunity to put the heat there and ask

16· ·them, is this the vision they want, and let's hear it

17· ·out.· I want to hear that.

18· · · · · · · · · ·MR. BENNETT:· Thank you, Mr. Tonkin.

19· ·Next up is Paul Conin -- Cronin -- excuse me -- and

20· ·then Robyn Atkinson.

21· · · · · · · · · ·MR. CRONIN:· Good evening.· My name's

22· ·Paul Cronin.· I was also selected to sit on the vision

23· ·committee.· Doug and Jean have spoke before me.· I'd

24· ·like to -- there's been a lot of references to the

25· ·vision document that we were entrusted by the



·1· ·communities to endorse, and so as a reminder, I

·2· ·thought I'd just read a few excerpts from that, from

·3· ·the sustainability section of Vision of the Future.

·4· · · · · · · · · ·The town center is more green than

·5· ·gray.· After all, Forest is our middle name.· From the

·6· ·same section as the Vision of the Future, buildings

·7· ·should be set back from the surrounding residential

·8· ·areas and from busy highways, corridors, and

·9· ·designated (unintelligible) stories that step back

10· ·from increase -- from heights that increase.

11· · · · · · · · · ·And I think the most important one in

12· ·the common theme I seem to hear tonight, retaining a

13· ·sense of scale akin to a village, a small town, not

14· ·too urban.· Thank you.

15· · · · · · · · · ·MR. BENNETT:· Thank you, Mr. Cronin --

16· ·excuse me -- and now is Robyn Atkinson, and then

17· ·Melissa Roberts.

18· · · · · · · · · ·MS. ATKINSON:· Hi.· I'm Robyn

19· ·Atkinson, and my family moved here in the mid 1920s,

20· ·so we've been around a while, and we've always been

21· ·troublemakers.· So, everything I wanted to say

22· ·everybody's already said.

23· · · · · · · · · ·I will add, that over this last week I

24· ·have made some phone calls, one to an extremely large

25· ·developer, presented the Lake Forest Park one, two,



·1· ·and three and the timelines that the developer was

·2· ·asking for and our city council and they were

·3· ·incredulous.· They could not believe anybody would ask

·4· ·for these timelines and for this type of intense

·5· ·zoning for this area.

·6· · · · · · · · · ·So then I called a city manager, a

·7· ·small city in the south, bigger than Lake Forest Park,

·8· ·but not as about big as Burien, and I laid out the

·9· ·same scenario to them.· They were thunderstruck.· They

10· ·could not believe anybody would even try to get away

11· ·with this.

12· · · · · · · · · ·So, this is an unusual situation we

13· ·find ourselves in.· Our task force, years ago, put

14· ·together a plan that the city paid for.· Well

15· ·researched.· We had beautiful plans that everybody got

16· ·to look at, with livability here for 400 units, 400

17· ·fabulous new neighbors, and it's all gone.· That's not

18· ·even on the board out there.· It's only about what

19· ·this current developer would like to do.

20· · · · · · · · · ·So, I urge our council, that works

21· ·hard, and our planning department to rethink this.

22· ·Give us at least 90 days like everybody else gets to

23· ·look at the options.

24· · · · · · · · · ·And as far as traffic goes, when

25· ·Starbucks can hold all of us hostage.· If you think



·1· ·1,500 residences, that might, might be 3,000 cars,

·2· ·won't make an impact, then you need a new algorithm,

·3· ·because that computer lied to you.

·4· · · · · · · · · ·I mean, let's face it, all of you that

·5· ·know the back roads, we take them in the morning,

·6· ·because Bothell Way shuts down from Kenmore to 145th,

·7· ·and if you're in landscaping, like I have been for the

·8· ·last 35 years, the crews are coming from the outlying

·9· ·areas for construction, landscaping, plumbing,

10· ·whatever, and they can't get through and it's our

11· ·clients that are paying that commute time at $50 an

12· ·hour per laborer.

13· · · · · · · · · ·So, please, there is not room for

14· ·those 1,500 units here, but with mother-in-law units,

15· ·we could squeeze them in somewhere around the park.

16· ·That way the money stays in the park, it stays with

17· ·the homeowner, and if you don't want a garden at your

18· ·house anymore, you can move into that lovely ATU or

19· ·AUD -- I forget the initials for it -- and garden in

20· ·someone else's yard and have your rent greatly

21· ·reduced.

22· · · · · · · · · ·That way the money stays in the park,

23· ·we continue to shop here at a lovely shopping center

24· ·that has interesting boutiques and fabulous food, and

25· ·only 400 new residences.· Thank you.



·1· · · · · · · · · ·MR. BENNETT:· Thank you, Ms. Atkinson.

·2· ·Next up, Melissa Robertson, and then Ethan Robertson.

·3· · · · · · · · · ·MS. ROBERTSON:· My name is Melissa

·4· ·Robertson.· As you know from your many attempts to ask

·5· ·the community for input on dreams and visions of the

·6· ·town center, we are people who yern for opportunities

·7· ·to safely walk and bike in our neighborhoods, for

·8· ·nature preservation, and improvement and for authentic

·9· ·community building spaces.

10· · · · · · · · · ·You know that already.· We know that

11· ·about ourselves also, but when you say that you want

12· ·to improve the developmental prospects of our town's

13· ·center, you make me very nervous.· I want you to focus

14· ·on creating code recommendations that exceed our

15· ·quality of life right now.

16· · · · · · · · · ·We're not looking for green space and

17· ·open space in the buffers along the edges of the town

18· ·center or on the rooftop gardens or in festival

19· ·streets that mainly act as parking and traffic spaces,

20· ·adding up to 3.9 acres.· We're looking for actual

21· ·gathering spaces.

22· · · · · · · · · ·We don't want less.· We want more.· We

23· ·want to work together.· We want to know that our

24· ·elected officers and the consultants that we hired

25· ·aren't giving us lip service when they ask what we



·1· ·want, but that they're working toward creating a

·2· ·purpose filled community at every opportunity.

·3· · · · · · · · · ·Please, bend over backwards for the

·4· ·people, not for the developers.

·5· · · · · · · · · ·MR. BENNETT:· Thank you Ms. Robertson.

·6· ·Next up is Ethan Robinson[sic], and then TJ Fudge.

·7· · · · · · · · · ·MS. ROBERTSON:· All right.· I'm going

·8· ·to read Ethan's comments for him.· This is him.

·9· · · · · · · · · ·Dear City Council, my mom goes to a

10· ·lot of meetings.· Some of them are at our house, and I

11· ·listen in from our loft.· Sometimes I play Legos or

12· ·read books during the meetings.

13· · · · · · · · · ·The last meeting was about our

14· ·neighborhood.· I love our town.· My favorite things

15· ·are Third Place Books, being able to ride my bike

16· ·around the neighborhood, and I like that there's more

17· ·nature here.· My family loves trees.· Please don't let

18· ·there be less nature.

19· · · · · · · · · ·I'm really looking forward to going to

20· ·the town center when I'm older and hang out with my

21· ·friends.· I'm seven years old, so it's going to be a

22· ·while before I get to hang out there, but my brother's

23· ·nine, so it's going to be sooner for him.· I see big

24· ·kids doing it all the time.

25· · · · · · · · · ·But have you met my mom?· She's a



·1· ·little crazy, even though I know she loves me, so I

·2· ·don't think she would let us go if there were big

·3· ·traffic jams all the time, with tons of people.· Plus,

·4· ·why would we go there if there's no more Third Place

·5· ·or stores we like?

·6· · · · · · · · · ·Are you going to make any places for

·7· ·big kids to hang out?· I'm wondering what you're

·8· ·planning to have it look like.· I hope that it has

·9· ·lots of room to walk and ride my bike.· I hope it

10· ·could have a bigger library, with even more books and

11· ·stuff to do.· I'm dreaming of a skate park and a

12· ·robotic center, where we can build and fix things.

13· · · · · · · · · ·I also want to ask if you're really

14· ·going to take down the center soon?· Please do not.  I

15· ·really love the way it is now.

16· · · · · · · · · ·Let's see.· Come on, little...· It's

17· ·kind of hard for me to think about the future.· I'm

18· ·glad there are smart people working on this project.

19· ·Please think of me and my friends and my brother when

20· ·you're picking out what to do.· Sincerely, Ethan

21· ·Robertson.

22· · · · · · · · · ·MR. BENNETT:· Thank you, Ethan.  I

23· ·appreciate your thoughtful comments.· Next up is TJ

24· ·Fudge, and then Mike Dee.

25· · · · · · · · · ·MR. FUDGE:· Hello.· TJ Fudge.· And so,



·1· ·I would say I'm definitely here as a person who

·2· ·supports development and the addition of units, but

·3· ·not in this way.· And in this way, I mean the process

·4· ·by which this is happening.

·5· · · · · · · · · ·So as a member of the planning

·6· ·commission, I am very distressed at the way this has

·7· ·been presented to the community in particular, this

·8· ·establishment of what I consider a false choice

·9· ·between alternatives one, two, and three, not

10· ·recognizing that alternative one, really when built

11· ·into it, has a whole range of units that could be

12· ·supported.· Not just 700, or, as the draft

13· ·environmental impact states, could it go even higher,

14· ·but also lower.

15· · · · · · · · · ·And I think that needs to be

16· ·communicated, as well as the fact that the 2005 task

17· ·force did a very good job of implementing a system

18· ·where there was specifics about, if development were

19· ·to occur, there would have to be the same things that

20· ·we identified in the vision statement; that is,

21· ·improvements to Lyon Creek, open space, the concerns

22· ·about parking and pedestrian, bicycle travel.

23· · · · · · · · · ·There seems to be an impression that

24· ·we're reinventing the wheel with this vision

25· ·statement, and while it does present an updated



·1· ·vision, it is largely consistent with what went before

·2· ·and I don't think it's fair the way this presents it,

·3· ·that what is allowed under alternative one seems to be

·4· ·being presented as if we don't get the protections or

·5· ·the interests that are in the vision statement.

·6· · · · · · · · · ·And so, I as a planning commissioner

·7· ·am very frustrated with this process and I don't

·8· ·believe we should act further on this.

·9· · · · · · · · · ·Unfortunately, I've been told, due to

10· ·the rushed timeline, we will not even be able to issue

11· ·our typical recommendation to the city council, and so

12· ·I think the final point I'll make is that this is

13· ·process has been rushed.

14· · · · · · · · · ·MR. BENNETT:· Thank you, Mr. Fudge,

15· ·for your comment.· Next up is Mike Dee, and then

16· ·George Grantham.

17· · · · · · · · · ·MR. DEE:· Howdy.· Mike Dee here.

18· ·Thank you for the opportunity to comment tonight.

19· ·Thank you for everybody for coming out.

20· · · · · · · · · ·I've had an opportunity -- I know

21· ·you've had an opportunity to do this multiple times

22· ·already, 2004, 2005, and other times.

23· · · · · · · · · ·As far as a Open Public Meetings Act,

24· ·I do not feel this meeting has complied with it.

25· ·There was not an online agenda available for the



·1· ·public 24 hours ahead of time.· Once again, it makes

·2· ·it difficult for the public to come to the meeting and

·3· ·be able to be prepared for it, knowing that maybe you

·4· ·have to show up early to look at displays and know

·5· ·that maybe there might be limited seating and all

·6· ·that.

·7· · · · · · · · · ·A number of the meetings that you do

·8· ·in this process, and we have consultant after

·9· ·consultant that continue to do this, there's different

10· ·processes, procedures, formats, and it makes it tough

11· ·for the public to prepare for it.· So I'd appreciate

12· ·that you try to comply with the Open Public Meetings

13· ·Act and let people know ahead of time.

14· · · · · · · · · ·As far as the draft environmental

15· ·impact statement and the town center vision document

16· ·that we keep hearing about, the process that -- some

17· ·concerns that I had with it.· The vision task force

18· ·was handpicked by the mayor from around the city.

19· ·That part was good as far as it being around the city,

20· ·but this is -- had -- this is a group that had all

21· ·their meetings in secret.

22· · · · · · · · · ·They were not public meetings.· They

23· ·were all off the record.· They did not have minutes or

24· ·agenda for the public.· Also during their meetings,

25· ·very few documents, if any documents, were available,



·1· ·except for the public through the Public Records Act,

·2· ·because they are required through the Public Records

·3· ·Act through a public records request to provide

·4· ·certain documents.

·5· · · · · · · · · ·It has a bunch of good stuff in it,

·6· ·but the process was really -- was not appropriate, and

·7· ·I don't believe there was any public review or maybe a

·8· ·draft of the vision plan before it was presented.

·9· · · · · · · · · ·The fact sheet for your January 2019

10· ·Lake Forest Park Town Center Heart of the Community

11· ·Draft Environmental Impact Statement for the town

12· ·center plan starts out with -- it's on the first page

13· ·here, fact sheet page 1, and it's got very few facts

14· ·on it.

15· · · · · · · · · ·It does have the draft -- the date

16· ·draft EIS issued January 2, 2018.· So the very few

17· ·drafts -- very few facts it does have, it starts with

18· ·one that's incorrect.· It was not issued January 2,

19· ·2018.· So it makes me question a lot of the numbers

20· ·that are in here, and if it's been through some

21· ·correction or process or review.

22· · · · · · · · · ·I'm sure it probably has, but to start

23· ·out that way seems like a bad start or a start that

24· ·could be improved.

25· · · · · · · · · ·A lot of this environmental impact



·1· ·stuff was covered at the last planning commission, and

·2· ·the last planning commission meeting conflicted with

·3· ·the legislative send-off where we tell the legislature

·4· ·what we want for our city and we thank them for all

·5· ·the good work they've done.· So I didn't have a chance

·6· ·to get some of that, because that went long and I

·7· ·missed the meeting.

·8· · · · · · · · · ·But thank you, everybody, that's done

·9· ·all the stuff you're doing and good luck and I hope

10· ·this turns out for you.· I'll stay around as long as I

11· ·can to help you.· And my time's up.· Thanks.

12· · · · · · · · · ·MR. BENNETT:· Thank you, Mr. Dee.

13· ·Next up, George Grantham, and then Jason Colberg.

14· · · · · · · · · ·MR. GRANTHAM:· My name is Grantham,

15· ·and I have lived in Lake Forest Park for about 20, 20

16· ·years.· I lived in the Seattle area all my life.· I'm

17· ·third generation in this area.· So, we really have

18· ·seen some changes.

19· · · · · · · · · ·I'd like to say, first off, that I

20· ·think people have brought up tremendous things here

21· ·that really need to be taken into consideration.

22· · · · · · · · · ·One thing I'd like to say is, when I

23· ·see in the plans two and three, and possibly even plan

24· ·one, we don't know what that would end up looking

25· ·like.· I see canyons and buildings with canyons.· Even



·1· ·the festival street is maybe a little bit wider than

·2· ·some of the others, but it's still a canyon.

·3· · · · · · · · · ·I've visited Amsterdam not long ago,

·4· ·and in cities like that and Mexico, for instance, even

·5· ·in every little town, they have their plaza, and it's

·6· ·not a long, skinny valley between tall buildings.

·7· ·It's a -- it's a large rectangular square.

·8· · · · · · · · · ·In Amsterdam they have town squares in

·9· ·various places where they have markets, they have

10· ·playgrounds and so forth.· I think this would be a

11· ·great opportunity for us to have a similar area, with

12· ·the creek and vegetation on one side, pavement in part

13· ·of it, so forth.

14· · · · · · · · · ·The comment was made, everybody is

15· ·concerned about height.· I'm kind of thinking maybe we

16· ·ought to think out of the box.· We can't build taller

17· ·buildings than six stories because the fire code won't

18· ·let us?· What about in Seattle?· How do they get away

19· ·with it?

20· · · · · · · · · ·Instead of filling the whole place

21· ·with these sort of Soviet style apartment blocks, why

22· ·not two or three taller buildings with a lot of open

23· ·space in between?· Let's, you know, let's think out of

24· ·the box.· Let's think a little smaller.· Let's be

25· ·concerned about all these alternatives.· Let's go back



·1· ·to the drawing board.

·2· · · · · · · · · ·I'm color vision challenged, so I

·3· ·can't tell what color the light is, but thanks a lot

·4· ·for (inaudible).

·5· · · · · · · · · ·MR. BENNETT:· Thank you, Mr. Grantham.

·6· ·Next up is Jason Colberg, and then Steve Beaty.· We

·7· ·only have two more speakers after that, so there are

·8· ·additional sign-up sheets in the back.

·9· · · · · · · · · ·If you've had a change of heart and

10· ·you'd like to speak, please sign one of those and one

11· ·of Ms. Roberts' team can go back there and check to

12· ·see if there are additional people who'd like to

13· ·speak.· I appreciate that.· So, Mr. Colberg.

14· · · · · · · · · ·MR. COLBERG:· Thank you.· So my focus

15· ·is on impact fees, and part of that is when I first

16· ·started getting involved with city governance about

17· ·five years ago, it was kind of midstream of planning

18· ·and process for the southern gateway, and I remember

19· ·one of the first things I ever read over was kind of a

20· ·visioning document, a lot of handwritten comments

21· ·about all the amenities and the things that people

22· ·wanted for the southern gateway.

23· · · · · · · · · ·My perspective on that is nothing has

24· ·come to a fruition in terms of that, that -- that

25· ·term, that large project that the city tackled, and as



·1· ·far as I'm aware, there was never discussion, never

·2· ·consideration of impact fees that are alloted or

·3· ·allowed by the Growth Management Act.

·4· · · · · · · · · ·And the way I understand this -- and

·5· ·I'm not an expert in this, but the way I'm

·6· ·understanding it, is the growth impact -- or the

·7· ·impact fees might allow us the leverage and also the

·8· ·possible funding for the city to be putting -- having

·9· ·some money available to provide for the amenities that

10· ·we're wanting for both this property and some of the

11· ·other things we've...

12· · · · · · · · · ·One of the comments I read on Next

13· ·Door is the other districts, the water district, the

14· ·school district, fire school districts, don't have a

15· ·voice in terms of raising fees or having money coming

16· ·in, in which they'll need to provide services for

17· ·this.

18· · · · · · · · · ·So the impact fees are, I think,

19· ·something I know were mentioned around October or

20· ·November to the council during public comment.· Not by

21· ·me, by someone else, and then I'm not hearing or

22· ·reading or seeing anything else about those.

23· · · · · · · So that's something I think we need to be

24· ·really serious about, because I think the amount of

25· ·money, from what I can tell, is huge.· And to give



·1· ·some example, my initial research, very basic, the

·2· ·range of impact fees runs from $3,600 per unit for the

·3· ·lowest amount that I have seen, to $20,000 per unit

·4· ·for the largest amount I've seen in Oakland,

·5· ·California.

·6· · · · · · · · · ·When I first started talking to people

·7· ·about this, is about 12 to $14,000 per unit.· So if

·8· ·we're looking even at $10,000 per unit times, you know

·9· ·-- I don't really want -- I don't want the 1,500 units

10· ·here either, but if we ended up that high, that

11· ·provide a lot of money for doing the things that we

12· ·want to do.

13· · · · · · · · · ·And maybe, I think, the biggest thing

14· ·is, instead of the multi-family tax exemption as what

15· ·I consider a nonincentive function, to look at the

16· ·impact fees as being the leverage tool that we really

17· ·can use to figure out how to get the open spaces that

18· ·-- everything, I mean, it's all -- the vision is

19· ·great.

20· · · · · · · · · ·It's a matter of implementing the

21· ·vision and having the tools to motivate primarily

22· ·Merlone Geier to do their job or to be players in the

23· ·system if they want to get something done here.

24· · · · · · · · · ·So that's it for me.· Thank you.

25· · · · · · · · · ·MR. BENNETT:· Thank you, Mr. Colberg.



·1· ·Next up, Steve Beaty and then Jay Wheatley.

·2· · · · · · · · · ·MR. BEATY:· Hey.· Steve B., and I've

·3· ·only lived here for three or four years.· I have

·4· ·definitely embraced Lake Forest Park and

·5· ·Belawick[phonetic] and Shoreline.· Just a way better

·6· ·place to raise my kids, if you ask me.

·7· · · · · · · · · ·I have a couple of comments I wanted

·8· ·to make.· The first is about the concept of the master

·9· ·use plan, or the comprehensive land use plan.· I've

10· ·been watching the process evolve over several years,

11· ·And right now I believe that a master use plan or plan

12· ·of the -- of how the entire site would get built out

13· ·over time is a recommendation, not a requirement.

14· · · · · · · · · ·I would suggest, I would hope the

15· ·council would embrace the idea of making that a

16· ·requirement.· Obviously with this many components and

17· ·all the things, different players want to go into

18· ·this, open space and amenities, developer wants to put

19· ·in a lot of houses, there's a lot of different

20· ·components and in -- in any scenario, I think, it's

21· ·real easy to see the developer's going to build the

22· ·most profitable parts first and then put off the

23· ·amenities until they are -- until or put them off

24· ·indefinitely.

25· · · · · · · · · ·My in-laws moved to a planned



·1· ·community when they retired and the developer had a

·2· ·huge plan for houses with little store centers and a

·3· ·playground and a whole bunch of stuff, and right after

·4· ·they finished with the houses, they went bust.

·5· · · · · · · · · ·So, I think that that's a possibility

·6· ·unless we have a comprehensive land use plan that's in

·7· ·place and gives some certainty to the developers, it

·8· ·gives certainty to all the people in this room, but

·9· ·the things you're asking for will happen over time and

10· ·that if the developer does sell to another owner or

11· ·changes management, that the things that we're asking

12· ·for will run with the land or at least we'll have a

13· ·little more certainty than otherwise.

14· · · · · · · · · ·So I hope that they'll make a

15· ·comprehensive land use plan a requirement.· And you

16· ·guys love this stuff because then you get to do a

17· ·whole bunch more consulting work.· More fees.

18· · · · · · · · · ·The second thing I'll try -- and I've

19· ·run out of time here, but I wanted to talk about the

20· ·timeline a little bit.· And I was -- as I watched

21· ·this, I know the process started in 2017.· We've had a

22· ·lot of time to talk about this.

23· · · · · · · · · ·Some people could say it started in

24· ·2005, but I think that the process is way, way too

25· ·rushed from this point.· To release the DEIS on the



·1· ·2nd of January, and then have all the comments

·2· ·submitted, have them reviewed by the planning

·3· ·commission, have the city council consider the code

·4· ·adoptions that the consultants are writing and then

·5· ·adopt them in 60 days, gives no time for us to really

·6· ·take a good look at it.· I think it puts all of us

·7· ·(inaudible).

·8· · · · · · · · · ·I got one minute, and I'm going to

·9· ·tell you my reasons for thinking that this puts us at

10· ·risk.· Also, I think it puts the planning commission

11· ·at risk, puts the whole city at risk.

12· · · · · · · · · ·If the codes aren't written in a way

13· ·that's defensible and that is supported by the

14· ·residents, then when decisions are made on further

15· ·parts of the build-out, we're going to have the same

16· ·conflicts.· If we know what we're getting and we have

17· ·time look at it, we can get a plan that really works

18· ·for everybody, that's viable financially for the

19· ·developer.· All right.

20· · · · · · · · · ·Out of time.· Had more reasons.· Thank

21· ·you very much.

22· · · · · · · · · ·MR. BENNETT:· Thank you, Mr. Beaty.

23· ·Next up is Jay Wheatley, and then Roz Bird.

24· · · · · · · · · ·MR. WHEATLEY:· Hi.· I'm Jay Wheatley.

25· ·Thanks, everybody.



·1· · · · · · · · · ·MR. BENNETT:· Okay.

·2· · · · · · · · · ·MR. WHEATLEY:· So I work down in the U

·3· ·District on Roosevelt, and the U District just

·4· ·recently completed the large rezoning of the U

·5· ·District, and that's all online.· It's really

·6· ·interesting to spend quite a bit of time rezoning the

·7· ·U District in anticipation of light rail coming.

·8· · · · · · · · · ·As you know, as you probably know,

·9· ·they're building a light rail station at Brooklyn as

10· ·well as one up at -- at 65th, and the building that I

11· ·work in is on Roosevelt.· It's at Scarecrow Video, if

12· ·anybody knows what that is.

13· · · · · · · · · ·I believe that you can only build 40

14· ·feet tall there, I think maybe 65 feet nearby.· That's

15· ·the kind of heights that the City of Seattle is

16· ·approving in the U District, right sandwiched between

17· ·two fixed rail light rail stations.

18· · · · · · · · · ·That's serious urban sort of stuff,

19· ·and the City of Seattle feels like, you know, 40 feet,

20· ·65 feet, these are the max heights.· Even, they just

21· ·did a rezoning like in 2017.· So this isn't like

22· ·really old zoning stuff.· This is like a huge process

23· ·they just went through.

24· · · · · · · · · ·So, I think that the heights being

25· ·discussed here are just outrageous, absolutely



·1· ·outrageous for this community, if that's what Seattle

·2· ·is doing down in the U District, right next to a world

·3· ·class university, light rail stations, all of that.

·4· ·So I think, I think it's just way too tall.

·5· · · · · · · · · ·I was surprised that the current

·6· ·zoning was 60, 65 feet.· I was shocked when I found

·7· ·that out.· But no more.· That should be the absolute

·8· ·cap, and even that, I think, is regretable.· So, I

·9· ·think should just lock it right there.· I don't see

10· ·any reason to go higher than that.

11· · · · · · · · · ·I will say, something that you said

12· ·was that through all this process over the weeks and

13· ·months, that people want a lot of changes.· People are

14· ·asking for a lot of changes.· I take a little bit of

15· ·exception with that, because I think I have come to a

16· ·few of these pros -- these meetings, and what I recall

17· ·is this whole Sound Transit's coming, they might

18· ·redevelop the town center.

19· · · · · · · · · ·What would you want if they did that?

20· ·And then people start coming up with all sorts of

21· ·ideas.· I want open space, I want this, and I want

22· ·that.· But that's in the context of asking what things

23· ·would they want as part of redeveloping the town

24· ·center, and sure, if you say that, you're going to

25· ·redevelop something, what would I want, I'm going to



·1· ·list all sorts of goodies that I want.

·2· · · · · · · · · ·But now, I feel like you're

·3· ·positioning that as, we are asking for, like we're

·4· ·demanding that the town center have all these things

·5· ·and we'll do anything to get it, and I really don't

·6· ·think that's the case.

·7· · · · · · · · · ·The last thing I want to say is I

·8· ·think this whole sequence is terrible.· It's like we

·9· ·should go to Merlone Geier and say, what are you

10· ·willing to do for us?· I mean, you guys are talking

11· ·about changing the codes in the next month or two,

12· ·preemptively, unilaterally, before Merlone Geier even

13· ·puts out what they want to do for us.

14· · · · · · · · · ·Let's make them show us what they're

15· ·willing to do, hold back on the code changes until we

16· ·see their plan, and when they show us a plan, with

17· ·open space, parks and walkways and all the things that

18· ·we want, then we'll do the code changes.

19· · · · · · · · · ·But they should come to the

20· ·negotiating table and show us what they're willing to

21· ·do for us, not do it before they even show us a plan.

22· ·That's just doesn't make any sense.

23· · · · · · · · · ·MR. BENNETT:· Thank you, Mr. Wheatley.

24· ·Next up is Roz Bird, and then Jamas Gwilliam.

25· · · · · · · · · ·MR. WHEATLEY:· Hi.· I'm Roz Bird.  I



·1· ·have lived in my house for 42 years, and I've been

·2· ·actually very involved in the city since we were

·3· ·annexed in during growth management.· So I've been to

·4· ·a lot of city council meetings over the years as well

·5· ·as other meetings, and feel like I have a real stake

·6· ·in this.

·7· · · · · · · · · ·I did come to a number of the

·8· ·workshops, I've given input, both of the workshops

·9· ·here and out of the market, and I agree with probably

10· ·99.9 percent of what everyone has said before me, so I

11· ·just wanted to mention a couple of things.

12· · · · · · · · · ·Ever since we've lived here, we've

13· ·come to the town center, and probably almost daily

14· ·people -- somebody would say, if only we could do

15· ·this, and it was really terrible 42 years ago.· So

16· ·it's improved a lot and there are always more things

17· ·that could be done.

18· · · · · · · · · ·However, in coming to these workshops,

19· ·I agree, we talked about low rise housing.· I was in

20· ·favor of some housing here, 2 to 400 units.· When I

21· ·saw 700, oh, my goodness, that was shocking.· No way.

22· ·No way.· Certainly not 1,500, for all the reasons that

23· ·everyone has said.

24· · · · · · · · · ·The other shocking thing was when I

25· ·saw in plan three that the commons would be on the top



·1· ·of the garage.· I will say, I've been very involved

·2· ·with the commons.· What a fabulous place.· It's become

·3· ·the heart, a healthy heart of our community, and it's

·4· ·not just a meeting space, as someone said.

·5· · · · · · · · · ·It's, it's the heart.· Things happen

·6· ·there, people meet each other there, they meet new

·7· ·friends there.· To put it on the top of a parking

·8· ·garage is completely unacceptable and absurd, and I

·9· ·think that's something that's very important.

10· · · · · · · · · ·So I agree with everything else.

11· ·Thank you.

12· · · · · · · · · ·MR. BENNETT:· Thank you, Ms. Bird.

13· ·Next is Jamas Gwilliam, and then Randi Sibonga.

14· · · · · · · · · ·MR. GWILLIAM:· Hello.· I'm Jamas

15· ·Gwilliam, vice president of development with Merlone

16· ·Geier Partners, and I actually recognize a lot of you.

17· ·I've been working in this community for the last two

18· ·years, getting to know a lot of you.

19· · · · · · · · · ·We've owned this center for almost

20· ·five years now, and as a company, we own about 30

21· ·mainly grocery anchored retail centers here in the

22· ·Seattle, greater Seattle region.· As a company, been

23· ·in operation about 27 years.

24· · · · · · · · · ·We have about 15 million square feet

25· ·from Bellingham to San Diego, and we currently have



·1· ·about 8 million square feet worth of mixed use

·2· ·development going on in our company, and a lot of that

·3· ·is a result of this shift that we're seeing in the

·4· ·retail world that a lot of you read in the headlines.

·5· ·There's a lot of changes that are going on.

·6· · · · · · · · · ·We first wanted to thank you for the

·7· ·opportunity to participate in this process.· Really,

·8· ·since August, we've been participating in these

·9· ·planning commission meetings.· I've seen a couple of

10· ·you there, but it definitely hasn't been this busy.

11· ·So it's insightful to hear your comments and your

12· ·thoughts and look forward to continuing those

13· ·conversations.

14· · · · · · · · · ·Like many of you, we're carefully

15· ·participating in this process with an eye towards how

16· ·our investment would be impacted.· A lot of you have

17· ·investments here in the city.· That is a concern of

18· ·yours.· This is an investment of ours.· We own this

19· ·grocery retail center that a lot of you utilize on a

20· ·daily basis.

21· · · · · · · · · ·Any prospect of redevelopment for us

22· ·we're weighing against a perfectly good grocery

23· ·(unintelligible) retail center right now, from our

24· ·perspective, and so we see that a lot of work has been

25· ·done, looking back even 14 years to this -- the former



·1· ·task force.· I know a lot of you were on that task

·2· ·force, and I have met with a lot of you who have

·3· ·shared the work that went into that.

·4· · · · · · · · · ·A lot has changed since then, and in

·5· ·terms of the retail environment we're in and the

·6· ·growth and the change that's going to happen with

·7· ·Sound Transit.· So we're participating in this process

·8· ·determining whether there's an opportunity to move

·9· ·forward with any type of a change.

10· · · · · · · · · ·And so, I think it's important to

11· ·point out as well that we do not have a plan.· It was

12· ·stated in the DEIS that we have a plan.· We do not

13· ·have a plan for redeveloping this property.· We were

14· ·not involved in determining the timelines here or

15· ·putting any of these concepts together.

16· · · · · · · · · ·We've been providing feedback, as any

17· ·owner of property in the city is allowed to do, and we

18· ·will continue to do that throughout this process.

19· ·We'll be submitting a comment letter on the DEIS and

20· ·hopefully we'll be able to continue to engage with

21· ·many of you, and hopefully answer a lot of the

22· ·questions or concerns that you have about what our

23· ·plans are.

24· · · · · · · · · ·I know a lot of people, including the

25· ·last couple speakers, want to see a plan from us.· We



·1· ·-- that is not where we're coming from.· We are not

·2· ·coming forward with a plan.· We need to see where the

·3· ·city is and where the community is and how that lines

·4· ·up with the vision document that we've seen and the

·5· ·market realities that we face as an owner and

·6· ·investor.

·7· · · · · · · · · ·So, I can't take questions, but I look

·8· ·forward to meeting and sitting down with a lot of you.

·9· ·Thanks.

10· · · · · · · · · ·MR. BENNETT:· Thank you, Mr. Gwilliam.

11· ·Next up, Randi Sibonga, and then Bart Shilvock, or

12· ·Shilvock.

13· · · · · · · · · ·MS. SIBONGA:· Close enough.· Hello.  I

14· ·have to start with just a comment.· I am humbled and

15· ·so proud to be part of this community that is so

16· ·clearly committed, intelligent, and caring about our

17· ·city.

18· · · · · · · · · ·I'm very disappointed that members of

19· ·the city council aren't here.· I think it's one thing

20· ·to hear our comments in a tape, see them aggregated in

21· ·some sort of matrix.· It's another thing for us to be

22· ·able to look them in the eye and have them be held

23· ·accountable for their positions on development of our

24· ·city.· Huge disappointment.

25· · · · · · · · · ·I live at 17410 44th Avenue Northeast,



·1· ·and I'm speaking tonight on behalf of the Lake Forest

·2· ·Park Stewardship Foundation.· I'm a board member

·3· ·there, and as responsible stewards in this community,

·4· ·we each read the very lengthy DEIS.· We looked for

·5· ·things that you would expect to see in an

·6· ·environmental impact statement.

·7· · · · · · · · · ·We looked for a consideration of

·8· ·significant environmental impacts and their

·9· ·mitigation.· We looked for reasonable density and

10· ·height, green, sustainable building practices and

11· ·materials, and lead certified kinds of construction,

12· ·amenities for the public like enhancements of nearby

13· ·streams, tree cover, walking paths, plantings of

14· ·native plants.

15· · · · · · · · · ·We looked for impact fees to defray

16· ·the higher cost to our infrastructure from increased

17· ·density and conservation efforts of our natural

18· ·resources.

19· · · · · · · · · ·But this DAES -- DEIS raises more

20· ·questions than it provides answers for.· It read like

21· ·a position paper that advocated for maximum density

22· ·and rapid implementation rather than unbiased,

23· ·meaningful evaluation of the site and the project that

24· ·was proposed on it.

25· · · · · · · · · ·There were over, as far as I can tell,



·1· ·$500,000 that this city has spent on consultants in

·2· ·the last several years, and this is the product that

·3· ·we get.· Hugely disappointing.· What we really want to

·4· ·see is meaningful involvement with the citizenry.

·5· · · · · · · · · ·We urge the city to slow this process

·6· ·down.· There's so much at stake.· We have a fragile

·7· ·ecosystem.· We have a community that has really strong

·8· ·views about what we want our cultural and our city hub

·9· ·to look like, and we know our city government has, as

10· ·part of its framework in the 2016 to 2020 strategic

11· ·plan, a healthy environment.

12· · · · · · · · · ·This is the opportunity for our city

13· ·to actually walk their talk.· Let's come up with some

14· ·lead practices, some green, sustainable construction

15· ·programs, and some reasonable ideas on density and

16· ·height.

17· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you very much.

18· · · · · · · · · ·MR. BENNETT:· Thank you, Ms. Sibonga.

19· ·(Inaudible.)· Then, Lawrence Goldman.

20· · · · · · · · · ·MR. SHILVOCK:· Good evening.· I'm Bart

21· ·Shilvock, a 25-year member of the Lake Forest Park

22· ·community, and I want to add my voice to Jean, Paul

23· ·and Doug, as fellow member of the vision task force

24· ·appointed by the mayor and speak out against

25· ·particularly alternatives two and three, which are



·1· ·completely out of scope for the needs of the

·2· ·community, the community's character, or the inputs

·3· ·that have been expressed throughout this process by

·4· ·the community.

·5· · · · · · · · · ·I also take offense to the way that

·6· ·the document was written.· It felt very much to me

·7· ·that alternative one was dismissed out of hand and was

·8· ·written in a way that the community would reject that

·9· ·and immediately gravitate towards one of the higher

10· ·density alternatives.

11· · · · · · · · · ·It's not clear to me or to anyone that

12· ·I have talked to yet where the number 700 came from.

13· ·To me, it's a number that's above what we should be

14· ·doing and what past studies have indicated we should

15· ·be doing.

16· · · · · · · · · ·I also have a little bit of trouble

17· ·with the language of when we talk about open space.

18· ·When we talk about something that could be counted as

19· ·open space, a rooftop, a festival street, that, in

20· ·reality, is going to double up as park -- credit for

21· ·parking, but it's not the kind of useable open space

22· ·that's light and bright and planned and purposeful,

23· ·that we all, I think, envisioned as part of a

24· ·community that came together to put this -- to put not

25· ·only this document, but this vision that represents so



·1· ·many of your inputs.

·2· · · · · · · · · ·I'm going to save the rest of my

·3· ·comments, really, for written, because it would go on

·4· ·much too longer -- much too long.

·5· · · · · · · · · ·The last thing I would like to say is

·6· ·to echo so many of you in talking about the process,

·7· ·particularly from this point going forward.· To this

·8· ·point, I think we've done a lot of things right.  I

·9· ·think getting community input and having lots of

10· ·participation has really been a great thing.

11· · · · · · · · · ·And I -- I applaud the council for

12· ·doing that, but to allow one month from this point

13· ·forward or six weeks, and we're hearing tonight that

14· ·the planning commission isn't even going to have a

15· ·time -- a opportunity to comment on this, it's insane.

16· · · · · · · · · ·And if -- if our schedule's being

17· ·driven by Sound Transit and their schedule, I think

18· ·that we ought to consider decoupling that part of this

19· ·from the process and vote on code amendments and make

20· ·decisions on code amendments related to the parking

21· ·garage and spend the time that it takes to get this

22· ·right going forward.· And it's going to be a lot more

23· ·than one month.

24· · · · · · · · · ·I thank you all for coming out

25· ·tonight.· Some great input, and I think I'm going to



·1· ·also echo Randi's comments that I think the city

·2· ·council would have benefited a lot from feeling the

·3· ·energy and feeling the passion behind those comments

·4· ·today.

·5· · · · · · · · · ·MR. BENNETT:· Thank you, Mr. Shilvock.

·6· ·Lawrence Goldman.· Probably going to mess this one up.

·7· ·Ann Udalog.

·8· · · · · · · · · ·MS. UDALOG:· Yes yes.

·9· · · · · · · · · ·MR. BENNETT:· Okay.

10· · · · · · · · · ·MR. GOLDMAN:· Good evening.· Thank you

11· ·for hosting this meeting.· I want to kind of provide a

12· ·perspective thinking about the region as a whole.· We

13· ·live in Lake Forest Park.· We don't live in Lake

14· ·Forest Island.· If you look at the entire region, it's

15· ·booming economically, number of people.

16· · · · · · · · · ·This is one of the fastest growing

17· ·metropolitan areas in the entire country.· Where are

18· ·those people going to live?· Over the last few years,

19· ·housing costs have skyrocketed.· Now they've come back

20· ·-- come back down a little bit recently, but compared

21· ·to a few years ago, they are really high.

22· · · · · · · · · ·If someone, a young adult, could not

23· ·afford a house a few years ago, they're even further

24· ·from being able to own a house now.· And so what I

25· ·would like to know is what -- what is there going to



·1· ·be in these plans for affordable housing?· How are you

·2· ·going to make sure that people of all economic levels

·3· ·are able to live?

·4· · · · · · · · · ·In the region there is an enormous

·5· ·homelessness crisis.· You know, where are those people

·6· ·going to live?· And I think we need to keep in mind

·7· ·the bigger picture in terms of what we're developing.

·8· ·How are we going to serve the city, how are we going

·9· ·to serve the region as a whole.

10· · · · · · · · · ·Green space is hugely important.

11· ·That's the forests and the park in Lake Forest Park.

12· · · · · · · · · ·It seems to me that if you're keeping

13· ·the density and the growth in one relatively

14· ·constrained area, that leaves more trees.· And so, I

15· ·would like to see a comparison.· If you have more

16· ·development within the town center, compare that to

17· ·with developing these mother-in-law units around the

18· ·entire city.· You know, which of those options, how

19· ·are they going to affect the tree canopy as a whole.

20· ·Those are things I'd like to see.

21· · · · · · · · · ·And, thank you for your time and for

22· ·listening to our comments.· Thank you.

23· · · · · · · · · ·MR. BENNETT:· Thank you, Mr. Goldman.

24· ·Ms. Udalog.

25· · · · · · · · · ·MS. UDALOY:· Udaloy.



·1· · · · · · · · · ·MR. BENNETT:· Udaloy.· Thank you.

·2· ·Sorry about that.

·3· · · · · · · · · ·MS. UDALOY:· Thank you.· No, you did

·4· ·well.

·5· · · · · · · · · ·Hi.· I'm Ann Udaloy.· I have been a

·6· ·resident of the town for --

·7· · · · · · · · · ·MR. BENNETT:· I take credit right

·8· ·there.

·9· · · · · · · · · ·MS. UDALOY:· -- 20 years, and I can't

10· ·claim to have been a resident and daughter and

11· ·granddaughter of early settlers, but my family goes

12· ·back to the 1680s in New England.

13· · · · · · · · · ·And I just point out that one of our

14· ·first ancestors built a log mill in an area that

15· ·became known as Goss Town, because his name was Goss,

16· ·and Goth -- Goss Town looks real different now than it

17· ·did in the 1680s.· Really different.

18· · · · · · · · · ·So, everyone in this room has done a

19· ·great job of articulating the concerns of people who

20· ·can make it to this meeting.· I'm just going to take a

21· ·minute and articulate concerns of people who aren't in

22· ·this room, because I know a lot of them.

23· · · · · · · · · ·I've got a 20-something son who's home

24· ·caring for our grandfather, who's almost 96.· We

25· ·happen to live in one of the incredibly few houses in



·1· ·Lake Forest Park where I can put a wheelchair ramp in

·2· ·and get him into the house.· Where do elders live?

·3· · · · · · · · · ·I have two sons who have moved out of

·4· ·Lake Forest Park and aren't coming back, because they

·5· ·can't afford half million plus for our little

·6· ·three-bedroom home, which, frankly, is not a

·7· ·particularly great house.· Half a million bucks for

·8· ·this piece?· Where are they going to live?

·9· · · · · · · · · ·Lake Forest Park, when it started,

10· ·there were a whole lot of covenants on the properties.

11· ·All the lakeshore properties were developed with

12· ·covenants.· Blacks were only allowed to be there if

13· ·they were servants.· No agents need apply.

14· · · · · · · · · ·A lot of the properties in Lake Forest

15· ·Park were developed with covenants, a lot of people

16· ·not in this room, because they were never allowed to

17· ·be third generation owners of land in this community.

18· ·So, we do need to have some form of development.

19· · · · · · · · · ·I agree, a 60-day window for

20· ·evaluating a development EIS is quite short.· It

21· ·doesn't seem entirely reasonable.· And the idea of

22· ·decoupling the process from the Sound Transit seems

23· ·very reasonable.· However, we have to talk about

24· ·housing, we have to talk about development, and we

25· ·have to come up with something other than, not here.



·1· · · · · · · · · ·We can't put all the dense development

·2· ·beside the Lucky Lady.· We can't put all the

·3· ·development around the periphery of the town.· People

·4· ·need to live near transit.· I would love to be able to

·5· ·get to Lake Forest Park Town Center and take a bus

·6· ·into town, but I'm not supposed to park there.· I'd

·7· ·like parking.· The bus that went by my house was

·8· ·eliminated 20 years ago.

·9· · · · · · · · · ·So, I want some level of development.

10· ·I want better transit.· I want a place where I can use

11· ·mass transit effectively, even though I live two and a

12· ·half miles from city center, and I know that change is

13· ·coming.· It should be thoughtful change, but it

14· ·shouldn't start with, not in my backyard.

15· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you.

16· · · · · · · · · ·MR. BENNETT:· Thank you, Ms. Udaloy.

17· ·That's all I have for people who are listed and wanted

18· ·to comment, and if we missed you somehow or you've had

19· ·a change of heart, please get a note up to me or

20· ·something, but in the meantime, our mayor, I think,

21· ·wants to make a couple of comments.

22· · · · · · · · · ·MAYOR JOHNSON:· I just want to say,

23· ·thank you.· I know this is a tough thing.· I've, you

24· ·know -- there's a lot going on, and I understand that.

25· ·I appreciate immensely this room's hot, this room's



·1· ·not big enough.· I do believe you're all going to have

·2· ·a chance to stand up and talk to the council about

·3· ·this, and I will see if we can somehow move that to

·4· ·the school, probably, or something.

·5· · · · · · · · · ·We're all worried about everything,

·6· ·and I worry every day.· I'm just like you.· I did

·7· ·raise my kids here.· I live here.· As you all know, I

·8· ·ran for council and mayor, because I was like a good

·9· ·(inaudible).· That's just how I feel.

10· · · · · · · · · ·That's just the way it is, but we are

11· ·doing -- I want to say this about the council.

12· ·They're working really hard.· You have a good council.

13· ·I don't know where the disconnect comes.· I believe

14· ·they feel like they've done more outreach and more

15· ·talking to people than they've done on any project

16· ·ever in the city.

17· · · · · · · · · ·I'm sorry some people are disappointed

18· ·in the EIS.· I have seen both sides.· Unfortunately,

19· ·I'm your mayor, so I don't vote on anything.· I just,

20· ·I'm here to kind of make sure the city runs every day,

21· ·but I do really appreciate you guys taking your time.

22· ·I appreciate everybody being respectful to everybody's

23· ·opinions and what they got going on.

24· · · · · · · · · ·We will move this forward.  I

25· ·understand, I heard everything.· I've been here the



·1· ·whole night.· I haven't just walked in for the last 10

·2· ·minutes.· I've been standing back there.· So I really,

·3· ·really appreciate all your opinions.· We got them all

·4· ·down; we taped them.· You're going to have more

·5· ·chance.

·6· · · · · · · · · ·I really thank Steve and all the

·7· ·staff, all you guys, thank you for all the work you

·8· ·do.· There is a lot of hours, a lot of time, but

·9· ·believe me, I am -- I worry about that too.

10· · · · · · · · · ·I worry about the two state highways

11· ·coming through.· I made this speech before.· Nobody up

12· ·north up in Monroe or any town above us cares about

13· ·how much traffic comes through Lake Forest Park, and

14· ·every day we live it and now we're dealing with

15· ·cut-through traffic.

16· · · · · · · · · ·We're dealing with things, and if you

17· ·don't think the mayor cares about the environment, I'm

18· ·the first mayor that's ever wanted to clean up the

19· ·creek at Ballinger, and I'm going to get that done and

20· ·we are going to dig some roads and we need trees and

21· ·we're all in together.

22· · · · · · · · · ·So, thanks for everything you do and

23· ·thanks for being great citizens and we will continue

24· ·this process forward.· And on your way out, I'd like

25· ·to give you a cookie, but we don't (inaudible).· You



·1· ·guys have a great night.

·2· · · · · · · · · ·Thanks for everything.

·3· · · · · · · · · ·(END OF TRANSCRIPTION)
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·1· · · · · · · · · · · · · --oOo--


·2


·3· · · · · · · · (BEGINNING OF TRANSCRIPTION)


·4· · · · · · · · · ·MR. BENNETT:· Thank you, Mandy.· If


·5· ·you'd turn the podium back to the way it was, I


·6· ·appreciate that.


·7· · · · · · · · · ·FEMALE VOICE:· Yes.


·8· · · · · · · · · ·MR. BENNETT:· So we have about 25


·9· ·people already signed up who have indicated they want


10· ·to speak, so we're going to limit the amount of time


11· ·per speaker to three minutes.


12· · · · · · · · · ·There are more sign-up sheets in the


13· ·back if you would still like to speak.· One of Ms.


14· ·Roberts' team will come back and collect the remaining


15· ·sheets if you have had a change of heart on that


16· ·issue.


17· · · · · · · · · ·There's some ground rules.· You cannot


18· ·save time to someone else.· Everybody has three


19· ·minutes, and you'll see a blinking green light, which


20· ·means you have one minute left when you're up there,


21· ·and then at 30 seconds left you'll have a -- the light


22· ·turns yellow.


23· · · · · · · · · ·So if somebody else has spoken before


24· ·you and you agree with what they say, you can just


25· ·say, I agree with so-and-so, and that would be a
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·1· ·perfectly legitimate comment.


·2· · · · · · · · · ·Please be respectful of your fellow


·3· ·citizens' time.· If you go over your time or you


·4· ·applaud, you're taking away someone else's time to be


·5· ·heard and you're interfering with other citizens'


·6· ·rights to hear all the points that are being


·7· ·represented tonight.


·8· · · · · · · · · ·So I'm going to call out names in


·9· ·order of what the sheets I have here.· I'll call out


10· ·two names, and the second person should be getting


11· ·near the podium and ready to speak at the close of the


12· ·remarks of the person just before them.


13· · · · · · · · · ·So first to speak would be Amparo


14· ·Rosen, and then Julian Anderson.· Amparo.


15· · · · · · · · · ·MS. ROSEN:· Good evening.· I live in


16· ·Sheridan Beach, and this has been quite the process.


17· ·One of the things that comes to mind when I see all of


18· ·this is Lake Forest Park is small, and I think of


19· ·infrastructure, and when I was reading through the


20· ·material there was an aquifer, is what Lake Forest


21· ·Park's uses, and the sewer impact has not been


22· ·currently -- is not currently known.


23· · · · · · · · · ·So I think before I go to building


24· ·something, I would like to have a very clear picture


25· ·of how they plan to do the infrastructure to support
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·1· ·this new building.


·2· · · · · · · · · ·MR. BENNETT:· Thank you, Ms. Rosen.


·3· ·Julian Anderson, and then Dale Cote.


·4· · · · · · · · · ·MR. ANDERSON:· Good evening.· Just for


·5· ·the record, I'm opposed to alternative two and three,


·6· ·and they're both pretty huge.· I favor alternative


·7· ·one, and some of its details might have to be looked


·8· ·at, but I recognize that the maximum height on the


·9· ·southern half of the property is lower in alternative


10· ·one than it is on the northern side.


11· · · · · · · · · ·But my comment is really more


12· ·generalized.· Much of what I have read and heard at


13· ·meetings begins with a vision, like what you heard


14· ·tonight, that our community will benefit by the


15· ·amenities that will be required in any redevelopment


16· ·of the town center, amenities such as enlarged tree


17· ·canopy, a park around Lyon Creek, generous public open


18· ·space, more vibrant retail offers, more diverse


19· ·housing stock, even affordable housing, et cetera.


20· · · · · · · · · ·This vision winds up with a conclusion


21· ·that the impacts of some greater density negative


22· ·impacts at the town center is the price for all these


23· ·desirable amenities, but in the draft code amendments


24· ·and some of the EIS alternatives and in some of the


25· ·meetings I have attended, I hear a different tune, a
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·1· ·tune that begins with doing what's necessary to


·2· ·attract a developer and minimizing the costs and


·3· ·inconveniences of requirements that may lessen the


·4· ·developer's interests or profitability.


·5· · · · · · · · · ·Two days ago, at the council's


·6· ·community of the whole meeting, this is an example, a


·7· ·council member brought up an impact discussed in the


·8· ·EIS, a question about the adequacy of the water supply


·9· ·for alternatives two and three, with their many


10· ·residential units.


11· · · · · · · · · ·Water to this whole site is provided


12· ·by the Lake Forest Park Water District, and they have


13· ·their own plan for capital improvements, but the DEIS


14· ·information makes the adequacy of water supply


15· ·question a reasonable concern.


16· · · · · · · · · ·Discussion at that meeting ensued, but


17· ·it ended after one of the consultants present said


18· ·that the water district has Inn if inner ties to other


19· ·water systems and could easily open the gates to those


20· ·cross-connections and acquire water from elsewhere to


21· ·fully supply even alternative three.


22· · · · · · · · · ·Many in Lake Forest Park place high


23· ·value on the pure artesian water provided by this


24· ·water district, which is not degraded by the residues


25· ·of chemical treatments or additions.
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·1· · · · · · · · · ·The consultant's remark was tone deaf,


·2· ·deaf to the community's tune.· This is just a recent


·3· ·example of the tune that views desired amenities as a


·4· ·burden on development, not as the fundamental reason


·5· ·to even consider redevelopment.


·6· · · · · · · · · ·I hope the council members recognize


·7· ·this unwelcome tune and resist it.


·8· · · · · · · · · ·MR. BENNETT:· Thank you, Mr. Anderson.


·9· ·Next up, Dale Cote, and then Barbara Sharkey.


10· · · · · · · · · ·MR. COTE:· Hi.· Good evening.· Thank


11· ·you.· I'll begin, my name is Dale Cote.· My wife and I


12· ·have lived here for 26 years, and my wife actually was


13· ·born and raised in Lake Forest Park.


14· · · · · · · · · ·We're excited about the possibility of


15· ·redevelopment and revitalization of the town center.


16· ·We do believe there could be improvements.· However, a


17· ·couple things to note.


18· · · · · · · · · ·I was a member of the task force that


19· ·resulted in the current zoning of the town center


20· ·alternative one.· I'd like to note that the number of


21· ·housing units resulting from that task force is much


22· ·different than the number of units proposed in


23· ·alternative one that we see in the -- in this


24· ·proposal.


25· · · · · · · · · ·There's no explanation for the change,
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·1· ·so that would be a question.· The city's promoting


·2· ·alternative one as no change.· The marketing of


·3· ·alternative one as no change is incorrect.· Based on


·4· ·that number of housing units allowed, it implies that


·5· ·the town center will remain exactly as it is today,


·6· ·resulting in misleading the community into supporting


·7· ·only alternative two and alternative three.


·8· · · · · · · · · ·After all, no change means it's going


·9· ·to be as is.· I would suggest marketing alternative


10· ·one as current zoning.· The remainder of my comments


11· ·really have to do with traffic and I'll -- I'll


12· ·address some other concerns in a written form.


13· · · · · · · · · ·The potential of adding 1,500 to 1,700


14· ·units to the town center without extensive traffic


15· ·study on both the town center and surrounding


16· ·neighborhoods is irresponsible.· Neighborhoods are


17· ·currently experiencing cut-through traffic attempting


18· ·to get in and out of the town center during peak


19· ·hours, and attempting to access Bothell Way is a


20· ·significant challenge currently.


21· · · · · · · · · ·The ability to safely walk


22· ·neighborhoods and the town center is increasingly


23· ·dangerous due to the current traffic issues.· The fire


24· ·station has also noted the challenge of exiting to


25· ·access emergency calls in -- is currently a problem.
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·1· · · · · · · · · ·How does adding 1,500 to 1,700 units


·2· ·plus a 300 parking garage -- 300 cars have to drive to


·3· ·the garage, with an increased number of buses to bring


·4· ·more people to light rail, how does that not


·5· ·drastically impact traffic?


·6· · · · · · · · · ·From this draft environmental impact


·7· ·statement, chapter 3, page 8, fire department reports


·8· ·concerns about congestion on access in front of the


·9· ·station.· What is the specific plan to address this


10· ·safety issue?


11· · · · · · · · · ·Chapter 3, section 3.5, page 71,


12· ·traffic operations at the intersection surrounding the


13· ·town center could be affected by increased development


14· ·at the town center.· That could occur with


15· ·implementation of alternative analysis in this EIS.


16· ·The study does not show traffic impact cut-through on


17· ·surrounding roads and neighborhoods and pedestrian


18· ·safety.· This needs to be studied.


19· · · · · · · · · ·And then, finally -- I got to hurry


20· ·here.· My red light's up.· So, in addition, from the


21· ·DEIS, bringing residents into the proximity with


22· ·shopping services in town center can also reduce the


23· ·overall number of car trips in the community and


24· ·region.· This should be reduced, the overall vehicle


25· ·travel miles in the region, bringing a variety of
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·1· ·other positive results such as less traffic congestion


·2· ·on highways and -- and arterials.


·3· · · · · · · · · ·This is a ridiculous statement.


·4· ·Thinking that bringing 1,700 units, naively they'll


·5· ·only bring one car, and adding a 300 car garage along


·6· ·with more buses, will reduce traffic congestion is


·7· ·absolutely absurd.· I just ask that we study it more


·8· ·closely.


·9· · · · · · · · · ·Thanks.


10· · · · · · · · · ·MR. BENNETT:· Thank you, Mr. Cote.


11· ·Next up is Barb Sharkey, and then Julia Bent.


12· · · · · · · · · ·MS. SHARKEY:· Thank you.· I'm Barbara


13· ·Sharkey.· I'm here with my, a picture's worth a


14· ·thousand words.· I'll try to be brief.· The -- oh, I


15· ·have to read that.· Thank you.


16· · · · · · · · · ·The proposed buildings are way out of


17· ·scale for the area.· They will literally block the


18· ·sun, as was mentioned.· I was glad that I had the


19· ·right idea.· From October to March you can see the


20· ·buildings, 85, 75, 65.· Here is me and my husband down


21· ·here, five and a half feet, six feet.· We are not


22· ·going to see the sun if you live there.


23· · · · · · · · · ·The low lying area of the mall is the


24· ·basin for all the water coming from all three


25· ·directions, trying to flow into Lake Washington.· It
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·1· ·is a wetlands.· The crows have institutional memory


·2· ·that it is a wetlands, and even if 50 years ago


·3· ·construction changed the soil composition underneath,


·4· ·that was to support a parking lot, not these huge


·5· ·buildings.


·6· · · · · · · · · ·In 2015, we successfully fixed our


·7· ·flooding problems with the culverts, disrupting the


·8· ·natural underground springs that (unintelligible) the


·9· ·area will just make matters worse again.· It is a


10· ·wetlands.


11· · · · · · · · · ·Talking about the traffic and access.


12· ·About six cars right now can exit the mall on each


13· ·left turn green light down by Starbucks.· The backup


14· ·begins about 4:00 each afternoon.· Even if you add


15· ·another lane there and also (unintelligible) going on


16· ·to Ballinger, it won't be enough to get even the 300


17· ·cars from the parking garage into and out of the mall,


18· ·much less another 7 to 800 cars associated with this


19· ·many residential units.· Thank you.


20· · · · · · · · · ·MR. BENNETT:· Thank you, Ms. Sharkey.


21· ·Next up, Julia Bent and then Jean Robbins.


22· · · · · · · · · ·MS. BENT:· Thank you.· I'm speaking


23· ·tonight as a private citizen, but I do note that as a


24· ·tree board member, I do have a particular interest in


25· ·trees.
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·1· · · · · · · · · ·The alternatives presented here do not


·2· ·provide much in the way of green space.· Presumably,


·3· ·the proposed departments are designed, at least in


·4· ·part, for families.· Where are the children from these


·5· ·families going to play?· There are two nearby parks,


·6· ·Whispering Willows and Blue Heron, but they are small


·7· ·and hardly capable of providing a meaningful outdoor


·8· ·experience for children of any age.


·9· · · · · · · · · ·Children in urban areas are thought by


10· ·many to suffer from nature deficit disorder.· The


11· ·alternatives don't address this issue in any


12· ·significant way.· The little bit of proposed green


13· ·space along and spanned in Lyons Creek is totally


14· ·insufficient.· I wonder about the amount of mitigating


15· ·trees, shrubs, and open space in general.


16· · · · · · · · · ·In the DEIS, chapter 4.2 pays lip


17· ·service to problems of storm water management, to


18· ·follow up on the previous comment, by and they -- and


19· ·in this chapter rain gardens and impervious pavements


20· ·are mentioned in passing, but I did not see any


21· ·indication of these amenities, especially rain gardens


22· ·in these plans.· I didn't see any space where they


23· ·could go.


24· · · · · · · · · ·As a tree lover, it seems to me the


25· ·trees sketched in on the plans are rigidly placed in
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·1· ·rows, not simulated in any way the forest in Lake


·2· ·Forest Park.


·3· · · · · · · · · ·At a minimum, a play area with at


·4· ·least one grove of trees, shrubs, and some open space


·5· ·should be included in any design, and in addition to


·6· ·placing disbursed trees to mitigate the hardcapes.


·7· · · · · · · · · ·Trees are valuable.· They filter storm


·8· ·water, and they do cut down CO2 emissions.· They


·9· ·provide shade, et cetera, et cetera.· We all know


10· ·their benefits.


11· · · · · · · · · ·This is necessary to maintain some


12· ·semblance of the green nature of Lake Forest Park that


13· ·Lake Forest Park residents moved here to enjoy.


14· · · · · · · · · ·Such a space could also provide a


15· ·meaningful natural place for children to recreate and


16· ·experience at least a small sliver of the natural


17· ·world that we in this city profess to treasure.


18· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you.


19· · · · · · · · · ·MR. BENNETT:· Thank you very much, Ms.


20· ·Bent.· Now, Jean Robbins, and then Doug Mitchell.


21· · · · · · · · · ·MS. ROBBINS:· Hi.· Am I being recorded


22· ·for the city council?· Tell me who's hearing me.


23· · · · · · · · · ·MR. BENNETT:· We're recording for use


24· ·in writing the (unintelligible).


25· · · · · · · · · ·MS. ROBBINS:· All right.
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·1· · · · · · · · · ·MR. BENNETT:· So everybody would have


·2· ·the (inaudible).


·3· · · · · · · · · ·MS. ROBBINS:· I'm Jean Robbins, and I


·4· ·was a member of the mayor's task force for the vision


·5· ·plan, which was a culmination of all the hearings and


·6· ·participation meetings you attended, and then we were


·7· ·selected from various areas of your city to represent


·8· ·very different areas.


·9· · · · · · · · · ·I have to say, I'm very nervous about


10· ·speaking, so I was advised -- I thought I was talking


11· ·to the council.· I was advised to just envision them


12· ·as naked, so now I have to envision all of you as


13· ·naked.· Sorry about that.· At least it's a warm night.


14· · · · · · · · · ·I feel there's a great disconnect


15· ·between the vision plan here, this beautiful vision


16· ·plan, which Mandy really did a great job with, and we


17· ·really appreciated her leadership on that, but there's


18· ·a big disconnect between this beautiful vision plan,


19· ·which is all of your ideas culminated, and the DEIS


20· ·plans.


21· · · · · · · · · ·During our meetings, housing units,


22· ·housing unit numbers were not discussed.· At one


23· ·point, a number of 850 units was thrown out and we all


24· ·gasped, but we were told not to worry.· It would never


25· ·be that high.· And so, it's clearly different now.
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·1· · · · · · · · · ·So, now we're looking at the


·2· ·possibility of 700 or 1,000 units, and even maybe


·3· ·1,500 housing units.· That's way different than 551


·4· ·units.· We are feeling quite deceived in a way when


·5· ·looking at the city's comprehensive plan.· Where the


·6· ·heck did these housing numbers come from?


·7· · · · · · · · · ·The Growth Management Act, with a 20


·8· ·-- with a prospective to 2035, concluded again these


·9· ·lower housing unit numbers and then you add in this


10· ·bonus clause, which again, we never heard of at the


11· ·task force.· We have no idea where that came from and


12· ·it's really not clear how that gets employed.


13· · · · · · · · · ·So instead of 700 units, now we're up


14· ·to 1,000 because of this bonus plan that we've never


15· ·heard of.· Some may say that this plan is outdated,


16· ·but in reality, where's the data to make these changes


17· ·in Lake Forest?


18· · · · · · · · · ·It seems that we are -- this plan --


19· ·these plans are for a speculative developer, not the


20· ·citizens who came to the community meetings and shared


21· ·their hopes, and yet we have no data for what


22· ·(unintelligible) desires.


23· · · · · · · · · ·Where is the data to indicate the


24· ·housing needs?· There has never been a clear survey of


25· ·the number of seniors in the city who might want to
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·1· ·have lived in an apartment at the town center, and for


·2· ·those who embrace aging here, how small might the


·3· ·apartments be?


·4· · · · · · · · · ·I have recently heard of the concept


·5· ·of pod units.· Is this really what our seniors want,


·6· ·given that many of our people in Lake Forest Park have


·7· ·the means to create something else for themselves and


·8· ·live outside of the city in another green area,


·9· ·perhaps?


10· · · · · · · · · ·I just want to close with saying that


11· ·the city of Seattle clearly is moving towards high


12· ·density, but even in the city of Seattle they are


13· ·making amendments for communities like Mount Baker,


14· ·Queen Anne, Crown Hill, so that where they're housing


15· ·single unit house -- single housing, whatever the term


16· ·is, that they are making amendments for that to


17· ·decrease the density there rather than increase the


18· ·density.


19· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you.


20· · · · · · · · · ·MR. BENNETT:· Thank you, Ms. Robbins.


21· · · · · · · · · ·MS. ROBBINS:· And you can all get


22· ·dressed again.


23· · · · · · · · · ·MR. BENNETT:· Next up is Doug


24· ·Mitchell, and after Mr. Mitchell will be Lorraine


25· ·Bodi.
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·1· · · · · · · · · ·MR. MITCHELL:· Hello.· My name is Doug


·2· ·Mitchell.· I live over on 26th Avenue in the west side


·3· ·of town, and along with Jean and some of my other


·4· ·colleagues here, I had the privilege of serving on the


·5· ·town center vision task force last year, and I'm


·6· ·grateful to Mayor Johnson for giving me that


·7· ·opportunity.


·8· · · · · · · · · ·I'll get right to my top bullet point.


·9· ·It looks to me like the work that went into the vision


10· ·document, not just by the task force, but by the


11· ·hundreds of people that showed for the various public


12· ·events that went into it, all that work just was left


13· ·by the wayside when this DEIS was developed.


14· · · · · · · · · ·I don't know a single person who was


15· ·involved in the process last year who said or wrote


16· ·anything that sounded like it would have supported


17· ·alternative two or three.· Everyone I have talked to


18· ·since the DEIS was published has been shocked at


19· ·what's proposed.


20· · · · · · · · · ·Last year, there was never any talk of


21· ·seven-story mixed use development.· There was never


22· ·any mention of adding 1,500 dwelling units.· This is


23· ·all new.· This has nothing to do with the vision


24· ·document that was supposed to be driving this entire


25· ·project.· The vision document contains a detailed set
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·1· ·of goals and policies.


·2· · · · · · · · · ·I'll skip the details tonight because


·3· ·so many people want to speak, but I don't see any


·4· ·references at all in the DEIS to any of the specific


·5· ·goals and policies of the vision document, not one.


·6· ·Not a single one.


·7· · · · · · · · · ·Frankly, it's hard for me to believe


·8· ·that the vision document, all the work that went into


·9· ·it by hundreds of citizens was taken seriously in


10· ·developing this document.


11· · · · · · · · · ·Okay.· On to another separate problem.


12· ·The city's 2015 comprehensive plan specifies a target


13· ·of 551 additional housing units city wide, out to


14· ·2035.· The three alternatives, as we all know by now,


15· ·provide for 700, 1,200, and 1,500 additional housing


16· ·units.


17· · · · · · · · · ·The DEIS talks briefly about the


18· ·discrepancy between these two numbers by saying of the


19· ·comp plan number, quote, these estimates are likely


20· ·now outdated, end quote.· Look, an EIS is a document


21· ·that's based on science and facts.· Statements like


22· ·this one, claiming that the target's codified in a


23· ·comp plan are likely outdated, really have no place in


24· ·an EIS.


25· · · · · · · · · ·If you want to override the growth
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·1· ·targets in the comp plan, you're going to have to come


·2· ·up with some facts, some data, and some evidence


·3· ·backing up your claims.


·4· · · · · · · · · ·Now, one more basic question is, why


·5· ·are alternatives two and three necessary to implement


·6· ·the vision which the citizens prepared last year?


·7· ·Mandy before asked us, tell us why you don't want


·8· ·1,500 houses.· I'm going to turn that around and say,


·9· ·who wants 1,500 housing units?· Where did that come


10· ·from?· None of the citizens wanted it in the entire


11· ·process last year.


12· · · · · · · · · ·There's just no justification


13· ·whatsoever for those numbers.· The DEIS, in my


14· ·opinion, should be completely revised with more


15· ·appropriate housing numbers and with a greater


16· ·attention to the goals and policies of the vision


17· ·document, which the citizens provided to you in good


18· ·faith and after a lot of hard work.


19· · · · · · · · · ·MR. BENNETT:· Thank you, Mr. Mitchell.


20· ·Next up is Lorraine Bodi, and then following Ms. Bodi,


21· ·David Jardine.· I apologize if I messed up your last


22· ·name.


23· · · · · · · · · ·MS. BODI:· Hi.· My name's Lorraine


24· ·Bodi, and I'm an environmental lawyer and a longtime


25· ·resident of Lake Forest Park.· I've worked on EISs,
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·1· ·and this is an important one, because this is the


·2· ·blueprint.· Have they tried to downplay that in the


·3· ·presentation?· This is the blueprint for what can


·4· ·happen over the next 20 or so years.· So it's


·5· ·important to get this right and get it consistent with


·6· ·the vision document.


·7· · · · · · · · · ·I'm so disappointed in this document.


·8· ·It so little reflects our critical Lake Forest Park


·9· ·values and vision.· It needs to be completely redone.


10· ·I agree with that comment.


11· · · · · · · · · ·I support further development at the


12· ·town center, and the current code and requirements and


13· ·vision document allow that to happen, but I want it to


14· ·be community oriented.· I want us to preserve the


15· ·commercial use for all of our citizens, and I want


16· ·residential use to be secondary to that.


17· · · · · · · · · ·I support residential use, but not as


18· ·the primary purpose.· I want this to be a town center


19· ·for us, a vibrant town center.· I don't want it to be


20· ·Lake City or Northgate.· We don't live in Lake Forest


21· ·Park because we want to be like Lake City and


22· ·Northgate.


23· · · · · · · · · ·I think the DEIS, for reasons many


24· ·people have mentioned, is short on transparency and


25· ·full disclosure on the key issues.· It's really
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·1· ·disingenuous on traffic, the availability of resident


·2· ·parking, infrastructure impacts, open space and public


·3· ·space.


·4· · · · · · · · · ·The inconsistency with the vision


·5· ·document, the characterization of alternative one as


·6· ·allowing far more development than the base code


·7· ·requires or allows, I mean, and more.· There are more


·8· ·issues like that.


·9· · · · · · · · · ·The key Lake Forest Park values the


10· ·needs that I think should be better addressed include


11· ·preserving the low rise character of the Lake Forest


12· ·Park community, so we don't look like Lake City and


13· ·Northgate or even worse.


14· · · · · · · · · ·I support alternative one, but with an


15· ·adjustment to reflect the base of the code and the


16· ·urban guidelines are not automatic.· That's a --


17· ·that's a separate process.· So let's go -- let's use


18· ·the current code and enhance it based on vision


19· ·documents.


20· · · · · · · · · ·I think we need meaningful open space


21· ·and green space.· I won't go into that.· Everyone's


22· ·talked about that.


23· · · · · · · · · ·I want to mention community meeting


24· ·space.· As I read the document, the community meeting


25· ·space that would now be on the roof of a parking
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·1· ·garage in this scenario.· So again, that's the kind of


·2· ·like weird things that consultants may write, but the


·3· ·people of Lake Forest Park would never write something


·4· ·like that.


·5· · · · · · · · · ·So I have to say, I value having --


·6· ·being able to park at the mall and not have to pay for


·7· ·it.· It makes me -- when I'm in a hurry or when I have


·8· ·a lot of things in the car, it makes me shop here.


·9· ·So, I think it's important to preserve that as well.


10· · · · · · · · · ·So one last thing.· This meeting is


11· ·ridiculous, that we have people standing outside when


12· ·the last meeting was standing room only too.


13· · · · · · · · · ·MR. BENNETT:· Thank you for your


14· ·comments.


15· · · · · · · · · ·MS. BODI:· I would just say, I used to


16· ·work for an agency and if we had a crowd like this, we


17· ·would be bringing in chairs all the way up here --


18· · · · · · · · · ·COLLECTIVE VOICES:· Yeah.


19· · · · · · · · · ·MS. BODI:· -- so that everyone could


20· ·come in or finding a different meeting location.


21· · · · · · · · · ·MR. BENNETT:· Thank you for your


22· ·comments, ma'am.


23· · · · · · · · · ·MS. BODI:· One last thing.· The


24· ·schedule is ridiculous.


25· · · · · · · · · ·MR. BENNETT:· All right.· So thank
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·1· ·you.· Next up is David Jardine, and then Jack Tonkin.


·2· · · · · · · · · ·MR. JARDINE:· Well, I think I can be


·3· ·brief.· I'm grateful for the two people who have


·4· ·participated in the vision process for providing the


·5· ·clarifying statements, because as I looked through the


·6· ·alternatives here, I thought, gee, that doesn't


·7· ·reflect, certainly, what I want and it doesn't reflect


·8· ·what anybody that I know in the community would want.


·9· · · · · · · · · ·How did we come up with this?· And I


10· ·think there seems to have been a major disconnect


11· ·between the vision process and the outcome.


12· · · · · · · · · ·We're presented now with three


13· ·alternatives and told we have to choose between those.


14· ·Alternative one, I think our mall could use some


15· ·improvement.· Alternatives two and three, 800 pound


16· ·gorilla in the room is where is all of this housing


17· ·density coming from and why is it all being put right


18· ·here.


19· · · · · · · · · ·I think that that needs to be


20· ·reconsidered.· I think that, really, rather than


21· ·having three not very good choices, we have the


22· ·opportunity to use some imagination, perhaps some of


23· ·the work that was in the vision document, and come up


24· ·with a really good and satisfactory alternative that


25· ·will work for the communities.· And I'd especially
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·1· ·encourage this group to do that.· Thanks.


·2· · · · · · · · · ·MR. BENNETT:· Thank you for your


·3· ·comment.· And now, Jack Tonkin, and then Paul Cronin.


·4· · · · · · · · · ·MR. TONKIN:· When I first became aware


·5· ·of what was going on, probably over a year ago, and I


·6· ·understand the need for a garage if the SC3 is going


·7· ·to pay for it and if we're really going to have a need


·8· ·for that kind of traffic.· So the garage makes sense.


·9· · · · · · · · · ·If we can locate it in a place and


10· ·make it so unobtrusive as possible, I guess I'm okay


11· ·with that, because it still allows our people to shop.


12· · · · · · · · · ·I also support the idea of what the


13· ·two forces coming together are, and that is there's a


14· ·lot of citizens who would like to downsize or would


15· ·live -- would like to live in the park.· There's


16· ·outsiders who would like to live in the park, and we


17· ·have made several attempts, clustered housing being


18· ·one of them, to accommodate that.


19· · · · · · · · · ·It makes more sense to me, if it's


20· ·attractive and if it's the right count, to have


21· ·housing or living conditions such as apartments within


22· ·the center, but I think what I see in two and three is


23· ·nothing of what our vision was back then.


24· · · · · · · · · ·And I've seen the council last year


25· ·pushing cluster housing, seven houses in a back lot,
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·1· ·and finally came to the conclusion in a


·2· ·(unintelligible) meeting that this maybe wasn't the


·3· ·vision that they had, and so they pushed it back to


·4· ·the planning commission for a review.


·5· · · · · · · · · ·And then subsequently, some on the


·6· ·council who are development minded tried to push the


·7· ·whole thing through with a less than quorum and our


·8· ·good mayor vetoed that.


·9· · · · · · · · · ·Now we're facing the same kind of a


10· ·scenario here again in housing and I think we should


11· ·ask the council if this is their vision and is this


12· ·the vision that they want, and this room is filled


13· ·with a lot of voters, and I encourage you to come to


14· ·the council when this comes to their attention and you


15· ·have an opportunity to put the heat there and ask


16· ·them, is this the vision they want, and let's hear it


17· ·out.· I want to hear that.


18· · · · · · · · · ·MR. BENNETT:· Thank you, Mr. Tonkin.


19· ·Next up is Paul Conin -- Cronin -- excuse me -- and


20· ·then Robyn Atkinson.


21· · · · · · · · · ·MR. CRONIN:· Good evening.· My name's


22· ·Paul Cronin.· I was also selected to sit on the vision


23· ·committee.· Doug and Jean have spoke before me.· I'd


24· ·like to -- there's been a lot of references to the


25· ·vision document that we were entrusted by the
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·1· ·communities to endorse, and so as a reminder, I


·2· ·thought I'd just read a few excerpts from that, from


·3· ·the sustainability section of Vision of the Future.


·4· · · · · · · · · ·The town center is more green than


·5· ·gray.· After all, Forest is our middle name.· From the


·6· ·same section as the Vision of the Future, buildings


·7· ·should be set back from the surrounding residential


·8· ·areas and from busy highways, corridors, and


·9· ·designated (unintelligible) stories that step back


10· ·from increase -- from heights that increase.


11· · · · · · · · · ·And I think the most important one in


12· ·the common theme I seem to hear tonight, retaining a


13· ·sense of scale akin to a village, a small town, not


14· ·too urban.· Thank you.


15· · · · · · · · · ·MR. BENNETT:· Thank you, Mr. Cronin --


16· ·excuse me -- and now is Robyn Atkinson, and then


17· ·Melissa Roberts.


18· · · · · · · · · ·MS. ATKINSON:· Hi.· I'm Robyn


19· ·Atkinson, and my family moved here in the mid 1920s,


20· ·so we've been around a while, and we've always been


21· ·troublemakers.· So, everything I wanted to say


22· ·everybody's already said.


23· · · · · · · · · ·I will add, that over this last week I


24· ·have made some phone calls, one to an extremely large


25· ·developer, presented the Lake Forest Park one, two,
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·1· ·and three and the timelines that the developer was


·2· ·asking for and our city council and they were


·3· ·incredulous.· They could not believe anybody would ask


·4· ·for these timelines and for this type of intense


·5· ·zoning for this area.


·6· · · · · · · · · ·So then I called a city manager, a


·7· ·small city in the south, bigger than Lake Forest Park,


·8· ·but not as about big as Burien, and I laid out the


·9· ·same scenario to them.· They were thunderstruck.· They


10· ·could not believe anybody would even try to get away


11· ·with this.


12· · · · · · · · · ·So, this is an unusual situation we


13· ·find ourselves in.· Our task force, years ago, put


14· ·together a plan that the city paid for.· Well


15· ·researched.· We had beautiful plans that everybody got


16· ·to look at, with livability here for 400 units, 400


17· ·fabulous new neighbors, and it's all gone.· That's not


18· ·even on the board out there.· It's only about what


19· ·this current developer would like to do.


20· · · · · · · · · ·So, I urge our council, that works


21· ·hard, and our planning department to rethink this.


22· ·Give us at least 90 days like everybody else gets to


23· ·look at the options.


24· · · · · · · · · ·And as far as traffic goes, when


25· ·Starbucks can hold all of us hostage.· If you think
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·1· ·1,500 residences, that might, might be 3,000 cars,


·2· ·won't make an impact, then you need a new algorithm,


·3· ·because that computer lied to you.


·4· · · · · · · · · ·I mean, let's face it, all of you that


·5· ·know the back roads, we take them in the morning,


·6· ·because Bothell Way shuts down from Kenmore to 145th,


·7· ·and if you're in landscaping, like I have been for the


·8· ·last 35 years, the crews are coming from the outlying


·9· ·areas for construction, landscaping, plumbing,


10· ·whatever, and they can't get through and it's our


11· ·clients that are paying that commute time at $50 an


12· ·hour per laborer.


13· · · · · · · · · ·So, please, there is not room for


14· ·those 1,500 units here, but with mother-in-law units,


15· ·we could squeeze them in somewhere around the park.


16· ·That way the money stays in the park, it stays with


17· ·the homeowner, and if you don't want a garden at your


18· ·house anymore, you can move into that lovely ATU or


19· ·AUD -- I forget the initials for it -- and garden in


20· ·someone else's yard and have your rent greatly


21· ·reduced.


22· · · · · · · · · ·That way the money stays in the park,


23· ·we continue to shop here at a lovely shopping center


24· ·that has interesting boutiques and fabulous food, and


25· ·only 400 new residences.· Thank you.
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·1· · · · · · · · · ·MR. BENNETT:· Thank you, Ms. Atkinson.


·2· ·Next up, Melissa Robertson, and then Ethan Robertson.


·3· · · · · · · · · ·MS. ROBERTSON:· My name is Melissa


·4· ·Robertson.· As you know from your many attempts to ask


·5· ·the community for input on dreams and visions of the


·6· ·town center, we are people who yern for opportunities


·7· ·to safely walk and bike in our neighborhoods, for


·8· ·nature preservation, and improvement and for authentic


·9· ·community building spaces.


10· · · · · · · · · ·You know that already.· We know that


11· ·about ourselves also, but when you say that you want


12· ·to improve the developmental prospects of our town's


13· ·center, you make me very nervous.· I want you to focus


14· ·on creating code recommendations that exceed our


15· ·quality of life right now.


16· · · · · · · · · ·We're not looking for green space and


17· ·open space in the buffers along the edges of the town


18· ·center or on the rooftop gardens or in festival


19· ·streets that mainly act as parking and traffic spaces,


20· ·adding up to 3.9 acres.· We're looking for actual


21· ·gathering spaces.


22· · · · · · · · · ·We don't want less.· We want more.· We


23· ·want to work together.· We want to know that our


24· ·elected officers and the consultants that we hired


25· ·aren't giving us lip service when they ask what we
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·1· ·want, but that they're working toward creating a


·2· ·purpose filled community at every opportunity.


·3· · · · · · · · · ·Please, bend over backwards for the


·4· ·people, not for the developers.


·5· · · · · · · · · ·MR. BENNETT:· Thank you Ms. Robertson.


·6· ·Next up is Ethan Robinson[sic], and then TJ Fudge.


·7· · · · · · · · · ·MS. ROBERTSON:· All right.· I'm going


·8· ·to read Ethan's comments for him.· This is him.


·9· · · · · · · · · ·Dear City Council, my mom goes to a


10· ·lot of meetings.· Some of them are at our house, and I


11· ·listen in from our loft.· Sometimes I play Legos or


12· ·read books during the meetings.


13· · · · · · · · · ·The last meeting was about our


14· ·neighborhood.· I love our town.· My favorite things


15· ·are Third Place Books, being able to ride my bike


16· ·around the neighborhood, and I like that there's more


17· ·nature here.· My family loves trees.· Please don't let


18· ·there be less nature.


19· · · · · · · · · ·I'm really looking forward to going to


20· ·the town center when I'm older and hang out with my


21· ·friends.· I'm seven years old, so it's going to be a


22· ·while before I get to hang out there, but my brother's


23· ·nine, so it's going to be sooner for him.· I see big


24· ·kids doing it all the time.


25· · · · · · · · · ·But have you met my mom?· She's a
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·1· ·little crazy, even though I know she loves me, so I


·2· ·don't think she would let us go if there were big


·3· ·traffic jams all the time, with tons of people.· Plus,


·4· ·why would we go there if there's no more Third Place


·5· ·or stores we like?


·6· · · · · · · · · ·Are you going to make any places for


·7· ·big kids to hang out?· I'm wondering what you're


·8· ·planning to have it look like.· I hope that it has


·9· ·lots of room to walk and ride my bike.· I hope it


10· ·could have a bigger library, with even more books and


11· ·stuff to do.· I'm dreaming of a skate park and a


12· ·robotic center, where we can build and fix things.


13· · · · · · · · · ·I also want to ask if you're really


14· ·going to take down the center soon?· Please do not.  I


15· ·really love the way it is now.


16· · · · · · · · · ·Let's see.· Come on, little...· It's


17· ·kind of hard for me to think about the future.· I'm


18· ·glad there are smart people working on this project.


19· ·Please think of me and my friends and my brother when


20· ·you're picking out what to do.· Sincerely, Ethan


21· ·Robertson.


22· · · · · · · · · ·MR. BENNETT:· Thank you, Ethan.  I


23· ·appreciate your thoughtful comments.· Next up is TJ


24· ·Fudge, and then Mike Dee.


25· · · · · · · · · ·MR. FUDGE:· Hello.· TJ Fudge.· And so,
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·1· ·I would say I'm definitely here as a person who


·2· ·supports development and the addition of units, but


·3· ·not in this way.· And in this way, I mean the process


·4· ·by which this is happening.


·5· · · · · · · · · ·So as a member of the planning


·6· ·commission, I am very distressed at the way this has


·7· ·been presented to the community in particular, this


·8· ·establishment of what I consider a false choice


·9· ·between alternatives one, two, and three, not


10· ·recognizing that alternative one, really when built


11· ·into it, has a whole range of units that could be


12· ·supported.· Not just 700, or, as the draft


13· ·environmental impact states, could it go even higher,


14· ·but also lower.


15· · · · · · · · · ·And I think that needs to be


16· ·communicated, as well as the fact that the 2005 task


17· ·force did a very good job of implementing a system


18· ·where there was specifics about, if development were


19· ·to occur, there would have to be the same things that


20· ·we identified in the vision statement; that is,


21· ·improvements to Lyon Creek, open space, the concerns


22· ·about parking and pedestrian, bicycle travel.


23· · · · · · · · · ·There seems to be an impression that


24· ·we're reinventing the wheel with this vision


25· ·statement, and while it does present an updated
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·1· ·vision, it is largely consistent with what went before


·2· ·and I don't think it's fair the way this presents it,


·3· ·that what is allowed under alternative one seems to be


·4· ·being presented as if we don't get the protections or


·5· ·the interests that are in the vision statement.


·6· · · · · · · · · ·And so, I as a planning commissioner


·7· ·am very frustrated with this process and I don't


·8· ·believe we should act further on this.


·9· · · · · · · · · ·Unfortunately, I've been told, due to


10· ·the rushed timeline, we will not even be able to issue


11· ·our typical recommendation to the city council, and so


12· ·I think the final point I'll make is that this is


13· ·process has been rushed.


14· · · · · · · · · ·MR. BENNETT:· Thank you, Mr. Fudge,


15· ·for your comment.· Next up is Mike Dee, and then


16· ·George Grantham.


17· · · · · · · · · ·MR. DEE:· Howdy.· Mike Dee here.


18· ·Thank you for the opportunity to comment tonight.


19· ·Thank you for everybody for coming out.


20· · · · · · · · · ·I've had an opportunity -- I know


21· ·you've had an opportunity to do this multiple times


22· ·already, 2004, 2005, and other times.


23· · · · · · · · · ·As far as a Open Public Meetings Act,


24· ·I do not feel this meeting has complied with it.


25· ·There was not an online agenda available for the
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·1· ·public 24 hours ahead of time.· Once again, it makes


·2· ·it difficult for the public to come to the meeting and


·3· ·be able to be prepared for it, knowing that maybe you


·4· ·have to show up early to look at displays and know


·5· ·that maybe there might be limited seating and all


·6· ·that.


·7· · · · · · · · · ·A number of the meetings that you do


·8· ·in this process, and we have consultant after


·9· ·consultant that continue to do this, there's different


10· ·processes, procedures, formats, and it makes it tough


11· ·for the public to prepare for it.· So I'd appreciate


12· ·that you try to comply with the Open Public Meetings


13· ·Act and let people know ahead of time.


14· · · · · · · · · ·As far as the draft environmental


15· ·impact statement and the town center vision document


16· ·that we keep hearing about, the process that -- some


17· ·concerns that I had with it.· The vision task force


18· ·was handpicked by the mayor from around the city.


19· ·That part was good as far as it being around the city,


20· ·but this is -- had -- this is a group that had all


21· ·their meetings in secret.


22· · · · · · · · · ·They were not public meetings.· They


23· ·were all off the record.· They did not have minutes or


24· ·agenda for the public.· Also during their meetings,


25· ·very few documents, if any documents, were available,
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·1· ·except for the public through the Public Records Act,


·2· ·because they are required through the Public Records


·3· ·Act through a public records request to provide


·4· ·certain documents.


·5· · · · · · · · · ·It has a bunch of good stuff in it,


·6· ·but the process was really -- was not appropriate, and


·7· ·I don't believe there was any public review or maybe a


·8· ·draft of the vision plan before it was presented.


·9· · · · · · · · · ·The fact sheet for your January 2019


10· ·Lake Forest Park Town Center Heart of the Community


11· ·Draft Environmental Impact Statement for the town


12· ·center plan starts out with -- it's on the first page


13· ·here, fact sheet page 1, and it's got very few facts


14· ·on it.


15· · · · · · · · · ·It does have the draft -- the date


16· ·draft EIS issued January 2, 2018.· So the very few


17· ·drafts -- very few facts it does have, it starts with


18· ·one that's incorrect.· It was not issued January 2,


19· ·2018.· So it makes me question a lot of the numbers


20· ·that are in here, and if it's been through some


21· ·correction or process or review.


22· · · · · · · · · ·I'm sure it probably has, but to start


23· ·out that way seems like a bad start or a start that


24· ·could be improved.


25· · · · · · · · · ·A lot of this environmental impact


Page 35
·1· ·stuff was covered at the last planning commission, and


·2· ·the last planning commission meeting conflicted with


·3· ·the legislative send-off where we tell the legislature


·4· ·what we want for our city and we thank them for all


·5· ·the good work they've done.· So I didn't have a chance


·6· ·to get some of that, because that went long and I


·7· ·missed the meeting.


·8· · · · · · · · · ·But thank you, everybody, that's done


·9· ·all the stuff you're doing and good luck and I hope


10· ·this turns out for you.· I'll stay around as long as I


11· ·can to help you.· And my time's up.· Thanks.


12· · · · · · · · · ·MR. BENNETT:· Thank you, Mr. Dee.


13· ·Next up, George Grantham, and then Jason Colberg.


14· · · · · · · · · ·MR. GRANTHAM:· My name is Grantham,


15· ·and I have lived in Lake Forest Park for about 20, 20


16· ·years.· I lived in the Seattle area all my life.· I'm


17· ·third generation in this area.· So, we really have


18· ·seen some changes.


19· · · · · · · · · ·I'd like to say, first off, that I


20· ·think people have brought up tremendous things here


21· ·that really need to be taken into consideration.


22· · · · · · · · · ·One thing I'd like to say is, when I


23· ·see in the plans two and three, and possibly even plan


24· ·one, we don't know what that would end up looking


25· ·like.· I see canyons and buildings with canyons.· Even
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·1· ·the festival street is maybe a little bit wider than


·2· ·some of the others, but it's still a canyon.


·3· · · · · · · · · ·I've visited Amsterdam not long ago,


·4· ·and in cities like that and Mexico, for instance, even


·5· ·in every little town, they have their plaza, and it's


·6· ·not a long, skinny valley between tall buildings.


·7· ·It's a -- it's a large rectangular square.


·8· · · · · · · · · ·In Amsterdam they have town squares in


·9· ·various places where they have markets, they have


10· ·playgrounds and so forth.· I think this would be a


11· ·great opportunity for us to have a similar area, with


12· ·the creek and vegetation on one side, pavement in part


13· ·of it, so forth.


14· · · · · · · · · ·The comment was made, everybody is


15· ·concerned about height.· I'm kind of thinking maybe we


16· ·ought to think out of the box.· We can't build taller


17· ·buildings than six stories because the fire code won't


18· ·let us?· What about in Seattle?· How do they get away


19· ·with it?


20· · · · · · · · · ·Instead of filling the whole place


21· ·with these sort of Soviet style apartment blocks, why


22· ·not two or three taller buildings with a lot of open


23· ·space in between?· Let's, you know, let's think out of


24· ·the box.· Let's think a little smaller.· Let's be


25· ·concerned about all these alternatives.· Let's go back
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·1· ·to the drawing board.


·2· · · · · · · · · ·I'm color vision challenged, so I


·3· ·can't tell what color the light is, but thanks a lot


·4· ·for (inaudible).


·5· · · · · · · · · ·MR. BENNETT:· Thank you, Mr. Grantham.


·6· ·Next up is Jason Colberg, and then Steve Beaty.· We


·7· ·only have two more speakers after that, so there are


·8· ·additional sign-up sheets in the back.


·9· · · · · · · · · ·If you've had a change of heart and


10· ·you'd like to speak, please sign one of those and one


11· ·of Ms. Roberts' team can go back there and check to


12· ·see if there are additional people who'd like to


13· ·speak.· I appreciate that.· So, Mr. Colberg.


14· · · · · · · · · ·MR. COLBERG:· Thank you.· So my focus


15· ·is on impact fees, and part of that is when I first


16· ·started getting involved with city governance about


17· ·five years ago, it was kind of midstream of planning


18· ·and process for the southern gateway, and I remember


19· ·one of the first things I ever read over was kind of a


20· ·visioning document, a lot of handwritten comments


21· ·about all the amenities and the things that people


22· ·wanted for the southern gateway.


23· · · · · · · · · ·My perspective on that is nothing has


24· ·come to a fruition in terms of that, that -- that


25· ·term, that large project that the city tackled, and as
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·1· ·far as I'm aware, there was never discussion, never


·2· ·consideration of impact fees that are alloted or


·3· ·allowed by the Growth Management Act.


·4· · · · · · · · · ·And the way I understand this -- and


·5· ·I'm not an expert in this, but the way I'm


·6· ·understanding it, is the growth impact -- or the


·7· ·impact fees might allow us the leverage and also the


·8· ·possible funding for the city to be putting -- having


·9· ·some money available to provide for the amenities that


10· ·we're wanting for both this property and some of the


11· ·other things we've...


12· · · · · · · · · ·One of the comments I read on Next


13· ·Door is the other districts, the water district, the


14· ·school district, fire school districts, don't have a


15· ·voice in terms of raising fees or having money coming


16· ·in, in which they'll need to provide services for


17· ·this.


18· · · · · · · · · ·So the impact fees are, I think,


19· ·something I know were mentioned around October or


20· ·November to the council during public comment.· Not by


21· ·me, by someone else, and then I'm not hearing or


22· ·reading or seeing anything else about those.


23· · · · · · · So that's something I think we need to be


24· ·really serious about, because I think the amount of


25· ·money, from what I can tell, is huge.· And to give
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·1· ·some example, my initial research, very basic, the


·2· ·range of impact fees runs from $3,600 per unit for the


·3· ·lowest amount that I have seen, to $20,000 per unit


·4· ·for the largest amount I've seen in Oakland,


·5· ·California.


·6· · · · · · · · · ·When I first started talking to people


·7· ·about this, is about 12 to $14,000 per unit.· So if


·8· ·we're looking even at $10,000 per unit times, you know


·9· ·-- I don't really want -- I don't want the 1,500 units


10· ·here either, but if we ended up that high, that


11· ·provide a lot of money for doing the things that we


12· ·want to do.


13· · · · · · · · · ·And maybe, I think, the biggest thing


14· ·is, instead of the multi-family tax exemption as what


15· ·I consider a nonincentive function, to look at the


16· ·impact fees as being the leverage tool that we really


17· ·can use to figure out how to get the open spaces that


18· ·-- everything, I mean, it's all -- the vision is


19· ·great.


20· · · · · · · · · ·It's a matter of implementing the


21· ·vision and having the tools to motivate primarily


22· ·Merlone Geier to do their job or to be players in the


23· ·system if they want to get something done here.


24· · · · · · · · · ·So that's it for me.· Thank you.


25· · · · · · · · · ·MR. BENNETT:· Thank you, Mr. Colberg.
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·1· ·Next up, Steve Beaty and then Jay Wheatley.


·2· · · · · · · · · ·MR. BEATY:· Hey.· Steve B., and I've


·3· ·only lived here for three or four years.· I have


·4· ·definitely embraced Lake Forest Park and


·5· ·Belawick[phonetic] and Shoreline.· Just a way better


·6· ·place to raise my kids, if you ask me.


·7· · · · · · · · · ·I have a couple of comments I wanted


·8· ·to make.· The first is about the concept of the master


·9· ·use plan, or the comprehensive land use plan.· I've


10· ·been watching the process evolve over several years,


11· ·And right now I believe that a master use plan or plan


12· ·of the -- of how the entire site would get built out


13· ·over time is a recommendation, not a requirement.


14· · · · · · · · · ·I would suggest, I would hope the


15· ·council would embrace the idea of making that a


16· ·requirement.· Obviously with this many components and


17· ·all the things, different players want to go into


18· ·this, open space and amenities, developer wants to put


19· ·in a lot of houses, there's a lot of different


20· ·components and in -- in any scenario, I think, it's


21· ·real easy to see the developer's going to build the


22· ·most profitable parts first and then put off the


23· ·amenities until they are -- until or put them off


24· ·indefinitely.


25· · · · · · · · · ·My in-laws moved to a planned
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·1· ·community when they retired and the developer had a


·2· ·huge plan for houses with little store centers and a


·3· ·playground and a whole bunch of stuff, and right after


·4· ·they finished with the houses, they went bust.


·5· · · · · · · · · ·So, I think that that's a possibility


·6· ·unless we have a comprehensive land use plan that's in


·7· ·place and gives some certainty to the developers, it


·8· ·gives certainty to all the people in this room, but


·9· ·the things you're asking for will happen over time and


10· ·that if the developer does sell to another owner or


11· ·changes management, that the things that we're asking


12· ·for will run with the land or at least we'll have a


13· ·little more certainty than otherwise.


14· · · · · · · · · ·So I hope that they'll make a


15· ·comprehensive land use plan a requirement.· And you


16· ·guys love this stuff because then you get to do a


17· ·whole bunch more consulting work.· More fees.


18· · · · · · · · · ·The second thing I'll try -- and I've


19· ·run out of time here, but I wanted to talk about the


20· ·timeline a little bit.· And I was -- as I watched


21· ·this, I know the process started in 2017.· We've had a


22· ·lot of time to talk about this.


23· · · · · · · · · ·Some people could say it started in


24· ·2005, but I think that the process is way, way too


25· ·rushed from this point.· To release the DEIS on the
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·1· ·2nd of January, and then have all the comments


·2· ·submitted, have them reviewed by the planning


·3· ·commission, have the city council consider the code


·4· ·adoptions that the consultants are writing and then


·5· ·adopt them in 60 days, gives no time for us to really


·6· ·take a good look at it.· I think it puts all of us


·7· ·(inaudible).


·8· · · · · · · · · ·I got one minute, and I'm going to


·9· ·tell you my reasons for thinking that this puts us at


10· ·risk.· Also, I think it puts the planning commission


11· ·at risk, puts the whole city at risk.


12· · · · · · · · · ·If the codes aren't written in a way


13· ·that's defensible and that is supported by the


14· ·residents, then when decisions are made on further


15· ·parts of the build-out, we're going to have the same


16· ·conflicts.· If we know what we're getting and we have


17· ·time look at it, we can get a plan that really works


18· ·for everybody, that's viable financially for the


19· ·developer.· All right.


20· · · · · · · · · ·Out of time.· Had more reasons.· Thank


21· ·you very much.


22· · · · · · · · · ·MR. BENNETT:· Thank you, Mr. Beaty.


23· ·Next up is Jay Wheatley, and then Roz Bird.


24· · · · · · · · · ·MR. WHEATLEY:· Hi.· I'm Jay Wheatley.


25· ·Thanks, everybody.
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·1· · · · · · · · · ·MR. BENNETT:· Okay.


·2· · · · · · · · · ·MR. WHEATLEY:· So I work down in the U


·3· ·District on Roosevelt, and the U District just


·4· ·recently completed the large rezoning of the U


·5· ·District, and that's all online.· It's really


·6· ·interesting to spend quite a bit of time rezoning the


·7· ·U District in anticipation of light rail coming.


·8· · · · · · · · · ·As you know, as you probably know,


·9· ·they're building a light rail station at Brooklyn as


10· ·well as one up at -- at 65th, and the building that I


11· ·work in is on Roosevelt.· It's at Scarecrow Video, if


12· ·anybody knows what that is.


13· · · · · · · · · ·I believe that you can only build 40


14· ·feet tall there, I think maybe 65 feet nearby.· That's


15· ·the kind of heights that the City of Seattle is


16· ·approving in the U District, right sandwiched between


17· ·two fixed rail light rail stations.


18· · · · · · · · · ·That's serious urban sort of stuff,


19· ·and the City of Seattle feels like, you know, 40 feet,


20· ·65 feet, these are the max heights.· Even, they just


21· ·did a rezoning like in 2017.· So this isn't like


22· ·really old zoning stuff.· This is like a huge process


23· ·they just went through.


24· · · · · · · · · ·So, I think that the heights being


25· ·discussed here are just outrageous, absolutely
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·1· ·outrageous for this community, if that's what Seattle


·2· ·is doing down in the U District, right next to a world


·3· ·class university, light rail stations, all of that.


·4· ·So I think, I think it's just way too tall.


·5· · · · · · · · · ·I was surprised that the current


·6· ·zoning was 60, 65 feet.· I was shocked when I found


·7· ·that out.· But no more.· That should be the absolute


·8· ·cap, and even that, I think, is regretable.· So, I


·9· ·think should just lock it right there.· I don't see


10· ·any reason to go higher than that.


11· · · · · · · · · ·I will say, something that you said


12· ·was that through all this process over the weeks and


13· ·months, that people want a lot of changes.· People are


14· ·asking for a lot of changes.· I take a little bit of


15· ·exception with that, because I think I have come to a


16· ·few of these pros -- these meetings, and what I recall


17· ·is this whole Sound Transit's coming, they might


18· ·redevelop the town center.


19· · · · · · · · · ·What would you want if they did that?


20· ·And then people start coming up with all sorts of


21· ·ideas.· I want open space, I want this, and I want


22· ·that.· But that's in the context of asking what things


23· ·would they want as part of redeveloping the town


24· ·center, and sure, if you say that, you're going to


25· ·redevelop something, what would I want, I'm going to
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·1· ·list all sorts of goodies that I want.


·2· · · · · · · · · ·But now, I feel like you're


·3· ·positioning that as, we are asking for, like we're


·4· ·demanding that the town center have all these things


·5· ·and we'll do anything to get it, and I really don't


·6· ·think that's the case.


·7· · · · · · · · · ·The last thing I want to say is I


·8· ·think this whole sequence is terrible.· It's like we


·9· ·should go to Merlone Geier and say, what are you


10· ·willing to do for us?· I mean, you guys are talking


11· ·about changing the codes in the next month or two,


12· ·preemptively, unilaterally, before Merlone Geier even


13· ·puts out what they want to do for us.


14· · · · · · · · · ·Let's make them show us what they're


15· ·willing to do, hold back on the code changes until we


16· ·see their plan, and when they show us a plan, with


17· ·open space, parks and walkways and all the things that


18· ·we want, then we'll do the code changes.


19· · · · · · · · · ·But they should come to the


20· ·negotiating table and show us what they're willing to


21· ·do for us, not do it before they even show us a plan.


22· ·That's just doesn't make any sense.


23· · · · · · · · · ·MR. BENNETT:· Thank you, Mr. Wheatley.


24· ·Next up is Roz Bird, and then Jamas Gwilliam.


25· · · · · · · · · ·MR. WHEATLEY:· Hi.· I'm Roz Bird.  I
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·1· ·have lived in my house for 42 years, and I've been


·2· ·actually very involved in the city since we were


·3· ·annexed in during growth management.· So I've been to


·4· ·a lot of city council meetings over the years as well


·5· ·as other meetings, and feel like I have a real stake


·6· ·in this.


·7· · · · · · · · · ·I did come to a number of the


·8· ·workshops, I've given input, both of the workshops


·9· ·here and out of the market, and I agree with probably


10· ·99.9 percent of what everyone has said before me, so I


11· ·just wanted to mention a couple of things.


12· · · · · · · · · ·Ever since we've lived here, we've


13· ·come to the town center, and probably almost daily


14· ·people -- somebody would say, if only we could do


15· ·this, and it was really terrible 42 years ago.· So


16· ·it's improved a lot and there are always more things


17· ·that could be done.


18· · · · · · · · · ·However, in coming to these workshops,


19· ·I agree, we talked about low rise housing.· I was in


20· ·favor of some housing here, 2 to 400 units.· When I


21· ·saw 700, oh, my goodness, that was shocking.· No way.


22· ·No way.· Certainly not 1,500, for all the reasons that


23· ·everyone has said.


24· · · · · · · · · ·The other shocking thing was when I


25· ·saw in plan three that the commons would be on the top
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·1· ·of the garage.· I will say, I've been very involved


·2· ·with the commons.· What a fabulous place.· It's become


·3· ·the heart, a healthy heart of our community, and it's


·4· ·not just a meeting space, as someone said.


·5· · · · · · · · · ·It's, it's the heart.· Things happen


·6· ·there, people meet each other there, they meet new


·7· ·friends there.· To put it on the top of a parking


·8· ·garage is completely unacceptable and absurd, and I


·9· ·think that's something that's very important.


10· · · · · · · · · ·So I agree with everything else.


11· ·Thank you.


12· · · · · · · · · ·MR. BENNETT:· Thank you, Ms. Bird.


13· ·Next is Jamas Gwilliam, and then Randi Sibonga.


14· · · · · · · · · ·MR. GWILLIAM:· Hello.· I'm Jamas


15· ·Gwilliam, vice president of development with Merlone


16· ·Geier Partners, and I actually recognize a lot of you.


17· ·I've been working in this community for the last two


18· ·years, getting to know a lot of you.


19· · · · · · · · · ·We've owned this center for almost


20· ·five years now, and as a company, we own about 30


21· ·mainly grocery anchored retail centers here in the


22· ·Seattle, greater Seattle region.· As a company, been


23· ·in operation about 27 years.


24· · · · · · · · · ·We have about 15 million square feet


25· ·from Bellingham to San Diego, and we currently have
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·1· ·about 8 million square feet worth of mixed use


·2· ·development going on in our company, and a lot of that


·3· ·is a result of this shift that we're seeing in the


·4· ·retail world that a lot of you read in the headlines.


·5· ·There's a lot of changes that are going on.


·6· · · · · · · · · ·We first wanted to thank you for the


·7· ·opportunity to participate in this process.· Really,


·8· ·since August, we've been participating in these


·9· ·planning commission meetings.· I've seen a couple of


10· ·you there, but it definitely hasn't been this busy.


11· ·So it's insightful to hear your comments and your


12· ·thoughts and look forward to continuing those


13· ·conversations.


14· · · · · · · · · ·Like many of you, we're carefully


15· ·participating in this process with an eye towards how


16· ·our investment would be impacted.· A lot of you have


17· ·investments here in the city.· That is a concern of


18· ·yours.· This is an investment of ours.· We own this


19· ·grocery retail center that a lot of you utilize on a


20· ·daily basis.


21· · · · · · · · · ·Any prospect of redevelopment for us


22· ·we're weighing against a perfectly good grocery


23· ·(unintelligible) retail center right now, from our


24· ·perspective, and so we see that a lot of work has been


25· ·done, looking back even 14 years to this -- the former
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·1· ·task force.· I know a lot of you were on that task


·2· ·force, and I have met with a lot of you who have


·3· ·shared the work that went into that.


·4· · · · · · · · · ·A lot has changed since then, and in


·5· ·terms of the retail environment we're in and the


·6· ·growth and the change that's going to happen with


·7· ·Sound Transit.· So we're participating in this process


·8· ·determining whether there's an opportunity to move


·9· ·forward with any type of a change.


10· · · · · · · · · ·And so, I think it's important to


11· ·point out as well that we do not have a plan.· It was


12· ·stated in the DEIS that we have a plan.· We do not


13· ·have a plan for redeveloping this property.· We were


14· ·not involved in determining the timelines here or


15· ·putting any of these concepts together.


16· · · · · · · · · ·We've been providing feedback, as any


17· ·owner of property in the city is allowed to do, and we


18· ·will continue to do that throughout this process.


19· ·We'll be submitting a comment letter on the DEIS and


20· ·hopefully we'll be able to continue to engage with


21· ·many of you, and hopefully answer a lot of the


22· ·questions or concerns that you have about what our


23· ·plans are.


24· · · · · · · · · ·I know a lot of people, including the


25· ·last couple speakers, want to see a plan from us.· We
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·1· ·-- that is not where we're coming from.· We are not


·2· ·coming forward with a plan.· We need to see where the


·3· ·city is and where the community is and how that lines


·4· ·up with the vision document that we've seen and the


·5· ·market realities that we face as an owner and


·6· ·investor.


·7· · · · · · · · · ·So, I can't take questions, but I look


·8· ·forward to meeting and sitting down with a lot of you.


·9· ·Thanks.


10· · · · · · · · · ·MR. BENNETT:· Thank you, Mr. Gwilliam.


11· ·Next up, Randi Sibonga, and then Bart Shilvock, or


12· ·Shilvock.


13· · · · · · · · · ·MS. SIBONGA:· Close enough.· Hello.  I


14· ·have to start with just a comment.· I am humbled and


15· ·so proud to be part of this community that is so


16· ·clearly committed, intelligent, and caring about our


17· ·city.


18· · · · · · · · · ·I'm very disappointed that members of


19· ·the city council aren't here.· I think it's one thing


20· ·to hear our comments in a tape, see them aggregated in


21· ·some sort of matrix.· It's another thing for us to be


22· ·able to look them in the eye and have them be held


23· ·accountable for their positions on development of our


24· ·city.· Huge disappointment.


25· · · · · · · · · ·I live at 17410 44th Avenue Northeast,
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·1· ·and I'm speaking tonight on behalf of the Lake Forest


·2· ·Park Stewardship Foundation.· I'm a board member


·3· ·there, and as responsible stewards in this community,


·4· ·we each read the very lengthy DEIS.· We looked for


·5· ·things that you would expect to see in an


·6· ·environmental impact statement.


·7· · · · · · · · · ·We looked for a consideration of


·8· ·significant environmental impacts and their


·9· ·mitigation.· We looked for reasonable density and


10· ·height, green, sustainable building practices and


11· ·materials, and lead certified kinds of construction,


12· ·amenities for the public like enhancements of nearby


13· ·streams, tree cover, walking paths, plantings of


14· ·native plants.


15· · · · · · · · · ·We looked for impact fees to defray


16· ·the higher cost to our infrastructure from increased


17· ·density and conservation efforts of our natural


18· ·resources.


19· · · · · · · · · ·But this DAES -- DEIS raises more


20· ·questions than it provides answers for.· It read like


21· ·a position paper that advocated for maximum density


22· ·and rapid implementation rather than unbiased,


23· ·meaningful evaluation of the site and the project that


24· ·was proposed on it.


25· · · · · · · · · ·There were over, as far as I can tell,
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·1· ·$500,000 that this city has spent on consultants in


·2· ·the last several years, and this is the product that


·3· ·we get.· Hugely disappointing.· What we really want to


·4· ·see is meaningful involvement with the citizenry.


·5· · · · · · · · · ·We urge the city to slow this process


·6· ·down.· There's so much at stake.· We have a fragile


·7· ·ecosystem.· We have a community that has really strong


·8· ·views about what we want our cultural and our city hub


·9· ·to look like, and we know our city government has, as


10· ·part of its framework in the 2016 to 2020 strategic


11· ·plan, a healthy environment.


12· · · · · · · · · ·This is the opportunity for our city


13· ·to actually walk their talk.· Let's come up with some


14· ·lead practices, some green, sustainable construction


15· ·programs, and some reasonable ideas on density and


16· ·height.


17· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you very much.


18· · · · · · · · · ·MR. BENNETT:· Thank you, Ms. Sibonga.


19· ·(Inaudible.)· Then, Lawrence Goldman.


20· · · · · · · · · ·MR. SHILVOCK:· Good evening.· I'm Bart


21· ·Shilvock, a 25-year member of the Lake Forest Park


22· ·community, and I want to add my voice to Jean, Paul


23· ·and Doug, as fellow member of the vision task force


24· ·appointed by the mayor and speak out against


25· ·particularly alternatives two and three, which are
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·1· ·completely out of scope for the needs of the


·2· ·community, the community's character, or the inputs


·3· ·that have been expressed throughout this process by


·4· ·the community.


·5· · · · · · · · · ·I also take offense to the way that


·6· ·the document was written.· It felt very much to me


·7· ·that alternative one was dismissed out of hand and was


·8· ·written in a way that the community would reject that


·9· ·and immediately gravitate towards one of the higher


10· ·density alternatives.


11· · · · · · · · · ·It's not clear to me or to anyone that


12· ·I have talked to yet where the number 700 came from.


13· ·To me, it's a number that's above what we should be


14· ·doing and what past studies have indicated we should


15· ·be doing.


16· · · · · · · · · ·I also have a little bit of trouble


17· ·with the language of when we talk about open space.


18· ·When we talk about something that could be counted as


19· ·open space, a rooftop, a festival street, that, in


20· ·reality, is going to double up as park -- credit for


21· ·parking, but it's not the kind of useable open space


22· ·that's light and bright and planned and purposeful,


23· ·that we all, I think, envisioned as part of a


24· ·community that came together to put this -- to put not


25· ·only this document, but this vision that represents so
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·1· ·many of your inputs.


·2· · · · · · · · · ·I'm going to save the rest of my


·3· ·comments, really, for written, because it would go on


·4· ·much too longer -- much too long.


·5· · · · · · · · · ·The last thing I would like to say is


·6· ·to echo so many of you in talking about the process,


·7· ·particularly from this point going forward.· To this


·8· ·point, I think we've done a lot of things right.  I


·9· ·think getting community input and having lots of


10· ·participation has really been a great thing.


11· · · · · · · · · ·And I -- I applaud the council for


12· ·doing that, but to allow one month from this point


13· ·forward or six weeks, and we're hearing tonight that


14· ·the planning commission isn't even going to have a


15· ·time -- a opportunity to comment on this, it's insane.


16· · · · · · · · · ·And if -- if our schedule's being


17· ·driven by Sound Transit and their schedule, I think


18· ·that we ought to consider decoupling that part of this


19· ·from the process and vote on code amendments and make


20· ·decisions on code amendments related to the parking


21· ·garage and spend the time that it takes to get this


22· ·right going forward.· And it's going to be a lot more


23· ·than one month.


24· · · · · · · · · ·I thank you all for coming out


25· ·tonight.· Some great input, and I think I'm going to
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·1· ·also echo Randi's comments that I think the city


·2· ·council would have benefited a lot from feeling the


·3· ·energy and feeling the passion behind those comments


·4· ·today.


·5· · · · · · · · · ·MR. BENNETT:· Thank you, Mr. Shilvock.


·6· ·Lawrence Goldman.· Probably going to mess this one up.


·7· ·Ann Udalog.


·8· · · · · · · · · ·MS. UDALOG:· Yes yes.


·9· · · · · · · · · ·MR. BENNETT:· Okay.


10· · · · · · · · · ·MR. GOLDMAN:· Good evening.· Thank you


11· ·for hosting this meeting.· I want to kind of provide a


12· ·perspective thinking about the region as a whole.· We


13· ·live in Lake Forest Park.· We don't live in Lake


14· ·Forest Island.· If you look at the entire region, it's


15· ·booming economically, number of people.


16· · · · · · · · · ·This is one of the fastest growing


17· ·metropolitan areas in the entire country.· Where are


18· ·those people going to live?· Over the last few years,


19· ·housing costs have skyrocketed.· Now they've come back


20· ·-- come back down a little bit recently, but compared


21· ·to a few years ago, they are really high.


22· · · · · · · · · ·If someone, a young adult, could not


23· ·afford a house a few years ago, they're even further


24· ·from being able to own a house now.· And so what I


25· ·would like to know is what -- what is there going to
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·1· ·be in these plans for affordable housing?· How are you


·2· ·going to make sure that people of all economic levels


·3· ·are able to live?


·4· · · · · · · · · ·In the region there is an enormous


·5· ·homelessness crisis.· You know, where are those people


·6· ·going to live?· And I think we need to keep in mind


·7· ·the bigger picture in terms of what we're developing.


·8· ·How are we going to serve the city, how are we going


·9· ·to serve the region as a whole.


10· · · · · · · · · ·Green space is hugely important.


11· ·That's the forests and the park in Lake Forest Park.


12· · · · · · · · · ·It seems to me that if you're keeping


13· ·the density and the growth in one relatively


14· ·constrained area, that leaves more trees.· And so, I


15· ·would like to see a comparison.· If you have more


16· ·development within the town center, compare that to


17· ·with developing these mother-in-law units around the


18· ·entire city.· You know, which of those options, how


19· ·are they going to affect the tree canopy as a whole.


20· ·Those are things I'd like to see.


21· · · · · · · · · ·And, thank you for your time and for


22· ·listening to our comments.· Thank you.


23· · · · · · · · · ·MR. BENNETT:· Thank you, Mr. Goldman.


24· ·Ms. Udalog.


25· · · · · · · · · ·MS. UDALOY:· Udaloy.
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·1· · · · · · · · · ·MR. BENNETT:· Udaloy.· Thank you.


·2· ·Sorry about that.


·3· · · · · · · · · ·MS. UDALOY:· Thank you.· No, you did


·4· ·well.


·5· · · · · · · · · ·Hi.· I'm Ann Udaloy.· I have been a


·6· ·resident of the town for --


·7· · · · · · · · · ·MR. BENNETT:· I take credit right


·8· ·there.


·9· · · · · · · · · ·MS. UDALOY:· -- 20 years, and I can't


10· ·claim to have been a resident and daughter and


11· ·granddaughter of early settlers, but my family goes


12· ·back to the 1680s in New England.


13· · · · · · · · · ·And I just point out that one of our


14· ·first ancestors built a log mill in an area that


15· ·became known as Goss Town, because his name was Goss,


16· ·and Goth -- Goss Town looks real different now than it


17· ·did in the 1680s.· Really different.


18· · · · · · · · · ·So, everyone in this room has done a


19· ·great job of articulating the concerns of people who


20· ·can make it to this meeting.· I'm just going to take a


21· ·minute and articulate concerns of people who aren't in


22· ·this room, because I know a lot of them.


23· · · · · · · · · ·I've got a 20-something son who's home


24· ·caring for our grandfather, who's almost 96.· We


25· ·happen to live in one of the incredibly few houses in
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·1· ·Lake Forest Park where I can put a wheelchair ramp in


·2· ·and get him into the house.· Where do elders live?


·3· · · · · · · · · ·I have two sons who have moved out of


·4· ·Lake Forest Park and aren't coming back, because they


·5· ·can't afford half million plus for our little


·6· ·three-bedroom home, which, frankly, is not a


·7· ·particularly great house.· Half a million bucks for


·8· ·this piece?· Where are they going to live?


·9· · · · · · · · · ·Lake Forest Park, when it started,


10· ·there were a whole lot of covenants on the properties.


11· ·All the lakeshore properties were developed with


12· ·covenants.· Blacks were only allowed to be there if


13· ·they were servants.· No agents need apply.


14· · · · · · · · · ·A lot of the properties in Lake Forest


15· ·Park were developed with covenants, a lot of people


16· ·not in this room, because they were never allowed to


17· ·be third generation owners of land in this community.


18· ·So, we do need to have some form of development.


19· · · · · · · · · ·I agree, a 60-day window for


20· ·evaluating a development EIS is quite short.· It


21· ·doesn't seem entirely reasonable.· And the idea of


22· ·decoupling the process from the Sound Transit seems


23· ·very reasonable.· However, we have to talk about


24· ·housing, we have to talk about development, and we


25· ·have to come up with something other than, not here.
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·1· · · · · · · · · ·We can't put all the dense development


·2· ·beside the Lucky Lady.· We can't put all the


·3· ·development around the periphery of the town.· People


·4· ·need to live near transit.· I would love to be able to


·5· ·get to Lake Forest Park Town Center and take a bus


·6· ·into town, but I'm not supposed to park there.· I'd


·7· ·like parking.· The bus that went by my house was


·8· ·eliminated 20 years ago.


·9· · · · · · · · · ·So, I want some level of development.


10· ·I want better transit.· I want a place where I can use


11· ·mass transit effectively, even though I live two and a


12· ·half miles from city center, and I know that change is


13· ·coming.· It should be thoughtful change, but it


14· ·shouldn't start with, not in my backyard.


15· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you.


16· · · · · · · · · ·MR. BENNETT:· Thank you, Ms. Udaloy.


17· ·That's all I have for people who are listed and wanted


18· ·to comment, and if we missed you somehow or you've had


19· ·a change of heart, please get a note up to me or


20· ·something, but in the meantime, our mayor, I think,


21· ·wants to make a couple of comments.


22· · · · · · · · · ·MAYOR JOHNSON:· I just want to say,


23· ·thank you.· I know this is a tough thing.· I've, you


24· ·know -- there's a lot going on, and I understand that.


25· ·I appreciate immensely this room's hot, this room's
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·1· ·not big enough.· I do believe you're all going to have


·2· ·a chance to stand up and talk to the council about


·3· ·this, and I will see if we can somehow move that to


·4· ·the school, probably, or something.


·5· · · · · · · · · ·We're all worried about everything,


·6· ·and I worry every day.· I'm just like you.· I did


·7· ·raise my kids here.· I live here.· As you all know, I


·8· ·ran for council and mayor, because I was like a good


·9· ·(inaudible).· That's just how I feel.


10· · · · · · · · · ·That's just the way it is, but we are


11· ·doing -- I want to say this about the council.


12· ·They're working really hard.· You have a good council.


13· ·I don't know where the disconnect comes.· I believe


14· ·they feel like they've done more outreach and more


15· ·talking to people than they've done on any project


16· ·ever in the city.


17· · · · · · · · · ·I'm sorry some people are disappointed


18· ·in the EIS.· I have seen both sides.· Unfortunately,


19· ·I'm your mayor, so I don't vote on anything.· I just,


20· ·I'm here to kind of make sure the city runs every day,


21· ·but I do really appreciate you guys taking your time.


22· ·I appreciate everybody being respectful to everybody's


23· ·opinions and what they got going on.


24· · · · · · · · · ·We will move this forward.  I


25· ·understand, I heard everything.· I've been here the
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·1· ·whole night.· I haven't just walked in for the last 10


·2· ·minutes.· I've been standing back there.· So I really,


·3· ·really appreciate all your opinions.· We got them all


·4· ·down; we taped them.· You're going to have more


·5· ·chance.


·6· · · · · · · · · ·I really thank Steve and all the


·7· ·staff, all you guys, thank you for all the work you


·8· ·do.· There is a lot of hours, a lot of time, but


·9· ·believe me, I am -- I worry about that too.


10· · · · · · · · · ·I worry about the two state highways


11· ·coming through.· I made this speech before.· Nobody up


12· ·north up in Monroe or any town above us cares about


13· ·how much traffic comes through Lake Forest Park, and


14· ·every day we live it and now we're dealing with


15· ·cut-through traffic.


16· · · · · · · · · ·We're dealing with things, and if you


17· ·don't think the mayor cares about the environment, I'm


18· ·the first mayor that's ever wanted to clean up the


19· ·creek at Ballinger, and I'm going to get that done and


20· ·we are going to dig some roads and we need trees and


21· ·we're all in together.


22· · · · · · · · · ·So, thanks for everything you do and


23· ·thanks for being great citizens and we will continue


24· ·this process forward.· And on your way out, I'd like


25· ·to give you a cookie, but we don't (inaudible).· You
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·1· ·guys have a great night.


·2· · · · · · · · · ·Thanks for everything.


·3· · · · · · · · · ·(END OF TRANSCRIPTION)
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·1· · · · · · · · ·TRANSCRIPTION CERTIFICATE


·2


·3· · · · · · · I, CHERYL J. HAMMER, the undersigned


·4· ·Certified Court Reporter in and for the state of
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·6· · · · · · · That the foregoing transcript was
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 1                           --oOo--



 2                               



 3                 (BEGINNING OF TRANSCRIPTION)



 4                    MR. BENNETT:  Thank you, Mandy.  If 



 5    you'd turn the podium back to the way it was, I 



 6    appreciate that.  



 7                    FEMALE VOICE:  Yes.  



 8                    MR. BENNETT:  So we have about 25 



 9    people already signed up who have indicated they want 



10    to speak, so we're going to limit the amount of time 



11    per speaker to three minutes.  



12                    There are more sign-up sheets in the 



13    back if you would still like to speak.  One of Ms. 



14    Roberts' team will come back and collect the remaining 



15    sheets if you have had a change of heart on that 



16    issue.  



17                    There's some ground rules.  You cannot 



18    save time to someone else.  Everybody has three 



19    minutes, and you'll see a blinking green light, which 



20    means you have one minute left when you're up there, 



21    and then at 30 seconds left you'll have a -- the light 



22    turns yellow.  



23                    So if somebody else has spoken before 



24    you and you agree with what they say, you can just 



25    say, I agree with so-and-so, and that would be a 
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 1    perfectly legitimate comment.  



 2                    Please be respectful of your fellow 



 3    citizens' time.  If you go over your time or you 



 4    applaud, you're taking away someone else's time to be 



 5    heard and you're interfering with other citizens' 



 6    rights to hear all the points that are being 



 7    represented tonight.  



 8                    So I'm going to call out names in 



 9    order of what the sheets I have here.  I'll call out 



10    two names, and the second person should be getting 



11    near the podium and ready to speak at the close of the 



12    remarks of the person just before them.  



13                    So first to speak would be Amparo 



14    Rosen, and then Julian Anderson.  Amparo.



15                    MS. ROSEN:  Good evening.  I live in 



16    Sheridan Beach, and this has been quite the process.  



17    One of the things that comes to mind when I see all of 



18    this is Lake Forest Park is small, and I think of 



19    infrastructure, and when I was reading through the 



20    material there was an aquifer, is what Lake Forest 



21    Park's uses, and the sewer impact has not been 



22    currently -- is not currently known.  



23                    So I think before I go to building 



24    something, I would like to have a very clear picture 



25    of how they plan to do the infrastructure to support 
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 1    this new building.  



 2                    MR. BENNETT:  Thank you, Ms. Rosen.  



 3    Julian Anderson, and then Dale Cote.  



 4                    MR. ANDERSON:  Good evening.  Just for 



 5    the record, I'm opposed to alternative two and three, 



 6    and they're both pretty huge.  I favor alternative 



 7    one, and some of its details might have to be looked 



 8    at, but I recognize that the maximum height on the 



 9    southern half of the property is lower in alternative 



10    one than it is on the northern side.  



11                    But my comment is really more 



12    generalized.  Much of what I have read and heard at 



13    meetings begins with a vision, like what you heard 



14    tonight, that our community will benefit by the 



15    amenities that will be required in any redevelopment 



16    of the town center, amenities such as enlarged tree 



17    canopy, a park around Lyon Creek, generous public open 



18    space, more vibrant retail offers, more diverse 



19    housing stock, even affordable housing, et cetera.  



20                    This vision winds up with a conclusion 



21    that the impacts of some greater density negative 



22    impacts at the town center is the price for all these 



23    desirable amenities, but in the draft code amendments 



24    and some of the EIS alternatives and in some of the 



25    meetings I have attended, I hear a different tune, a 
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 1    tune that begins with doing what's necessary to 



 2    attract a developer and minimizing the costs and 



 3    inconveniences of requirements that may lessen the 



 4    developer's interests or profitability.  



 5                    Two days ago, at the council's 



 6    community of the whole meeting, this is an example, a 



 7    council member brought up an impact discussed in the 



 8    EIS, a question about the adequacy of the water supply 



 9    for alternatives two and three, with their many 



10    residential units.  



11                    Water to this whole site is provided 



12    by the Lake Forest Park Water District, and they have 



13    their own plan for capital improvements, but the DEIS 



14    information makes the adequacy of water supply 



15    question a reasonable concern.  



16                    Discussion at that meeting ensued, but 



17    it ended after one of the consultants present said 



18    that the water district has Inn if inner ties to other 



19    water systems and could easily open the gates to those 



20    cross-connections and acquire water from elsewhere to 



21    fully supply even alternative three.  



22                    Many in Lake Forest Park place high 



23    value on the pure artesian water provided by this 



24    water district, which is not degraded by the residues 



25    of chemical treatments or additions.  
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 1                    The consultant's remark was tone deaf, 



 2    deaf to the community's tune.  This is just a recent 



 3    example of the tune that views desired amenities as a 



 4    burden on development, not as the fundamental reason 



 5    to even consider redevelopment.  



 6                    I hope the council members recognize 



 7    this unwelcome tune and resist it.  



 8                    MR. BENNETT:  Thank you, Mr. Anderson.  



 9    Next up, Dale Cote, and then Barbara Sharkey.  



10                    MR. COTE:  Hi.  Good evening.  Thank 



11    you.  I'll begin, my name is Dale Cote.  My wife and I 



12    have lived here for 26 years, and my wife actually was 



13    born and raised in Lake Forest Park.  



14                    We're excited about the possibility of 



15    redevelopment and revitalization of the town center.  



16    We do believe there could be improvements.  However, a 



17    couple things to note.  



18                    I was a member of the task force that 



19    resulted in the current zoning of the town center 



20    alternative one.  I'd like to note that the number of 



21    housing units resulting from that task force is much 



22    different than the number of units proposed in 



23    alternative one that we see in the -- in this 



24    proposal.  



25                    There's no explanation for the change, 
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 1    so that would be a question.  The city's promoting 



 2    alternative one as no change.  The marketing of 



 3    alternative one as no change is incorrect.  Based on 



 4    that number of housing units allowed, it implies that 



 5    the town center will remain exactly as it is today, 



 6    resulting in misleading the community into supporting 



 7    only alternative two and alternative three.  



 8                    After all, no change means it's going 



 9    to be as is.  I would suggest marketing alternative 



10    one as current zoning.  The remainder of my comments 



11    really have to do with traffic and I'll -- I'll 



12    address some other concerns in a written form.  



13                    The potential of adding 1,500 to 1,700 



14    units to the town center without extensive traffic 



15    study on both the town center and surrounding 



16    neighborhoods is irresponsible.  Neighborhoods are 



17    currently experiencing cut-through traffic attempting 



18    to get in and out of the town center during peak 



19    hours, and attempting to access Bothell Way is a 



20    significant challenge currently.  



21                    The ability to safely walk 



22    neighborhoods and the town center is increasingly 



23    dangerous due to the current traffic issues.  The fire 



24    station has also noted the challenge of exiting to 



25    access emergency calls in -- is currently a problem.  
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 1                    How does adding 1,500 to 1,700 units 



 2    plus a 300 parking garage -- 300 cars have to drive to 



 3    the garage, with an increased number of buses to bring 



 4    more people to light rail, how does that not 



 5    drastically impact traffic?  



 6                    From this draft environmental impact 



 7    statement, chapter 3, page 8, fire department reports 



 8    concerns about congestion on access in front of the 



 9    station.  What is the specific plan to address this 



10    safety issue?  



11                    Chapter 3, section 3.5, page 71, 



12    traffic operations at the intersection surrounding the 



13    town center could be affected by increased development 



14    at the town center.  That could occur with 



15    implementation of alternative analysis in this EIS.  



16    The study does not show traffic impact cut-through on 



17    surrounding roads and neighborhoods and pedestrian 



18    safety.  This needs to be studied.  



19                    And then, finally -- I got to hurry 



20    here.  My red light's up.  So, in addition, from the 



21    DEIS, bringing residents into the proximity with 



22    shopping services in town center can also reduce the 



23    overall number of car trips in the community and 



24    region.  This should be reduced, the overall vehicle 



25    travel miles in the region, bringing a variety of 
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 1    other positive results such as less traffic congestion 



 2    on highways and -- and arterials.  



 3                    This is a ridiculous statement.  



 4    Thinking that bringing 1,700 units, naively they'll 



 5    only bring one car, and adding a 300 car garage along 



 6    with more buses, will reduce traffic congestion is 



 7    absolutely absurd.  I just ask that we study it more 



 8    closely.  



 9                    Thanks.  



10                    MR. BENNETT:  Thank you, Mr. Cote.  



11    Next up is Barb Sharkey, and then Julia Bent.  



12                    MS. SHARKEY:  Thank you.  I'm Barbara 



13    Sharkey.  I'm here with my, a picture's worth a 



14    thousand words.  I'll try to be brief.  The -- oh, I 



15    have to read that.  Thank you.  



16                    The proposed buildings are way out of 



17    scale for the area.  They will literally block the 



18    sun, as was mentioned.  I was glad that I had the 



19    right idea.  From October to March you can see the 



20    buildings, 85, 75, 65.  Here is me and my husband down 



21    here, five and a half feet, six feet.  We are not 



22    going to see the sun if you live there.  



23                    The low lying area of the mall is the 



24    basin for all the water coming from all three 



25    directions, trying to flow into Lake Washington.  It 
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 1    is a wetlands.  The crows have institutional memory 



 2    that it is a wetlands, and even if 50 years ago 



 3    construction changed the soil composition underneath, 



 4    that was to support a parking lot, not these huge 



 5    buildings.  



 6                    In 2015, we successfully fixed our 



 7    flooding problems with the culverts, disrupting the 



 8    natural underground springs that (unintelligible) the 



 9    area will just make matters worse again.  It is a 



10    wetlands.  



11                    Talking about the traffic and access.  



12    About six cars right now can exit the mall on each 



13    left turn green light down by Starbucks.  The backup 



14    begins about 4:00 each afternoon.  Even if you add 



15    another lane there and also (unintelligible) going on 



16    to Ballinger, it won't be enough to get even the 300 



17    cars from the parking garage into and out of the mall, 



18    much less another 7 to 800 cars associated with this 



19    many residential units.  Thank you.  



20                    MR. BENNETT:  Thank you, Ms. Sharkey.  



21    Next up, Julia Bent and then Jean Robbins.  



22                    MS. BENT:  Thank you.  I'm speaking 



23    tonight as a private citizen, but I do note that as a 



24    tree board member, I do have a particular interest in 



25    trees.  
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 1                    The alternatives presented here do not 



 2    provide much in the way of green space.  Presumably, 



 3    the proposed departments are designed, at least in 



 4    part, for families.  Where are the children from these 



 5    families going to play?  There are two nearby parks, 



 6    Whispering Willows and Blue Heron, but they are small 



 7    and hardly capable of providing a meaningful outdoor 



 8    experience for children of any age.  



 9                    Children in urban areas are thought by 



10    many to suffer from nature deficit disorder.  The 



11    alternatives don't address this issue in any 



12    significant way.  The little bit of proposed green 



13    space along and spanned in Lyons Creek is totally 



14    insufficient.  I wonder about the amount of mitigating 



15    trees, shrubs, and open space in general.  



16                    In the DEIS, chapter 4.2 pays lip 



17    service to problems of storm water management, to 



18    follow up on the previous comment, by and they -- and 



19    in this chapter rain gardens and impervious pavements 



20    are mentioned in passing, but I did not see any 



21    indication of these amenities, especially rain gardens 



22    in these plans.  I didn't see any space where they 



23    could go.  



24                    As a tree lover, it seems to me the 



25    trees sketched in on the plans are rigidly placed in 
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 1    rows, not simulated in any way the forest in Lake 



 2    Forest Park.  



 3                    At a minimum, a play area with at 



 4    least one grove of trees, shrubs, and some open space 



 5    should be included in any design, and in addition to 



 6    placing disbursed trees to mitigate the hardcapes.  



 7                    Trees are valuable.  They filter storm 



 8    water, and they do cut down CO2 emissions.  They 



 9    provide shade, et cetera, et cetera.  We all know 



10    their benefits.  



11                    This is necessary to maintain some 



12    semblance of the green nature of Lake Forest Park that 



13    Lake Forest Park residents moved here to enjoy.  



14                    Such a space could also provide a 



15    meaningful natural place for children to recreate and 



16    experience at least a small sliver of the natural 



17    world that we in this city profess to treasure.  



18                    Thank you.  



19                    MR. BENNETT:  Thank you very much, Ms. 



20    Bent.  Now, Jean Robbins, and then Doug Mitchell.  



21                    MS. ROBBINS:  Hi.  Am I being recorded 



22    for the city council?  Tell me who's hearing me.  



23                    MR. BENNETT:  We're recording for use 



24    in writing the (unintelligible).  



25                    MS. ROBBINS:  All right.  
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 1                    MR. BENNETT:  So everybody would have 



 2    the (inaudible).  



 3                    MS. ROBBINS:  I'm Jean Robbins, and I 



 4    was a member of the mayor's task force for the vision 



 5    plan, which was a culmination of all the hearings and 



 6    participation meetings you attended, and then we were 



 7    selected from various areas of your city to represent 



 8    very different areas.  



 9                    I have to say, I'm very nervous about 



10    speaking, so I was advised -- I thought I was talking 



11    to the council.  I was advised to just envision them 



12    as naked, so now I have to envision all of you as 



13    naked.  Sorry about that.  At least it's a warm night.  



14                    I feel there's a great disconnect 



15    between the vision plan here, this beautiful vision 



16    plan, which Mandy really did a great job with, and we 



17    really appreciated her leadership on that, but there's 



18    a big disconnect between this beautiful vision plan, 



19    which is all of your ideas culminated, and the DEIS 



20    plans.  



21                    During our meetings, housing units, 



22    housing unit numbers were not discussed.  At one 



23    point, a number of 850 units was thrown out and we all 



24    gasped, but we were told not to worry.  It would never 



25    be that high.  And so, it's clearly different now.  
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 1                    So, now we're looking at the 



 2    possibility of 700 or 1,000 units, and even maybe 



 3    1,500 housing units.  That's way different than 551 



 4    units.  We are feeling quite deceived in a way when 



 5    looking at the city's comprehensive plan.  Where the 



 6    heck did these housing numbers come from?  



 7                    The Growth Management Act, with a 20 



 8    -- with a prospective to 2035, concluded again these 



 9    lower housing unit numbers and then you add in this 



10    bonus clause, which again, we never heard of at the 



11    task force.  We have no idea where that came from and 



12    it's really not clear how that gets employed.  



13                    So instead of 700 units, now we're up 



14    to 1,000 because of this bonus plan that we've never 



15    heard of.  Some may say that this plan is outdated, 



16    but in reality, where's the data to make these changes 



17    in Lake Forest?  



18                    It seems that we are -- this plan -- 



19    these plans are for a speculative developer, not the 



20    citizens who came to the community meetings and shared 



21    their hopes, and yet we have no data for what 



22    (unintelligible) desires.  



23                    Where is the data to indicate the 



24    housing needs?  There has never been a clear survey of 



25    the number of seniors in the city who might want to 
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 1    have lived in an apartment at the town center, and for 



 2    those who embrace aging here, how small might the 



 3    apartments be?  



 4                    I have recently heard of the concept 



 5    of pod units.  Is this really what our seniors want, 



 6    given that many of our people in Lake Forest Park have 



 7    the means to create something else for themselves and 



 8    live outside of the city in another green area, 



 9    perhaps?  



10                    I just want to close with saying that 



11    the city of Seattle clearly is moving towards high 



12    density, but even in the city of Seattle they are 



13    making amendments for communities like Mount Baker, 



14    Queen Anne, Crown Hill, so that where they're housing 



15    single unit house -- single housing, whatever the term 



16    is, that they are making amendments for that to 



17    decrease the density there rather than increase the 



18    density.  



19                    Thank you.  



20                    MR. BENNETT:  Thank you, Ms. Robbins.  



21                    MS. ROBBINS:  And you can all get 



22    dressed again.  



23                    MR. BENNETT:  Next up is Doug 



24    Mitchell, and after Mr. Mitchell will be Lorraine 



25    Bodi.  
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 1                    MR. MITCHELL:  Hello.  My name is Doug 



 2    Mitchell.  I live over on 26th Avenue in the west side 



 3    of town, and along with Jean and some of my other 



 4    colleagues here, I had the privilege of serving on the 



 5    town center vision task force last year, and I'm 



 6    grateful to Mayor Johnson for giving me that 



 7    opportunity.  



 8                    I'll get right to my top bullet point.  



 9    It looks to me like the work that went into the vision 



10    document, not just by the task force, but by the 



11    hundreds of people that showed for the various public 



12    events that went into it, all that work just was left 



13    by the wayside when this DEIS was developed.  



14                    I don't know a single person who was 



15    involved in the process last year who said or wrote 



16    anything that sounded like it would have supported 



17    alternative two or three.  Everyone I have talked to 



18    since the DEIS was published has been shocked at 



19    what's proposed.  



20                    Last year, there was never any talk of 



21    seven-story mixed use development.  There was never 



22    any mention of adding 1,500 dwelling units.  This is 



23    all new.  This has nothing to do with the vision 



24    document that was supposed to be driving this entire 



25    project.  The vision document contains a detailed set 
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 1    of goals and policies.  



 2                    I'll skip the details tonight because 



 3    so many people want to speak, but I don't see any 



 4    references at all in the DEIS to any of the specific 



 5    goals and policies of the vision document, not one.  



 6    Not a single one.  



 7                    Frankly, it's hard for me to believe 



 8    that the vision document, all the work that went into 



 9    it by hundreds of citizens was taken seriously in 



10    developing this document.  



11                    Okay.  On to another separate problem.  



12    The city's 2015 comprehensive plan specifies a target 



13    of 551 additional housing units city wide, out to 



14    2035.  The three alternatives, as we all know by now, 



15    provide for 700, 1,200, and 1,500 additional housing 



16    units.  



17                    The DEIS talks briefly about the 



18    discrepancy between these two numbers by saying of the 



19    comp plan number, quote, these estimates are likely 



20    now outdated, end quote.  Look, an EIS is a document 



21    that's based on science and facts.  Statements like 



22    this one, claiming that the target's codified in a 



23    comp plan are likely outdated, really have no place in 



24    an EIS.  



25                    If you want to override the growth 
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 1    targets in the comp plan, you're going to have to come 



 2    up with some facts, some data, and some evidence 



 3    backing up your claims.  



 4                    Now, one more basic question is, why 



 5    are alternatives two and three necessary to implement 



 6    the vision which the citizens prepared last year?  



 7    Mandy before asked us, tell us why you don't want 



 8    1,500 houses.  I'm going to turn that around and say, 



 9    who wants 1,500 housing units?  Where did that come 



10    from?  None of the citizens wanted it in the entire 



11    process last year.  



12                    There's just no justification 



13    whatsoever for those numbers.  The DEIS, in my 



14    opinion, should be completely revised with more 



15    appropriate housing numbers and with a greater 



16    attention to the goals and policies of the vision 



17    document, which the citizens provided to you in good 



18    faith and after a lot of hard work.  



19                    MR. BENNETT:  Thank you, Mr. Mitchell.  



20    Next up is Lorraine Bodi, and then following Ms. Bodi, 



21    David Jardine.  I apologize if I messed up your last 



22    name.  



23                    MS. BODI:  Hi.  My name's Lorraine 



24    Bodi, and I'm an environmental lawyer and a longtime 



25    resident of Lake Forest Park.  I've worked on EISs, 
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 1    and this is an important one, because this is the 



 2    blueprint.  Have they tried to downplay that in the 



 3    presentation?  This is the blueprint for what can 



 4    happen over the next 20 or so years.  So it's 



 5    important to get this right and get it consistent with 



 6    the vision document.  



 7                    I'm so disappointed in this document.  



 8    It so little reflects our critical Lake Forest Park 



 9    values and vision.  It needs to be completely redone.  



10    I agree with that comment.  



11                    I support further development at the 



12    town center, and the current code and requirements and 



13    vision document allow that to happen, but I want it to 



14    be community oriented.  I want us to preserve the 



15    commercial use for all of our citizens, and I want 



16    residential use to be secondary to that.  



17                    I support residential use, but not as 



18    the primary purpose.  I want this to be a town center 



19    for us, a vibrant town center.  I don't want it to be 



20    Lake City or Northgate.  We don't live in Lake Forest 



21    Park because we want to be like Lake City and 



22    Northgate.  



23                    I think the DEIS, for reasons many 



24    people have mentioned, is short on transparency and 



25    full disclosure on the key issues.  It's really 



  

�                                           20









 1    disingenuous on traffic, the availability of resident 



 2    parking, infrastructure impacts, open space and public 



 3    space.  



 4                    The inconsistency with the vision 



 5    document, the characterization of alternative one as 



 6    allowing far more development than the base code 



 7    requires or allows, I mean, and more.  There are more 



 8    issues like that.  



 9                    The key Lake Forest Park values the 



10    needs that I think should be better addressed include 



11    preserving the low rise character of the Lake Forest 



12    Park community, so we don't look like Lake City and 



13    Northgate or even worse.  



14                    I support alternative one, but with an 



15    adjustment to reflect the base of the code and the 



16    urban guidelines are not automatic.  That's a -- 



17    that's a separate process.  So let's go -- let's use 



18    the current code and enhance it based on vision 



19    documents.  



20                    I think we need meaningful open space 



21    and green space.  I won't go into that.  Everyone's 



22    talked about that.  



23                    I want to mention community meeting 



24    space.  As I read the document, the community meeting 



25    space that would now be on the roof of a parking 



  

�                                           21









 1    garage in this scenario.  So again, that's the kind of 



 2    like weird things that consultants may write, but the 



 3    people of Lake Forest Park would never write something 



 4    like that.  



 5                    So I have to say, I value having -- 



 6    being able to park at the mall and not have to pay for 



 7    it.  It makes me -- when I'm in a hurry or when I have 



 8    a lot of things in the car, it makes me shop here.  



 9    So, I think it's important to preserve that as well.  



10                    So one last thing.  This meeting is 



11    ridiculous, that we have people standing outside when 



12    the last meeting was standing room only too.  



13                    MR. BENNETT:  Thank you for your 



14    comments.  



15                    MS. BODI:  I would just say, I used to 



16    work for an agency and if we had a crowd like this, we 



17    would be bringing in chairs all the way up here --  



18                    COLLECTIVE VOICES:  Yeah.  



19                    MS. BODI:  -- so that everyone could 



20    come in or finding a different meeting location.  



21                    MR. BENNETT:  Thank you for your 



22    comments, ma'am.  



23                    MS. BODI:  One last thing.  The 



24    schedule is ridiculous.  



25                    MR. BENNETT:  All right.  So thank 
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 1    you.  Next up is David Jardine, and then Jack Tonkin.  



 2                    MR. JARDINE:  Well, I think I can be 



 3    brief.  I'm grateful for the two people who have 



 4    participated in the vision process for providing the 



 5    clarifying statements, because as I looked through the 



 6    alternatives here, I thought, gee, that doesn't 



 7    reflect, certainly, what I want and it doesn't reflect 



 8    what anybody that I know in the community would want.  



 9                    How did we come up with this?  And I 



10    think there seems to have been a major disconnect 



11    between the vision process and the outcome.  



12                    We're presented now with three 



13    alternatives and told we have to choose between those.  



14    Alternative one, I think our mall could use some 



15    improvement.  Alternatives two and three, 800 pound 



16    gorilla in the room is where is all of this housing 



17    density coming from and why is it all being put right 



18    here.  



19                    I think that that needs to be 



20    reconsidered.  I think that, really, rather than 



21    having three not very good choices, we have the 



22    opportunity to use some imagination, perhaps some of 



23    the work that was in the vision document, and come up 



24    with a really good and satisfactory alternative that 



25    will work for the communities.  And I'd especially 
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 1    encourage this group to do that.  Thanks.  



 2                    MR. BENNETT:  Thank you for your 



 3    comment.  And now, Jack Tonkin, and then Paul Cronin.  



 4                    MR. TONKIN:  When I first became aware 



 5    of what was going on, probably over a year ago, and I 



 6    understand the need for a garage if the SC3 is going 



 7    to pay for it and if we're really going to have a need 



 8    for that kind of traffic.  So the garage makes sense.  



 9                    If we can locate it in a place and 



10    make it so unobtrusive as possible, I guess I'm okay 



11    with that, because it still allows our people to shop.  



12                    I also support the idea of what the 



13    two forces coming together are, and that is there's a 



14    lot of citizens who would like to downsize or would 



15    live -- would like to live in the park.  There's 



16    outsiders who would like to live in the park, and we 



17    have made several attempts, clustered housing being 



18    one of them, to accommodate that.  



19                    It makes more sense to me, if it's 



20    attractive and if it's the right count, to have 



21    housing or living conditions such as apartments within 



22    the center, but I think what I see in two and three is 



23    nothing of what our vision was back then.  



24                    And I've seen the council last year 



25    pushing cluster housing, seven houses in a back lot, 
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 1    and finally came to the conclusion in a 



 2    (unintelligible) meeting that this maybe wasn't the 



 3    vision that they had, and so they pushed it back to 



 4    the planning commission for a review.  



 5                    And then subsequently, some on the 



 6    council who are development minded tried to push the 



 7    whole thing through with a less than quorum and our 



 8    good mayor vetoed that.  



 9                    Now we're facing the same kind of a 



10    scenario here again in housing and I think we should 



11    ask the council if this is their vision and is this 



12    the vision that they want, and this room is filled 



13    with a lot of voters, and I encourage you to come to 



14    the council when this comes to their attention and you 



15    have an opportunity to put the heat there and ask 



16    them, is this the vision they want, and let's hear it 



17    out.  I want to hear that.  



18                    MR. BENNETT:  Thank you, Mr. Tonkin.  



19    Next up is Paul Conin -- Cronin -- excuse me -- and 



20    then Robyn Atkinson.  



21                    MR. CRONIN:  Good evening.  My name's 



22    Paul Cronin.  I was also selected to sit on the vision 



23    committee.  Doug and Jean have spoke before me.  I'd 



24    like to -- there's been a lot of references to the 



25    vision document that we were entrusted by the 
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 1    communities to endorse, and so as a reminder, I 



 2    thought I'd just read a few excerpts from that, from 



 3    the sustainability section of Vision of the Future.  



 4                    The town center is more green than 



 5    gray.  After all, Forest is our middle name.  From the 



 6    same section as the Vision of the Future, buildings 



 7    should be set back from the surrounding residential 



 8    areas and from busy highways, corridors, and 



 9    designated (unintelligible) stories that step back 



10    from increase -- from heights that increase.  



11                    And I think the most important one in 



12    the common theme I seem to hear tonight, retaining a 



13    sense of scale akin to a village, a small town, not 



14    too urban.  Thank you.  



15                    MR. BENNETT:  Thank you, Mr. Cronin -- 



16    excuse me -- and now is Robyn Atkinson, and then 



17    Melissa Roberts.  



18                    MS. ATKINSON:  Hi.  I'm Robyn 



19    Atkinson, and my family moved here in the mid 1920s, 



20    so we've been around a while, and we've always been 



21    troublemakers.  So, everything I wanted to say 



22    everybody's already said.  



23                    I will add, that over this last week I 



24    have made some phone calls, one to an extremely large 



25    developer, presented the Lake Forest Park one, two, 
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 1    and three and the timelines that the developer was 



 2    asking for and our city council and they were 



 3    incredulous.  They could not believe anybody would ask 



 4    for these timelines and for this type of intense 



 5    zoning for this area.  



 6                    So then I called a city manager, a 



 7    small city in the south, bigger than Lake Forest Park, 



 8    but not as about big as Burien, and I laid out the 



 9    same scenario to them.  They were thunderstruck.  They 



10    could not believe anybody would even try to get away 



11    with this.  



12                    So, this is an unusual situation we 



13    find ourselves in.  Our task force, years ago, put 



14    together a plan that the city paid for.  Well 



15    researched.  We had beautiful plans that everybody got 



16    to look at, with livability here for 400 units, 400 



17    fabulous new neighbors, and it's all gone.  That's not 



18    even on the board out there.  It's only about what 



19    this current developer would like to do.  



20                    So, I urge our council, that works 



21    hard, and our planning department to rethink this.  



22    Give us at least 90 days like everybody else gets to 



23    look at the options.  



24                    And as far as traffic goes, when 



25    Starbucks can hold all of us hostage.  If you think 
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 1    1,500 residences, that might, might be 3,000 cars, 



 2    won't make an impact, then you need a new algorithm, 



 3    because that computer lied to you.  



 4                    I mean, let's face it, all of you that 



 5    know the back roads, we take them in the morning, 



 6    because Bothell Way shuts down from Kenmore to 145th, 



 7    and if you're in landscaping, like I have been for the 



 8    last 35 years, the crews are coming from the outlying 



 9    areas for construction, landscaping, plumbing, 



10    whatever, and they can't get through and it's our 



11    clients that are paying that commute time at $50 an 



12    hour per laborer.  



13                    So, please, there is not room for 



14    those 1,500 units here, but with mother-in-law units, 



15    we could squeeze them in somewhere around the park.  



16    That way the money stays in the park, it stays with 



17    the homeowner, and if you don't want a garden at your 



18    house anymore, you can move into that lovely ATU or 



19    AUD -- I forget the initials for it -- and garden in 



20    someone else's yard and have your rent greatly 



21    reduced.  



22                    That way the money stays in the park, 



23    we continue to shop here at a lovely shopping center 



24    that has interesting boutiques and fabulous food, and 



25    only 400 new residences.  Thank you.  
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 1                    MR. BENNETT:  Thank you, Ms. Atkinson.  



 2    Next up, Melissa Robertson, and then Ethan Robertson.  



 3                    MS. ROBERTSON:  My name is Melissa 



 4    Robertson.  As you know from your many attempts to ask 



 5    the community for input on dreams and visions of the 



 6    town center, we are people who yern for opportunities 



 7    to safely walk and bike in our neighborhoods, for 



 8    nature preservation, and improvement and for authentic 



 9    community building spaces.  



10                    You know that already.  We know that 



11    about ourselves also, but when you say that you want 



12    to improve the developmental prospects of our town's 



13    center, you make me very nervous.  I want you to focus 



14    on creating code recommendations that exceed our 



15    quality of life right now.  



16                    We're not looking for green space and 



17    open space in the buffers along the edges of the town 



18    center or on the rooftop gardens or in festival 



19    streets that mainly act as parking and traffic spaces, 



20    adding up to 3.9 acres.  We're looking for actual 



21    gathering spaces.  



22                    We don't want less.  We want more.  We 



23    want to work together.  We want to know that our 



24    elected officers and the consultants that we hired 



25    aren't giving us lip service when they ask what we 
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 1    want, but that they're working toward creating a 



 2    purpose filled community at every opportunity.  



 3                    Please, bend over backwards for the 



 4    people, not for the developers.  



 5                    MR. BENNETT:  Thank you Ms. Robertson.  



 6    Next up is Ethan Robinson[sic], and then TJ Fudge.  



 7                    MS. ROBERTSON:  All right.  I'm going 



 8    to read Ethan's comments for him.  This is him.  



 9                    Dear City Council, my mom goes to a 



10    lot of meetings.  Some of them are at our house, and I 



11    listen in from our loft.  Sometimes I play Legos or 



12    read books during the meetings.  



13                    The last meeting was about our 



14    neighborhood.  I love our town.  My favorite things 



15    are Third Place Books, being able to ride my bike 



16    around the neighborhood, and I like that there's more 



17    nature here.  My family loves trees.  Please don't let 



18    there be less nature.  



19                    I'm really looking forward to going to 



20    the town center when I'm older and hang out with my 



21    friends.  I'm seven years old, so it's going to be a 



22    while before I get to hang out there, but my brother's 



23    nine, so it's going to be sooner for him.  I see big 



24    kids doing it all the time.  



25                    But have you met my mom?  She's a 
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 1    little crazy, even though I know she loves me, so I 



 2    don't think she would let us go if there were big 



 3    traffic jams all the time, with tons of people.  Plus, 



 4    why would we go there if there's no more Third Place 



 5    or stores we like?  



 6                    Are you going to make any places for 



 7    big kids to hang out?  I'm wondering what you're 



 8    planning to have it look like.  I hope that it has 



 9    lots of room to walk and ride my bike.  I hope it 



10    could have a bigger library, with even more books and 



11    stuff to do.  I'm dreaming of a skate park and a 



12    robotic center, where we can build and fix things.  



13                    I also want to ask if you're really 



14    going to take down the center soon?  Please do not.  I 



15    really love the way it is now.  



16                    Let's see.  Come on, little...  It's 



17    kind of hard for me to think about the future.  I'm 



18    glad there are smart people working on this project.  



19    Please think of me and my friends and my brother when 



20    you're picking out what to do.  Sincerely, Ethan 



21    Robertson.  



22                    MR. BENNETT:  Thank you, Ethan.  I 



23    appreciate your thoughtful comments.  Next up is TJ 



24    Fudge, and then Mike Dee.  



25                    MR. FUDGE:  Hello.  TJ Fudge.  And so, 
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 1    I would say I'm definitely here as a person who 



 2    supports development and the addition of units, but 



 3    not in this way.  And in this way, I mean the process 



 4    by which this is happening.  



 5                    So as a member of the planning 



 6    commission, I am very distressed at the way this has 



 7    been presented to the community in particular, this 



 8    establishment of what I consider a false choice 



 9    between alternatives one, two, and three, not 



10    recognizing that alternative one, really when built 



11    into it, has a whole range of units that could be 



12    supported.  Not just 700, or, as the draft 



13    environmental impact states, could it go even higher, 



14    but also lower.  



15                    And I think that needs to be 



16    communicated, as well as the fact that the 2005 task 



17    force did a very good job of implementing a system 



18    where there was specifics about, if development were 



19    to occur, there would have to be the same things that 



20    we identified in the vision statement; that is, 



21    improvements to Lyon Creek, open space, the concerns 



22    about parking and pedestrian, bicycle travel.  



23                    There seems to be an impression that 



24    we're reinventing the wheel with this vision 



25    statement, and while it does present an updated 
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 1    vision, it is largely consistent with what went before 



 2    and I don't think it's fair the way this presents it, 



 3    that what is allowed under alternative one seems to be 



 4    being presented as if we don't get the protections or 



 5    the interests that are in the vision statement.  



 6                    And so, I as a planning commissioner 



 7    am very frustrated with this process and I don't 



 8    believe we should act further on this.  



 9                    Unfortunately, I've been told, due to 



10    the rushed timeline, we will not even be able to issue 



11    our typical recommendation to the city council, and so 



12    I think the final point I'll make is that this is 



13    process has been rushed.  



14                    MR. BENNETT:  Thank you, Mr. Fudge, 



15    for your comment.  Next up is Mike Dee, and then 



16    George Grantham.  



17                    MR. DEE:  Howdy.  Mike Dee here.  



18    Thank you for the opportunity to comment tonight.  



19    Thank you for everybody for coming out.  



20                    I've had an opportunity -- I know 



21    you've had an opportunity to do this multiple times 



22    already, 2004, 2005, and other times.  



23                    As far as a Open Public Meetings Act, 



24    I do not feel this meeting has complied with it.  



25    There was not an online agenda available for the 
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 1    public 24 hours ahead of time.  Once again, it makes 



 2    it difficult for the public to come to the meeting and 



 3    be able to be prepared for it, knowing that maybe you 



 4    have to show up early to look at displays and know 



 5    that maybe there might be limited seating and all 



 6    that.  



 7                    A number of the meetings that you do 



 8    in this process, and we have consultant after 



 9    consultant that continue to do this, there's different 



10    processes, procedures, formats, and it makes it tough 



11    for the public to prepare for it.  So I'd appreciate 



12    that you try to comply with the Open Public Meetings 



13    Act and let people know ahead of time.  



14                    As far as the draft environmental 



15    impact statement and the town center vision document 



16    that we keep hearing about, the process that -- some 



17    concerns that I had with it.  The vision task force 



18    was handpicked by the mayor from around the city.  



19    That part was good as far as it being around the city, 



20    but this is -- had -- this is a group that had all 



21    their meetings in secret.  



22                    They were not public meetings.  They 



23    were all off the record.  They did not have minutes or 



24    agenda for the public.  Also during their meetings, 



25    very few documents, if any documents, were available, 
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 1    except for the public through the Public Records Act, 



 2    because they are required through the Public Records 



 3    Act through a public records request to provide 



 4    certain documents.  



 5                    It has a bunch of good stuff in it, 



 6    but the process was really -- was not appropriate, and 



 7    I don't believe there was any public review or maybe a 



 8    draft of the vision plan before it was presented.  



 9                    The fact sheet for your January 2019 



10    Lake Forest Park Town Center Heart of the Community 



11    Draft Environmental Impact Statement for the town 



12    center plan starts out with -- it's on the first page 



13    here, fact sheet page 1, and it's got very few facts 



14    on it.  



15                    It does have the draft -- the date 



16    draft EIS issued January 2, 2018.  So the very few 



17    drafts -- very few facts it does have, it starts with 



18    one that's incorrect.  It was not issued January 2, 



19    2018.  So it makes me question a lot of the numbers 



20    that are in here, and if it's been through some 



21    correction or process or review.  



22                    I'm sure it probably has, but to start 



23    out that way seems like a bad start or a start that 



24    could be improved.  



25                    A lot of this environmental impact 
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 1    stuff was covered at the last planning commission, and 



 2    the last planning commission meeting conflicted with 



 3    the legislative send-off where we tell the legislature 



 4    what we want for our city and we thank them for all 



 5    the good work they've done.  So I didn't have a chance 



 6    to get some of that, because that went long and I 



 7    missed the meeting.  



 8                    But thank you, everybody, that's done 



 9    all the stuff you're doing and good luck and I hope 



10    this turns out for you.  I'll stay around as long as I 



11    can to help you.  And my time's up.  Thanks.  



12                    MR. BENNETT:  Thank you, Mr. Dee.  



13    Next up, George Grantham, and then Jason Colberg.  



14                    MR. GRANTHAM:  My name is Grantham, 



15    and I have lived in Lake Forest Park for about 20, 20 



16    years.  I lived in the Seattle area all my life.  I'm 



17    third generation in this area.  So, we really have 



18    seen some changes.  



19                    I'd like to say, first off, that I 



20    think people have brought up tremendous things here 



21    that really need to be taken into consideration.  



22                    One thing I'd like to say is, when I 



23    see in the plans two and three, and possibly even plan 



24    one, we don't know what that would end up looking 



25    like.  I see canyons and buildings with canyons.  Even 
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 1    the festival street is maybe a little bit wider than 



 2    some of the others, but it's still a canyon.  



 3                    I've visited Amsterdam not long ago, 



 4    and in cities like that and Mexico, for instance, even 



 5    in every little town, they have their plaza, and it's 



 6    not a long, skinny valley between tall buildings.  



 7    It's a -- it's a large rectangular square.  



 8                    In Amsterdam they have town squares in 



 9    various places where they have markets, they have 



10    playgrounds and so forth.  I think this would be a 



11    great opportunity for us to have a similar area, with 



12    the creek and vegetation on one side, pavement in part 



13    of it, so forth.  



14                    The comment was made, everybody is 



15    concerned about height.  I'm kind of thinking maybe we 



16    ought to think out of the box.  We can't build taller 



17    buildings than six stories because the fire code won't 



18    let us?  What about in Seattle?  How do they get away 



19    with it?  



20                    Instead of filling the whole place 



21    with these sort of Soviet style apartment blocks, why 



22    not two or three taller buildings with a lot of open 



23    space in between?  Let's, you know, let's think out of 



24    the box.  Let's think a little smaller.  Let's be 



25    concerned about all these alternatives.  Let's go back 
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 1    to the drawing board.  



 2                    I'm color vision challenged, so I 



 3    can't tell what color the light is, but thanks a lot 



 4    for (inaudible).  



 5                    MR. BENNETT:  Thank you, Mr. Grantham.  



 6    Next up is Jason Colberg, and then Steve Beaty.  We 



 7    only have two more speakers after that, so there are 



 8    additional sign-up sheets in the back.  



 9                    If you've had a change of heart and 



10    you'd like to speak, please sign one of those and one 



11    of Ms. Roberts' team can go back there and check to 



12    see if there are additional people who'd like to 



13    speak.  I appreciate that.  So, Mr. Colberg.  



14                    MR. COLBERG:  Thank you.  So my focus 



15    is on impact fees, and part of that is when I first 



16    started getting involved with city governance about 



17    five years ago, it was kind of midstream of planning  



18    and process for the southern gateway, and I remember 



19    one of the first things I ever read over was kind of a 



20    visioning document, a lot of handwritten comments 



21    about all the amenities and the things that people 



22    wanted for the southern gateway.  



23                    My perspective on that is nothing has 



24    come to a fruition in terms of that, that -- that 



25    term, that large project that the city tackled, and as 



  

�                                           38









 1    far as I'm aware, there was never discussion, never 



 2    consideration of impact fees that are alloted or 



 3    allowed by the Growth Management Act.  



 4                    And the way I understand this -- and 



 5    I'm not an expert in this, but the way I'm 



 6    understanding it, is the growth impact -- or the 



 7    impact fees might allow us the leverage and also the 



 8    possible funding for the city to be putting -- having 



 9    some money available to provide for the amenities that 



10    we're wanting for both this property and some of the 



11    other things we've...  



12                    One of the comments I read on Next 



13    Door is the other districts, the water district, the 



14    school district, fire school districts, don't have a 



15    voice in terms of raising fees or having money coming 



16    in, in which they'll need to provide services for 



17    this.  



18                    So the impact fees are, I think, 



19    something I know were mentioned around October or 



20    November to the council during public comment.  Not by 



21    me, by someone else, and then I'm not hearing or 



22    reading or seeing anything else about those.  



23               So that's something I think we need to be 



24    really serious about, because I think the amount of 



25    money, from what I can tell, is huge.  And to give 
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 1    some example, my initial research, very basic, the 



 2    range of impact fees runs from $3,600 per unit for the 



 3    lowest amount that I have seen, to $20,000 per unit 



 4    for the largest amount I've seen in Oakland, 



 5    California.  



 6                    When I first started talking to people 



 7    about this, is about 12 to $14,000 per unit.  So if 



 8    we're looking even at $10,000 per unit times, you know 



 9    -- I don't really want -- I don't want the 1,500 units 



10    here either, but if we ended up that high, that 



11    provide a lot of money for doing the things that we 



12    want to do.  



13                    And maybe, I think, the biggest thing 



14    is, instead of the multi-family tax exemption as what 



15    I consider a nonincentive function, to look at the 



16    impact fees as being the leverage tool that we really 



17    can use to figure out how to get the open spaces that 



18    -- everything, I mean, it's all -- the vision is 



19    great.  



20                    It's a matter of implementing the 



21    vision and having the tools to motivate primarily 



22    Merlone Geier to do their job or to be players in the 



23    system if they want to get something done here.  



24                    So that's it for me.  Thank you.  



25                    MR. BENNETT:  Thank you, Mr. Colberg.  
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 1    Next up, Steve Beaty and then Jay Wheatley.  



 2                    MR. BEATY:  Hey.  Steve B., and I've 



 3    only lived here for three or four years.  I have 



 4    definitely embraced Lake Forest Park and 



 5    Belawick[phonetic] and Shoreline.  Just a way better 



 6    place to raise my kids, if you ask me.  



 7                    I have a couple of comments I wanted 



 8    to make.  The first is about the concept of the master 



 9    use plan, or the comprehensive land use plan.  I've 



10    been watching the process evolve over several years,  



11    And right now I believe that a master use plan or plan 



12    of the -- of how the entire site would get built out 



13    over time is a recommendation, not a requirement.  



14                    I would suggest, I would hope the 



15    council would embrace the idea of making that a 



16    requirement.  Obviously with this many components and 



17    all the things, different players want to go into 



18    this, open space and amenities, developer wants to put 



19    in a lot of houses, there's a lot of different 



20    components and in -- in any scenario, I think, it's 



21    real easy to see the developer's going to build the 



22    most profitable parts first and then put off the 



23    amenities until they are -- until or put them off 



24    indefinitely.  



25                    My in-laws moved to a planned 
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 1    community when they retired and the developer had a 



 2    huge plan for houses with little store centers and a 



 3    playground and a whole bunch of stuff, and right after 



 4    they finished with the houses, they went bust.  



 5                    So, I think that that's a possibility 



 6    unless we have a comprehensive land use plan that's in 



 7    place and gives some certainty to the developers, it 



 8    gives certainty to all the people in this room, but 



 9    the things you're asking for will happen over time and 



10    that if the developer does sell to another owner or 



11    changes management, that the things that we're asking 



12    for will run with the land or at least we'll have a 



13    little more certainty than otherwise.  



14                    So I hope that they'll make a 



15    comprehensive land use plan a requirement.  And you 



16    guys love this stuff because then you get to do a 



17    whole bunch more consulting work.  More fees.  



18                    The second thing I'll try -- and I've 



19    run out of time here, but I wanted to talk about the 



20    timeline a little bit.  And I was -- as I watched 



21    this, I know the process started in 2017.  We've had a 



22    lot of time to talk about this.  



23                    Some people could say it started in 



24    2005, but I think that the process is way, way too 



25    rushed from this point.  To release the DEIS on the 
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 1    2nd of January, and then have all the comments 



 2    submitted, have them reviewed by the planning 



 3    commission, have the city council consider the code 



 4    adoptions that the consultants are writing and then 



 5    adopt them in 60 days, gives no time for us to really 



 6    take a good look at it.  I think it puts all of us 



 7    (inaudible).  



 8                    I got one minute, and I'm going to 



 9    tell you my reasons for thinking that this puts us at 



10    risk.  Also, I think it puts the planning commission 



11    at risk, puts the whole city at risk.  



12                    If the codes aren't written in a way 



13    that's defensible and that is supported by the 



14    residents, then when decisions are made on further 



15    parts of the build-out, we're going to have the same 



16    conflicts.  If we know what we're getting and we have 



17    time look at it, we can get a plan that really works 



18    for everybody, that's viable financially for the 



19    developer.  All right.  



20                    Out of time.  Had more reasons.  Thank 



21    you very much.  



22                    MR. BENNETT:  Thank you, Mr. Beaty.  



23    Next up is Jay Wheatley, and then Roz Bird.  



24                    MR. WHEATLEY:  Hi.  I'm Jay Wheatley.  



25    Thanks, everybody.  
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 1                    MR. BENNETT:  Okay.  



 2                    MR. WHEATLEY:  So I work down in the U 



 3    District on Roosevelt, and the U District just 



 4    recently completed the large rezoning of the U 



 5    District, and that's all online.  It's really 



 6    interesting to spend quite a bit of time rezoning the 



 7    U District in anticipation of light rail coming.  



 8                    As you know, as you probably know, 



 9    they're building a light rail station at Brooklyn as 



10    well as one up at -- at 65th, and the building that I 



11    work in is on Roosevelt.  It's at Scarecrow Video, if 



12    anybody knows what that is.  



13                    I believe that you can only build 40 



14    feet tall there, I think maybe 65 feet nearby.  That's 



15    the kind of heights that the City of Seattle is 



16    approving in the U District, right sandwiched between 



17    two fixed rail light rail stations.  



18                    That's serious urban sort of stuff, 



19    and the City of Seattle feels like, you know, 40 feet, 



20    65 feet, these are the max heights.  Even, they just 



21    did a rezoning like in 2017.  So this isn't like 



22    really old zoning stuff.  This is like a huge process 



23    they just went through.  



24                    So, I think that the heights being 



25    discussed here are just outrageous, absolutely 
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 1    outrageous for this community, if that's what Seattle 



 2    is doing down in the U District, right next to a world 



 3    class university, light rail stations, all of that.  



 4    So I think, I think it's just way too tall.  



 5                    I was surprised that the current 



 6    zoning was 60, 65 feet.  I was shocked when I found 



 7    that out.  But no more.  That should be the absolute 



 8    cap, and even that, I think, is regretable.  So, I 



 9    think should just lock it right there.  I don't see 



10    any reason to go higher than that.  



11                    I will say, something that you said 



12    was that through all this process over the weeks and 



13    months, that people want a lot of changes.  People are 



14    asking for a lot of changes.  I take a little bit of 



15    exception with that, because I think I have come to a 



16    few of these pros -- these meetings, and what I recall 



17    is this whole Sound Transit's coming, they might 



18    redevelop the town center.  



19                    What would you want if they did that?  



20    And then people start coming up with all sorts of 



21    ideas.  I want open space, I want this, and I want 



22    that.  But that's in the context of asking what things 



23    would they want as part of redeveloping the town 



24    center, and sure, if you say that, you're going to 



25    redevelop something, what would I want, I'm going to 
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 1    list all sorts of goodies that I want.  



 2                    But now, I feel like you're 



 3    positioning that as, we are asking for, like we're 



 4    demanding that the town center have all these things 



 5    and we'll do anything to get it, and I really don't 



 6    think that's the case.  



 7                    The last thing I want to say is I 



 8    think this whole sequence is terrible.  It's like we 



 9    should go to Merlone Geier and say, what are you 



10    willing to do for us?  I mean, you guys are talking 



11    about changing the codes in the next month or two, 



12    preemptively, unilaterally, before Merlone Geier even 



13    puts out what they want to do for us.  



14                    Let's make them show us what they're 



15    willing to do, hold back on the code changes until we 



16    see their plan, and when they show us a plan, with 



17    open space, parks and walkways and all the things that 



18    we want, then we'll do the code changes.  



19                    But they should come to the 



20    negotiating table and show us what they're willing to 



21    do for us, not do it before they even show us a plan.  



22    That's just doesn't make any sense.  



23                    MR. BENNETT:  Thank you, Mr. Wheatley.  



24    Next up is Roz Bird, and then Jamas Gwilliam.  



25                    MR. WHEATLEY:  Hi.  I'm Roz Bird.  I 
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 1    have lived in my house for 42 years, and I've been 



 2    actually very involved in the city since we were 



 3    annexed in during growth management.  So I've been to 



 4    a lot of city council meetings over the years as well 



 5    as other meetings, and feel like I have a real stake 



 6    in this.  



 7                    I did come to a number of the 



 8    workshops, I've given input, both of the workshops 



 9    here and out of the market, and I agree with probably 



10    99.9 percent of what everyone has said before me, so I 



11    just wanted to mention a couple of things.  



12                    Ever since we've lived here, we've 



13    come to the town center, and probably almost daily 



14    people -- somebody would say, if only we could do 



15    this, and it was really terrible 42 years ago.  So 



16    it's improved a lot and there are always more things 



17    that could be done.  



18                    However, in coming to these workshops, 



19    I agree, we talked about low rise housing.  I was in 



20    favor of some housing here, 2 to 400 units.  When I 



21    saw 700, oh, my goodness, that was shocking.  No way.  



22    No way.  Certainly not 1,500, for all the reasons that 



23    everyone has said.  



24                    The other shocking thing was when I 



25    saw in plan three that the commons would be on the top 
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 1    of the garage.  I will say, I've been very involved 



 2    with the commons.  What a fabulous place.  It's become 



 3    the heart, a healthy heart of our community, and it's 



 4    not just a meeting space, as someone said.  



 5                    It's, it's the heart.  Things happen 



 6    there, people meet each other there, they meet new 



 7    friends there.  To put it on the top of a parking 



 8    garage is completely unacceptable and absurd, and I 



 9    think that's something that's very important.  



10                    So I agree with everything else.  



11    Thank you.  



12                    MR. BENNETT:  Thank you, Ms. Bird.  



13    Next is Jamas Gwilliam, and then Randi Sibonga.  



14                    MR. GWILLIAM:  Hello.  I'm Jamas 



15    Gwilliam, vice president of development with Merlone 



16    Geier Partners, and I actually recognize a lot of you.  



17    I've been working in this community for the last two 



18    years, getting to know a lot of you.  



19                    We've owned this center for almost 



20    five years now, and as a company, we own about 30 



21    mainly grocery anchored retail centers here in the 



22    Seattle, greater Seattle region.  As a company, been 



23    in operation about 27 years.  



24                    We have about 15 million square feet 



25    from Bellingham to San Diego, and we currently have 
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 1    about 8 million square feet worth of mixed use 



 2    development going on in our company, and a lot of that 



 3    is a result of this shift that we're seeing in the 



 4    retail world that a lot of you read in the headlines.  



 5    There's a lot of changes that are going on.  



 6                    We first wanted to thank you for the 



 7    opportunity to participate in this process.  Really, 



 8    since August, we've been participating in these 



 9    planning commission meetings.  I've seen a couple of 



10    you there, but it definitely hasn't been this busy.  



11    So it's insightful to hear your comments and your 



12    thoughts and look forward to continuing those 



13    conversations.  



14                    Like many of you, we're carefully 



15    participating in this process with an eye towards how 



16    our investment would be impacted.  A lot of you have 



17    investments here in the city.  That is a concern of 



18    yours.  This is an investment of ours.  We own this 



19    grocery retail center that a lot of you utilize on a 



20    daily basis.  



21                    Any prospect of redevelopment for us 



22    we're weighing against a perfectly good grocery 



23    (unintelligible) retail center right now, from our 



24    perspective, and so we see that a lot of work has been 



25    done, looking back even 14 years to this -- the former 



  

�                                           49









 1    task force.  I know a lot of you were on that task 



 2    force, and I have met with a lot of you who have 



 3    shared the work that went into that.  



 4                    A lot has changed since then, and in 



 5    terms of the retail environment we're in and the 



 6    growth and the change that's going to happen with 



 7    Sound Transit.  So we're participating in this process 



 8    determining whether there's an opportunity to move 



 9    forward with any type of a change.  



10                    And so, I think it's important to 



11    point out as well that we do not have a plan.  It was 



12    stated in the DEIS that we have a plan.  We do not 



13    have a plan for redeveloping this property.  We were 



14    not involved in determining the timelines here or 



15    putting any of these concepts together.  



16                    We've been providing feedback, as any 



17    owner of property in the city is allowed to do, and we 



18    will continue to do that throughout this process.  



19    We'll be submitting a comment letter on the DEIS and 



20    hopefully we'll be able to continue to engage with 



21    many of you, and hopefully answer a lot of the 



22    questions or concerns that you have about what our 



23    plans are.  



24                    I know a lot of people, including the 



25    last couple speakers, want to see a plan from us.  We 



  

�                                           50









 1    -- that is not where we're coming from.  We are not 



 2    coming forward with a plan.  We need to see where the 



 3    city is and where the community is and how that lines 



 4    up with the vision document that we've seen and the 



 5    market realities that we face as an owner and 



 6    investor.  



 7                    So, I can't take questions, but I look 



 8    forward to meeting and sitting down with a lot of you.  



 9    Thanks.  



10                    MR. BENNETT:  Thank you, Mr. Gwilliam.  



11    Next up, Randi Sibonga, and then Bart Shilvock, or 



12    Shilvock.  



13                    MS. SIBONGA:  Close enough.  Hello.  I 



14    have to start with just a comment.  I am humbled and 



15    so proud to be part of this community that is so 



16    clearly committed, intelligent, and caring about our 



17    city.  



18                    I'm very disappointed that members of 



19    the city council aren't here.  I think it's one thing 



20    to hear our comments in a tape, see them aggregated in 



21    some sort of matrix.  It's another thing for us to be 



22    able to look them in the eye and have them be held 



23    accountable for their positions on development of our 



24    city.  Huge disappointment.  



25                    I live at 17410 44th Avenue Northeast, 
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 1    and I'm speaking tonight on behalf of the Lake Forest 



 2    Park Stewardship Foundation.  I'm a board member 



 3    there, and as responsible stewards in this community, 



 4    we each read the very lengthy DEIS.  We looked for 



 5    things that you would expect to see in an 



 6    environmental impact statement.  



 7                    We looked for a consideration of 



 8    significant environmental impacts and their 



 9    mitigation.  We looked for reasonable density and 



10    height, green, sustainable building practices and 



11    materials, and lead certified kinds of construction, 



12    amenities for the public like enhancements of nearby 



13    streams, tree cover, walking paths, plantings of 



14    native plants.  



15                    We looked for impact fees to defray 



16    the higher cost to our infrastructure from increased 



17    density and conservation efforts of our natural 



18    resources.  



19                    But this DAES -- DEIS raises more 



20    questions than it provides answers for.  It read like 



21    a position paper that advocated for maximum density 



22    and rapid implementation rather than unbiased, 



23    meaningful evaluation of the site and the project that 



24    was proposed on it.  



25                    There were over, as far as I can tell, 
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 1    $500,000 that this city has spent on consultants in 



 2    the last several years, and this is the product that 



 3    we get.  Hugely disappointing.  What we really want to 



 4    see is meaningful involvement with the citizenry.  



 5                    We urge the city to slow this process 



 6    down.  There's so much at stake.  We have a fragile 



 7    ecosystem.  We have a community that has really strong 



 8    views about what we want our cultural and our city hub 



 9    to look like, and we know our city government has, as 



10    part of its framework in the 2016 to 2020 strategic 



11    plan, a healthy environment.  



12                    This is the opportunity for our city 



13    to actually walk their talk.  Let's come up with some 



14    lead practices, some green, sustainable construction 



15    programs, and some reasonable ideas on density and 



16    height.  



17                    Thank you very much.  



18                    MR. BENNETT:  Thank you, Ms. Sibonga.  



19    (Inaudible.)  Then, Lawrence Goldman.  



20                    MR. SHILVOCK:  Good evening.  I'm Bart 



21    Shilvock, a 25-year member of the Lake Forest Park 



22    community, and I want to add my voice to Jean, Paul 



23    and Doug, as fellow member of the vision task force 



24    appointed by the mayor and speak out against 



25    particularly alternatives two and three, which are 



  

�                                           53









 1    completely out of scope for the needs of the 



 2    community, the community's character, or the inputs 



 3    that have been expressed throughout this process by 



 4    the community.  



 5                    I also take offense to the way that 



 6    the document was written.  It felt very much to me 



 7    that alternative one was dismissed out of hand and was 



 8    written in a way that the community would reject that 



 9    and immediately gravitate towards one of the higher 



10    density alternatives.  



11                    It's not clear to me or to anyone that 



12    I have talked to yet where the number 700 came from.  



13    To me, it's a number that's above what we should be 



14    doing and what past studies have indicated we should 



15    be doing.  



16                    I also have a little bit of trouble 



17    with the language of when we talk about open space.  



18    When we talk about something that could be counted as 



19    open space, a rooftop, a festival street, that, in 



20    reality, is going to double up as park -- credit for 



21    parking, but it's not the kind of useable open space 



22    that's light and bright and planned and purposeful, 



23    that we all, I think, envisioned as part of a 



24    community that came together to put this -- to put not 



25    only this document, but this vision that represents so 
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 1    many of your inputs.  



 2                    I'm going to save the rest of my 



 3    comments, really, for written, because it would go on 



 4    much too longer -- much too long.  



 5                    The last thing I would like to say is 



 6    to echo so many of you in talking about the process, 



 7    particularly from this point going forward.  To this 



 8    point, I think we've done a lot of things right.  I 



 9    think getting community input and having lots of 



10    participation has really been a great thing.  



11                    And I -- I applaud the council for 



12    doing that, but to allow one month from this point 



13    forward or six weeks, and we're hearing tonight that 



14    the planning commission isn't even going to have a 



15    time -- a opportunity to comment on this, it's insane.  



16                    And if -- if our schedule's being 



17    driven by Sound Transit and their schedule, I think 



18    that we ought to consider decoupling that part of this 



19    from the process and vote on code amendments and make 



20    decisions on code amendments related to the parking 



21    garage and spend the time that it takes to get this 



22    right going forward.  And it's going to be a lot more 



23    than one month.  



24                    I thank you all for coming out 



25    tonight.  Some great input, and I think I'm going to 
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 1    also echo Randi's comments that I think the city 



 2    council would have benefited a lot from feeling the 



 3    energy and feeling the passion behind those comments 



 4    today.  



 5                    MR. BENNETT:  Thank you, Mr. Shilvock.  



 6    Lawrence Goldman.  Probably going to mess this one up.  



 7    Ann Udalog.  



 8                    MS. UDALOG:  Yes yes.  



 9                    MR. BENNETT:  Okay.  



10                    MR. GOLDMAN:  Good evening.  Thank you 



11    for hosting this meeting.  I want to kind of provide a 



12    perspective thinking about the region as a whole.  We 



13    live in Lake Forest Park.  We don't live in Lake 



14    Forest Island.  If you look at the entire region, it's 



15    booming economically, number of people.  



16                    This is one of the fastest growing 



17    metropolitan areas in the entire country.  Where are 



18    those people going to live?  Over the last few years, 



19    housing costs have skyrocketed.  Now they've come back 



20    -- come back down a little bit recently, but compared 



21    to a few years ago, they are really high.  



22                    If someone, a young adult, could not 



23    afford a house a few years ago, they're even further 



24    from being able to own a house now.  And so what I 



25    would like to know is what -- what is there going to 
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 1    be in these plans for affordable housing?  How are you 



 2    going to make sure that people of all economic levels 



 3    are able to live?  



 4                    In the region there is an enormous 



 5    homelessness crisis.  You know, where are those people 



 6    going to live?  And I think we need to keep in mind 



 7    the bigger picture in terms of what we're developing.  



 8    How are we going to serve the city, how are we going 



 9    to serve the region as a whole.  



10                    Green space is hugely important.  



11    That's the forests and the park in Lake Forest Park.  



12                    It seems to me that if you're keeping 



13    the density and the growth in one relatively 



14    constrained area, that leaves more trees.  And so, I 



15    would like to see a comparison.  If you have more 



16    development within the town center, compare that to 



17    with developing these mother-in-law units around the 



18    entire city.  You know, which of those options, how 



19    are they going to affect the tree canopy as a whole.  



20    Those are things I'd like to see.  



21                    And, thank you for your time and for 



22    listening to our comments.  Thank you.  



23                    MR. BENNETT:  Thank you, Mr. Goldman.  



24    Ms. Udalog.  



25                    MS. UDALOY:  Udaloy.  
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 1                    MR. BENNETT:  Udaloy.  Thank you.  



 2    Sorry about that.  



 3                    MS. UDALOY:  Thank you.  No, you did 



 4    well.  



 5                    Hi.  I'm Ann Udaloy.  I have been a 



 6    resident of the town for --  



 7                    MR. BENNETT:  I take credit right 



 8    there.  



 9                    MS. UDALOY:  -- 20 years, and I can't 



10    claim to have been a resident and daughter and 



11    granddaughter of early settlers, but my family goes 



12    back to the 1680s in New England.  



13                    And I just point out that one of our 



14    first ancestors built a log mill in an area that 



15    became known as Goss Town, because his name was Goss, 



16    and Goth -- Goss Town looks real different now than it 



17    did in the 1680s.  Really different.  



18                    So, everyone in this room has done a 



19    great job of articulating the concerns of people who 



20    can make it to this meeting.  I'm just going to take a 



21    minute and articulate concerns of people who aren't in 



22    this room, because I know a lot of them.  



23                    I've got a 20-something son who's home 



24    caring for our grandfather, who's almost 96.  We 



25    happen to live in one of the incredibly few houses in 
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 1    Lake Forest Park where I can put a wheelchair ramp in 



 2    and get him into the house.  Where do elders live?  



 3                    I have two sons who have moved out of 



 4    Lake Forest Park and aren't coming back, because they 



 5    can't afford half million plus for our little 



 6    three-bedroom home, which, frankly, is not a 



 7    particularly great house.  Half a million bucks for 



 8    this piece?  Where are they going to live?  



 9                    Lake Forest Park, when it started, 



10    there were a whole lot of covenants on the properties.  



11    All the lakeshore properties were developed with 



12    covenants.  Blacks were only allowed to be there if 



13    they were servants.  No agents need apply.  



14                    A lot of the properties in Lake Forest 



15    Park were developed with covenants, a lot of people 



16    not in this room, because they were never allowed to 



17    be third generation owners of land in this community.  



18    So, we do need to have some form of development.  



19                    I agree, a 60-day window for 



20    evaluating a development EIS is quite short.  It 



21    doesn't seem entirely reasonable.  And the idea of 



22    decoupling the process from the Sound Transit seems 



23    very reasonable.  However, we have to talk about 



24    housing, we have to talk about development, and we 



25    have to come up with something other than, not here.  
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 1                    We can't put all the dense development 



 2    beside the Lucky Lady.  We can't put all the 



 3    development around the periphery of the town.  People 



 4    need to live near transit.  I would love to be able to 



 5    get to Lake Forest Park Town Center and take a bus 



 6    into town, but I'm not supposed to park there.  I'd 



 7    like parking.  The bus that went by my house was 



 8    eliminated 20 years ago.  



 9                    So, I want some level of development.  



10    I want better transit.  I want a place where I can use 



11    mass transit effectively, even though I live two and a 



12    half miles from city center, and I know that change is 



13    coming.  It should be thoughtful change, but it 



14    shouldn't start with, not in my backyard.  



15                    Thank you.  



16                    MR. BENNETT:  Thank you, Ms. Udaloy.  



17    That's all I have for people who are listed and wanted 



18    to comment, and if we missed you somehow or you've had 



19    a change of heart, please get a note up to me or 



20    something, but in the meantime, our mayor, I think, 



21    wants to make a couple of comments.  



22                    MAYOR JOHNSON:  I just want to say, 



23    thank you.  I know this is a tough thing.  I've, you 



24    know -- there's a lot going on, and I understand that.  



25    I appreciate immensely this room's hot, this room's 
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 1    not big enough.  I do believe you're all going to have 



 2    a chance to stand up and talk to the council about 



 3    this, and I will see if we can somehow move that to 



 4    the school, probably, or something.  



 5                    We're all worried about everything, 



 6    and I worry every day.  I'm just like you.  I did 



 7    raise my kids here.  I live here.  As you all know, I 



 8    ran for council and mayor, because I was like a good 



 9    (inaudible).  That's just how I feel.  



10                    That's just the way it is, but we are 



11    doing -- I want to say this about the council.  



12    They're working really hard.  You have a good council.  



13    I don't know where the disconnect comes.  I believe 



14    they feel like they've done more outreach and more 



15    talking to people than they've done on any project  



16    ever in the city.  



17                    I'm sorry some people are disappointed 



18    in the EIS.  I have seen both sides.  Unfortunately, 



19    I'm your mayor, so I don't vote on anything.  I just, 



20    I'm here to kind of make sure the city runs every day, 



21    but I do really appreciate you guys taking your time.  



22    I appreciate everybody being respectful to everybody's 



23    opinions and what they got going on.  



24                    We will move this forward.  I 



25    understand, I heard everything.  I've been here the 
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 1    whole night.  I haven't just walked in for the last 10 



 2    minutes.  I've been standing back there.  So I really, 



 3    really appreciate all your opinions.  We got them all 



 4    down; we taped them.  You're going to have more 



 5    chance.  



 6                    I really thank Steve and all the 



 7    staff, all you guys, thank you for all the work you 



 8    do.  There is a lot of hours, a lot of time, but 



 9    believe me, I am -- I worry about that too.  



10                    I worry about the two state highways 



11    coming through.  I made this speech before.  Nobody up 



12    north up in Monroe or any town above us cares about 



13    how much traffic comes through Lake Forest Park, and 



14    every day we live it and now we're dealing with 



15    cut-through traffic.  



16                    We're dealing with things, and if you 



17    don't think the mayor cares about the environment, I'm 



18    the first mayor that's ever wanted to clean up the 



19    creek at Ballinger, and I'm going to get that done and 



20    we are going to dig some roads and we need trees and 



21    we're all in together.  



22                    So, thanks for everything you do and 



23    thanks for being great citizens and we will continue 



24    this process forward.  And on your way out, I'd like 



25    to give you a cookie, but we don't (inaudible).  You 
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 1    guys have a great night.  



 2                    Thanks for everything.



 3                    (END OF TRANSCRIPTION)
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·1· · · · · · · · · · · · · --oOo--


·2


·3· · · · · · · · (BEGINNING OF TRANSCRIPTION)


·4· · · · · · · · · ·MR. BENNETT:· Thank you, Mandy.· If


·5· ·you'd turn the podium back to the way it was, I


·6· ·appreciate that.


·7· · · · · · · · · ·FEMALE VOICE:· Yes.


·8· · · · · · · · · ·MR. BENNETT:· So we have about 25


·9· ·people already signed up who have indicated they want


10· ·to speak, so we're going to limit the amount of time


11· ·per speaker to three minutes.


12· · · · · · · · · ·There are more sign-up sheets in the


13· ·back if you would still like to speak.· One of Ms.


14· ·Roberts' team will come back and collect the remaining


15· ·sheets if you have had a change of heart on that


16· ·issue.


17· · · · · · · · · ·There's some ground rules.· You cannot


18· ·save time to someone else.· Everybody has three


19· ·minutes, and you'll see a blinking green light, which


20· ·means you have one minute left when you're up there,


21· ·and then at 30 seconds left you'll have a -- the light


22· ·turns yellow.


23· · · · · · · · · ·So if somebody else has spoken before


24· ·you and you agree with what they say, you can just


25· ·say, I agree with so-and-so, and that would be a







·1· ·perfectly legitimate comment.


·2· · · · · · · · · ·Please be respectful of your fellow


·3· ·citizens' time.· If you go over your time or you


·4· ·applaud, you're taking away someone else's time to be


·5· ·heard and you're interfering with other citizens'


·6· ·rights to hear all the points that are being


·7· ·represented tonight.


·8· · · · · · · · · ·So I'm going to call out names in


·9· ·order of what the sheets I have here.· I'll call out


10· ·two names, and the second person should be getting


11· ·near the podium and ready to speak at the close of the


12· ·remarks of the person just before them.


13· · · · · · · · · ·So first to speak would be Amparo


14· ·Rosen, and then Julian Anderson.· Amparo.


15· · · · · · · · · ·MS. ROSEN:· Good evening.· I live in


16· ·Sheridan Beach, and this has been quite the process.


17· ·One of the things that comes to mind when I see all of


18· ·this is Lake Forest Park is small, and I think of


19· ·infrastructure, and when I was reading through the


20· ·material there was an aquifer, is what Lake Forest


21· ·Park's uses, and the sewer impact has not been


22· ·currently -- is not currently known.


23· · · · · · · · · ·So I think before I go to building


24· ·something, I would like to have a very clear picture


25· ·of how they plan to do the infrastructure to support







·1· ·this new building.


·2· · · · · · · · · ·MR. BENNETT:· Thank you, Ms. Rosen.


·3· ·Julian Anderson, and then Dale Cote.


·4· · · · · · · · · ·MR. ANDERSON:· Good evening.· Just for


·5· ·the record, I'm opposed to alternative two and three,


·6· ·and they're both pretty huge.· I favor alternative


·7· ·one, and some of its details might have to be looked


·8· ·at, but I recognize that the maximum height on the


·9· ·southern half of the property is lower in alternative


10· ·one than it is on the northern side.


11· · · · · · · · · ·But my comment is really more


12· ·generalized.· Much of what I have read and heard at


13· ·meetings begins with a vision, like what you heard


14· ·tonight, that our community will benefit by the


15· ·amenities that will be required in any redevelopment


16· ·of the town center, amenities such as enlarged tree


17· ·canopy, a park around Lyon Creek, generous public open


18· ·space, more vibrant retail offers, more diverse


19· ·housing stock, even affordable housing, et cetera.


20· · · · · · · · · ·This vision winds up with a conclusion


21· ·that the impacts of some greater density negative


22· ·impacts at the town center is the price for all these


23· ·desirable amenities, but in the draft code amendments


24· ·and some of the EIS alternatives and in some of the


25· ·meetings I have attended, I hear a different tune, a







·1· ·tune that begins with doing what's necessary to


·2· ·attract a developer and minimizing the costs and


·3· ·inconveniences of requirements that may lessen the


·4· ·developer's interests or profitability.


·5· · · · · · · · · ·Two days ago, at the council's


·6· ·community of the whole meeting, this is an example, a


·7· ·council member brought up an impact discussed in the


·8· ·EIS, a question about the adequacy of the water supply


·9· ·for alternatives two and three, with their many


10· ·residential units.


11· · · · · · · · · ·Water to this whole site is provided


12· ·by the Lake Forest Park Water District, and they have


13· ·their own plan for capital improvements, but the DEIS


14· ·information makes the adequacy of water supply


15· ·question a reasonable concern.


16· · · · · · · · · ·Discussion at that meeting ensued, but


17· ·it ended after one of the consultants present said


18· ·that the water district has Inn if inner ties to other


19· ·water systems and could easily open the gates to those


20· ·cross-connections and acquire water from elsewhere to


21· ·fully supply even alternative three.


22· · · · · · · · · ·Many in Lake Forest Park place high


23· ·value on the pure artesian water provided by this


24· ·water district, which is not degraded by the residues


25· ·of chemical treatments or additions.







·1· · · · · · · · · ·The consultant's remark was tone deaf,


·2· ·deaf to the community's tune.· This is just a recent


·3· ·example of the tune that views desired amenities as a


·4· ·burden on development, not as the fundamental reason


·5· ·to even consider redevelopment.


·6· · · · · · · · · ·I hope the council members recognize


·7· ·this unwelcome tune and resist it.


·8· · · · · · · · · ·MR. BENNETT:· Thank you, Mr. Anderson.


·9· ·Next up, Dale Cote, and then Barbara Sharkey.


10· · · · · · · · · ·MR. COTE:· Hi.· Good evening.· Thank


11· ·you.· I'll begin, my name is Dale Cote.· My wife and I


12· ·have lived here for 26 years, and my wife actually was


13· ·born and raised in Lake Forest Park.


14· · · · · · · · · ·We're excited about the possibility of


15· ·redevelopment and revitalization of the town center.


16· ·We do believe there could be improvements.· However, a


17· ·couple things to note.


18· · · · · · · · · ·I was a member of the task force that


19· ·resulted in the current zoning of the town center


20· ·alternative one.· I'd like to note that the number of


21· ·housing units resulting from that task force is much


22· ·different than the number of units proposed in


23· ·alternative one that we see in the -- in this


24· ·proposal.


25· · · · · · · · · ·There's no explanation for the change,







·1· ·so that would be a question.· The city's promoting


·2· ·alternative one as no change.· The marketing of


·3· ·alternative one as no change is incorrect.· Based on


·4· ·that number of housing units allowed, it implies that


·5· ·the town center will remain exactly as it is today,


·6· ·resulting in misleading the community into supporting


·7· ·only alternative two and alternative three.


·8· · · · · · · · · ·After all, no change means it's going


·9· ·to be as is.· I would suggest marketing alternative


10· ·one as current zoning.· The remainder of my comments


11· ·really have to do with traffic and I'll -- I'll


12· ·address some other concerns in a written form.


13· · · · · · · · · ·The potential of adding 1,500 to 1,700


14· ·units to the town center without extensive traffic


15· ·study on both the town center and surrounding


16· ·neighborhoods is irresponsible.· Neighborhoods are


17· ·currently experiencing cut-through traffic attempting


18· ·to get in and out of the town center during peak


19· ·hours, and attempting to access Bothell Way is a


20· ·significant challenge currently.


21· · · · · · · · · ·The ability to safely walk


22· ·neighborhoods and the town center is increasingly


23· ·dangerous due to the current traffic issues.· The fire


24· ·station has also noted the challenge of exiting to


25· ·access emergency calls in -- is currently a problem.







·1· · · · · · · · · ·How does adding 1,500 to 1,700 units


·2· ·plus a 300 parking garage -- 300 cars have to drive to


·3· ·the garage, with an increased number of buses to bring


·4· ·more people to light rail, how does that not


·5· ·drastically impact traffic?


·6· · · · · · · · · ·From this draft environmental impact


·7· ·statement, chapter 3, page 8, fire department reports


·8· ·concerns about congestion on access in front of the


·9· ·station.· What is the specific plan to address this


10· ·safety issue?


11· · · · · · · · · ·Chapter 3, section 3.5, page 71,


12· ·traffic operations at the intersection surrounding the


13· ·town center could be affected by increased development


14· ·at the town center.· That could occur with


15· ·implementation of alternative analysis in this EIS.


16· ·The study does not show traffic impact cut-through on


17· ·surrounding roads and neighborhoods and pedestrian


18· ·safety.· This needs to be studied.


19· · · · · · · · · ·And then, finally -- I got to hurry


20· ·here.· My red light's up.· So, in addition, from the


21· ·DEIS, bringing residents into the proximity with


22· ·shopping services in town center can also reduce the


23· ·overall number of car trips in the community and


24· ·region.· This should be reduced, the overall vehicle


25· ·travel miles in the region, bringing a variety of







·1· ·other positive results such as less traffic congestion


·2· ·on highways and -- and arterials.


·3· · · · · · · · · ·This is a ridiculous statement.


·4· ·Thinking that bringing 1,700 units, naively they'll


·5· ·only bring one car, and adding a 300 car garage along


·6· ·with more buses, will reduce traffic congestion is


·7· ·absolutely absurd.· I just ask that we study it more


·8· ·closely.


·9· · · · · · · · · ·Thanks.


10· · · · · · · · · ·MR. BENNETT:· Thank you, Mr. Cote.


11· ·Next up is Barb Sharkey, and then Julia Bent.


12· · · · · · · · · ·MS. SHARKEY:· Thank you.· I'm Barbara


13· ·Sharkey.· I'm here with my, a picture's worth a


14· ·thousand words.· I'll try to be brief.· The -- oh, I


15· ·have to read that.· Thank you.


16· · · · · · · · · ·The proposed buildings are way out of


17· ·scale for the area.· They will literally block the


18· ·sun, as was mentioned.· I was glad that I had the


19· ·right idea.· From October to March you can see the


20· ·buildings, 85, 75, 65.· Here is me and my husband down


21· ·here, five and a half feet, six feet.· We are not


22· ·going to see the sun if you live there.


23· · · · · · · · · ·The low lying area of the mall is the


24· ·basin for all the water coming from all three


25· ·directions, trying to flow into Lake Washington.· It







·1· ·is a wetlands.· The crows have institutional memory


·2· ·that it is a wetlands, and even if 50 years ago


·3· ·construction changed the soil composition underneath,


·4· ·that was to support a parking lot, not these huge


·5· ·buildings.


·6· · · · · · · · · ·In 2015, we successfully fixed our


·7· ·flooding problems with the culverts, disrupting the


·8· ·natural underground springs that (unintelligible) the


·9· ·area will just make matters worse again.· It is a


10· ·wetlands.


11· · · · · · · · · ·Talking about the traffic and access.


12· ·About six cars right now can exit the mall on each


13· ·left turn green light down by Starbucks.· The backup


14· ·begins about 4:00 each afternoon.· Even if you add


15· ·another lane there and also (unintelligible) going on


16· ·to Ballinger, it won't be enough to get even the 300


17· ·cars from the parking garage into and out of the mall,


18· ·much less another 7 to 800 cars associated with this


19· ·many residential units.· Thank you.


20· · · · · · · · · ·MR. BENNETT:· Thank you, Ms. Sharkey.


21· ·Next up, Julia Bent and then Jean Robbins.


22· · · · · · · · · ·MS. BENT:· Thank you.· I'm speaking


23· ·tonight as a private citizen, but I do note that as a


24· ·tree board member, I do have a particular interest in


25· ·trees.







·1· · · · · · · · · ·The alternatives presented here do not


·2· ·provide much in the way of green space.· Presumably,


·3· ·the proposed departments are designed, at least in


·4· ·part, for families.· Where are the children from these


·5· ·families going to play?· There are two nearby parks,


·6· ·Whispering Willows and Blue Heron, but they are small


·7· ·and hardly capable of providing a meaningful outdoor


·8· ·experience for children of any age.


·9· · · · · · · · · ·Children in urban areas are thought by


10· ·many to suffer from nature deficit disorder.· The


11· ·alternatives don't address this issue in any


12· ·significant way.· The little bit of proposed green


13· ·space along and spanned in Lyons Creek is totally


14· ·insufficient.· I wonder about the amount of mitigating


15· ·trees, shrubs, and open space in general.


16· · · · · · · · · ·In the DEIS, chapter 4.2 pays lip


17· ·service to problems of storm water management, to


18· ·follow up on the previous comment, by and they -- and


19· ·in this chapter rain gardens and impervious pavements


20· ·are mentioned in passing, but I did not see any


21· ·indication of these amenities, especially rain gardens


22· ·in these plans.· I didn't see any space where they


23· ·could go.


24· · · · · · · · · ·As a tree lover, it seems to me the


25· ·trees sketched in on the plans are rigidly placed in







·1· ·rows, not simulated in any way the forest in Lake


·2· ·Forest Park.


·3· · · · · · · · · ·At a minimum, a play area with at


·4· ·least one grove of trees, shrubs, and some open space


·5· ·should be included in any design, and in addition to


·6· ·placing disbursed trees to mitigate the hardcapes.


·7· · · · · · · · · ·Trees are valuable.· They filter storm


·8· ·water, and they do cut down CO2 emissions.· They


·9· ·provide shade, et cetera, et cetera.· We all know


10· ·their benefits.


11· · · · · · · · · ·This is necessary to maintain some


12· ·semblance of the green nature of Lake Forest Park that


13· ·Lake Forest Park residents moved here to enjoy.


14· · · · · · · · · ·Such a space could also provide a


15· ·meaningful natural place for children to recreate and


16· ·experience at least a small sliver of the natural


17· ·world that we in this city profess to treasure.


18· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you.


19· · · · · · · · · ·MR. BENNETT:· Thank you very much, Ms.


20· ·Bent.· Now, Jean Robbins, and then Doug Mitchell.


21· · · · · · · · · ·MS. ROBBINS:· Hi.· Am I being recorded


22· ·for the city council?· Tell me who's hearing me.


23· · · · · · · · · ·MR. BENNETT:· We're recording for use


24· ·in writing the (unintelligible).


25· · · · · · · · · ·MS. ROBBINS:· All right.







·1· · · · · · · · · ·MR. BENNETT:· So everybody would have


·2· ·the (inaudible).


·3· · · · · · · · · ·MS. ROBBINS:· I'm Jean Robbins, and I


·4· ·was a member of the mayor's task force for the vision


·5· ·plan, which was a culmination of all the hearings and


·6· ·participation meetings you attended, and then we were


·7· ·selected from various areas of your city to represent


·8· ·very different areas.


·9· · · · · · · · · ·I have to say, I'm very nervous about


10· ·speaking, so I was advised -- I thought I was talking


11· ·to the council.· I was advised to just envision them


12· ·as naked, so now I have to envision all of you as


13· ·naked.· Sorry about that.· At least it's a warm night.


14· · · · · · · · · ·I feel there's a great disconnect


15· ·between the vision plan here, this beautiful vision


16· ·plan, which Mandy really did a great job with, and we


17· ·really appreciated her leadership on that, but there's


18· ·a big disconnect between this beautiful vision plan,


19· ·which is all of your ideas culminated, and the DEIS


20· ·plans.


21· · · · · · · · · ·During our meetings, housing units,


22· ·housing unit numbers were not discussed.· At one


23· ·point, a number of 850 units was thrown out and we all


24· ·gasped, but we were told not to worry.· It would never


25· ·be that high.· And so, it's clearly different now.







·1· · · · · · · · · ·So, now we're looking at the


·2· ·possibility of 700 or 1,000 units, and even maybe


·3· ·1,500 housing units.· That's way different than 551


·4· ·units.· We are feeling quite deceived in a way when


·5· ·looking at the city's comprehensive plan.· Where the


·6· ·heck did these housing numbers come from?


·7· · · · · · · · · ·The Growth Management Act, with a 20


·8· ·-- with a prospective to 2035, concluded again these


·9· ·lower housing unit numbers and then you add in this


10· ·bonus clause, which again, we never heard of at the


11· ·task force.· We have no idea where that came from and


12· ·it's really not clear how that gets employed.


13· · · · · · · · · ·So instead of 700 units, now we're up


14· ·to 1,000 because of this bonus plan that we've never


15· ·heard of.· Some may say that this plan is outdated,


16· ·but in reality, where's the data to make these changes


17· ·in Lake Forest?


18· · · · · · · · · ·It seems that we are -- this plan --


19· ·these plans are for a speculative developer, not the


20· ·citizens who came to the community meetings and shared


21· ·their hopes, and yet we have no data for what


22· ·(unintelligible) desires.


23· · · · · · · · · ·Where is the data to indicate the


24· ·housing needs?· There has never been a clear survey of


25· ·the number of seniors in the city who might want to







·1· ·have lived in an apartment at the town center, and for


·2· ·those who embrace aging here, how small might the


·3· ·apartments be?


·4· · · · · · · · · ·I have recently heard of the concept


·5· ·of pod units.· Is this really what our seniors want,


·6· ·given that many of our people in Lake Forest Park have


·7· ·the means to create something else for themselves and


·8· ·live outside of the city in another green area,


·9· ·perhaps?


10· · · · · · · · · ·I just want to close with saying that


11· ·the city of Seattle clearly is moving towards high


12· ·density, but even in the city of Seattle they are


13· ·making amendments for communities like Mount Baker,


14· ·Queen Anne, Crown Hill, so that where they're housing


15· ·single unit house -- single housing, whatever the term


16· ·is, that they are making amendments for that to


17· ·decrease the density there rather than increase the


18· ·density.


19· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you.


20· · · · · · · · · ·MR. BENNETT:· Thank you, Ms. Robbins.


21· · · · · · · · · ·MS. ROBBINS:· And you can all get


22· ·dressed again.


23· · · · · · · · · ·MR. BENNETT:· Next up is Doug


24· ·Mitchell, and after Mr. Mitchell will be Lorraine


25· ·Bodi.







·1· · · · · · · · · ·MR. MITCHELL:· Hello.· My name is Doug


·2· ·Mitchell.· I live over on 26th Avenue in the west side


·3· ·of town, and along with Jean and some of my other


·4· ·colleagues here, I had the privilege of serving on the


·5· ·town center vision task force last year, and I'm


·6· ·grateful to Mayor Johnson for giving me that


·7· ·opportunity.


·8· · · · · · · · · ·I'll get right to my top bullet point.


·9· ·It looks to me like the work that went into the vision


10· ·document, not just by the task force, but by the


11· ·hundreds of people that showed for the various public


12· ·events that went into it, all that work just was left


13· ·by the wayside when this DEIS was developed.


14· · · · · · · · · ·I don't know a single person who was


15· ·involved in the process last year who said or wrote


16· ·anything that sounded like it would have supported


17· ·alternative two or three.· Everyone I have talked to


18· ·since the DEIS was published has been shocked at


19· ·what's proposed.


20· · · · · · · · · ·Last year, there was never any talk of


21· ·seven-story mixed use development.· There was never


22· ·any mention of adding 1,500 dwelling units.· This is


23· ·all new.· This has nothing to do with the vision


24· ·document that was supposed to be driving this entire


25· ·project.· The vision document contains a detailed set







·1· ·of goals and policies.


·2· · · · · · · · · ·I'll skip the details tonight because


·3· ·so many people want to speak, but I don't see any


·4· ·references at all in the DEIS to any of the specific


·5· ·goals and policies of the vision document, not one.


·6· ·Not a single one.


·7· · · · · · · · · ·Frankly, it's hard for me to believe


·8· ·that the vision document, all the work that went into


·9· ·it by hundreds of citizens was taken seriously in


10· ·developing this document.


11· · · · · · · · · ·Okay.· On to another separate problem.


12· ·The city's 2015 comprehensive plan specifies a target


13· ·of 551 additional housing units city wide, out to


14· ·2035.· The three alternatives, as we all know by now,


15· ·provide for 700, 1,200, and 1,500 additional housing


16· ·units.


17· · · · · · · · · ·The DEIS talks briefly about the


18· ·discrepancy between these two numbers by saying of the


19· ·comp plan number, quote, these estimates are likely


20· ·now outdated, end quote.· Look, an EIS is a document


21· ·that's based on science and facts.· Statements like


22· ·this one, claiming that the target's codified in a


23· ·comp plan are likely outdated, really have no place in


24· ·an EIS.


25· · · · · · · · · ·If you want to override the growth







·1· ·targets in the comp plan, you're going to have to come


·2· ·up with some facts, some data, and some evidence


·3· ·backing up your claims.


·4· · · · · · · · · ·Now, one more basic question is, why


·5· ·are alternatives two and three necessary to implement


·6· ·the vision which the citizens prepared last year?


·7· ·Mandy before asked us, tell us why you don't want


·8· ·1,500 houses.· I'm going to turn that around and say,


·9· ·who wants 1,500 housing units?· Where did that come


10· ·from?· None of the citizens wanted it in the entire


11· ·process last year.


12· · · · · · · · · ·There's just no justification


13· ·whatsoever for those numbers.· The DEIS, in my


14· ·opinion, should be completely revised with more


15· ·appropriate housing numbers and with a greater


16· ·attention to the goals and policies of the vision


17· ·document, which the citizens provided to you in good


18· ·faith and after a lot of hard work.


19· · · · · · · · · ·MR. BENNETT:· Thank you, Mr. Mitchell.


20· ·Next up is Lorraine Bodi, and then following Ms. Bodi,


21· ·David Jardine.· I apologize if I messed up your last


22· ·name.


23· · · · · · · · · ·MS. BODI:· Hi.· My name's Lorraine


24· ·Bodi, and I'm an environmental lawyer and a longtime


25· ·resident of Lake Forest Park.· I've worked on EISs,







·1· ·and this is an important one, because this is the


·2· ·blueprint.· Have they tried to downplay that in the


·3· ·presentation?· This is the blueprint for what can


·4· ·happen over the next 20 or so years.· So it's


·5· ·important to get this right and get it consistent with


·6· ·the vision document.


·7· · · · · · · · · ·I'm so disappointed in this document.


·8· ·It so little reflects our critical Lake Forest Park


·9· ·values and vision.· It needs to be completely redone.


10· ·I agree with that comment.


11· · · · · · · · · ·I support further development at the


12· ·town center, and the current code and requirements and


13· ·vision document allow that to happen, but I want it to


14· ·be community oriented.· I want us to preserve the


15· ·commercial use for all of our citizens, and I want


16· ·residential use to be secondary to that.


17· · · · · · · · · ·I support residential use, but not as


18· ·the primary purpose.· I want this to be a town center


19· ·for us, a vibrant town center.· I don't want it to be


20· ·Lake City or Northgate.· We don't live in Lake Forest


21· ·Park because we want to be like Lake City and


22· ·Northgate.


23· · · · · · · · · ·I think the DEIS, for reasons many


24· ·people have mentioned, is short on transparency and


25· ·full disclosure on the key issues.· It's really







·1· ·disingenuous on traffic, the availability of resident


·2· ·parking, infrastructure impacts, open space and public


·3· ·space.


·4· · · · · · · · · ·The inconsistency with the vision


·5· ·document, the characterization of alternative one as


·6· ·allowing far more development than the base code


·7· ·requires or allows, I mean, and more.· There are more


·8· ·issues like that.


·9· · · · · · · · · ·The key Lake Forest Park values the


10· ·needs that I think should be better addressed include


11· ·preserving the low rise character of the Lake Forest


12· ·Park community, so we don't look like Lake City and


13· ·Northgate or even worse.


14· · · · · · · · · ·I support alternative one, but with an


15· ·adjustment to reflect the base of the code and the


16· ·urban guidelines are not automatic.· That's a --


17· ·that's a separate process.· So let's go -- let's use


18· ·the current code and enhance it based on vision


19· ·documents.


20· · · · · · · · · ·I think we need meaningful open space


21· ·and green space.· I won't go into that.· Everyone's


22· ·talked about that.


23· · · · · · · · · ·I want to mention community meeting


24· ·space.· As I read the document, the community meeting


25· ·space that would now be on the roof of a parking







·1· ·garage in this scenario.· So again, that's the kind of


·2· ·like weird things that consultants may write, but the


·3· ·people of Lake Forest Park would never write something


·4· ·like that.


·5· · · · · · · · · ·So I have to say, I value having --


·6· ·being able to park at the mall and not have to pay for


·7· ·it.· It makes me -- when I'm in a hurry or when I have


·8· ·a lot of things in the car, it makes me shop here.


·9· ·So, I think it's important to preserve that as well.


10· · · · · · · · · ·So one last thing.· This meeting is


11· ·ridiculous, that we have people standing outside when


12· ·the last meeting was standing room only too.


13· · · · · · · · · ·MR. BENNETT:· Thank you for your


14· ·comments.


15· · · · · · · · · ·MS. BODI:· I would just say, I used to


16· ·work for an agency and if we had a crowd like this, we


17· ·would be bringing in chairs all the way up here --


18· · · · · · · · · ·COLLECTIVE VOICES:· Yeah.


19· · · · · · · · · ·MS. BODI:· -- so that everyone could


20· ·come in or finding a different meeting location.


21· · · · · · · · · ·MR. BENNETT:· Thank you for your


22· ·comments, ma'am.


23· · · · · · · · · ·MS. BODI:· One last thing.· The


24· ·schedule is ridiculous.


25· · · · · · · · · ·MR. BENNETT:· All right.· So thank







·1· ·you.· Next up is David Jardine, and then Jack Tonkin.


·2· · · · · · · · · ·MR. JARDINE:· Well, I think I can be


·3· ·brief.· I'm grateful for the two people who have


·4· ·participated in the vision process for providing the


·5· ·clarifying statements, because as I looked through the


·6· ·alternatives here, I thought, gee, that doesn't


·7· ·reflect, certainly, what I want and it doesn't reflect


·8· ·what anybody that I know in the community would want.


·9· · · · · · · · · ·How did we come up with this?· And I


10· ·think there seems to have been a major disconnect


11· ·between the vision process and the outcome.


12· · · · · · · · · ·We're presented now with three


13· ·alternatives and told we have to choose between those.


14· ·Alternative one, I think our mall could use some


15· ·improvement.· Alternatives two and three, 800 pound


16· ·gorilla in the room is where is all of this housing


17· ·density coming from and why is it all being put right


18· ·here.


19· · · · · · · · · ·I think that that needs to be


20· ·reconsidered.· I think that, really, rather than


21· ·having three not very good choices, we have the


22· ·opportunity to use some imagination, perhaps some of


23· ·the work that was in the vision document, and come up


24· ·with a really good and satisfactory alternative that


25· ·will work for the communities.· And I'd especially







·1· ·encourage this group to do that.· Thanks.


·2· · · · · · · · · ·MR. BENNETT:· Thank you for your


·3· ·comment.· And now, Jack Tonkin, and then Paul Cronin.


·4· · · · · · · · · ·MR. TONKIN:· When I first became aware


·5· ·of what was going on, probably over a year ago, and I


·6· ·understand the need for a garage if the SC3 is going


·7· ·to pay for it and if we're really going to have a need


·8· ·for that kind of traffic.· So the garage makes sense.


·9· · · · · · · · · ·If we can locate it in a place and


10· ·make it so unobtrusive as possible, I guess I'm okay


11· ·with that, because it still allows our people to shop.


12· · · · · · · · · ·I also support the idea of what the


13· ·two forces coming together are, and that is there's a


14· ·lot of citizens who would like to downsize or would


15· ·live -- would like to live in the park.· There's


16· ·outsiders who would like to live in the park, and we


17· ·have made several attempts, clustered housing being


18· ·one of them, to accommodate that.


19· · · · · · · · · ·It makes more sense to me, if it's


20· ·attractive and if it's the right count, to have


21· ·housing or living conditions such as apartments within


22· ·the center, but I think what I see in two and three is


23· ·nothing of what our vision was back then.


24· · · · · · · · · ·And I've seen the council last year


25· ·pushing cluster housing, seven houses in a back lot,







·1· ·and finally came to the conclusion in a


·2· ·(unintelligible) meeting that this maybe wasn't the


·3· ·vision that they had, and so they pushed it back to


·4· ·the planning commission for a review.


·5· · · · · · · · · ·And then subsequently, some on the


·6· ·council who are development minded tried to push the


·7· ·whole thing through with a less than quorum and our


·8· ·good mayor vetoed that.


·9· · · · · · · · · ·Now we're facing the same kind of a


10· ·scenario here again in housing and I think we should


11· ·ask the council if this is their vision and is this


12· ·the vision that they want, and this room is filled


13· ·with a lot of voters, and I encourage you to come to


14· ·the council when this comes to their attention and you


15· ·have an opportunity to put the heat there and ask


16· ·them, is this the vision they want, and let's hear it


17· ·out.· I want to hear that.


18· · · · · · · · · ·MR. BENNETT:· Thank you, Mr. Tonkin.


19· ·Next up is Paul Conin -- Cronin -- excuse me -- and


20· ·then Robyn Atkinson.


21· · · · · · · · · ·MR. CRONIN:· Good evening.· My name's


22· ·Paul Cronin.· I was also selected to sit on the vision


23· ·committee.· Doug and Jean have spoke before me.· I'd


24· ·like to -- there's been a lot of references to the


25· ·vision document that we were entrusted by the







·1· ·communities to endorse, and so as a reminder, I


·2· ·thought I'd just read a few excerpts from that, from


·3· ·the sustainability section of Vision of the Future.


·4· · · · · · · · · ·The town center is more green than


·5· ·gray.· After all, Forest is our middle name.· From the


·6· ·same section as the Vision of the Future, buildings


·7· ·should be set back from the surrounding residential


·8· ·areas and from busy highways, corridors, and


·9· ·designated (unintelligible) stories that step back


10· ·from increase -- from heights that increase.


11· · · · · · · · · ·And I think the most important one in


12· ·the common theme I seem to hear tonight, retaining a


13· ·sense of scale akin to a village, a small town, not


14· ·too urban.· Thank you.


15· · · · · · · · · ·MR. BENNETT:· Thank you, Mr. Cronin --


16· ·excuse me -- and now is Robyn Atkinson, and then


17· ·Melissa Roberts.


18· · · · · · · · · ·MS. ATKINSON:· Hi.· I'm Robyn


19· ·Atkinson, and my family moved here in the mid 1920s,


20· ·so we've been around a while, and we've always been


21· ·troublemakers.· So, everything I wanted to say


22· ·everybody's already said.


23· · · · · · · · · ·I will add, that over this last week I


24· ·have made some phone calls, one to an extremely large


25· ·developer, presented the Lake Forest Park one, two,







·1· ·and three and the timelines that the developer was


·2· ·asking for and our city council and they were


·3· ·incredulous.· They could not believe anybody would ask


·4· ·for these timelines and for this type of intense


·5· ·zoning for this area.


·6· · · · · · · · · ·So then I called a city manager, a


·7· ·small city in the south, bigger than Lake Forest Park,


·8· ·but not as about big as Burien, and I laid out the


·9· ·same scenario to them.· They were thunderstruck.· They


10· ·could not believe anybody would even try to get away


11· ·with this.


12· · · · · · · · · ·So, this is an unusual situation we


13· ·find ourselves in.· Our task force, years ago, put


14· ·together a plan that the city paid for.· Well


15· ·researched.· We had beautiful plans that everybody got


16· ·to look at, with livability here for 400 units, 400


17· ·fabulous new neighbors, and it's all gone.· That's not


18· ·even on the board out there.· It's only about what


19· ·this current developer would like to do.


20· · · · · · · · · ·So, I urge our council, that works


21· ·hard, and our planning department to rethink this.


22· ·Give us at least 90 days like everybody else gets to


23· ·look at the options.


24· · · · · · · · · ·And as far as traffic goes, when


25· ·Starbucks can hold all of us hostage.· If you think







·1· ·1,500 residences, that might, might be 3,000 cars,


·2· ·won't make an impact, then you need a new algorithm,


·3· ·because that computer lied to you.


·4· · · · · · · · · ·I mean, let's face it, all of you that


·5· ·know the back roads, we take them in the morning,


·6· ·because Bothell Way shuts down from Kenmore to 145th,


·7· ·and if you're in landscaping, like I have been for the


·8· ·last 35 years, the crews are coming from the outlying


·9· ·areas for construction, landscaping, plumbing,


10· ·whatever, and they can't get through and it's our


11· ·clients that are paying that commute time at $50 an


12· ·hour per laborer.


13· · · · · · · · · ·So, please, there is not room for


14· ·those 1,500 units here, but with mother-in-law units,


15· ·we could squeeze them in somewhere around the park.


16· ·That way the money stays in the park, it stays with


17· ·the homeowner, and if you don't want a garden at your


18· ·house anymore, you can move into that lovely ATU or


19· ·AUD -- I forget the initials for it -- and garden in


20· ·someone else's yard and have your rent greatly


21· ·reduced.


22· · · · · · · · · ·That way the money stays in the park,


23· ·we continue to shop here at a lovely shopping center


24· ·that has interesting boutiques and fabulous food, and


25· ·only 400 new residences.· Thank you.







·1· · · · · · · · · ·MR. BENNETT:· Thank you, Ms. Atkinson.


·2· ·Next up, Melissa Robertson, and then Ethan Robertson.


·3· · · · · · · · · ·MS. ROBERTSON:· My name is Melissa


·4· ·Robertson.· As you know from your many attempts to ask


·5· ·the community for input on dreams and visions of the


·6· ·town center, we are people who yern for opportunities


·7· ·to safely walk and bike in our neighborhoods, for


·8· ·nature preservation, and improvement and for authentic


·9· ·community building spaces.


10· · · · · · · · · ·You know that already.· We know that


11· ·about ourselves also, but when you say that you want


12· ·to improve the developmental prospects of our town's


13· ·center, you make me very nervous.· I want you to focus


14· ·on creating code recommendations that exceed our


15· ·quality of life right now.


16· · · · · · · · · ·We're not looking for green space and


17· ·open space in the buffers along the edges of the town


18· ·center or on the rooftop gardens or in festival


19· ·streets that mainly act as parking and traffic spaces,


20· ·adding up to 3.9 acres.· We're looking for actual


21· ·gathering spaces.


22· · · · · · · · · ·We don't want less.· We want more.· We


23· ·want to work together.· We want to know that our


24· ·elected officers and the consultants that we hired


25· ·aren't giving us lip service when they ask what we







·1· ·want, but that they're working toward creating a


·2· ·purpose filled community at every opportunity.


·3· · · · · · · · · ·Please, bend over backwards for the


·4· ·people, not for the developers.


·5· · · · · · · · · ·MR. BENNETT:· Thank you Ms. Robertson.


·6· ·Next up is Ethan Robinson[sic], and then TJ Fudge.


·7· · · · · · · · · ·MS. ROBERTSON:· All right.· I'm going


·8· ·to read Ethan's comments for him.· This is him.


·9· · · · · · · · · ·Dear City Council, my mom goes to a


10· ·lot of meetings.· Some of them are at our house, and I


11· ·listen in from our loft.· Sometimes I play Legos or


12· ·read books during the meetings.


13· · · · · · · · · ·The last meeting was about our


14· ·neighborhood.· I love our town.· My favorite things


15· ·are Third Place Books, being able to ride my bike


16· ·around the neighborhood, and I like that there's more


17· ·nature here.· My family loves trees.· Please don't let


18· ·there be less nature.


19· · · · · · · · · ·I'm really looking forward to going to


20· ·the town center when I'm older and hang out with my


21· ·friends.· I'm seven years old, so it's going to be a


22· ·while before I get to hang out there, but my brother's


23· ·nine, so it's going to be sooner for him.· I see big


24· ·kids doing it all the time.


25· · · · · · · · · ·But have you met my mom?· She's a







·1· ·little crazy, even though I know she loves me, so I


·2· ·don't think she would let us go if there were big


·3· ·traffic jams all the time, with tons of people.· Plus,


·4· ·why would we go there if there's no more Third Place


·5· ·or stores we like?


·6· · · · · · · · · ·Are you going to make any places for


·7· ·big kids to hang out?· I'm wondering what you're


·8· ·planning to have it look like.· I hope that it has


·9· ·lots of room to walk and ride my bike.· I hope it


10· ·could have a bigger library, with even more books and


11· ·stuff to do.· I'm dreaming of a skate park and a


12· ·robotic center, where we can build and fix things.


13· · · · · · · · · ·I also want to ask if you're really


14· ·going to take down the center soon?· Please do not.  I


15· ·really love the way it is now.


16· · · · · · · · · ·Let's see.· Come on, little...· It's


17· ·kind of hard for me to think about the future.· I'm


18· ·glad there are smart people working on this project.


19· ·Please think of me and my friends and my brother when


20· ·you're picking out what to do.· Sincerely, Ethan


21· ·Robertson.


22· · · · · · · · · ·MR. BENNETT:· Thank you, Ethan.  I


23· ·appreciate your thoughtful comments.· Next up is TJ


24· ·Fudge, and then Mike Dee.


25· · · · · · · · · ·MR. FUDGE:· Hello.· TJ Fudge.· And so,







·1· ·I would say I'm definitely here as a person who


·2· ·supports development and the addition of units, but


·3· ·not in this way.· And in this way, I mean the process


·4· ·by which this is happening.


·5· · · · · · · · · ·So as a member of the planning


·6· ·commission, I am very distressed at the way this has


·7· ·been presented to the community in particular, this


·8· ·establishment of what I consider a false choice


·9· ·between alternatives one, two, and three, not


10· ·recognizing that alternative one, really when built


11· ·into it, has a whole range of units that could be


12· ·supported.· Not just 700, or, as the draft


13· ·environmental impact states, could it go even higher,


14· ·but also lower.


15· · · · · · · · · ·And I think that needs to be


16· ·communicated, as well as the fact that the 2005 task


17· ·force did a very good job of implementing a system


18· ·where there was specifics about, if development were


19· ·to occur, there would have to be the same things that


20· ·we identified in the vision statement; that is,


21· ·improvements to Lyon Creek, open space, the concerns


22· ·about parking and pedestrian, bicycle travel.


23· · · · · · · · · ·There seems to be an impression that


24· ·we're reinventing the wheel with this vision


25· ·statement, and while it does present an updated







·1· ·vision, it is largely consistent with what went before


·2· ·and I don't think it's fair the way this presents it,


·3· ·that what is allowed under alternative one seems to be


·4· ·being presented as if we don't get the protections or


·5· ·the interests that are in the vision statement.


·6· · · · · · · · · ·And so, I as a planning commissioner


·7· ·am very frustrated with this process and I don't


·8· ·believe we should act further on this.


·9· · · · · · · · · ·Unfortunately, I've been told, due to


10· ·the rushed timeline, we will not even be able to issue


11· ·our typical recommendation to the city council, and so


12· ·I think the final point I'll make is that this is


13· ·process has been rushed.


14· · · · · · · · · ·MR. BENNETT:· Thank you, Mr. Fudge,


15· ·for your comment.· Next up is Mike Dee, and then


16· ·George Grantham.


17· · · · · · · · · ·MR. DEE:· Howdy.· Mike Dee here.


18· ·Thank you for the opportunity to comment tonight.


19· ·Thank you for everybody for coming out.


20· · · · · · · · · ·I've had an opportunity -- I know


21· ·you've had an opportunity to do this multiple times


22· ·already, 2004, 2005, and other times.


23· · · · · · · · · ·As far as a Open Public Meetings Act,


24· ·I do not feel this meeting has complied with it.


25· ·There was not an online agenda available for the







·1· ·public 24 hours ahead of time.· Once again, it makes


·2· ·it difficult for the public to come to the meeting and


·3· ·be able to be prepared for it, knowing that maybe you


·4· ·have to show up early to look at displays and know


·5· ·that maybe there might be limited seating and all


·6· ·that.


·7· · · · · · · · · ·A number of the meetings that you do


·8· ·in this process, and we have consultant after


·9· ·consultant that continue to do this, there's different


10· ·processes, procedures, formats, and it makes it tough


11· ·for the public to prepare for it.· So I'd appreciate


12· ·that you try to comply with the Open Public Meetings


13· ·Act and let people know ahead of time.


14· · · · · · · · · ·As far as the draft environmental


15· ·impact statement and the town center vision document


16· ·that we keep hearing about, the process that -- some


17· ·concerns that I had with it.· The vision task force


18· ·was handpicked by the mayor from around the city.


19· ·That part was good as far as it being around the city,


20· ·but this is -- had -- this is a group that had all


21· ·their meetings in secret.


22· · · · · · · · · ·They were not public meetings.· They


23· ·were all off the record.· They did not have minutes or


24· ·agenda for the public.· Also during their meetings,


25· ·very few documents, if any documents, were available,







·1· ·except for the public through the Public Records Act,


·2· ·because they are required through the Public Records


·3· ·Act through a public records request to provide


·4· ·certain documents.


·5· · · · · · · · · ·It has a bunch of good stuff in it,


·6· ·but the process was really -- was not appropriate, and


·7· ·I don't believe there was any public review or maybe a


·8· ·draft of the vision plan before it was presented.


·9· · · · · · · · · ·The fact sheet for your January 2019


10· ·Lake Forest Park Town Center Heart of the Community


11· ·Draft Environmental Impact Statement for the town


12· ·center plan starts out with -- it's on the first page


13· ·here, fact sheet page 1, and it's got very few facts


14· ·on it.


15· · · · · · · · · ·It does have the draft -- the date


16· ·draft EIS issued January 2, 2018.· So the very few


17· ·drafts -- very few facts it does have, it starts with


18· ·one that's incorrect.· It was not issued January 2,


19· ·2018.· So it makes me question a lot of the numbers


20· ·that are in here, and if it's been through some


21· ·correction or process or review.


22· · · · · · · · · ·I'm sure it probably has, but to start


23· ·out that way seems like a bad start or a start that


24· ·could be improved.


25· · · · · · · · · ·A lot of this environmental impact







·1· ·stuff was covered at the last planning commission, and


·2· ·the last planning commission meeting conflicted with


·3· ·the legislative send-off where we tell the legislature


·4· ·what we want for our city and we thank them for all


·5· ·the good work they've done.· So I didn't have a chance


·6· ·to get some of that, because that went long and I


·7· ·missed the meeting.


·8· · · · · · · · · ·But thank you, everybody, that's done


·9· ·all the stuff you're doing and good luck and I hope


10· ·this turns out for you.· I'll stay around as long as I


11· ·can to help you.· And my time's up.· Thanks.


12· · · · · · · · · ·MR. BENNETT:· Thank you, Mr. Dee.


13· ·Next up, George Grantham, and then Jason Colberg.


14· · · · · · · · · ·MR. GRANTHAM:· My name is Grantham,


15· ·and I have lived in Lake Forest Park for about 20, 20


16· ·years.· I lived in the Seattle area all my life.· I'm


17· ·third generation in this area.· So, we really have


18· ·seen some changes.


19· · · · · · · · · ·I'd like to say, first off, that I


20· ·think people have brought up tremendous things here


21· ·that really need to be taken into consideration.


22· · · · · · · · · ·One thing I'd like to say is, when I


23· ·see in the plans two and three, and possibly even plan


24· ·one, we don't know what that would end up looking


25· ·like.· I see canyons and buildings with canyons.· Even







·1· ·the festival street is maybe a little bit wider than


·2· ·some of the others, but it's still a canyon.


·3· · · · · · · · · ·I've visited Amsterdam not long ago,


·4· ·and in cities like that and Mexico, for instance, even


·5· ·in every little town, they have their plaza, and it's


·6· ·not a long, skinny valley between tall buildings.


·7· ·It's a -- it's a large rectangular square.


·8· · · · · · · · · ·In Amsterdam they have town squares in


·9· ·various places where they have markets, they have


10· ·playgrounds and so forth.· I think this would be a


11· ·great opportunity for us to have a similar area, with


12· ·the creek and vegetation on one side, pavement in part


13· ·of it, so forth.


14· · · · · · · · · ·The comment was made, everybody is


15· ·concerned about height.· I'm kind of thinking maybe we


16· ·ought to think out of the box.· We can't build taller


17· ·buildings than six stories because the fire code won't


18· ·let us?· What about in Seattle?· How do they get away


19· ·with it?


20· · · · · · · · · ·Instead of filling the whole place


21· ·with these sort of Soviet style apartment blocks, why


22· ·not two or three taller buildings with a lot of open


23· ·space in between?· Let's, you know, let's think out of


24· ·the box.· Let's think a little smaller.· Let's be


25· ·concerned about all these alternatives.· Let's go back







·1· ·to the drawing board.


·2· · · · · · · · · ·I'm color vision challenged, so I


·3· ·can't tell what color the light is, but thanks a lot


·4· ·for (inaudible).


·5· · · · · · · · · ·MR. BENNETT:· Thank you, Mr. Grantham.


·6· ·Next up is Jason Colberg, and then Steve Beaty.· We


·7· ·only have two more speakers after that, so there are


·8· ·additional sign-up sheets in the back.


·9· · · · · · · · · ·If you've had a change of heart and


10· ·you'd like to speak, please sign one of those and one


11· ·of Ms. Roberts' team can go back there and check to


12· ·see if there are additional people who'd like to


13· ·speak.· I appreciate that.· So, Mr. Colberg.


14· · · · · · · · · ·MR. COLBERG:· Thank you.· So my focus


15· ·is on impact fees, and part of that is when I first


16· ·started getting involved with city governance about


17· ·five years ago, it was kind of midstream of planning


18· ·and process for the southern gateway, and I remember


19· ·one of the first things I ever read over was kind of a


20· ·visioning document, a lot of handwritten comments


21· ·about all the amenities and the things that people


22· ·wanted for the southern gateway.


23· · · · · · · · · ·My perspective on that is nothing has


24· ·come to a fruition in terms of that, that -- that


25· ·term, that large project that the city tackled, and as







·1· ·far as I'm aware, there was never discussion, never


·2· ·consideration of impact fees that are alloted or


·3· ·allowed by the Growth Management Act.


·4· · · · · · · · · ·And the way I understand this -- and


·5· ·I'm not an expert in this, but the way I'm


·6· ·understanding it, is the growth impact -- or the


·7· ·impact fees might allow us the leverage and also the


·8· ·possible funding for the city to be putting -- having


·9· ·some money available to provide for the amenities that


10· ·we're wanting for both this property and some of the


11· ·other things we've...


12· · · · · · · · · ·One of the comments I read on Next


13· ·Door is the other districts, the water district, the


14· ·school district, fire school districts, don't have a


15· ·voice in terms of raising fees or having money coming


16· ·in, in which they'll need to provide services for


17· ·this.


18· · · · · · · · · ·So the impact fees are, I think,


19· ·something I know were mentioned around October or


20· ·November to the council during public comment.· Not by


21· ·me, by someone else, and then I'm not hearing or


22· ·reading or seeing anything else about those.


23· · · · · · · So that's something I think we need to be


24· ·really serious about, because I think the amount of


25· ·money, from what I can tell, is huge.· And to give







·1· ·some example, my initial research, very basic, the


·2· ·range of impact fees runs from $3,600 per unit for the


·3· ·lowest amount that I have seen, to $20,000 per unit


·4· ·for the largest amount I've seen in Oakland,


·5· ·California.


·6· · · · · · · · · ·When I first started talking to people


·7· ·about this, is about 12 to $14,000 per unit.· So if


·8· ·we're looking even at $10,000 per unit times, you know


·9· ·-- I don't really want -- I don't want the 1,500 units


10· ·here either, but if we ended up that high, that


11· ·provide a lot of money for doing the things that we


12· ·want to do.


13· · · · · · · · · ·And maybe, I think, the biggest thing


14· ·is, instead of the multi-family tax exemption as what


15· ·I consider a nonincentive function, to look at the


16· ·impact fees as being the leverage tool that we really


17· ·can use to figure out how to get the open spaces that


18· ·-- everything, I mean, it's all -- the vision is


19· ·great.


20· · · · · · · · · ·It's a matter of implementing the


21· ·vision and having the tools to motivate primarily


22· ·Merlone Geier to do their job or to be players in the


23· ·system if they want to get something done here.


24· · · · · · · · · ·So that's it for me.· Thank you.


25· · · · · · · · · ·MR. BENNETT:· Thank you, Mr. Colberg.







·1· ·Next up, Steve Beaty and then Jay Wheatley.


·2· · · · · · · · · ·MR. BEATY:· Hey.· Steve B., and I've


·3· ·only lived here for three or four years.· I have


·4· ·definitely embraced Lake Forest Park and


·5· ·Belawick[phonetic] and Shoreline.· Just a way better


·6· ·place to raise my kids, if you ask me.


·7· · · · · · · · · ·I have a couple of comments I wanted


·8· ·to make.· The first is about the concept of the master


·9· ·use plan, or the comprehensive land use plan.· I've


10· ·been watching the process evolve over several years,


11· ·And right now I believe that a master use plan or plan


12· ·of the -- of how the entire site would get built out


13· ·over time is a recommendation, not a requirement.


14· · · · · · · · · ·I would suggest, I would hope the


15· ·council would embrace the idea of making that a


16· ·requirement.· Obviously with this many components and


17· ·all the things, different players want to go into


18· ·this, open space and amenities, developer wants to put


19· ·in a lot of houses, there's a lot of different


20· ·components and in -- in any scenario, I think, it's


21· ·real easy to see the developer's going to build the


22· ·most profitable parts first and then put off the


23· ·amenities until they are -- until or put them off


24· ·indefinitely.


25· · · · · · · · · ·My in-laws moved to a planned







·1· ·community when they retired and the developer had a


·2· ·huge plan for houses with little store centers and a


·3· ·playground and a whole bunch of stuff, and right after


·4· ·they finished with the houses, they went bust.


·5· · · · · · · · · ·So, I think that that's a possibility


·6· ·unless we have a comprehensive land use plan that's in


·7· ·place and gives some certainty to the developers, it


·8· ·gives certainty to all the people in this room, but


·9· ·the things you're asking for will happen over time and


10· ·that if the developer does sell to another owner or


11· ·changes management, that the things that we're asking


12· ·for will run with the land or at least we'll have a


13· ·little more certainty than otherwise.


14· · · · · · · · · ·So I hope that they'll make a


15· ·comprehensive land use plan a requirement.· And you


16· ·guys love this stuff because then you get to do a


17· ·whole bunch more consulting work.· More fees.


18· · · · · · · · · ·The second thing I'll try -- and I've


19· ·run out of time here, but I wanted to talk about the


20· ·timeline a little bit.· And I was -- as I watched


21· ·this, I know the process started in 2017.· We've had a


22· ·lot of time to talk about this.


23· · · · · · · · · ·Some people could say it started in


24· ·2005, but I think that the process is way, way too


25· ·rushed from this point.· To release the DEIS on the







·1· ·2nd of January, and then have all the comments


·2· ·submitted, have them reviewed by the planning


·3· ·commission, have the city council consider the code


·4· ·adoptions that the consultants are writing and then


·5· ·adopt them in 60 days, gives no time for us to really


·6· ·take a good look at it.· I think it puts all of us


·7· ·(inaudible).


·8· · · · · · · · · ·I got one minute, and I'm going to


·9· ·tell you my reasons for thinking that this puts us at


10· ·risk.· Also, I think it puts the planning commission


11· ·at risk, puts the whole city at risk.


12· · · · · · · · · ·If the codes aren't written in a way


13· ·that's defensible and that is supported by the


14· ·residents, then when decisions are made on further


15· ·parts of the build-out, we're going to have the same


16· ·conflicts.· If we know what we're getting and we have


17· ·time look at it, we can get a plan that really works


18· ·for everybody, that's viable financially for the


19· ·developer.· All right.


20· · · · · · · · · ·Out of time.· Had more reasons.· Thank


21· ·you very much.


22· · · · · · · · · ·MR. BENNETT:· Thank you, Mr. Beaty.


23· ·Next up is Jay Wheatley, and then Roz Bird.


24· · · · · · · · · ·MR. WHEATLEY:· Hi.· I'm Jay Wheatley.


25· ·Thanks, everybody.







·1· · · · · · · · · ·MR. BENNETT:· Okay.


·2· · · · · · · · · ·MR. WHEATLEY:· So I work down in the U


·3· ·District on Roosevelt, and the U District just


·4· ·recently completed the large rezoning of the U


·5· ·District, and that's all online.· It's really


·6· ·interesting to spend quite a bit of time rezoning the


·7· ·U District in anticipation of light rail coming.


·8· · · · · · · · · ·As you know, as you probably know,


·9· ·they're building a light rail station at Brooklyn as


10· ·well as one up at -- at 65th, and the building that I


11· ·work in is on Roosevelt.· It's at Scarecrow Video, if


12· ·anybody knows what that is.


13· · · · · · · · · ·I believe that you can only build 40


14· ·feet tall there, I think maybe 65 feet nearby.· That's


15· ·the kind of heights that the City of Seattle is


16· ·approving in the U District, right sandwiched between


17· ·two fixed rail light rail stations.


18· · · · · · · · · ·That's serious urban sort of stuff,


19· ·and the City of Seattle feels like, you know, 40 feet,


20· ·65 feet, these are the max heights.· Even, they just


21· ·did a rezoning like in 2017.· So this isn't like


22· ·really old zoning stuff.· This is like a huge process


23· ·they just went through.


24· · · · · · · · · ·So, I think that the heights being


25· ·discussed here are just outrageous, absolutely







·1· ·outrageous for this community, if that's what Seattle


·2· ·is doing down in the U District, right next to a world


·3· ·class university, light rail stations, all of that.


·4· ·So I think, I think it's just way too tall.


·5· · · · · · · · · ·I was surprised that the current


·6· ·zoning was 60, 65 feet.· I was shocked when I found


·7· ·that out.· But no more.· That should be the absolute


·8· ·cap, and even that, I think, is regretable.· So, I


·9· ·think should just lock it right there.· I don't see


10· ·any reason to go higher than that.


11· · · · · · · · · ·I will say, something that you said


12· ·was that through all this process over the weeks and


13· ·months, that people want a lot of changes.· People are


14· ·asking for a lot of changes.· I take a little bit of


15· ·exception with that, because I think I have come to a


16· ·few of these pros -- these meetings, and what I recall


17· ·is this whole Sound Transit's coming, they might


18· ·redevelop the town center.


19· · · · · · · · · ·What would you want if they did that?


20· ·And then people start coming up with all sorts of


21· ·ideas.· I want open space, I want this, and I want


22· ·that.· But that's in the context of asking what things


23· ·would they want as part of redeveloping the town


24· ·center, and sure, if you say that, you're going to


25· ·redevelop something, what would I want, I'm going to







·1· ·list all sorts of goodies that I want.


·2· · · · · · · · · ·But now, I feel like you're


·3· ·positioning that as, we are asking for, like we're


·4· ·demanding that the town center have all these things


·5· ·and we'll do anything to get it, and I really don't


·6· ·think that's the case.


·7· · · · · · · · · ·The last thing I want to say is I


·8· ·think this whole sequence is terrible.· It's like we


·9· ·should go to Merlone Geier and say, what are you


10· ·willing to do for us?· I mean, you guys are talking


11· ·about changing the codes in the next month or two,


12· ·preemptively, unilaterally, before Merlone Geier even


13· ·puts out what they want to do for us.


14· · · · · · · · · ·Let's make them show us what they're


15· ·willing to do, hold back on the code changes until we


16· ·see their plan, and when they show us a plan, with


17· ·open space, parks and walkways and all the things that


18· ·we want, then we'll do the code changes.


19· · · · · · · · · ·But they should come to the


20· ·negotiating table and show us what they're willing to


21· ·do for us, not do it before they even show us a plan.


22· ·That's just doesn't make any sense.


23· · · · · · · · · ·MR. BENNETT:· Thank you, Mr. Wheatley.


24· ·Next up is Roz Bird, and then Jamas Gwilliam.


25· · · · · · · · · ·MR. WHEATLEY:· Hi.· I'm Roz Bird.  I







·1· ·have lived in my house for 42 years, and I've been


·2· ·actually very involved in the city since we were


·3· ·annexed in during growth management.· So I've been to


·4· ·a lot of city council meetings over the years as well


·5· ·as other meetings, and feel like I have a real stake


·6· ·in this.


·7· · · · · · · · · ·I did come to a number of the


·8· ·workshops, I've given input, both of the workshops


·9· ·here and out of the market, and I agree with probably


10· ·99.9 percent of what everyone has said before me, so I


11· ·just wanted to mention a couple of things.


12· · · · · · · · · ·Ever since we've lived here, we've


13· ·come to the town center, and probably almost daily


14· ·people -- somebody would say, if only we could do


15· ·this, and it was really terrible 42 years ago.· So


16· ·it's improved a lot and there are always more things


17· ·that could be done.


18· · · · · · · · · ·However, in coming to these workshops,


19· ·I agree, we talked about low rise housing.· I was in


20· ·favor of some housing here, 2 to 400 units.· When I


21· ·saw 700, oh, my goodness, that was shocking.· No way.


22· ·No way.· Certainly not 1,500, for all the reasons that


23· ·everyone has said.


24· · · · · · · · · ·The other shocking thing was when I


25· ·saw in plan three that the commons would be on the top







·1· ·of the garage.· I will say, I've been very involved


·2· ·with the commons.· What a fabulous place.· It's become


·3· ·the heart, a healthy heart of our community, and it's


·4· ·not just a meeting space, as someone said.


·5· · · · · · · · · ·It's, it's the heart.· Things happen


·6· ·there, people meet each other there, they meet new


·7· ·friends there.· To put it on the top of a parking


·8· ·garage is completely unacceptable and absurd, and I


·9· ·think that's something that's very important.


10· · · · · · · · · ·So I agree with everything else.


11· ·Thank you.


12· · · · · · · · · ·MR. BENNETT:· Thank you, Ms. Bird.


13· ·Next is Jamas Gwilliam, and then Randi Sibonga.


14· · · · · · · · · ·MR. GWILLIAM:· Hello.· I'm Jamas


15· ·Gwilliam, vice president of development with Merlone


16· ·Geier Partners, and I actually recognize a lot of you.


17· ·I've been working in this community for the last two


18· ·years, getting to know a lot of you.


19· · · · · · · · · ·We've owned this center for almost


20· ·five years now, and as a company, we own about 30


21· ·mainly grocery anchored retail centers here in the


22· ·Seattle, greater Seattle region.· As a company, been


23· ·in operation about 27 years.


24· · · · · · · · · ·We have about 15 million square feet


25· ·from Bellingham to San Diego, and we currently have







·1· ·about 8 million square feet worth of mixed use


·2· ·development going on in our company, and a lot of that


·3· ·is a result of this shift that we're seeing in the


·4· ·retail world that a lot of you read in the headlines.


·5· ·There's a lot of changes that are going on.


·6· · · · · · · · · ·We first wanted to thank you for the


·7· ·opportunity to participate in this process.· Really,


·8· ·since August, we've been participating in these


·9· ·planning commission meetings.· I've seen a couple of


10· ·you there, but it definitely hasn't been this busy.


11· ·So it's insightful to hear your comments and your


12· ·thoughts and look forward to continuing those


13· ·conversations.


14· · · · · · · · · ·Like many of you, we're carefully


15· ·participating in this process with an eye towards how


16· ·our investment would be impacted.· A lot of you have


17· ·investments here in the city.· That is a concern of


18· ·yours.· This is an investment of ours.· We own this


19· ·grocery retail center that a lot of you utilize on a


20· ·daily basis.


21· · · · · · · · · ·Any prospect of redevelopment for us


22· ·we're weighing against a perfectly good grocery


23· ·(unintelligible) retail center right now, from our


24· ·perspective, and so we see that a lot of work has been


25· ·done, looking back even 14 years to this -- the former







·1· ·task force.· I know a lot of you were on that task


·2· ·force, and I have met with a lot of you who have


·3· ·shared the work that went into that.


·4· · · · · · · · · ·A lot has changed since then, and in


·5· ·terms of the retail environment we're in and the


·6· ·growth and the change that's going to happen with


·7· ·Sound Transit.· So we're participating in this process


·8· ·determining whether there's an opportunity to move


·9· ·forward with any type of a change.


10· · · · · · · · · ·And so, I think it's important to


11· ·point out as well that we do not have a plan.· It was


12· ·stated in the DEIS that we have a plan.· We do not


13· ·have a plan for redeveloping this property.· We were


14· ·not involved in determining the timelines here or


15· ·putting any of these concepts together.


16· · · · · · · · · ·We've been providing feedback, as any


17· ·owner of property in the city is allowed to do, and we


18· ·will continue to do that throughout this process.


19· ·We'll be submitting a comment letter on the DEIS and


20· ·hopefully we'll be able to continue to engage with


21· ·many of you, and hopefully answer a lot of the


22· ·questions or concerns that you have about what our


23· ·plans are.


24· · · · · · · · · ·I know a lot of people, including the


25· ·last couple speakers, want to see a plan from us.· We







·1· ·-- that is not where we're coming from.· We are not


·2· ·coming forward with a plan.· We need to see where the


·3· ·city is and where the community is and how that lines


·4· ·up with the vision document that we've seen and the


·5· ·market realities that we face as an owner and


·6· ·investor.


·7· · · · · · · · · ·So, I can't take questions, but I look


·8· ·forward to meeting and sitting down with a lot of you.


·9· ·Thanks.


10· · · · · · · · · ·MR. BENNETT:· Thank you, Mr. Gwilliam.


11· ·Next up, Randi Sibonga, and then Bart Shilvock, or


12· ·Shilvock.


13· · · · · · · · · ·MS. SIBONGA:· Close enough.· Hello.  I


14· ·have to start with just a comment.· I am humbled and


15· ·so proud to be part of this community that is so


16· ·clearly committed, intelligent, and caring about our


17· ·city.


18· · · · · · · · · ·I'm very disappointed that members of


19· ·the city council aren't here.· I think it's one thing


20· ·to hear our comments in a tape, see them aggregated in


21· ·some sort of matrix.· It's another thing for us to be


22· ·able to look them in the eye and have them be held


23· ·accountable for their positions on development of our


24· ·city.· Huge disappointment.


25· · · · · · · · · ·I live at 17410 44th Avenue Northeast,







·1· ·and I'm speaking tonight on behalf of the Lake Forest


·2· ·Park Stewardship Foundation.· I'm a board member


·3· ·there, and as responsible stewards in this community,


·4· ·we each read the very lengthy DEIS.· We looked for


·5· ·things that you would expect to see in an


·6· ·environmental impact statement.


·7· · · · · · · · · ·We looked for a consideration of


·8· ·significant environmental impacts and their


·9· ·mitigation.· We looked for reasonable density and


10· ·height, green, sustainable building practices and


11· ·materials, and lead certified kinds of construction,


12· ·amenities for the public like enhancements of nearby


13· ·streams, tree cover, walking paths, plantings of


14· ·native plants.


15· · · · · · · · · ·We looked for impact fees to defray


16· ·the higher cost to our infrastructure from increased


17· ·density and conservation efforts of our natural


18· ·resources.


19· · · · · · · · · ·But this DAES -- DEIS raises more


20· ·questions than it provides answers for.· It read like


21· ·a position paper that advocated for maximum density


22· ·and rapid implementation rather than unbiased,


23· ·meaningful evaluation of the site and the project that


24· ·was proposed on it.


25· · · · · · · · · ·There were over, as far as I can tell,







·1· ·$500,000 that this city has spent on consultants in


·2· ·the last several years, and this is the product that


·3· ·we get.· Hugely disappointing.· What we really want to


·4· ·see is meaningful involvement with the citizenry.


·5· · · · · · · · · ·We urge the city to slow this process


·6· ·down.· There's so much at stake.· We have a fragile


·7· ·ecosystem.· We have a community that has really strong


·8· ·views about what we want our cultural and our city hub


·9· ·to look like, and we know our city government has, as


10· ·part of its framework in the 2016 to 2020 strategic


11· ·plan, a healthy environment.


12· · · · · · · · · ·This is the opportunity for our city


13· ·to actually walk their talk.· Let's come up with some


14· ·lead practices, some green, sustainable construction


15· ·programs, and some reasonable ideas on density and


16· ·height.


17· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you very much.


18· · · · · · · · · ·MR. BENNETT:· Thank you, Ms. Sibonga.


19· ·(Inaudible.)· Then, Lawrence Goldman.


20· · · · · · · · · ·MR. SHILVOCK:· Good evening.· I'm Bart


21· ·Shilvock, a 25-year member of the Lake Forest Park


22· ·community, and I want to add my voice to Jean, Paul


23· ·and Doug, as fellow member of the vision task force


24· ·appointed by the mayor and speak out against


25· ·particularly alternatives two and three, which are







·1· ·completely out of scope for the needs of the


·2· ·community, the community's character, or the inputs


·3· ·that have been expressed throughout this process by


·4· ·the community.


·5· · · · · · · · · ·I also take offense to the way that


·6· ·the document was written.· It felt very much to me


·7· ·that alternative one was dismissed out of hand and was


·8· ·written in a way that the community would reject that


·9· ·and immediately gravitate towards one of the higher


10· ·density alternatives.


11· · · · · · · · · ·It's not clear to me or to anyone that


12· ·I have talked to yet where the number 700 came from.


13· ·To me, it's a number that's above what we should be


14· ·doing and what past studies have indicated we should


15· ·be doing.


16· · · · · · · · · ·I also have a little bit of trouble


17· ·with the language of when we talk about open space.


18· ·When we talk about something that could be counted as


19· ·open space, a rooftop, a festival street, that, in


20· ·reality, is going to double up as park -- credit for


21· ·parking, but it's not the kind of useable open space


22· ·that's light and bright and planned and purposeful,


23· ·that we all, I think, envisioned as part of a


24· ·community that came together to put this -- to put not


25· ·only this document, but this vision that represents so







·1· ·many of your inputs.


·2· · · · · · · · · ·I'm going to save the rest of my


·3· ·comments, really, for written, because it would go on


·4· ·much too longer -- much too long.


·5· · · · · · · · · ·The last thing I would like to say is


·6· ·to echo so many of you in talking about the process,


·7· ·particularly from this point going forward.· To this


·8· ·point, I think we've done a lot of things right.  I


·9· ·think getting community input and having lots of


10· ·participation has really been a great thing.


11· · · · · · · · · ·And I -- I applaud the council for


12· ·doing that, but to allow one month from this point


13· ·forward or six weeks, and we're hearing tonight that


14· ·the planning commission isn't even going to have a


15· ·time -- a opportunity to comment on this, it's insane.


16· · · · · · · · · ·And if -- if our schedule's being


17· ·driven by Sound Transit and their schedule, I think


18· ·that we ought to consider decoupling that part of this


19· ·from the process and vote on code amendments and make


20· ·decisions on code amendments related to the parking


21· ·garage and spend the time that it takes to get this


22· ·right going forward.· And it's going to be a lot more


23· ·than one month.


24· · · · · · · · · ·I thank you all for coming out


25· ·tonight.· Some great input, and I think I'm going to







·1· ·also echo Randi's comments that I think the city


·2· ·council would have benefited a lot from feeling the


·3· ·energy and feeling the passion behind those comments


·4· ·today.


·5· · · · · · · · · ·MR. BENNETT:· Thank you, Mr. Shilvock.


·6· ·Lawrence Goldman.· Probably going to mess this one up.


·7· ·Ann Udalog.


·8· · · · · · · · · ·MS. UDALOG:· Yes yes.


·9· · · · · · · · · ·MR. BENNETT:· Okay.


10· · · · · · · · · ·MR. GOLDMAN:· Good evening.· Thank you


11· ·for hosting this meeting.· I want to kind of provide a


12· ·perspective thinking about the region as a whole.· We


13· ·live in Lake Forest Park.· We don't live in Lake


14· ·Forest Island.· If you look at the entire region, it's


15· ·booming economically, number of people.


16· · · · · · · · · ·This is one of the fastest growing


17· ·metropolitan areas in the entire country.· Where are


18· ·those people going to live?· Over the last few years,


19· ·housing costs have skyrocketed.· Now they've come back


20· ·-- come back down a little bit recently, but compared


21· ·to a few years ago, they are really high.


22· · · · · · · · · ·If someone, a young adult, could not


23· ·afford a house a few years ago, they're even further


24· ·from being able to own a house now.· And so what I


25· ·would like to know is what -- what is there going to







·1· ·be in these plans for affordable housing?· How are you


·2· ·going to make sure that people of all economic levels


·3· ·are able to live?


·4· · · · · · · · · ·In the region there is an enormous


·5· ·homelessness crisis.· You know, where are those people


·6· ·going to live?· And I think we need to keep in mind


·7· ·the bigger picture in terms of what we're developing.


·8· ·How are we going to serve the city, how are we going


·9· ·to serve the region as a whole.


10· · · · · · · · · ·Green space is hugely important.


11· ·That's the forests and the park in Lake Forest Park.


12· · · · · · · · · ·It seems to me that if you're keeping


13· ·the density and the growth in one relatively


14· ·constrained area, that leaves more trees.· And so, I


15· ·would like to see a comparison.· If you have more


16· ·development within the town center, compare that to


17· ·with developing these mother-in-law units around the


18· ·entire city.· You know, which of those options, how


19· ·are they going to affect the tree canopy as a whole.


20· ·Those are things I'd like to see.


21· · · · · · · · · ·And, thank you for your time and for


22· ·listening to our comments.· Thank you.


23· · · · · · · · · ·MR. BENNETT:· Thank you, Mr. Goldman.


24· ·Ms. Udalog.


25· · · · · · · · · ·MS. UDALOY:· Udaloy.







·1· · · · · · · · · ·MR. BENNETT:· Udaloy.· Thank you.


·2· ·Sorry about that.


·3· · · · · · · · · ·MS. UDALOY:· Thank you.· No, you did


·4· ·well.


·5· · · · · · · · · ·Hi.· I'm Ann Udaloy.· I have been a


·6· ·resident of the town for --


·7· · · · · · · · · ·MR. BENNETT:· I take credit right


·8· ·there.


·9· · · · · · · · · ·MS. UDALOY:· -- 20 years, and I can't


10· ·claim to have been a resident and daughter and


11· ·granddaughter of early settlers, but my family goes


12· ·back to the 1680s in New England.


13· · · · · · · · · ·And I just point out that one of our


14· ·first ancestors built a log mill in an area that


15· ·became known as Goss Town, because his name was Goss,


16· ·and Goth -- Goss Town looks real different now than it


17· ·did in the 1680s.· Really different.


18· · · · · · · · · ·So, everyone in this room has done a


19· ·great job of articulating the concerns of people who


20· ·can make it to this meeting.· I'm just going to take a


21· ·minute and articulate concerns of people who aren't in


22· ·this room, because I know a lot of them.


23· · · · · · · · · ·I've got a 20-something son who's home


24· ·caring for our grandfather, who's almost 96.· We


25· ·happen to live in one of the incredibly few houses in







·1· ·Lake Forest Park where I can put a wheelchair ramp in


·2· ·and get him into the house.· Where do elders live?


·3· · · · · · · · · ·I have two sons who have moved out of


·4· ·Lake Forest Park and aren't coming back, because they


·5· ·can't afford half million plus for our little


·6· ·three-bedroom home, which, frankly, is not a


·7· ·particularly great house.· Half a million bucks for


·8· ·this piece?· Where are they going to live?


·9· · · · · · · · · ·Lake Forest Park, when it started,


10· ·there were a whole lot of covenants on the properties.


11· ·All the lakeshore properties were developed with


12· ·covenants.· Blacks were only allowed to be there if


13· ·they were servants.· No agents need apply.


14· · · · · · · · · ·A lot of the properties in Lake Forest


15· ·Park were developed with covenants, a lot of people


16· ·not in this room, because they were never allowed to


17· ·be third generation owners of land in this community.


18· ·So, we do need to have some form of development.


19· · · · · · · · · ·I agree, a 60-day window for


20· ·evaluating a development EIS is quite short.· It


21· ·doesn't seem entirely reasonable.· And the idea of


22· ·decoupling the process from the Sound Transit seems


23· ·very reasonable.· However, we have to talk about


24· ·housing, we have to talk about development, and we


25· ·have to come up with something other than, not here.







·1· · · · · · · · · ·We can't put all the dense development


·2· ·beside the Lucky Lady.· We can't put all the


·3· ·development around the periphery of the town.· People


·4· ·need to live near transit.· I would love to be able to


·5· ·get to Lake Forest Park Town Center and take a bus


·6· ·into town, but I'm not supposed to park there.· I'd


·7· ·like parking.· The bus that went by my house was


·8· ·eliminated 20 years ago.


·9· · · · · · · · · ·So, I want some level of development.


10· ·I want better transit.· I want a place where I can use


11· ·mass transit effectively, even though I live two and a


12· ·half miles from city center, and I know that change is


13· ·coming.· It should be thoughtful change, but it


14· ·shouldn't start with, not in my backyard.


15· · · · · · · · · ·Thank you.


16· · · · · · · · · ·MR. BENNETT:· Thank you, Ms. Udaloy.


17· ·That's all I have for people who are listed and wanted


18· ·to comment, and if we missed you somehow or you've had


19· ·a change of heart, please get a note up to me or


20· ·something, but in the meantime, our mayor, I think,


21· ·wants to make a couple of comments.


22· · · · · · · · · ·MAYOR JOHNSON:· I just want to say,


23· ·thank you.· I know this is a tough thing.· I've, you


24· ·know -- there's a lot going on, and I understand that.


25· ·I appreciate immensely this room's hot, this room's







·1· ·not big enough.· I do believe you're all going to have


·2· ·a chance to stand up and talk to the council about


·3· ·this, and I will see if we can somehow move that to


·4· ·the school, probably, or something.


·5· · · · · · · · · ·We're all worried about everything,


·6· ·and I worry every day.· I'm just like you.· I did


·7· ·raise my kids here.· I live here.· As you all know, I


·8· ·ran for council and mayor, because I was like a good


·9· ·(inaudible).· That's just how I feel.


10· · · · · · · · · ·That's just the way it is, but we are


11· ·doing -- I want to say this about the council.


12· ·They're working really hard.· You have a good council.


13· ·I don't know where the disconnect comes.· I believe


14· ·they feel like they've done more outreach and more


15· ·talking to people than they've done on any project


16· ·ever in the city.


17· · · · · · · · · ·I'm sorry some people are disappointed


18· ·in the EIS.· I have seen both sides.· Unfortunately,


19· ·I'm your mayor, so I don't vote on anything.· I just,


20· ·I'm here to kind of make sure the city runs every day,


21· ·but I do really appreciate you guys taking your time.


22· ·I appreciate everybody being respectful to everybody's


23· ·opinions and what they got going on.


24· · · · · · · · · ·We will move this forward.  I


25· ·understand, I heard everything.· I've been here the







·1· ·whole night.· I haven't just walked in for the last 10


·2· ·minutes.· I've been standing back there.· So I really,


·3· ·really appreciate all your opinions.· We got them all


·4· ·down; we taped them.· You're going to have more


·5· ·chance.


·6· · · · · · · · · ·I really thank Steve and all the


·7· ·staff, all you guys, thank you for all the work you


·8· ·do.· There is a lot of hours, a lot of time, but


·9· ·believe me, I am -- I worry about that too.


10· · · · · · · · · ·I worry about the two state highways


11· ·coming through.· I made this speech before.· Nobody up


12· ·north up in Monroe or any town above us cares about


13· ·how much traffic comes through Lake Forest Park, and


14· ·every day we live it and now we're dealing with


15· ·cut-through traffic.


16· · · · · · · · · ·We're dealing with things, and if you


17· ·don't think the mayor cares about the environment, I'm


18· ·the first mayor that's ever wanted to clean up the


19· ·creek at Ballinger, and I'm going to get that done and


20· ·we are going to dig some roads and we need trees and


21· ·we're all in together.


22· · · · · · · · · ·So, thanks for everything you do and


23· ·thanks for being great citizens and we will continue


24· ·this process forward.· And on your way out, I'd like


25· ·to give you a cookie, but we don't (inaudible).· You







·1· ·guys have a great night.


·2· · · · · · · · · ·Thanks for everything.


·3· · · · · · · · · ·(END OF TRANSCRIPTION)
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